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i-n-iS' To 

^ General the Earl of Cbarlemmt. 

bo ' ^ 

^ My Lord, 

^ JL O your kind Indulgence I owe the Grati- 

fication of being permitted to caft the follow-- 

G ing Letters on your Lordfhip's Protedioii. 

During the Courfe of the Subfcription^ they 
have been fupported by fome of the firft 
Charadlers in the Kingdom j that the Defign 
was not only patronifed but confiderably pro- 
moted by your Lordfllip, is a Circumfiance 
highly flattering to the Author, and has been, 
in a particular Manner, conducive to his In- 
tereft. 

To trace out and vindicate our national 
Rights is a principal Intention of the prefent 
Work. Thefe, during the late glorious Strug- 
gle, . have been aided by your Lordfhip with 
an affedionate, a perfevering and animated 
Zeal, that has excited the Admiration of your 
Fellow-Citizens, and which they and their 
Pofterity will ever feel with all the Warmth 
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of grateful Scnfibility. It is one of the firft 
and moft anxious Wiflics in the Heart of 
every Irifhman, that you may long live to 
enjoy the exquifite Pleafure refulting from 
the Reflection that you have been a cliief In- 
ftrument in emancipating your Country, to 
cherifh by your Example and your Influence 
the noble Spirit which has regained her Free- 
dom, to fee her rifing in Profperity and in 
Confequence, from the Advantages fhe has 
obtained, and her Profpeds enlarged by thofe 
Improvements neceflTary to perfed her Con- 
ilitution. 

The Obligations which I owe your Lord- 
fliip, and the perfonal Civilities, I had almoft 
prefumed to fay, Marks of Friendfliip with 
which you have honored me I feel and will 
ever feel with confciuus Pride. With the 
moft perfed Refped, and with every Senti- 
nient of Grratitude, 

I have the Honor to be. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordfliip's moft humble 

And moft obedient Servant, 



1^. 



W.CRAWFORD. 






PREFACE. 



THERE was (carccly an individual fo abforbed 
by felfifli views as not . to participate of the 
fpirit of national freedom with which the late for- 
tunate concurrence of circumftances animated the 
people of this country. The hope that this admi- 
rable principle might in fome meafure be invigo- 
rated by tracing out to them the origin, the nature 
and the progrefs of our conftitution, and the vari- 
ous encroachments which it has fufFered by the un- 
juft interference of the Britifh legiflature^ was the 
motive which firft induced me to engage in this 
undertaking. Though to afcertain and to vindi- 
cate our rights has been my chief objedt, as necef- 
fary to this defign, and to render the work more 
generally acceptable, I have given a comprehenfive 
view of the moft important and interefting fafts in 
the hiftory of Ireland, from tfie earlieft period to 
the prefent time. The immediate wifties of Irifti- 
mcn have been gratified in the revolution which 
has terminated, moft honourably for their country, 
the contcft in which they have been engaged with 
their fellow fubjefts of Britain. This glorious event 
will not however, it is prefumed, render the work 
here offered to the public unneceffary with refpeft 
to it's principal defign. To the unprejudiced, it 
will juftify the late exertions of the people in behalf 
of their privileges, will point out, that in regaining 
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thofc rights which have been violated, the faSfety, 
the profperity and the happinefs of the nation were 
deeply interefted, and (hew the indifpenfible necef- 
fity of guarding them in future with a ftcady and 
an attentive eye. 

In the flight iketch which the reader will here 
find of the more remote period of our hiftory. Sir 
James Ware, the colledlion relative to the affairs of 
Ireland publiflied by Colonel Vallancey, Warner, 
the differtations of the ingenious Mr. O'Connor, 
and, more particularly, the laft work of Mr. O'Hal- 
loran, have been my authorities. 

Materials for what I have written of the pe* 
riod from the invafion of the Englilh to the revolu- 
tion are taken from Stanihurft, Ware, Cox, Sir John 
Davis's Hiftorical Relations, Harris, Morrifon, Sir 
George Carew's Facata Hibernia, the Difiderata Cu- 
riofa Hibernica, Eflcx's Letters, Prynne, the Letters 
of Lord Strafford, Borlace, Caftlchaven's Clanri- 
card's, Ludlow's Memoirs, and Carte's Life of the 
Duke of Ormond. Through the whole of this part 
of the work I have been very much indebted to 
DoiSkor Leland, who, in his Hiftory of Ireland, has^ 
with great induftry, feledted information from thefc 
authors, and from other fources to which I have not 
had accefs. This gentleman has befides, nn a vari- 
ety of refpefts, alTifled me in my enquiries with a 
cheerfulnefs and liberality of fentiment which has 
laid me under particular obligations. From the re- 
volution, the authors confulted are Harris's Life of 
King William, Dairy mple's. Memoirs, Burnet^ 
Boycr's Life of Queen Anne, Boulter's Letters, the 
addrelTes of Lucas to the free citizens of Dublii> 

and 
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imd the records of the lords and commons both of 
the Irifli and the Britifh parliament. The infohna* 
tion derived from them and from the llatutes at 
large was not confined to this period. Mr. O'Hal- 
loran was fo kind as to give me a particular account 
of the caufes and other circumftances attending the 
commotion of the white boys. I have had recourfe 
to other lights befides thefe mentioned, efpecially 
thofe which relate to the privileges of the conftitiH 
tion. 

Nothing in the courfe of the narration will give 
fo much pain to the benevolent reader as the feries 
of inhuman treatment to which the natives were ex- 
pofed from the rapacity of the Englifh adventurers* 
The manner in which the reformation was con- 
ducted and fubfequent hardlhips they endured on 
account of their religion, gave them ftill greater 
teafon to complain. The light in which the defigns^ 
the adtions and the diftreiTes of the Roman Catho- 
lics, from the time of Queen Elizabeth, are here 
viewed, differs effcntially from that in which they 
have been placed by the generality of Proteftant 
hiflorians. In the mind of the author, it is the fruit 
of convidtion and of fentiment arifmg from fails 
which he does not hefitate to affirm ^re indubitably 
authentic. He trufts that in thefe days not more 
glorioufly diflinguiflied by efforts of patriotifm than 
by the genuine fpirit of toleration whiQh has begun 
in this kingdom and is likely univerfally to prevail, 
he w^l, in this matter, be approved by his fellow 
Proteflants. It would give him exquifite pleafure, 
if' in doing juftice to truth and to his own 
feeling he were to be mftrum^nts^l in promoting 

the 
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the intcrcft of a fet of men who, both in refpeft to 
their religious and civil rights, have, until of late, 
Jaboured under intolerable oppreffion. 

Being quite uncertain with refpcft to the fuc- 
cefs of thefe letters which could not he printed but 
at a confiderable expence, prudence obliged me to 
endeavour to fecure the fale of fuch a number of 
copies as would indemnify me. In fpedking of the 
encouragement I have been honoured with fo far 
exceeding my^moft fanguine expedtations, I find 
myfelf quite at a lofs to e^cprefs my gratitude. 
Every individual of the annexed very numerous and 
refpedtable lift, efpccially thofe who were fo kind as 
to diftribute my propo&ls and take in fubfcriptions, 
is entitled to my thanks. The returns of fome of 
my friends were fo remarkable as to call for my 
particular acknowlegements. Of this number are 
Lord Charlemont, Colonel James Stewart, Thomas 
Hamilton Efq ; Colonel Pedder, Mr. Luke Teeling, 
the Rev. Mr. Chriftie and the Rev. Mr. Hamil- 
ton of Waterford. The names contained in their 
lifts alone amount to nearly fix hundred. It is im- 
poflible for me ever to forget the unremitting offices 
of kindncfs done me by Colonel Stewart. To ac- 
knowledge thus publicly my obligations to a gen- 
tleman fo diftinguifhed by his private and by his 
public virtues, is not mact highly plealing to my 
fenfe of gratitude than to my alnbition. 

In proportion to the countenance with which this 
work has been hitherto favoured by the public, I am 
anxious for it*g fuccefs. If it is received with appro^ 
bation, I may flatter myfelf with the hope that it 

will not be quite unprofitable. With filent, but re- 

fpeftful 
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fpcftfbl folicitude I wait for the judgment of my 
countrymen. Should it be favourable, I (hall be 
highly gratified, if it is againft * me, there is a 
fburce of fatisfadtion of which nothing can deprive 
me, a canfeioofnefs of the reftitude of my tnten* 
tions. 



Strabane, 
Majaj, 1783. 



SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 



E 



ARL of Arran 

Adair, cfq; Pall- 

Mall, London 
Blayney Adair, efq; Ballimena 
Hon. Gole Hamilton, capt. Gor- 

tin volunteers, z copies 
Andrew Alexander, Newtown- 

limavady, efq; 
Hugh ^uchinleck, efq; Lawyers 

corps 
Rev. James Allen, A. M. 
Mr. James Armftrong, ^. B- 
Killybeggs 
Will. Adair, Ballyminiftra 
Edw. Agnew, New-lodge 
Will. Agnew, Craiggs 
John Allen, Springmdunt 
Michael Andrews 
James Armftrong, efq; Lifgold 
Rev. Jonathan Abraham 

John Anketell, A. M. 
Capt. Armftrong. Deny 
James Achefon, efq; capt. L:Der« 

ry artillery 
James Archbold, efq; 
Will. Robert Adgir, efq; Lough* 

armore 
Mervyn Archdalc, efq; Ferma- 
nagh 
lieiit. \yill. Armilrong, Ballin- 

drate' 
Richoiond Allen, efq; 
Mr Will. Archer, Wexford 
. John Adams, Doqaghadee 
Thomas Adams, ditto 
John Allen, merchant, Wj^- 

terford 
John Allen, ditto, Rofi 
George Adamfon 



Mr. James Armftrong, Dablin 
John Anderfon, Donaghedy 
Andrew Alexander, attqr* 

ney, L:Derry 
John Alexander, ditto 
John Anderfon, ftudent 
Archibald Allen, Strabao« 

volunteers 
Archibald Armftrong, capt. 
firil Donaghedy rangers 
H«nry Alcock, efq| 
Will. Alcock, efq; 
Henry Will. Alcocic, efq; 
Lieut. CoU Agnew 
James Alexander, efq; 2 copies 
Rev. Andrew Alexander, A. M. 

Umey 
Robert Alexander, efq; I/Derry 
Rev. James Archibald, B. D. 

Cookftown. 
John Aickin, cfq; L^iwyers corp» 
Anthony Atkinlon, efq; ditto 
Francis Armftead, efq; ditto 
Rev. Mr. Adair, Trin. Col. Dub. 
Alex Allen, efq; Crumlin near 

Dublin 
Capt. Arthur Chichcfter Allen, 
Ballyea(loQ volunteers 

B 

Earl of Briftol 
Right Hon. Lord Helmore 
Sir John Blackwood, bart. 
James Browne, efq; Charlton, 

Kent, 6 copies 
Edward Bripe, efq; London, % 

copies 
Right Hon. Sir John Blaquiere, 

Right Hon. W. Hi|^ey Burgh^ 
L. C* B. 
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Rigkt Hon. Sir Axthur Brook^ 

bart. 
Lieut. Grcn. Baugh 
Right Hon. W. Brownlow, M. P. 
Mrs. Brownlow 
Right Hon John Bercsford 
Alex. Boyd, efq; Lawyers corps 
John Batly, efq; ditto 
Will Betty, efq; ditto 
Will. Burroughs, efq; ditto 
Sam Brown, efq; capt. Umtj 

volunteers 
Mr. Sam Brown, ditto 
John Brown, attorney 
Henry Bryan Trilick vo- 
lunteers 
John Buchanan firft LrDeny 

volunteers 
James Blair, furgeon, Ra- 

phoe volunteers 
Joleph Barclay, Ballybofejr 
James Browne, Shilvoden 
David Bleakley, Arm vale 
Robert Boyd, London 
John Bellew, printer, Stra- 
bane 
Will. Barret, efq; 
Rev. James Brown, chaplain, 

Connor volunteers 
Adjutant John Birnie, Edenduffi- 

carrick rangen 
George Brown, M. D. Ballymena 
Rev James Bryfon, A. M« chap- 
lain, Belfaft firft volunteer com. 
Exekiel Davis Boyd, efq; Bally- 

caftle 
Samuel Briftow,. efq; coliedor of 

Coleralnc 
Thomas Burgh, efqj 
John Ball efq; 
Anthony Blackbourne, efq; 
Rev. Will. Bingham, Redemon 
Samuel Briftow, efq; Antrim 
Mr. John Bailie, Cluneienan, 2 
copies 
Hugn Boyle 
Patrick Bian 
Walter Byrne 



Mr. Jqhn Brett 
James Brett 
Will. Browne 
John Browne 
Thomas Browne 

John Barclay 
ames Bird, 2 copies 
Edmond Beady 
Will. Bell, Dublin 
Dennis Blake, efq; Well Park^ 

Galway 
Walter Blake, efq; Dublin 
Dr Browne, Tuam 
Thomas Braughall, efq; 
Will Bourke. efq; 
Gregory Byrne, efq; 
Rev. Dr Henry Barnard 
Henry Vaughan Brook, efq; 
Will. Bailie, efq; firft Tyrone re- 

giment 
Capt Humphry Bell, ditto 
Will. Burton, efq; co. Curlew 
Meflrs Bell and Medlicot 
Rev. Robert Beatty, A. M. vicar 
gen. of the diocefe of Ardagh 
Rev. Rich. Butler, Caftleblayney 
Thomas Barnard, efq; 
Rev. Will. Bruce, Dublin 
B^llyaftoft book club 
Mr. Henry Beattj, Donaghadee 
John Browne, merchant^ 

Waterford 
Will. Broddle, ditto,. Rofs 
Jofeph Braddlc,. ditto, Rofc 
Will. Bell, ditto, Waterford 
Will. Boyle, Belfaft 
Robert Bradfhaw, ditto 
Benjamin Braddell 
John Barron,. Kirmevy 
John Burden, cornet Belfaft 

light troop. 
John Barclay, linen draper 

Lambeg 
Leonard BuUmer, Lilburn 
John Bolton, ditto 
Arthur Btair, Strabane 
James Barber, firft Iteut. 
Longfoi d lodge volunteers 

Mr. 
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M*. John Barnet 

Robert Bell, fargeon, Newry 
John Barclay, Strabane 
Samuel Black, Cnimlin, near 

Dublin 
James Boyle, Dnimquln 
Robert Irvine 
Major Boifragon, Donaghadee 
Will. Blacker, efq; DroghecU 
Jofeph Boyd, efq; Rofs 
Re?. Will. Briftow, Belfaft 
Major Burden, firft Ulfter regt. 
Sir Thomas Bell, knt. M. D. 
Hon. J Bourke 
John Binns, efq; 
RcT. Ifaac Barr 
Thomas Benlbn, elqj Newry 
Rev Sam. Barber, Ratbfryland 
Rer. Mr. Brooks 
Martin Brown low, efq; 
Rev John Beft, Strabane 
Meflrs. Beattie, Dublin 
David Bell, efq; Newry 
— ^ Billing, e^j Lawyers corps 
Beojamin Ball, efq; ditto 
Arihyr feowne, J* F. T. C. D. 

ditto 
John Boordman, efq; ditto 
Beresford Burfton, e^; ditto 
Thomas Bowen, efq; ditto 
Rev. Robert Blaqk, Dromore 
Mifs Batteriby, Charlton, Kent 
€apt Alex. Boyle, KirlifliLodg« 
i copies 



General the Earl of Charlemo;it 

6 copies 
Right Hon. Lord Caftleftcwart 
Lord Vifcount Carlow 
Henry Cope, efii; M. P. 
Right Hon. Will. Burton Cun- 

ingham 
Robert Clements, efq; M. P. co« 

Donegal 
ibdrcw Caldwell, efq; M. P. 
Richard Charlton, efq[; lieut. coL 

frft Tyrone regt. 
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Matter Will. Charlton, enfign, 

ditto 
Mr. James Cook, enfign, ditto 
John Church, efo; attorney 
Mr. David Campbell, Omagh 
Mr. Thomas Crawford, Lawyers 

corps 
Richard Coanc, efq; ditto 
Rev. Jofeph Clarke, A. M. Tam- 

laght 
Rev. Jofeph Chambers, A. M. 

Magherafelt 
John Caldwell, M. D. ditto 
Caj>t. Robert Campbell, Gbr. 

tnem. battalion. 
Rev. James Cuming, chaplain 

AhoghiU volunteers 
Rev Robort Chriftie, chaplain 

Cullybakey volunteers 
Mr. John Coulter, Edenduffcar- 
rick rangers 
Jofeph Courtney, Caftlc- 

dawfon light troop 
Sampfon Courtney, Bally- 

mena 
Samuel Cumin?, Keady 
Matthew Charley, London 
Crcorge Croxier, Banbridge 

volunteers 
Will. Croxier, attorney 
James Cowan, Ballylintogh 
Robert Chirmfidc, apothe- 
cary, Portaferry 
Alex Crawford 
Will. Coningham, adjutant. 
LiDerry apprentice boys 
John Caldwell, apothecary, 

Aughcr 
James Conolly 
Andrew Colgan 
John Clinton 
Richard Crofs 
Henry Caddell 
Samuel Coulter 
Jofeph Coulter 
George Crawford, Cherry- 
vale 

Mr. 
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Mr. Will, ampbcll, Stcwartf. 

town volunteers 
Robert Campble 
Francis Cathin 
George Campbley merchant 

Dublin 
John Courtney, merchant 

' Waterfod 
Wentworth Cavanagh, mer« 

chant, Rofs 
John Chambers, Dublin 
Alexander Clarke, Dublin 
Robert Carfon, Belfaft 
John Campbell, Belfaft 
James Campbell, land fur« 

veyor near Omagh 
William Eaton Caldbeck 
Charles Carrothers 
Jofeph Church 
. Samuel Collins 
John Cowan 
William Cofgrave 

Jfoiias Campbell 
as^r Caldwell, Moneymore 
James Crawford, jun. Do- 
negal 
David Crawford, furgeon 
Jofeph Chapman, Liiburn 
bavid'Clarke, Dublin 
Robert Caffon, Strabane 
John Coffy, Saintfield 
. John Chambers, LiflFord 
Malachy Connor, merchant 

Dublin 
Will. Crawford, merchant 
Strabane 
WilT. Cuningham, efq; Green-' 

hall 
Kev. John Coleman, Ahoghill 
Matthew Corbally, efqj 
George Carfon, efq; 
Hugh Campble, efq; Ballygravey 
James Crawford, efq; 
Waddel Cuningham, efq; Belfaft 
George Cairns, efq; capt. 2 
company Fintona volunteers 
Val. Connor, efq; 
Jobxi Comerford> efq; 



Michael Cofgrave, efq; 

Robert Caddell, efq; 

Edwavl Carren, gent. Dondalk 

Rev. James Hamilton Clewlow 

John Crawford, efq; 

Rev. Thomas Craddock 

Andrew Caldwell, efq; M. P. 

James Cuffe, efq; county Mayo 

James Caufield, efq; firft Tyrone 
re^t. 

William Conyngham, efq; M. P. 
Spring Hill 

Rev. Arthur Champeny 

John Campble, Cu^ckmft- 

crofs 
James Cochran, Ballywalter 
Mr Caulfield, R. C. 

James Crombie, Belfaft 
>r. Craddock, Pat. library 
Mr. Clarke, Ardftraw 
Jofeph Coulter, Newtowft 

Stewart 
Will Gimpbell, Armagh 
Rob. Caldwell, Tullybrook 
Will. Cluft, efq; 
Enfign George Otrruth, firft Ty^ 

rone regt. 
Lieut. Gabriel Cornwall, ditto 
Lieut. John Crosier, ditto 
Lieut. And. Crawford, Lough- 

ihillin bat. 
Paul Canning, efq; 
Robert Carew, efq; 
Rob. Shapland Carew, efq; M. P. 
John Congrave, jun. efq; 
Thomas Chriftmas, efq; 
John Clifpe, efq; 
Robert Corbet, efq; 
Robert Carpenter, efq; furveyor 

of Rofs 
Alex. Colhoun, efq; Omagh 
Henry Crofton, efq; Ballinaught 
Nicholas Crommelin, efq; 
John Cromie, elq; 
Alex. Crookihanks, efq; M. P. 
John Cuppage, efq; Lurgan 
Rich. Cowan, efq; Liftbrd 
James Carlifle, efq; Newry 

Henry 
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Henrf Ckaigneau^ efqi Lawyers 

coips 
Robert Crone, efq; ditto 
Dan. Chambers, eiq^ capt. Leek 

volunteers 
John Cowan, efi}; London, 4 co- 

fiies 



Colonel Dawfon, M. P. 
Lord Vifcount I>eTefci 
IJord Delvin 

Denis Bowes Daly, e% €0. Gal- 
way 
Arthur Dawfon, efq; <o. Deny 
Lieut, col. Francis Dobbs 
R!ev. Alex. Duke, Sligo 
Capt. Adam Dickey, Randlef- 

town volunteers 
Capt. Charles IXckey, Randlef- 

town ditto 
Opt. John Dickey, Cullybackey 

volunteers 
Caot. Wiinam Duiin, Brough- 

Uiane volunteers 
Capt. |ames Dickey, Edendu^ 

«amck rangers 
Thonns Dic&y, eiqi Hlllhead 

Ballimena 
Lieut. John Dayifon, firft royal 

regt. volunteers 
Qnintin Dick, efq; London 
Mr. Sam. Denny^ merchant Stra- 
bane 
James Davifon, A. M. Bal- 

lyneet 
James Denifon, Vintner, 

Corke 
Henry Delap 
George Douglas, bocJcfel- 

ler, 2 copies 
John Donnaghoe 
John Douglas, Dublin 
James Dobbin, Donaghadee 
Charles Dobbs, merchant 

Waterford 
John Davis, furgeon 
David Dun, Bel&ft 
W. Bruce Duau^ • 



Mr. Will. Darby, linen draper 
Liiburn 
Will. Dillon, jun. Lifbum 
Munro Denning, watchma- 
ker, Strabane 
John Deery, Strabane 
James Dinwiddle, Dublin 
Robert Dyas, Bailieborough 
Rev. Jofeph Denham, A. M. 

Ennifkillen 
Rev. Jofcph Douglas, Clogh 
Richard Douglas, efq; London 

7, copies 
Doaor Dillon, DuHia 
Owen Dermott, efq; 
Anthony Dermott, efq; 
Francis Dermott, efq^ 
Patrick Deafe, efq; 
P^ter Dillon, eiq; 
Rev. Mr. Dixon 
John Darner, efq; 
Rev. John Davis, CaftleMayney 
Major Charles DuflFen, Dungan- 

non battalion 
Rev. W. S Dickfon, Portafcrry 
Rev John Davis, Newry 
Daniel Delacherois, efqi 
Rev, Wittiam Downs 
Rev. Robert Drapes 
Hannibal William Dobbin, efq; 
John Drake, efq; 
Simon Digby, efq; 
Rev Dean William Digby 
Robert Dillon, efq; 
John Dunn, efq; 
John Dixon, M. D. 
Rev. Mr Delap, Omagh 
Samuel Dickfon, efq; I-^c^ge 
Rev. Bernard Doran, Trummery 
John Dorcy, efq; Lawyers corps 
John Johnfton Dorragh, efq; 

ditto 
John Dillon, efq; ditto 
Henry Duquery, efq; King's, 

council ditto 
Anthony Dwyer, efq; 



Right 



xn 



SUBSCRIBE 



Right Hon. Lord Erne 

Major Char Edmonftone, North 

Lod^e Carrickfergus 
Colonel Elliot 
Nath. Edie, efq; capt. Douglas 

volunteers 
lieutenant James Edmoneftone, 

Springmount volunteers 
Daniel Eccles^ efq; Pintona t co- 
pies 
Francis Eaftwood, efq; 
Mrs. Ellis 

CharlesxEchlin, efq; Echlinville 
Richard Elliot, efq; 
Mr. Jofeph Ekan, merchant, 
Coleraine 
Samuel Elly, merchant, Rofs 
James Evans, Dublin 
John Ewing, Belfaft 
John Ewing, mercht. Deny 
Patrick Egan, ditto, Armagh 
John Elfey, Liiburn 
Richard Euftace, Lurgan 
Mifs EtStor, Strabane, 2 copies 
Nicholas Evans, efq; Dubhn 
James Evans, efq; capt. Orior 

light infantry 
John Evcrard, efq; Richmond 
William Ellis, efq: Ward houfe 

near Ballyihannon 
Rev. Dr. Enfield, Warrington 
Richard Evans, efq; Lawyers 



-, A. B. Crof- 



corps 
Rev. Will. - 
by's-town 



Lord Pernham 
Lord Pingal 

Right Hon. James Fortefcue, 
county Louth 

John Pitzgibbon, efq; M. P. 
lenry Plood, efq; M. P. 
Mr. James Pulton, Lilbum 

Henry Palls, Aughnacloy 
volunteers 



RS NAMES; 

Mr. John Forfvthe, Ballynure 
Jof. Frytn, Lsiwyers corps 
Robert Paucett, Dniincree 
John Pifher 
Thomas Pulton 
Dominick French 
Gerald Pitzimon 
Lewis Parqvharfon 
James Pulton, merchant, L: 

Derry 
Patrick Pleming, merchant, 

Strabane 
John Pleming, bookfeller, 

, Drogheda 
William Palconbridge 
Anthony Prench, merchant, 

Rofs 
James Pergufon, Belfaft 
Will. Pield juB. 
Richard Pulton, Lilbum 
James Pleming, Strabane 
Edmond Planagan, L:Derry 
Will. Porrefter, efq; 
Thomas Porfythe, capt, Augh- 
nacloy volunteers 
Rev. Will. Fleming 
Michael Pinicane, efq; M. D. . 

Ennis 
Jas. Bogle Prench, efq; London 
John Pergufon, efq; captaia 

L: Derry volunteers 
Henry Parrel, efq; 
Frederick Prench, efq; Queen's 

County 
Will Power Prench, efq; county 

Galway 
Major Ferrier 
Dr. Phil. Fletcher, Mount Plea- 

fant 
John Thomas Pofter, efq; co. 

Louth 
Rev. Will. Foftcr, Ufney 
Rev. Will. Praicr, near Bally- 

walter 
Rev. Dr. Fill 
Rev. Archdeacon Flunr 
Edward Pitzgerald, eiq; 
Will. Hciury Finly, efq; 

Benjamin 
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Benjamin Fenton, efq^ Strabane Mr. John Gordon^ NeWrj % co* 



Andrew Fergufon, eiqj Derry 
Rev. Andrew Fergufon, Burt 
Mifs Dorcas Fergufon, ditto 
Robert French, efq^ LAwyen 

corps 
Richard Fitton, efq; Cork 
Charles Frizzel, efq; Lawyers 

corps 
John Forbes, efo; M. P- ditto 
Francis Feathernone, efqj ditto 
Will. Fleming efqi 
Thomas Fitzgerald, tUqt artil- 
lery Lawyers corps 



pies 
Andrew Gambley iiierch«nt 

Strabane 
John Gregg, Knockctim 
Will. Gregg, merchant 
Alex. Gordon, Saintfield 
John Gienny, Newry ' 
Will. Gienny, Newiy 
Jofeph Gordon, booJcfeller 
Newrr, 6 copies 
Daniel Gaugnan, efqi 
Nicholas Graham, elq} Kent 
Francis Graham, efq; 



Will. Hunt Foiler, efq; Lawyers Patrick Gordon, ef<^ 



corps 
Anthony Fergufon, efq; Dublin 
Mr^ Peter Frith, Armagh 



Right Hon. Luke Gardiner 
Capt Hamilton Gorges, Ratoath 

volunteers, 4 copies 
Counfellor Gheoghegan 
Dbherty Gorman, efq; Glcnavy 
Stafibrd Gorman, efq; Broom- 
mount 
Robert Given, efq; Coleraine 
Mr. James Galbraith, attorney 



Mifs EViiA Gordon, Dundalk 
Amyas Griffith, efq; Belfaft 
Lieut. Robt. Glafgow, firft Ty- 
rone regt. 
Rev. Alex. Goudy, Donaghadee 
Jofeph Gray 
John Gibfon, Crumlin 
John Glaflcott, efq; 
Robert Given, jun. efq; Cole* 

raine 
James Galbraith, efq; Rafcavy 
John Greer, efq; Lurgan 
Will. Glafcock, efq; Lawyers 
corps 



John Guynn, Strabane vo- Francis Will. Green, efq; Cnun^ 



lunteers, 2 copies 
Will. Gait, for the Doagh 

book club 
Peter Graham 
Barth. Golding, Londoa 
John Given 
Charles Grey, merchant 

L^Derry 
Will. Getiy, Strangford . . 

John Gault, Coleraine :" 
ames Glafco, Omagh 
Thomas Greer, jun. 
Alex. Gilmore, Sligo 
Jofeph Grubb, linen draper 

Li (bum 
Will. Gregg, Knockcairn 
David Grey 
Vol, L B 



lin near Dublin 

H 

Earl of Howth 

Hon Baron Hamilton 

Sir Hugh Hill, Bart 

John Hamilton, efq; Brownhall 

Hon. Mifs Hamilton, Dublin 

Alex. Haliday, efq; M. D. 

Jas. Hamtkon, efq; major Stra- 
bane battalion 

Hon. Cole Hamilton, capt. Gor- 
tin volunteers, 2 copies 

Kennedy HendeHon, efq; Capt« 
Laughinihillin volunteers 

James Hamilton, efq; Strabane 

James Hamilton, efq; attorney 

Thoma^ 
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Thomts Hamilton, efq; Strabane 

Will. Hamilton, efq; 

Gorge Hamilton, efq; eapt. Tj- 

rone battalion 
Defpard Humphrys, efq; 
Mr. Archibald Hamilton, Liflan 



company 
John Hemphill, Surgeon 
Edward Hops. Ballymena 
John Hill, Hillmount 
Charles Hyndman, innkeep- 
er Ballymena 
Thomas Hurdman, Belfaft 
John Hops, jun Gracehill 
Alex Humphrey, A M 
Edward Humphrey 
Arthur Hawthorne 
Will. Holmes, merchant 

Coleraine 
Nathaniel Hunter jun. 
Hugh Hamill, jun. 
Francis Higgins 
Will. Hamilton, Tullyhogg 

volunteers 
Will. Hughs, jun. Wexford 
Will. Hull, Donaghadee 
Edward Howes, jun. mer- 
chant Waterford 
Henry Hutton, Dublin 
Francis Hamilton, Belfaft 
John Hamilton, Belfaft 
John Holmes, Belfaft 
James Holmes, Belfaft 
Jac. Hancock, jun. Li(bum 
— Hamilton, furgeon, Derry 
John Hood, land furveyor 
David Henderfon, Bally- 

ihannon 
Andrew Hume, Balvile 
John Hancock, linen draper 

Lifburn 
Edw. Hogg, ditto Lllbum 
Samuel Hill, ditto Lifburn 
John Haftings, Lifburn 
Sam. Heron, attorney Lif- 
burn 
Henry Harrifon, furgeon 
Strabane 



Will. Hobbs, efq; 
Thomas Hearn, Af. D. 
Alderman James Henry, Reynrelt 
Mr. Hugh Haflet, mercht. Belfaft 
lames Haflet, merchant 
Jofeph Hall, Lurgan . 
John Harvey, L: Derry 
Will. Harknefsy merchant, 
Dublin 
Capt. James Hill, firft Portglen- 

one volunteers 
Lieut. Will. Hunter, Dunmurry 
volunteers 
ames Hall, efq; Enni(killen 
ofeph Hardy, efq; Cloverhill 
ames Hamill, efq; capt. Cole- 
raine battalion 
John Haltridge, gent. Coleraine 
James Hamilton, efq; near Bel- 
faft 
Roger Harrifon, efq; 
Mafter Thomas Hull, Bangor 
Rev George Harris 
John Hodges 

Robert Hazlet, A. M firft 
chaplain, Coleraine bat. 
David Harvey 
Mr. Harold 

Dean Hamilton, Armagh 
James Hamilton, Kildrofs 
Mofes Hogg 
Edmund Hamilton 
Nicholas Hamilton 
Ralph Higgenbothom 
Jas. Hamilton, Waterford 
Francis Hutchefon, Lifburn 
Adam Harvey, Strabane 
John Harvey, Mallinhall 
Mr. Hawkey, Dundalk 
Lawrence Harman Harman, efq; 

county Longford 
Will Harrifon, efq; 
Sir Henry Hartftong, bart, co. 

Limerick 
John Hewitt, efq; 
Mrs Catharine Huddart 
Lieut. James Haminerfly, Lough* 
inihillin bat. 

Will. 
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Will. Hamilton, efq; attorney 
Hugh Hamihony merchant Dub- 
lin 
Henry Hanghton, fen. efq; 
Hcrcule^ Hey land, efq; 
Robert Hamilton, efq^ Dublin 
Jofeph Hoarc, efq; 
[aines Hartley, eiq; 
Joiiah George Hort, efq; 
Dr. Houfton, Donegal 
James Hamilton, efq; Monaghan 
Hueh Hamilton, efq; Ballyna* 

hmch 
Edw. Hart, efq; Marlborough 
Will. HamiltOBy efq; Lawyers 

corps 
John Heard, efq; folicitor ca- 

fual, rev. 
£dward Hudfon, efq; Lawyers 

corps 
Will. Hudfon, efq; ditto 
Michael Harris, efq; ditto 
John Percival Hunt, efq; ditto 
John Hunt, efq; ditto 
tofeph Huband, efq; ditto 
Dudiy Hufley efq; ditto 
Henry Hanailtony efq; Newsy 

I 

Right Hon. Richard Jackfon, 

Coleraine 
Col. Irvine, Lotherftown volim- 

leers, 4 copies 
Thomas Morris Jones, efq; col. 

glorious memory battalion 
Francis Lewb Irwin, efq; Taa 

rego 
Henry Irwin, efq; Streamftown 
Charles Johnfton, efq; LAwyers 

corps 
John Johnfton, efqi capt. firft 

Tjrrone regt. 

iohn Jacob, efqi 
latthew Jacob, efq; 
Mrs. Letitia Jones 
Mifs Jones 
Oipt. Robert Johnfton^ Dun* 



RS NAMES. 

Enfign Will. Johnfton Dttnmurr/ 

volunteers 
Cayley Johnfton, efq; 
Arthur Johnfton, efcy 
Lieut Thomas Johnfton, firft 

Tyrone regt. 
Thomas Jackfon, efq; 
Edward Jones, efq; Norman's 

grove 
Capt. Henry Irvine 
Thomas Tamefon, efq; 
Lieut. Will. Jones, Lambeg ^o- 

lijnteers 
Richard Jones, efq; Lawyers 

corps 
Will. Jones, efq; Cork 
Rev. Francis Johnfton 

Rob. JacKfon, chaplajn red 

battalion, Ulfter regt 
John Irwin, Clogher 
Will. JohnftpQ, Fivemile- 
town 
Mr. John Johnfton, Drinan 

^ohn Johnfton, Edenduff- 

carrick rangers 
John Johnfton, Wood vale 
John Jelly 

Henry Joy, Jun. Beliaft 
George Joy, Belfaft 
David Jones, mercht. Watei> 

ford 
Thomas Jones, mercht. Roft 
Henry Jackfon, Dublin 
Samuel Jamefon, Belleville 
Robert Johnfton, Rilleter 
Rob. Jamifon, jun. Strabane 
Andrew Jenkins^ Strabane 

rangers 
George Jardinc, profeilbr 
* of Philofophy, College of 

Glafgow: 
James Johnfton, Edenvalf 

K 
Earl of Kingfton 
Lord Vifcount Kiogiboraug;li 
Lord Kenmui:e 
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Right Hdn. Hen King, co. Sligo 
Hon. Tho. KnoZy ill. P. Dun- 

gannon 
Charles Kihg, cfq; M. P. Fard« 

rofs, ^ copies 
Lord Killeen 

Col. George Knox, Frehcn 
Geo. Knox, re^or Clonleigh />/>. 
George Keys, efq» capt. Donegal 

battalion 
Will. Knox, cfq; Kilcaddan 
Mr. Robert Kerr, merchant, 
Charles Keys, attorney 

John Kelfo, Maghracregan 
ohn Kennier, Greenfield 
Robert Kennedy 
Will. King, mer. Coleraine 
Peter Kelly 
Francis Kindelan 
fohn Gorman Kennedy 
John Keogh 
Will. Kelly 
Robert Kent 
. Alex Kavannagh, Wexford 
George Keough, merchant^ 

RoTs 
James Kennedy, Dublin 
John Kyle, Camniih 
Phelix Kirk, mathematiciaoA 
Lifford 
Thomas Kirwan, cfq^ 
Mrs Kennedy 
, Richard Ker, efqj 
' David Ker, efqj 
Will Kirk, cfqj fufveyor 
Mrs King 
John Knox, efqj 

Mark Kerr, efq; Af. D Granard 
Robert Kyle, efq; Donaghadee 
Richard Kearney, efq; 
James Kearney efq; 
Francis King, efq; 
Rev. Sam Kearns, jf. B. Stew- 
artftwon 
Thomas Kennedy, Downc 
Will Knbx, Dumbo 
James Knox 
Will. Kennedy, Carlan4 



Rev. Arthnr Kyle, Coleraine 

James Ker, Clogherhy 
Mifs Martha Knox 
Lieut. John Kinley, Lifbom, Fu- 

(ileers 
Mafter John Killigrew, Dunbar 
Michael Kelly, efq; 
James Kirwan, ' cfq; Laviryeri 

corps 
Martin Kirwan, efq; ditto 
Edward King, cfq; Af. P. ditti 
Samuel Crokef King, efq; 
Mrs Knox, Charlton, Kent 



The Duke of Leinfter 
Hon JufticcLill 
Celotiel Lyon 

John Lcland, cfq; Lawyers corps 
— — Lawfon, cfq; major, Ty- 
rone battalion 
Rev. John Lifter 

John Lindfay, chap. ^Wjw 

mena volunteers 
John Law 

Colin Lindfay, "Dundalk 
Thomas Leech 
James Lowry 
Richard Lefsley, Strabane 
Samuel Levingfton, Clare 
Will. Law, Caftlctown 
Major James Lendnck, gloricnu 

memory, battalion 
Charles Lewis, efq; London 
James Leflie, efq; Lefliehill 
Rich. Loyd, efq; mayor Colcrafne 
Sam. Lyle, efq; capt. firft cbmp. 

Coleraine bat. 
Will. Lecky; ^fq; capt. blue vo- 
lunteers 
Will. Legg, efq; 
Mr. James Love, CranUll 
Thomas Lor i mer 
Sam. Lawrence, merchant, 

Coleraine 
Oliver Leech, Lieut, blue 
• volunteers 
Patrick Long 

Mr. 
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Mr. Robert Lynch Mr. 

David Leech, Caitigan 
Thomas Lyons, Belfaft 
James Leckv, merch. Dublin 
James Ledhe, Coagh volun- 
teers 
George Ledlie, ditto 
Arthur Lu(k, Ballywalter 
Will Lemon, Donaghadee 
. John Lanphier, mercht. Roili 
Richard Litton 
Samuel Law, Caftlewilltn 
'/Vlex. Laurence, merchaatj 

Coleraine 
Alex. Leney, A^ S. Crum^ 
lin near Dublin 
•Robert Lindfoy, efqj firft Tyrone 

rcgt. 
Ueut Samuel JUttle, firft Tyrone 

regt. . 
Ettfign Will. Law, Cdenmore 
Simon Lanphier, M, D. 
Thomas Lanphier, efq; 
Will. Latham, efq; 
Right Hon. Lady Dbwageti^ 

Longford 
Robert Lowry, efq; 
Hugh Lyle, efq; Coleraine 
John Law, efq; M. D Lnrgail 
Richard Longfield, efq; M. A 

Lawyers corps 
Townly Lawdor^ efq; ditto 

M 
Bon. Major Gen. James Murray. 
Alex. Montgomery, ciqj M P. co. 

Cavan 
Nath. Montgomery, efq; M. P. 
Lieut. Col. James M^Clintock, 

Trifftaugh 
Col. Rob. M*CBntock, Dunmore 
Rainey Maxwell, efqi Dnimbo, 

4 copies 
John M'Clintock, efq; Drumcar, 

iames Maxwell, efq; Caftlegolan 
Ir. Petet M'Donagh, attorney 
WUK M'Neill, Union rang. 

B3 
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John Maxwell, lient. Glen- 
wood forreftcrs 
Sam. Morton, Strabane vol. 

iohn Martin, Cloghcr vol. 
V'illiMagiil,lieut.firftTy- 

rone regt, 
Stuart Mulligan, Attorneys 

corps 
Archibald Murray, Bally* 

Shannon 
Sam Morel], diftiller A* 

,hoghill 
1K.obert Moi^tgomery, Bally- 

mena 
Will. M*Caa, Belaghy 
James M^Cabe, London 
Will. Montgomery, Lame 
Will M'Cance, Belfaft light 

horfe 
Js. M'Clelland, Mllmount 
David M*Cance 
Js. M* William, Baabridge 

volunteers 
' JohnM'Csince, MuUiganV 

town 
Dennis McCarthy, mef chanty 

Corke, 
Thomas M^Quoid 
Will. M*Kean 
James M'Mullen, merchant^ 

Coleraine 
John M'Hallem, Ballym^na- 

ihee 
Robert Moor, lieut. Derry 

artillery, 2 copies 
Will. M'Grah 
Edward Charles Mayne 
Alex. Major 
James M*Cowen 
John Merryman 
James M'I)onnel 
Richard M*Cormicfc 
Tho. M^Dbnnel, 6 copies 
Mark M^Mahon 
Will. Mooney 
Thomas Mstgan 
Roger Magennis 
Thomeas M^thevrs 

TAff 
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Mr. Mathew Meafct Goitin 

John Meafe, ditto 
■' Millar, efqj capt. Dnn 



Ml'. Henrjr M*Call 

Patrick Mackaj^ merchant^ 

Dundalk 
John M'Allafter 
Hugh Murphy, Dublin 
Will. Macormack, Dublin 
Rober Moffet 
Henry MKsrowan Donagha- 

dee 
Dan. M*Kam, ditto ^ 
Samuel Moreland, dittto 
Thomas Magee, ditto 
Alex M'Gowan, ditto 
Hugh Mil wain, Belfaft 

James McGregor, GJafgow 
lugh Montgomery 
John Mathews, Belfaft 
^rtholomew Maziere 
Thomas Mackay 
St George M'Cartby, Dub^ 

lin 
John M'Cance, jun. Duiw 

murry' 
Wni. A^xwetl, apothecary,^ 

Omagh 
Henry ^xwell, furgeon^ 

ditto 
Abra. M^Caufland, mercht* 
William M'Maftcr, Arch- 

snount, Killead 
Will. Martin, linen draper^ 

Lifhum 
John M'Clean, Lifbum 
James Murray, ditto 
Will Maxwell, Drumbo 
John M*Crea, Monally 
John M'Clenachan, Convoy 
Robert M'Oenachan, PU' 

ladelphia 
Cunrngham M'Alpine. Stra- 

bane 
Blair MK^lenachan, mer-» 

chant. Philadelphia 
Samuel Moore, mathemati- 
cian Strabane 
John MafFet, Faranfad 
Robert M*Crea, Glencufli 
John Myersy Templepark 



pen company 
Alex Montgomery, Mountchar* 

les volunteers 
John M'Mollen, efq; king's coun* 

cil 
Col. ConoHy M'Caufland, 3d 

Ulfter regt. 
Eneas Murray, efq; capt.. lieut. 

apprentice boys 
Charles M'Clenachan, efq; Law* 

yers corps 
Oliver M^Cauilandy efqi major^ 

Raphoe battalion 
— — Millignot, A. M. Redtor 

LiiTan 
Rer. John M^Cleland, A. M. 
Coagh 
Theodonis MartiB, A- M* 
Peter Macmullen 
Alex M'Comfa^ 
Futt Maribal 
Hugh M'Cleriandy Armoy 
James Maffet 
James M'Farlane, Macaf- 

quin 
Arthur M'Meckan^ A. M. 

Ek)wnpatrick 
Will M'Whir, A. M. Mo- 

nyret 
Andrew Millar, Lungs 
Dr. M'Mullon 
John Martin, Caledoii 
Will. Moor, Poles 
James M'Kenna, BrooUnd 
Robert M'Ghee 
James Murdock 
Benjamin M'Dowel, Dublin 
Wilt Moore Moneyinore 
Dean Marlay 
Boyle Moody, Newry 
Mr. Moorhead, Fintona 
James Malcom, Drumbo 
Will M*Ghee, Carickke 
Mr. Mar/haly Balljrmoneyp 
a copies 

Rcf« 
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R^. Robert M Clurc, Anna hilt 
Mr. Murray, Cookftown 
Patrick Morgan, ClandufF 
Mr. Marlhal, A M LifFord 
Will. Moore, king's court 
Mr. Montgomery, Bailie* 

borough 
Alex. Mercer, Crumlin near 

Dublin 
John Moody, A. Af. Dublin 
Will. Maxwell, efq; Strabane 
Alex. Macmanus, efq; major, 

firft roval regt. volunteers 
Mrs Heiier Macnaanus 
Mifs Macmanus 

John Macmanus, efq; Tully- 
gowan 

John M'Vitty, efq; 
ieut. Robert MH:iel]and, BaiH 

bridge volunteers 
Michael McCarthy, efq; Corke 
Daniel M C^rthy, efq^ attorney, 

Corke 
Bryan M'Sheehy, mercht. Corke 
Bartholomew M Naghten, eiq; 

Coleraine 
Will. Moor efq; Moor Lodge 
Neal M Anulty, gent. Coleraine 
Geo Martin, efq; M. D. Cole- 
raine 
Capt. James Moore, Ballydevitty 
Edward Maine, efq; 
George Will. Molyneaux, efq; 
Lieut. James M'Mordie, Drum- 

aghliik 
Lieut. Will M*Conchy, Antrim 
Lieut. James M'Conchy, Antrim 
Mifs Catharine M Cliniock 
James Edward Moore, efq; 
Edward Moore, efq; 
Patrick M Grawran, z copies 
Neal M Neal, efqj Johnfburgh 
Daniel M'Neal, efq; 2 copies 
Daniei Muffenden, efq; 
Alex Montgomery, efq; Af. P. 

coun y Donegal 
John Maxwell, efq; Aghenis 
Will. Molefworth, efq; 



lieut John Maconchy, (irft Ty* 

rone regt. 
Eniign \nthony M'Reynolds, 

firft Tyrone regt. 
Will. M'llwain, efq; Lisfenin 
Thomas Mitchel, elq; 
Will M*Culloch, fen. efq; 
Will M*Culloch, jun. efq; 
Charles McCarthy, efq; Strang- 

ford 
Mifs Margaret Murray, Armagh 
Alex M'Minn, efq; Donagha- 

dee 
Capt. M'Minn, ditto 
Mrs. Moorhcad, ditto 
Edward May, efq; 
Benjamin Morris, efq; 
Will. Morris, efq; 
Mrs Moat, Killead ' 
Will. Mitchell, efq; infpea. gen. 

of barracks in Ireland 
John Moore, efq; 
Georee Maquay, efq; 
John Leland Maquay, e{q^ 
George Maconchy, efq; 
Alex M^Clintock, efq; 
Mifs M'Colloh, Ballyarton 
Capt. John Malcom, Ballyliflbn 

volunteers 
Dr Moody, Dublin 
Dr. Mungan 
John Martin, efq; 
Jofeph Meredith, efq; 
Richard Martin, efq; 
Caot. John M*Clenachan, Phila- 
delphia 
Geo. M Clenahan, ilf. D. Convoy 
John Macky, efq; 
Mrs. Elixabeth M'Cartan 
Will. MCart«ey, efq; Murlough 
Mifs Mclling, Newry 
Arthur Macartney, efq; Lawyers 

corps 
John Macartney, elq; Lawyera 
corps, dep chief remem. and 
auditor of accounts court o£ 
exchequer 

Mayne, efq^ Lawyers corps 

Joha 
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John Murpby, efqi ditto 
Richard Moore, cfqf ditto 
Thomas Mullock, efq; ditto 
Mrs. Mercer, Crvmlia near 

Dublin 
Dr. Meafe, Strabane 
James Maxwell, eiq; Rofebrook 
Sam. Maxwell, M. D» Armagh 

N 
Sir Edward Newenham, knt. 
Richard Neville, efq; M P. 
Edward Newenham, efq; 
Will. Newenham, efqj Cork 
Mr. Will. Newenham 

' ■ ' '■ Norris, furgeon, Lon«r 
don 

Thomas Nevin 

Hugh Nevin 

Rowland Norris 

' ■ Napper, merchant, 
Waterford 

Nath. Neilfon, Beaumont 

Robt. Neilfon, capt. Stra- 
bane rangers 

Will. Neilfon, Strabane vol. 

N. Neilfon, jun. Strabane 
Mifs Jane Nevin, 
David Naili, efq^ Limerick 
Rev. Mofes Nelfon, Redemon 

Charles Naylor, Rofs 

Robert Nelfon, Omagh 
Will. Nolan, efq; Gal way 
Arthur Noble, efqj Church Hill 
Adam Noble, efq; Longfield 
Will. Newport, efq; 
Simon John Newport, efq; 
Joftiua Nefbit, efq; Tillydonnel 



Charles 0,Hata» efqi Njmp^iield 

6 copies 
John O^Donnel, efq; Attorneys 

corps 
Mr. James Orr, lieut. firft Tyrone 
regt. 
Owen O'Calloghan, Cullo* 

ville 
John 0*Neil, Brakcart 
Arthur O'Connel, merchant 

Cork 
John O'Moylan, ditto, Cork 
James O'Halloran, apothe- 
cary, Cork 
Thomas O'Drynan, Knuck* 

nemana 
Dennis O'Shine, Killarney 
John Olphert 
James O'Reilly, junr 
Alex. Orr, Belfaft 
Archibald Ormfton 
John O'Neil, Lifbum 
Robert Orr, Gallony 
James Orr, adjutant Stra- 
bane battalion 
Daniel O'Mullan, land jEur- 
veyor, Ballinahinch 
Henry 0*Hara, efq; Harabrook 
Ambrofe O'Rorke, efqj 
Digby O'Brian, efq; 
Patrick O'Donoghan, efq; Kilroo 
D. J O'Brien, efq; 
Matthew O'Reilly, efq; 
Rev. Will. Ovins, A. B. CroAy'a 
town 
Char. O'Neil, Drumcondra 



Will. O'Reilly, efq; M- D. 
Charles O'Connor, efq; 
John Nelfon, efq; Lawyers corps^ John Ogle, jun. efq; Ncwry 
Brett Norton, efq; ditto Daniel O'Brian, efq; 

John Simeon Newport, efq; ditto Mrs. Deborah, O'^onnel, Lime- 
rick 
Edward Obre, efq; Li(bum 
Jeffrey, O'Donaghue, efq; Law- 
yers corps 
James O'Hara, efq? ditto 
Hugh O'Donnel^ efq; ditto 



O 

Sir Lucius O'Brien, bart. 
George Ogle, efq; M P county 

Wexford 
ComcU O'Callaghan, efqj M. P. 



John 
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John Herbert Orpen, efq; Af. D. 

Corkc 
Ralph Smith, Obre, efq; Lawyers 
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L E t t E k I. 

« 

ApRit 29, 1782. 

ACCEPT of the watm congratulations of on^ 
of the moll afFeftionate of your friends. As 
ah Irilhmanj you will now command from foreign-* 
crs that refpeift which they have withheld from us 
for cerituries: The God of Nature has diftinguifhed 
our dduntry with a variety of his choiceft bleflings : 
A fruitful foil, a happy temperature of clirhate, and 
advantages mdft favourable to extenfive commerce. 
In the virtues of her inhabitants his kindnefs has 
been as eminently diplayed. But the hand of 
po\Ver lias deeply injured us in refpe^l to a goDtl 
which is one of the firft conftitueiits of human 
happinefs. Our bfeft inheritance, our deareft rights 
have been violated. You will rejoice in the fa* 
f curable change which has lately takeil place in our 
Vol. I. C fituation. 
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fituation. The Genius of Liberty has difperfed the 
darknefs that covered our political horizon, and 
opened to us the brighteft profpeft that can be pre- 
fented to a free people; 

In the hiftory of the world, nurnerous inftanceS 
have occurred wherein the lives of multitudes' of 
the human race have been the jprice of freedom; 
The heroic patriots of antiquity who fealed the 
caufe of Liberty with their blood, purchafed this 
ineftimable blefling, not for themfelves but their 
pofterity. Irifhmen amidft the bleffings of peace are 
to obtain the glorious object of their wi(hes,* and live 
to enjoy the reward of their virtuesi Scarcely do 
the annals of any country prefent us with a concur- 
rence of circumftances fo favourable to Liberty as 
thofe which lately combined to refcue us from 
ufurped dominatipn and eftablifli our conftitutional 
rights. The people feized the fortunate moment. 
Animated by a glorioujS iitipulfe, which the corrup- 
tion c f a degenerate age could not reftft, they fpoke 
^loud their injuries and determined to be free. 
Their united voice and that of their reprefentatives 
commanded the attentiori of England •, taught wif- 
dom by dear-bought experience, fhe muft relin- 
quifh her unrightebus claims upon Irelarid ; by 
purfuing a different cdnduft three rriillions of fub- 
je<Sts were fevered from her empire oii the other 
fide of the Atlantic. But I anticipate. 

At your defire, I haVe, for feme time pall, turn 
ed my attention to the ,Hifl:oty of Ireland with a- 
view to give you a Iketch of it in a feries of letters. 
I fhall now proceed to gratify yoii with relation to 
this important fubjeft. Moll willingly would I 

have 
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have undertaken it fooner, but my enquiries were 
retarded by a variety of avocations in which I am 
neceffarily engaged. In the execution of this de- 
fign^ I will omit no fafts the knowledge of which 
may contribute to your inftruftion. Thefe howe- 
ver you are not i6 expeA in detail. The limits of 
my plan will only permit me to lay them before 
you in a comprehenfive point 6f view. But niy 
great objeA will be to trace out, afcertain and vin- 
dicate our conftitutional rights. With thefe every 
Iriftiman, whofe fituation will admit of it, fliould 
be i^rfedlly acquainted. This will heighten them 
in his efteeni, and be a fecurity agai^ft future en- 
croachments. Experience (hould teach us wifdom. 
A diftinft knowledge of our privileges and of the! 
particulars in which we have been injured, as a free 
and independent nation, will prompt us to watch 
with a jealous eye every effort of foreign power 
which may lead to an invafion of our rights. The 
period which relates to this moft interefting fubjeA 
begins with the invafion of Ireland by the Englirti 
in the year of Chrift, eleven hundred and fixty-fix, 
^nd ends at the prefent time. But as you proba- 
bly wifli to know forriething of what happened pri- 
or to that period^ I will carry you back to the land- 
ing of the Mil^fians, and give you a few outlines 
of the antiquities of our coufitry. . 

The origin and early tranfaftioris of every nati- 
on are involved in much obfcurity. As the hifto- 
rian defcends darknefs gradually difappears. The 
light begins to dawn ; it encreafes until the fadls 
which he relates are placed in the cleareft point of 
view. With refpeft fo the Hiftory of Ireland, 

Cz it 
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it is much to be regretted that materials are very 
deficient for a long feries of years* The miffiona- 
ries employed to convert the natives to Chriftianity 
in the fifth century, blinded by fuperftition, com- 
mitted as prophane all the monuments of druidical 
learning they met with to the flames. In this pi- 
ous work the druids themfelves, who received the 
dodrines of the gofpel, aflifled with enthufiaftic 
zeal. 

The Danes invaded this country in the eighth 
century which they miferably haraffed until their 
power was e^tinguiftied by the viftory at Clontarf, 
Sunk in the grofleft ignorance, they deftroyed all 
the marks of literature they any where found with 
a favage undiftinguifhing ferocity* Nor, at a later 
period, were the Englifli afliamed to imitate an ex- 
ample fo difgraceful to a people that pretended to 
civilization and polifhed manners* 

These invaders were not more hoftile to the in- 
habitants than. to the writings of the bards which 
animated their countrymen to vindicate their rights, 
and at the fame time were monuments of their 
ufurpation. With the fame illiberal fpirit, Edward 
the Firft deftroyed the htftorical records of Scot- 
land. Thofe of the Carthaginians were treated in 
the fame manner by the conquerors of the world. 

But all the hiftorical records of Ireland were 
riot deftroyed. Some efcaped the fury of their ene- 
rnies and the devaftations of time. In thofe of a 
remote antiquity, like the early accounts of every 
nation, truth is deeply involved in fable. They arc 
moftly the compofition of bards, who, agreeably to 
the genius of poetry, reprefent fads in the lively, 

but 
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but often deceitful colourings of imagination. The 
antiquities of Ireland have been difgraced by the 
very improper ufe made of thefe materials, Hifto- 
rians, even of our own times, by not feparating 
the true, or at leaft the probable, from the produc- 
tions of fancy, have induced a belief that the 
whole is a fiction. 

In the flight fketch I will give you of this part 
of the fubjeft, I defign to feleft thofe particulars, 
which, at leaft in refpeft to internal evidence, bear 
the ftrongeft marks of authenticity. But, before wc 
enter on the narrative, there are fome things with 
which you may wifli to be acquainted. The know- 
ledge of them will enable you more (:learly to un- 
derfiaud what follows^ 

Adieu, 

LETTER n. 

UPON the fame principle that age in an indi- 
vidual commands rcfpe<St; every nation in the 
world has been at pains to trace back its origin to a 
refnotc antiquity Of this, among other examples, 
the conteft upon that point betwixt the Scythians 
and Egyptians, recorded by Juftin, is a celebrated 
inftance. From this Jburce of honor Ireland fairly 
claims, at leaft an adequate portion. The title of 
Lord of Ireland gave precedence to Henry the Fifth 
at ^,the Council of Conftance in preference to the 
Ambaffador of France. Our records unanimoufly 
agree that the Irilh derive their origin from the 
Phdnicians, a colony of whom, they affert, landed 

C 2 i^ 
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in* Ireland a thoufend years before the bii th of 
Oirift. 

There are ftill remaining large pillars of rude 
ftones placed ereft, on the top of which there are 
fixed others in an inclined and horizontal pofition, 
refembling the altars raifed by the Phenicians in hor 
nor of their God Belus. In feveral parts of the 
kingdom there are to be feen other monuments, 
and even to this day, certain cuftoms are retained 
among the native Irilh, which feem to poii t out 
pretty clearly our antient conneftion with this natir 
tion. The opinion of our annalifts concerning this 
point is powerfully ftrengthened by Sir Ifaac New- 
ton, who informs us in his Chronology, that a 'lation 
of Iberians from the borders of the EuxiAe and 
Cafpian Sea fettled antiently in Spain ; that the 
Phenicians, who firft introduced arts and letters Iut 
to Europe, had fin early intercourfe. with the Iberi- 
an Spaniards, a colony of whom, by the name of 
Scots, fettled in Ireland in the fourth age of the 
world. The period here rnentioned co-incides re- 
markably with that afligned by our antiquarians to 
the arrival of the Milefians in this country. 

To Ireland, Scotland was indebted for it's firft 
inhabitants. Of the latter kingdom, Edward the 
Firft, as has been mentioned, deftroyed the hifto- 
rical records. This fliameful a6l of tyranny, which 
fcarcely any remains of their antient literature Sur- 
vived, obliged the Scotch antiquaries to have re-r 
courfe to the records of this country, which taught 
them to acknowledge it as their parent ftate* At 
an early period, Ireland, from the Iberian Scots, 
was called Scotia* 

Ik 
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In the eleventh <:^ntury, the government of the 
Pidts in Scotland was deftroyed. The Pidts a colo- 
ny from us, were reunited to belaud. Then it 
was that Scotland, formerly called Albania, firft re- 
ceived the denomination of Scotia Minor, to diftin- 
guifti it from which, this kingdom was called Scotia 
Major. King James the firft, in one of his fpeeches 
to the parliament, boafts of the Scottifli dynafty bcr 
ing derived froni that of Ireland. 

Some have aflerted that the ufe of letters was 
not known in Ireland until th^ times of Saint 
Patrick. • This opinion id unfupported by any cbn^. 
vincing evidence. The Irilh is altogether difr 
ferent from the Roman alphabet, with refped; to the 
powers, the number, and the ftrufture of it's let- 
ters. It claims for it's origin the Celtae, from whom, 
as we are told by Arift9tle^ the Greeks borrowed 
their alphabet. Doctor . Ray mond, our celebrated 
antiquarian, afferts, that it is exadly the feme with 
the aritient Celtic. He has given a fpecimen of the 
Lord's Prayer in both, where even a fuperficial ob- 
ferver muft perceive a ftrikkig fimilarity. The 
fame thing may be faid of the fpecimens of the 
Phenician,, which is a dialeft of the Celtic, and the 
antient Irilh language publifhed by Lieut, CoL 
Charles Vallancey, to whofe diftinguifhed know lege 
of our native tongue^ and laborious refearches into 
the antiquities of this country, the curious in fiich 
matters are fo much indebted. Sir William Tem- 
ple fays, that the Celtic dialedt ufed bv the natives 
of Ireland, is the moft original and unmixt lan- 
guage that yet rcniain« in any part of Earope. 

From 
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Prom the rudeft ftate arts advance forwards by 
progreffive fteps to perfeftion. At the period when 
the Iriih nation were acquainted with the ufe of 
letters, which it is probable was coeval with the 
landing of the Miiefians, they could not have been 
quite uncivilized. 

Nothing can be faid with certainty in refpedt 
to their earlieft writings, as no traces of them rcr 
main, except in monumental infcriptions. 

A FEW centuries after the Ghriftian ^ra when 
, the ravages of the Goths and Vandals had extiur 
guiflied, elfewhere, the means of knowledge, and 
involved the other nations of Europe in the thickeft 
darknefs, Ireland, like Athens of old, was refort^ 
ed to by foreigners as the only furviving repofitory 
of learning. At that period, feminaries of knowr 
ledge were erefted in feveral parts of the kingr 
dom. Learning was encouraged and cultivated, 
more efpecially by the clergy, with a zeal almoft 
approaching to enthufiafm. The falutary effedVs of 
this were experienced beyond the limits of our own 
country. Our miffionari^s paffed over to the conti- 
nent, where they were received with grateful appro- 
bation, and their labours in the honorable work of 
communicating information, crowned with fuccefs. 
Henri CK of Saint Germaine, who flourilhed in 
the reign of Charles the Bald, writing on this fub- 
jedt, gives this flattering teftimony, ** Why, 
*• alks he, fhould I mention Ireland I Almoft the 
whole nation, defpifmg the dangers of the fea, re- 
fort to our coafti^, with a numerous train of phi- 
lofopbers". We have the authority of Bede, that 
Ofwald, the Anglo-Saxon king, applied to Ireland for 

learned 
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leawied men to teach his people the principles of 
Chriftianity. In the feventh century, the learning 
of the Irifh was celebrated fo highly in Europe, that 
the Emperor Charles the Great honored them, ve- 
ry particularly, with his alliance and friendftiip, a 
memorial of which is preferved to this day in the 
paintings of the Royal Palace at Verfailles. 

But it muft be acknowledged, thaf the learning 
of which we are fpeaking, had degenerated greatly 
from the elegance and dignity of philofophy ; it was 
of that kind for which the monks of thofe days 
were diftinguifhed. The principal part of it cpn- 
fitted in the ftudy of the fcholaftic philofophy. In 
thefe modern times our improvements in the feveral 
branches of literature have rifen to a much higher 
degree of perfeftion. independent of their intrin- 
fie worth, the excellence of thmgs is valtied by 
comparifon. Even a faint light, if furroundcd by 
darkijefs, appears in a confpicuous point of view. 

Farewell. 

LETTER III. 

• 

IF, notwithftanding all that has been written on 
the fubjeci, we Imve difficulty in forming a clear 
idea of the celebrated conftitutions of Athens and 
Sparta, it is not furprifing that we have not con^ 
veyed to us a diftinft knowledge of the old Iiifli 
government. We are by no means, however, witl>t 
out light fufficient to give us a general idea of if. . 
When colonies emigrate they naturally in- 
troduce into their new fettlements the form of go- 
-vernment to which they had been accuftomed in 
the parent Hate. 

AccoRp* 
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Accordingly, the government eftabliflied ;)by 
the Milefians upon their arrival in Ireland, was mo? 
narchicaL It was a pentarchy correfponding to 
the principalities into which they originally divided 
the kingdom. 

At the head of the provincial kings was placed 
a fupreme monarch, to whom they paid tribute as a 
jnark of fubjeftion ; in all other refpeAs they were 
perfeftly independent. They governed their fubr 
je6ts, made peace and war, and entered into trear 
ties, without control. 

The throne, and all the fubordinate offices of ftate 
were eledtive. By an original law of the coftituti- 
on the fucceflbr to the throne, to prevent the evils 
of anarchy, was elefted during the life of the 
reigning prince, and could be taken from no other 
family but that of Milefius. In their choice of a 
fovereign they had great refpeft for feniority ; but 
on fuch occafions, a regard to thofe qualifications 
neceflary for governrnent, and ftill more for com- 
manding in war, was their leading principle. 

If the elder branch of the royal family had not 
arrived at his twenty fifth year, which, with them, 
was the age of maturity, if he laboured under any 
bodily infirmity or mental weaknefs, if he was 
chargeable with injuftice or cruelty, they rejected 
him and chofe a younger, perhaps a collateral 
branch, not difqualified by ^ny of thefe imperfecti- 
ons. 

• As the will of the people was the fouroe of pow- 
er, and there was no intermediate order to affift by 
it's authority in reftraining'them within the proper 
limits of obedience to their prince, his influence, in 

times 
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times of peace was not fufficient for preferving the 
public tranquility. QUam Fodlah, one of the 
wifeft of our Irift kings, in order to fupport th« 
intereft of his family aqd advance the ^welfare 
of his country, endeavoured to re<5tify this evil He 
inftituted a fenatorial order, eonfifting chiefly of the 
druids moft dftijiguiKhed for learning, whp were to 
be eled:e(j in fuceeflion every (eventh year, and to 
aflemble every third year at Teampr to en^ft law^ 
and to regulate the public affairs in fuch a manner 
as to balance with an equal hand the power of the 
king and that of their conftituents. But civil au- 
thority, added to the influence whiph their profeflioa 
as litterati commanded in the ftate, rendered them 
too powerful for anfwering the falutary purpofe of 
their inftitution. From the time of their appoint* 
ment, the privilege of choofing the prince eleft or 
Roydamna was veiled in them. Similar to this 
were the inftitutions of the provincial fovereignties, 
but, in matters of general concern, they were fub^ 
jedt to the control of the parliament of Teamor. 
The commands of this great council were defigned 
to be abfolute over the whole natioq, but, through 
the ambition of the kings and inferior chieftains, 
they were frequently difobeyed. It continued, 
without interruption, until the year five hundred 
and fixty. Having become fubjedl to undue influ- 
ence, it was then fuperfeded, and did not meet until 
the council of Dromkeat, in which the Irifli and the 
colonies of Pifts which had fettled in Scotland were, 
reprefehted. The time of it's firfl: iqftitutiQn and 
that of it's final extindion include eleven centuries. 

Each 
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Each king, in his own territories, was poflefled 
of the fupreme executive power. By his authority, 
a civil officer, to whom they gave the name of Bre- 
hon, adminiftred juftice. The brehons did not de- 
termine arbitrarily the caufes which they adjudged ; 
there were certain fixed rules handed down by tra- 
dition, as the Englifli common law, and afterwards 
committed to writing by which they were guided 
in their decifions. 

Collections of thefe, in the Irifti language, 
are ftill extant, but as very few of them have yet; 
been tranflated, I can fay nothing fatisfadtory in re- 
lation to them. We know however, that violations 
of the law were puniflied by the impofition of fines, 
proportioned to the kind and degree of the offence, 
a portion of which was paid to the judge and the 
remainder to the party aggrieved. In the fame pe- 
riod of civil fociety, a fimilar mode of compenfatioh 
for crimes has been adopted by other nations of 
Afia and Europe. The moft complete fubjedtion 
to government is neceflary before the members of 
fociety will give up fo large a portion of their natu- 
ral rights as to permit even more flagrant ads of 
injuftice to be punifhed with the forfeiture of life. 
There are various tanfgreffions of law, more efpe- 
cially murder, for which a fine, either to individu- 
als more immediately injured, or the community, is 
by no means an adequate compenfation. Our mo- 
dem codes of criminal law are chargeable with the 
contrary extremd. To punifli the unfortunate 
wretch with death who Heals a few fhillings for the 
fupply of his immediate necelfities, is a flagrant vi? 

olation 
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elation of juftice and the common feelings of hu- 

manity. 

Adieu. 

L E T T E R IV. 

THERE is a circumftance which points out 
in a ftriking light, how tenacious the antient 
Irifli were of their political rights. Upon the elec- 
tion of a prince, one of the lirft a£ts of his admi- 
niftration was to make a prefent to his people, as a 
mark of his generofity and magnificence. They 
received it as an obligation, and confented to pay 
him a yearly tribute as a continued expreffion of 
their gratitude. 

The fenfe of dignity contained in this refined 
and delicate idea, of which perhaps no political 
tranfiiftion in the world affords a fimilar inftance, 
muft excite our admiration. One kind qf tribute 
confifted of provifions, and was defigned for the 
fupport of the king's houfhold. The quantity was 
•cxadlly afcertained^ From this tribute all the fepts 
connedted by confanguinity with the family of the 
prince, were exempted. Termon lands, or thofc 
which were fet apart for the fupport of the church, 
enjoyed the fame privilege. Befides the king's de- 
mefne, which contributed to fupply the exigence of 
government, and the general tax above-mentioned, 
there were certain lands called Menfal, exempted 
from all common charges, the pofleflbrs of which 
were obliged to provide neceffaries for bis table. It 
was ufual for the kings of Ireland to take a tour 
antong the chieftains fubjed to their authority, to 

each 
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each of whom they made prefents, in return for 
which, they entertained him and his retinue for a 
certam time. 

Upon this cuftom, which might in the begin- 
ning have been confidered by the cfcieftains as a 
mark of honor, were probably founded exaftions 
mofl grievous to the people. The example of fu- 
periors, it there be any thing in it which even re- 
motely may lead to evil, is ever attended with per- 
nicoiis efFefts. The cofhering of -the cliieftain on 
his followers, who by this cuftom, were compelled 
at a great expetice, to entertain him and his atten- 
dants, his horfes and his dogs, was exceedingly 
diftrefling. Nothing could be more tyrannical 
than the tax called Bonnaught, which the Lord, at 
difcretion, impofed on his dependants for maintain- 
ing a certain number of hOrfemeri and light armed 
foot, tt was afterwards adopted by the EngUni 
and diftinguirtied by the name of Coigne and Live-^ 
ry. iBefides this demand, which was occafional^ 
four times a year the people were fubjeft to an ex- 
action of a fimilar kind. 

In early times, ever, favourable to Liberty, thd 
prince retained no foldiers ; the number of fighting 
men, with which he was provided by his fubjefts 
as the,6ccafion might require, was fhe fole force ort 
which he relied, either for the purpofe of making 
war upon others, or the defence of his territories. 
But, in default of this fervice, their lands were not 
forfeited to the crown, which was the cafe in thofe 
countries where the feudal conftitufions were efta- 
blifhed. They did not hold them as military te- 
nures. Penalties to excite the trifh to war were urn- 

heceflary. 
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neceflary; Their kings were paffionately fond of 
glory. Very Few inftances are recorded of their 
furviving the difgrace of being conquered in the 
field of battle; To be crowned with the laurels of 
vi6lory was the darling objeft of their ambition. 
The fame loVe of war which Animated the Irifli. 
princes^ infpired the chieftains, arid was diffufed. 
through every ordef of the people. To this objeft 
the education of their children was principally di- 
rected; From infancy, they were trained up to ab- 
ftinertccj and employed in fuch ^xercifes as tended 
to invigorate their bodily powers and the faculties 
of the mind. Nothing was omitted neceflary to 
perfect them in the art of war. Very early, theif 
names were entered in the military lift, and thofe of 
then! entitled to fuch a diftinction were inverted 
with the honours of knighthood, to animate them 
to glorious atchievrhents. 

The Irifli, like their neighbours of Britain and 
Gaul, ufed tio fortifications ; they confidered. them 
as a coat of mail for cowards. If, on particular occa- 
fions, they fecured their camps, it was done in the 
flighteft manner, not as a fubftitute for courage, but 
to prevent the enemy from furprifmg then! by a 
iudden attack. 

Wi TH a martial cry, to intimidate the enemy and 
roufe in their own breafts a quick and violent ifnpulfe 
of courage, they began the oitfet in battle with the 
utmoft impetuofity -, if repulfed in the attack, 
which is a very remarkable circumftance, they ral- 
lied with coolnefs arid dejcterity. 

They made ufe of chariots in early times. 
Thefe gave place to infantry, which they found to 

be 
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be more lerviceable^ and on whom they placed their 
chief dependance: It confilied of two forts, heavy, 
and light armed. The former^ called Gallowglaffes, 
fought with a helmet^ a coat of mail and a battle- 
axe. Each of them, when he entered his corps, 
was obliged to fwear that he would not defert his 
Itandard. The fecond clafs^ or Keirns, were 
lightly armed with miflive weapons and a fword. 
The iCearns were fond of their fword even io en- 
thufiafm. 

One of thefe^ after a batile, in which he receiv- 
ed four wounds, expreffed his gratitude to heaven 
that the wounds had been inflifted on himfelf, and 
not upon his fword, the edge of which, to hi$ 
great joy, was uninjured. 

Adieu, 

Letter v. 

DRIJ IDS were an order of men highly diftin- 
guifhed in the ftate. You have feen that 
they were priells, poets, Jawgfivers^ judges and phi-^ 
lofophers. From Caefar and Tacitus w^ learn that 
they were not peculiar to this country. There 
were perfons in whom the fame profeflions werie 
united, in Germany and Gaul, and probably, in- 
deed, among all the Celtic nations. 

Their refpedive offices in this country are ac- 
curately diftinguifhed by Mr. Beauford. Th^y 
were divided into two clafTes^ facred and civil. It 
was the office of the firft to ftudy and explain the 
dodrines of religion, as well as to prefcribe the 
rites and ceremonies belonging to it. They like- 
wife 
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^ife ftudied the more fublime fciences of pbilo- 
- fbphy . Thefe were properly called Druids. With 
reipedt to the fecohd drder, thofe who confined 
fhemfelves to poetry obtained the title of Bards, 
from whom were taken the civil officers, who adted 
m the capacity of brehohs, or judges. 'I'he Fileas 
Were thofe whofei poetic conipofitions entirely re- 
lated to common life arid manners. Such as made 
genealogy the particular fubje£t of their ftudies 
were, in latter tifties^ called Senachies. But thefe 
feveral claifes were generally included in the eonh- 
mon appellation of bards. 

Besides the other diities of their profeffibn, the 
bards adted as heralds. Cloathed in white flowing 
robes, and aCcoiii(3anied by^ the itiuficians, they 
marched with the chiefs at the head of their armies 
to battle^ which they animated by martial drains, 
fung to the mufic of the harp. T*hey fiing alfo 
the panegyric of their heroes who were flain in the 
field.' This tribute of honor and the performance 
of their furieral rites was thought neceflary, in order 
that their fouls might be admitted into the abodes 
of happinefsi 

Th Bi ff)irit of ttieir p6ef ry was fimple, affefting 
and anintated. Gradually it's excellence was cor- 
rupted by faife ornaments. Even in it's degenerate 
ftate and of a fpedmen wtich he had feen of it in 
a tranflatiori, Speiicer fays, *^ that it favoured of 
** fweet wit and good invention." The bards were 
the compofers not only of poetry but of mufic. 
Cambrenfis declares that of all nations, the Irifli 
excel, beyond all comparifon, in mufical compofi- 
tions. Their power over the different paflioris of 

Vol. L D fW 
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the liumftri mind confirm this account of then: mc-. 
tit. When the muficians, in general the attendants 
of the bards, played upcm the harp their niartial 
flrains^ they nerved with courage the arm of the hero 
and animated hini to battle; when they touched 
their afFeifting liotes^ they filled the heirt with 
fympathetic forrow, and when . they played their 
milder ftrains, they banifhed care from the foul and 
lulled it into a ftaie of peaceful tranquility. Some 
Irifli. tunes of the prefent time arfe acknowledged 
to li^ve great merit by thofe who ,fiave a muflcal 
ear and are judges of h^rmony^ 

The letters made ufe of by oiir antient bards 
were of two kinds; The orie was intelligible which 
they lifed in their compofitions on the common oc- 
currences of life^ The other was mixed with foero- 
glyphics. In this^ they treated of .the laws, philo- 
fofJiy and religion. There ^erc certain fublime 
truths or mylleries in thefe fubjeds which they 
thought if tieceflary td conceal , from' the people. 
None wer6 fo be aci^uaihted with them but fuch as 
^vere initiated into the fecrets of their order. The 
jx)ems^ kws and learning of the bardd were not 
committed to wrifing until the fecond century^ 

As they were the repofitory of all tht branches 
of knowledge th^n underftood, as they filled im- 
portant departments in the ftate, and to their learn- 
ing and authority, added the charms of poetry and 
of mufic, it is not furprifing that their influence 
with the people was ^ery confiderable. To their 
imrtiortal honor,, this influence was uniformly exert- 
ed in oppofitlon to tyranny and in fupport of the 
privileges of their country. Certain portions of 

land 
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fend were, by order o£ the fiate, fet apart f6r the 
fubfiftencc of the bards, and, in aB civif commoti- 
ons^ their perfons and property were fadred. 

F*^weH. 

L E t T E k Vl, 

THERE were two laws of the old Irifli, of 
great importance in tW&ir political fyftemi 
that of Taniftry and Gavel-kine* Thefe muft be 
explained. In rcfpe£t to the firft, yoH will recoHeft; 
that during the life of the reigning prince, a perfon 
was always chofen, who, at his deeeafe, fucceed- 
ed to the throne. Roydamna was his title of dif- 
Anftion: . 

In the fame manner ancf with the fame powers, 
in an inferiour degree, a fuccefior was appointed tcf 
each chieftain'. Mis title was that dif Tanift. If 
qualified for the office, the eldeft fon, or fenior of 
the family was elefted, but not otherwife. The 
T anift commanded the fept, in time of war, and 
adminiliered juftice, in time of peace, by a fub- 
ftitute or brehohw This law prevailed among the 
Celtic nations, and thofe who were fubjedt to the go- 
vernment of the feudal iilftitutions. 

Gavel-rine refpefted the diffributionof land 
among the feveral branches of each Sept. If a* fa- 
ther, who was the head of any of thefe branches, 
during life, divided his property, he gave to each 
fon an equal fhare^ referving to himfelf the manfi- ^ 
on houfe and' demefne, with a fmall chief renr, to 
command refpeft and preferve the advantages to 
which he was entitled in reverfion. 

D £ SiiouLiJ 
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Should the divifion not be made until after his 
death, the head of the fept diftributed his land 
among the family in the fame manner as he would 
have done, had he made the partition during his 
life. 

But the kind of gavel generally obferved was^ 
when the proprietor of a part of a divided inheri- 
tance, derived from any branch of a S6ptj held if 
only whilfl: all his co-partners furvived ; upon the 
death of any of them, he w^ obliged to caft his 
fhare into the common ftock> out of which he re- 
ceived hack again a new portibn*/ 

Women., at firft, w^e not permitted to inherit, 
as, in the proprietors of lafid, die goverment had a 
particular regard to the qualifications requifite in 
war. When the male iffiie failed, in one branch of 
a fept, the lands belonging to it reverted to another^ 
or to the common chief of the whole tribe. Wo- 
men were allowed to mherit when kings ho longer 
commanded their armies in person, but difcharged 
that duty by fubftitutes. ^ 

A STRICT obfervance of the law of priitiogeni- 
ture^ by raifing up to power one part of a family 
and ^epreffing another, is moft unfriendly to Liber-^ 
ty. The cuftom of gavel kine, the oppofite ex- 
treme, was attended alfo with the worft confequen- 
ces. It multiplied the divifions of land, and en- 
creafed, in proportion, the branches of each tribe, 
which, ^ in confequence of their number^ and of 
courfe, the interference of their interefts and theif 
pafTions, were perpetually difturbing, by their quar- 
rels, the. public tranquility. Befides^ it was an ene- 
tny to the improvement of the country, for who 

would 
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would be at pains to cultivate land which his chil- 
dren might not be permitted to inherit, and that a 
perfon might poflefs after him, to whom, perhaps 
he was an utter ft ranger. 

In each tribe, the individuals retained the name of 
the principal chieftain of the fept. The furname of 
the fept feparated from the Chriftian name, as 
O'Neil, O'Donnel, O'Brien, was his title of honor. 

The lower clafs of the people being in a ftate of 
villainage had no pi5pperty. They belonged to the 
foil which they cultivated, and were transferred 
with it, at the pleafure q£ their matters. 

LETTER VII. 

« 

THE antient political: inftitutions of this coun- 
try were very imperfeft and all endeavours 
to improve them were infufficient. The members 
of a ftate ftiould always confider thernfelves as more 
intimately related to it and be more felicitous to' 
promote it's intereft than that of any piartial con- 
nexion. It was moft unfortunate for Ireland, that 
the nation was divided into a number of fepts whofe 
views and afFedlions were almoft entirely confined 
within the circle of their own private concerns. 
The diftinftion of tribes, fo natural in the early pe- 
riods of fociety, was perpetuated in this country 
and in many others, by thei laws of taniftry and of 
gavel kipe. Goflipred and the cuftom of giving 
out their children to be nurfed by fofterers, which 
prevailed among the Irifli, ftrengthened confidera- 
hly the perfonal attachment by which the members' 
of the tribes were united. In proportion to the in- 
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timate connexion that fubfiftcd among the indivi- 
duals of each fept, it was alienated in affedtion 
froni the other fepts, and indifferent with regard to 
the general welfare. The feveral tribes were ex- 
ceedingly jealous of their indepcndance. Moft te- 
nacious of their rights, and ftrongly addicted to the 
paffions of pride and refentment, they were almoft 
perpetually at variance. The injury of an indivi- 
dual enflamed the pailions of his relatives and 
friends. The whole tribe, of which he was a mem- 
ber, caught the flame, entered into his refentment, 
anq, flying to arms, retaliated upon the offender 
and all his conne<Stions. The lives of thoufands 
were the victims of a fingle tranfgrelTion. Love of 
glory, which animated the breafl of the monarch, 
was diffufed through the feveral ranks into the heart 
of the inferiour chieftain. This paflion was highly 
gratified by the renown acquired in military at- 
chievments. Hence were multiplied the calamities 
of war. Frequently, when the fuccelTpr to the 
throne was eledled, the elder branch of the royal 
family was rejefted becaufe not of fu^icient age. 

It (>ften happened, that when arrived at maturity 
he took yp arms to exclude the pofTefTor from the 
throne, which he confidered as his natural rights 
Many of the wars recorded in the annals of Ireland 
flowed from this caufe. In a variety of other in- 
ftances. the rules of election prefcribed for the choice 
of the monarch and provincial kings, were violated. 
Refentnient or ambition, fupported by power, defpi- 
fed legal reftraintg and trampled on the principles 
of the conftitution. The exaft balance of power, 
in the different menibers of the Hate, which is their 

great 
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great bond of union, was wanting. Even in times 
of common danger, it was extremely difficult to 
prevail with the tribes to aft in concert, though 
their difunion was highly prejudicial to the public 
fafety. The endeayours of the great affembly of 
Teamor to eftablifh order were feeble, frequently 
ineffeftual. Government was unable to control 
the rage of contending chieftains, who, infenfibte to 
honor and the love of their country, on many occa- 
fions, aflifted a foreign enemy, fpr the fake of gra- 
tifying their private paffions. 

• Farewell 

LETTER VIIL 

THE druids were the minifters of religion. The 
facred truths in which they inftruiled tlic 
people were thofe of the Geltae, whofe religious fen- 
timents, as appears from the concurring teftlmony 
of antient authors, were derived from th^ patri- 
archs. The Greeks and Romans worfhipped in 
magnificent temples ; our Irifli ariceftors, lefs often- 
tatious in their piou5 exercifesj prefented their de-i- 
votion3 to the One Supreme God, in confecrated 
groves. They adopted the opinion of Pythagoras^ 
with refpeft to the tranfmigration of the foul, and 
believed that virtue and vice would receive hereafc 
ter their merited--Tecompenfe.* All their rites' and 
ceremonies were fimple and un^orned. We ara 
told, that about a hundred years after the arrival of 
the colony from Spain, their religion* was corrupted 
with idolatry. From 'that period,- the knowl^d^ 
and reverence of the Supreme Being we?q infenfibly 

loft 
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loft in the multiplicity of imaginary divinities who 
became the objeds of their worfliip. The fylvan 
Gods prefided over the woods-, every hill, moun^ 
tain and valley, every fountain and ftream was fur- 
niflied with it's prefiding deity. They offered their ' 
devotions even to rude ftones. This is not furpri- 
fmg whep we confider the gods that were worfhip- 
ped by the moft poliflied nations of antiquity. 
Apollo, qr the Sun was their favourite divinity. 
Grineus was an antient claffical name of their God : 
It is remarkable that Grian is oi^e of his appellatir 
pns in the Irifti language. He w^s recognifed alfo 
under the name of Bel, who, very probably, was 
the fame with Belus the celebrated God of the Phe- 

nicians^ 

When the Iriih committed the feed to the earth, 
in fpring, they facrificed to the Sun, as he then dif- 
pels the dreary colds of winter, beautifies the. face 
of nature, and with his enlivening rays is the great 
principle of life to the vegetable creation. They far 
crificed to him, at midfummer, that he might bring 
to maturity the fruits of the earth ; and, at Novemr 
ber, when they were fafely got in, they prefented to 
him a facrifice of thankfgiving. Of thefe, the far 
crifice at midfummer is preferved in the fires which, 
at that feafon, are ftill regularly lighted up by the 
natives. The druids, whofe influence with the peo- 
ple was almoft irrefiftible, are faid to have been the 
corrupters of religion. Cormac, fo famous in Irifl; 
ftory, faw with much concern the idolatrous pradli- 
fes of; the nation. He laboured to reform them. 
iiut in vain. The druids confpired againft him. 
He was facrificed to their refentment for endea- 
vouring 
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vouring to imprefs the people with a perfu^fipn of 
the unity ^d pe)rfe<!iioiis of God. 
. About four hundred and thirty years after the 
birth of Ghrift, his religion was preached with re- 
markable fuccefs in Ireland, It made fuch confj- 
deiable progrefs among the people that in a fhort 
time, it's pure and fublime ddtftrines were complete- 
ly eftabliftied upon the ruiris pf ignorance, idolatry 
and fuperftition. 

LETTER IX. 

TH E antient Irifli had a law which appears to 
have been pecyliar to thjem, to the Egyptians 
and to the Indians. All the learned profeffions and 
the different arts were among them heriditary, As 
it frequently happens that the fon does not like 
the employment of his father and has not the fame 
mental powers, this rule was a violation of nature 
and tended to ©bftrudl the improvement of fcienoe 
as well as of ufeful occupations. This law however 
admitted of exceptions, Uncommon genius broke 
through this reftraint and was permitted to choofb 
the profeflion in whiph nature defigned it flioud be 
diftinguiftjed. 

Some pretend that the arts flourifhed in Ireland, 
even from the earlieft period. This Idea lias juft the 
fame propability as the polifhed manners afcribed 
to the antient Calidonians, in the poems of Oflian. 
The colony which arrived from Spain brought with 
them the ufe of letters ; they could not therefore be 
quite uncultivated, but they were by no means in 
a polilhed ftate. The polifli of fociety and the pro- 
grefs 
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grefs of the arts keep equalpace. There could 
have been but little knowledge of the arts when 
tools and inftruments were made of fto^e, ^nd ar- 
rows of flint. Such inftruments have been frequent- 
ly difcovered in this country. 

The houfes of the Irifh were firft made of wood 
or the branches of trees ; afterwards, neceffity point- 
ed out the addition of green turf, or of clay wrought 
into mortar, -with a roof covered with ftraw or 
Turtles ; and in this rude ftate did they continue for 
many ages. The church of Saint Kianan, built in 
the fixth century, was the firft ftrudture of ftone 
f^redted in the kingdom. Much has been faid of 
the magnificence of the palacd of Tarah, the anri- 
ent refidence of pur Irifh kings. The author of the 
Phifofbphical Survey, who examined the ruins pf it, 
aflerts, that it never could have been a building of 
much confequence. A regard to fafety obliged the 
Irifh early to colled themfelves into villages. Thefe 
confifted of huts irregularly difpofecf, and placed at*^ 
a convenient diftance for the ftke of fubfiftence. 
Our anceftors were plain in their drefs ; a long beard 
was a great ornament. But the higheft objeft of 
their vanity or ambition was the privilege of wear- 
ing a variety of colours, ^s that was a principal 
mark of dignity. Next to the fupreme monarch, 
thofe who were entitled to difplay fix colours pof- 
fefled the firft place of honor. This diftinftion 
produced greater e^nula^tion, and commanded more 
refpcdt than our modern ftars and garters, and all 
the fplendid trappings of Eafterr^ magnificence. 
The manners. of the Irifh were fimple. They were 
Irank, open-hearted, amorous, proud, much given 

to 
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to refentment : Their paflious were quick and vio- 
lent. No people in the world were more diftin- 
guilhed by warmth of aflfedion. They were ex- 
tremely hofpitable. A Brehon law exprefsly for- 
bids, that any fept (hould break up fuddenly^ left the 
traveller might be difappointed of his expected en- 
tertainment. 

Those among them of a lower clafs, claimed 
hofpitaiity, almoft as a perfed right. Their focial 
temper frequently produced convivial entertain- 
ments, which were accompanied by fports and paC- 
times* Thefe, we are told, were enlivened by con- 
certs of mufic, in which they fung the glories of pa- 
triotifm, and the praifes of their d^ftinguifhed he- 
roes. But often, on fuch occafions, the benevolent 
feelings which promoted thefe friendly meetings 
were forgotten. Excefs gave rife to difputes, and 
difputes to quarrels, that generally ended in blood. 

Polygamy, in the opinions of feveral of our au- 
thors, was in ufe with the antient Irifli. The learn^ 
cd 'and ingenious Mr. O'Connor is of a different 
opinit)n*. Many of the nations of antiquity burned ; 
the old inhabitants of Ireland, buried their dead. 
Agreeably to the cuftom of the Greeks and Ro- 
mans, public mourners attended the celebration of 
their funerals, to heighten the folemnity by ex- 
preflions of forrow. The Irifli cry renuins to thiis 
day. , 

They were, in general, of a tall ftature, well made, 
of a robuft conftitution, and patient of cold and hun- 
ger» Two creaghts travelling, when the fields were 
covered with fnow, were overtaken by the night : 
Upon going to fleep, one of them made a roll of 

ihow 
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fnoW for his pillow : ^' for fhame fays his compani- 
on, are you grown effeminate !" Few nations- re- 
tained their peculiar cuftoms and manners fo long 
as the Irifli. Four centuries, they continued, in this 
refpedl,*pretty much* the fame, Their infular fituar 
tion exempted them from invafion and an intercourfc 
with ftrangers. Until the invafion of the Danes, 
which did not happep fo? more than feven hun- 
dred years after the birth of Chi^ft,. they had fel- 
dom feen the face of a foreign enemy. Ireland re- 
mained fafe from the conquering fword of the Ro-r 
mans, whilft the other kingdom^ pf Europe were 
fjibdued by their arms. 

It was necefiary to give yow this general Idea of 
the cuftoms and manners of the Irifti, by way of 
introduftion. They will be more particularly ex- 
plained ipi the courfe oi the Hiljtory. 

L E T T E R X. 

SO very remote a period as that prior to the arrival 
of our Milefian anceftors muft be involved in 
darknefs y however, the moft probable account of 
the firft inhabita!lts of this country, is^ that a colo- 
ny of the Celtae having emigrated from Gaul to 
Britain and not finding that fituation, agreeable to 
their wifees, pafied over to Irelaitd, in hopes dF a 
more favourable fettlement. Here they lived un- 
difturbed until about the year of the world nineteen 
huncjred and fifty, when Partholan, expelled from 
Oreece^ on account of his ambition, arrived in this 
country with a thoufand followers. A battle was 
fought betwixt the two rival powers, in which the 

Partholans 



OF IRELANb. 29 

Partholans obtained a compleat vidlory. The fame 
good fortune attended their arms in an engagement 
with the Femorians, the next invaders of the ifland. 
Great numbers of the enemy were killed, who were 
permitted to lie in the field of battle unburied ; a 
dreadful peftileiice enfued that fwept off, it is faid, 
every human creature in. the kingdom which thus 
became once more uninhabited. 

None of the accounts of this period can be reli- 
ed upon with certainty. Thirty years after the eX- 
tinftion tjf the Partholans, as we are informed, Nc- 
meduis^ of the fame country and defcended from 
Ae lame original, with a thoufand and twenty men, 
made a defcenl upon Ireland, but his followers were 
obliged to defert the kingdom, in confequence of a 
quarrel that arofe betwixt them and certain pirates 
which he had unfortunately brought in his train. 
Accounts fey, that in the year two thoufand five 
hundred and three their defcendants^ called Fii- 
bdfgs, . to the number of five tboufand, under five 
leaders, landed in this country, where they were 
fecurely eftablifhed^ The government of thefe peo- 
ple lafted about forty years, and was then overturn- 
ed by another, colony known by the nahie of Dam- 
nonii^ or Tuatha de Danans, who were fuppofed to 
be fprung likewife from the fame family wifli Nc- 
medius. Thefe, it fecms, brought with them the 
celebrated Stone of Deftiny on which fo many of 
our Irifli kings were crowned. Our hiftorians in- 
form us, that in the time of Edward th^ Firft it was, 
by his order, removed to London and placed under 
the inauguration chair in Weftminfter Abbey. The 
Damnonians, on landingj determined either to con- 
quer 
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quer or to die, fet fire to their fliips,' attacked the 
Fir-bolgsy or, as they were likewife called, on ac- 
count of their fuppofed original, the Belgae^ whom 
they routed with great flaughter. Breas was the 
firft king of the Etenaan race. He r<igned, we are 
told, but twenty years, when he was dethroned by 
his brother Nuad^ to whpm^ as the clitti of the co- 
lony, the fpvereignty of right belonged. Among 
bthers lo whom Breas applied for afliftance,. on the 
preferit occafion, were the Belgab, who had been ba- 
nifhed from the kingdom; In conjunftiori with 
them, an obftiriate battle wis fought by thefe com- 
petifors for royalty: Breas was Icilled, the Danaans 
were vi<5tori6us^; and Nuad reigned without a rival. 
We are now Arrived at a period when light be- 
gins f o break iti upon the Irirfi hiftoriail, but he 
mull proceed with caution ; the accounts on which 
Be dej)ends for information, are,- for a feries of 
years, involved in fable. If he does not nioft care- 
fully difcrirninate, his reader canr receive no ift- 
firudtion. 

Adieu, 

LETTER XL 

A COLONY from Phenicia, fay the Irifli re- 
cords, which had emigrated to Spain, defir- 
6u6 of a better fettlerrient, having heard favourable 
accounts of Ireland,^ fent Ith, one of their leaders, 
to obtain more certain information. Upon landing, 
Re found the country occupied by the Damnonians, 
snd that three brothers of that nation, jointly pof- 
fefied the throne. A difference at that time fubfifted 

among 
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among thefe princes. Ith was introducdr to them. 
They chofe him for umpire and he decided the con- 
teft to their mutual fatisfadion. Struck with the 
fruitful appearance of the country, he fpoke of it in 
terms of praife. This excited the fufpicion of the 
brothers that he might conceive againft it fonie un- 
favourable defigns. They refolved to avert the 
danger: Upon the departure of Ith, one of them 
purfued him with a fuperiour force. An engagement 
cnfued, in which Ith was mortally wounded. His 
followers made good their retreat and efcaped to 
their (hips. When intelligence of tliis tranfadtion 
reached their countrymen in Galicia, they refolved to 
invade Ireland with a force fufficient not only for 
gratifying their refentment, but afFe<Sting a fecure 
dlablifhment in the kingdom. Accordingly, they 

landed here witTi a confiderable number of men, 
about the year of the world two thbufund feven 

hundred arid thirty fix. Th^ are called Milefians, 
as the principal leaders, in this expedition, were the 
fons of Milefius. Betwixt t^erh and the preferit 
pelleffbrs of the ifland, an obftinate engagement 
followed. A decifive vidory, in favour of the 
invaders, gave them the fovereignty of Ireland. 
The dates relating to fo remote a period ^ 
muft be very uncertain -, but we are told that the 
government of the Diamnoniarfs had lafted a hun- 
dred and ninety five years. The furViving fons of 
Miiefius were Heber, Heremon and Amergin^ In 
the two former of thefe, feperately, the fovereign- 
ty of the nation was veiled. With refpeft to the 
manner in which the kingdom was divided betwixt 
diem, authors are of different fentiments. Mr. 

O'Halloran 



iz THE HISTORY 

O'ifialioran^Tuppofes that Leinfter and Munfter were 
the portion affigned to Heber, the eldeft fon of Mi- 
lelius, and that Heremon had, for his divifion, the 
provinces of Ulfter and Conhaught. The former^ 
It is thought, had the title of Supreme Monarch. 
A diftributioh of the lands, agreeably to their ref- 
pe£live ftations, was rriade among the followers of 
thefe princesy to whofe defcehdafits the choice of 
the principal fovereign was confined, by an exclyfive 
law of the conftitution. The appointment of^ 
Amergin was that of Arch-Druid, or, prefiding mi- 
nifter, in the relpeftive departrrients of Poetry^ 
Law, f hilofophy and iteligion." 

Matters, in the begliiiiing, were thus amicably 
ddjufted. But the piibfid tranquility was foon in- 
terrupted . A difpute arofe betwixt the two royal 
brothers. There was a beautiful valley in one of 
the territories of Heremon. The wife of Heber,- 
wiio appears to tiave fleeri a very ambitious woman, 
made a point of it with her hufband that he would 
aemand it frorri bis brother. He complied, but^ 
as he might have expected^ was not gratified in his 
defire. This produced a quarrel^ which was decided 
idvi the plains of Geifol, where Heber lot? his life^ 
ind left Heremon fole monarch of the kingdom. 
But, for fbme tirne, Jiis government was very 
much difturbed by the adherents of the deceafed 
prince, who had recourfe to arms, in vindication of 
the rights of his family. Several battles were 
fought, in one of which, the monarch loft Amergin, 
Ms only furviving brother. In fome time, the pub- 
Eg tranquility was rertored. The firft interruption 
to? It was occafioned by an invafion of the Pidts, 

emigrants 
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emigrants from Thrace ^ who, in fearch of a new ha- 
bitation, landed with fome troops on the eaftern 
coaft of Ireland. Meremon exerted himfelf with 
Vigour. Unable to contend with his fuperiour power, 
the Pifts, inftead of procuring an eliablifliment, 
were compelled to fue to him for J)eace. 

Their requeft was complied with upon the con- 
dition that they ftiould evacuate the kingdom, and 
look for a fettlement elfewhere. They wanted 
wives. Heremon permitted them to marry a num- 
ber of Irifb females with whorti they removed to 
the Hebrides and the Northent parts of Scotland. 
Here they wfcre eftablilhed and encreafed confide- 
rably. By their warlike exploits, in which they re- 
ceived . affiftance from their Irifli auxiliaries, they 
Afterwards made a diftinguifhed figure iri the Hifto* 
jj of Britain^ 

Adieu. 

t E t t E R Xlt 

UPON thei death of Heremon^ the firft Irifli 
monarch of the Milefiah race^ his three fon» 
afcended the throne. To prevent contention, they 
agreed to reign a year each, alternately. At the 
end of three years, one of them died a natural 
death ; the other two iivere flain in the battle of Ard 
by the fons of Kteber who reigned but a year, at 
the expiration of that time they were flain by Irial 
of the Heremonian line, Vi<ft6ry placed the crown 
upon his head, which, for ten years, he wore with 
diftinguiitied honor. The country being in a very 
uncultivated ftate, we are told that he paid great 
attention, to it's improvement. I ftiall itot trouble 
Vol. h E yoU 
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you with any tiling concerning thofe of our ancient 
kings, of whom, feparate from the delufions of fable, 
nothing is recorded except their names, fome trifling 
circumftances of their reign and the manner of their 
death. The third in fucceflion to Irial, was Tigher- 
mafs. All our antiquaries agree, that it was in the 
reign of this prince, that idolatry was lirft fubfti- 
futed in place of the amiable fimplicity of the anci- 
ent worlhip, which had for it's objed the iinity and 
perfections of the <3reat Firft Caufe. 

In this ihameful <abufe of the powers of the un- 
derftandmg, in a matter of fuch infinite importance 
to human happinefs, Tighfermafs ^appears to have 
been an ^ive inftrument We are told, that he 
commanded alters to be ereded in honor of thefe 
fiditious di:viaities^ by which reli^on was difgraced 
in the heathen world. 

The government ^of Achy, tlie immediate fuc- 
ceifor of Tighermafs, was diftinguilhed by a Angular 
inftitution before mentioned, ft related to thofe 
honours conneded with the diftindion of colours. 
By this law, foldiers and thofe of a lower clafs were 
commanded to wear but a fmgle colour. Military 
officers of a lower order were permitted to wear two 
colours ; commanders of battalions three ; a gentle- 
man four ; the nobility and military knights five ; 
the bards, and tliofe diftinguiflied for learning, fix, 
vfhich number the king himfelf could not exceed. 

We have cert^n external marks of honor of this 
kind. It would perhaps be conducive to the public 
good, if the different jflations were better diftinguifh- 
ed by the outward appearance, ^nd, particularly, if 
die dxt& dcfigned to command refped were con- 

. . ueded 
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ne&ed with real merit and not the gratification of 
vanity and pride 

. After fevefd princes, who reigned in fucceffion 
to Achy, all df whom, through the ambition of the 
times, died a violent death, thfe celebrated 011am 
Fodldi^ a defcendant of Ir, was eledted monarch. 
His reign, unlike thofe which preceded^ was peaceful 
and happy* T/d ellablifh order and pay attention 
to the welfare of his fubjedts, was the greit object of 
his ambition and his diftinguiftied gldry. At a period, 
when the more violent pafllons were little fubjeft 
to control, when private injuries were fo extenfivc 
in their influence, and each inferiour chieftain thought 
himfelf privikged to make War upon his fovereign at 
pleafurd, courage was a quality abfolutely neceflary to 
preferve the rights of individuals and of fociety. 
Therefore OUam, to excite this virtue and cherifli in 
his officers and in perfons of diflindion a fpirit of 
emulation^ inftituted a fet of hefalds^ whofe office 
it was to aflign to each of them ^ coat of arms. 
*rhis being emblazoned on his banner, difplayed in 
the field of battle and on all great occafions which 
were a teft of his magnanimity, ferved to diflin- 
guifh him from otjiers and to plac6 him in the moft 
confpicudus poinif of view. The merit or demerit 
of his aftions being thus publickly known, they were 
a fubjeft of praife or difpraiffe fo the bards, whofe 
particular office it was to ttanfinit them, in their 
proper colours, to pofterity* 

* But that which chiefly fignalized the reign of 
OUam was an improvement of government, which 
has been already briefly explained. To limit the 
power of the king, who in war was abfolute, and to 
tmh the licentioufnefs of the people, which in peace 

£ 2^ required 
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required reftraint,- this wife prince inftituted ^ti 6r^ 
der of fenators, who, as it appears, were their repre- 
fentatives. By royal fummons, this affembly at- 
tended by the nobility the judges and leiarned of th^ 
land, met every third year at Teamor, or Tarah, irt 
the county of Meath, where the monarch, in gene- 
ral refided. We are told that when this great coun-» 
cil was convened, previous to their entering uport 
bufmefs^ they fat down to a fumpluous entertain-*- 
jnent, which, for the purpofe bf promoting civili- 
ty and mutual afFedion, was contintJed fiX days* 
When this ead^d, the objedt of the meeting enga^ 
]ged their attention. The nlbrtarch afcended the 
throne furrounded by the provincial .kingfe, the no- 
i>les, fenators and all others who cothpofed the af- 
fembly. The laws were then revifed* Improper laws 
were repealed^ others eha<5ted as the ftate required ; 
public oifFendets were punifhed, tiftd quarrels com- 
pofed which tended to affedt the public tranquility. 
Here alfo alliances were formed and every thing 
fettled relating to peace and war* Whatever refpec- 
ted the intereft of the kingdom at large, was a par- 
ticular objedt of attention* It is faid that the pub- 
lic records of the kingdom were carefully revifed 
on this occafion* The king had power of appoint-^ 
ing the officers both civil and military and of par- 
doning criminals, but the difpofal of the national 
militia was in the hands bf the parliament of Tarah. 
To maintain their dignity and to prevent their delir 
berations from being interrupted, afts of violence 
done to any of the members whilft the meeting con*- 
tinued could not be pardoned. We fee that this 
t' council exerdfed not only legiflative but executive 
power. Thcfe lliould be always vdfted in difFef«nt 

orders 
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orders of the Hate ; biit, had the fpirit of the times 
tidmitted of fubordination, and the decifions of the 
affembly or parliament rf Tarah been regularly 
obeyed, it would have been produdlive to the na- 
tion of excellent effefts. 

We have already mentioned, that the offices of 
heralds, pradtitioriers in phyfic, bards and muficians 
were hereditary among the ancient Irifli. OUam af- 
figned them lands fcrr their fupport •, but he confin- 
ed theiFe employments to refpedtable families, nor 
would he permit the eldeft fon to fucceed to them, 
unlefs he was alfo the moft accompliflied. He like- 
wife ellablifhed a femous feminary at Tarah, for the 
education of youth. This prince defcended with honop 
to the grave having goyemed Ireland twenty years* 

LETTER XIIL 

TO fecure the crown to his family was one great 
objeft of the policy of OUam. In this inno* 
vation upon the conftitution there was an improper 
mixture of private views, but, with refpedt to the 
conftitution, it was certainly an iniprovement. A 
competition for the throne, amidft a variety of con- 
tending rival?, was a perpetual f^urce of contention 
extremely prejudiciaL to the public tranquility. Poli- 
tical inftitutions in an age of violence were of little 
avail. Short was the continuance of the government 
in the houfe ofOllam and tranfient the effedtof his la- 
bours to inftfuft his fubjedfcs in the arts of juftiqej and 
political wifdom. . Only two of his forts fucceeded him. 
Five monardis of the houfe of Ir having af- 
cended the thrqne, Siorrm, of the houfe of Here- 
uion wafi invifted with the kingly powen The 

E ^ hand 
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hand of violence configned him and his two follow-* 
ing fucceffors to the grave. Art of the family oP 
Heber, was the next prince. He was the firft of the 
Irifli kings who cut trenches and threw up breaft 
works of earth for the fecurity of his troops. 

Ik EL AND was, at this time, infefted by a plague, 
which was brought to it, as fuppofed, by certain pi^ 
rates, who had, for a confiderable time, haraflcd the 
coafls. An old Irifh poem fpeaks of them as Afri-t 
cans, who had emigrated from Phenicia, In the opi- 
nion of Mr. O'Halloran, they were Carthaginians. 
Thefe are his reafons j— ^We read in Diodorus, that 
the Pheniciajis, having built Gades, near the Pillars 
of Hercules, extended their difcoveries a;long the 
coafts of Africa : That one of their (hips was driven 
by a ftorm to an ifland in the Atlantic ocean, very 
fertile and temperate. Ariftotle fays, that it was dif- 
covered, and Strabo, that it was partly poffefled by 
the Carthaginians, who, prior to their falling under 
the Roman yoke, were diftinguiflied for their know- • 
kdge oP navigation and maritime affairs. Swords 
of this nation, difcoyered near the plains of Cannae, 
have been found, . on the ftrifteft examination, to be 
exaftly the fame, in fi;ee and texture, with fwords 
difcovered in the bogf of Ireland, Whatever may 
have been the country of the pirates above men-s 
tioned, we coUeft from hence a ftrong prefumptive 
evidence, that Ireland^ formerly, w^ not unknown 
to the Carthaginians. 

Seadna the Second, an Hiberian, fifth in fue-s 
ceflion from Art, is remarkable, in our annals, for 
having introduced into the army a form of difcip- 
Kne, which had not before been fubjedt to military 
regulations. Noi only what related to good ordcr^ 

but 



OF IRELAND. 39 

but their pay, their cloaths and food, were objedts 
of his attention. 

In the year of the world, as it is fuppofed, three 
thoufand five hundred and thirty nine, we find Kim- 
bath on the throne. During a period of more than 
two hundred and fixty years which had elapfed fince 
the death of Ollam Fodlah, fcarcely any benefit had 
refulted to the nation from the wifdom of his poli^ 
tical inftitutions. Kimbath revived them, convin- 
ced that were it pofliblc to ghre them efficacy they 
would be productive of excellent efFefts. But the 
fpirit of the times continued to be reftlefs and tur- 
bulent. The ambition of competitors for power, 
fupported in their pretenfions by a military force, 
defpifed the efFeAs ctf the legiflator.. It was Kim- 
bath who built in the vicinity of Armagh, the pa- 
Jbce oi Emania, the celebrated refidence, for almoft 
feven hundred years, of the kings of Ulfter* Of 
a much later date are Ae remains of an ancient 
building ftill to be feen near Armagh. Thefe are 
ftone which was not made ufe of in buildings until 
a period very remote ftqm that of which we now 
fpeak. 

At Emania, councils, were held fubordinate to 
that of Tarah, the fubjeAs of whofe. debates were 
thofe which related to the national police and the 
mechanicar arts. Of the moft Ikilfol artificers, fix-n 
ty were chofen to whom the power was committed 
of fuperintending the artificers in the kingdom, for 
the purpofe of correAing abufes, rejecting the un- 
ikilfiil and encourageing fuch as had a competent 
knowledge of their profeffion, an inftitution admira- 
bly oilculated for the civilization and. embelliftiment 
pf the kmgdom. Kimbalh reigned but feven yearsi 

Ireland 
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Ireland had never feen a female on the throne ; but, on 
the death of her hulband, Macha, the queen of Kim- 
bath, a woman whofe bold and intrepid genius foared 
above the timidity of her fex, refufed to give up to 
the fons of Dithorba the honor of the crown. Deter- 
mined to fupport their claim, they placed them- 
felves at the head of a powerful army. The he- 
roine Macha fcorned the apprehenfioris of danger. 
She alfo coUetSted her forces, led them to the field 
and routed the army of her competitors. A fecond 
battle was fought, in which (he obtained a com- 
pleat vidtory which placed her on the throne. We 
have feen that I^imbath wore the crown feven 
years, the fame period finiflied to his queen the ho- 
nours of royalty- She was flain by a prince of the 
line of Heber* 

Adieu. 

LETTER XIV. 

IT was Reachta who flew Macha. He periflied by 
the hand of Hugony, who, in the year three 
thoufand five hundred and eighty, was raifed to the 
throne. 

None of the preceding kings was more diftin- 
guifhed by ambition than Hugony. For a confide- 
^rable time, the council of Tarah had been fufpended. 
By the command of this prince, it was affembled, 
not for any of the virtuous purpofcs of it's original 
inftitution, but to corrupt if '-s principles, and con? 
vert it into an inftrument of gratifying his ihordi^ 
nate love of power. It grieves the friends of liberty 
and of mankind, that this is fa much the policy of 
modern times. By the influence of Hugony with 

the 
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the ftates, the pentarchy was aboliihed, the pror 
vincial kings deprived of their .power by a law, and 
a folemn obligation exaded from them to continue 
the crown in his family in exclufion of the other 
branches of Milefius. The fucceflion in the family of 
Hugony was interrupted in lefs than a hundred 
years. It was three hundred years before the pro- 
vincial kings recovered their power, Ulfter indeed 
refufed to obey the authority of the ilates j they 
continued under the dominion of theit^wn princes, 
agreeably to their ancient fprm of government. 

Plutarch relates, that about this period, the 
Carthaginians, afTii^ed by Greek mercenaries, laid 
fiege to Syracufe, and that, in the time of a truce, 
a Corinthian of Sytacufe Reproached his country- 
men^ in the oppofite army» with joining the Cartha- 
ginians, whq had come to deftroy Syracufe, aflifted 
with an army from the Pillars of Hercules and the 
Atlantic Sea, Our annalifts fuppofe, that the auxi- 
liaries of the Carthaginians, here faid to have been 
fent to them from the Atlantic Sea, were Irifli, car- 
ried over to their aid, tipon this occafion, by Hugo- 
ny. Befidcs the figure which he is faid to have ma^e 
in this expedition, we arc told that he fubdued the 
Pifts, and compelled them to pay a tribute which 
had been, impofed upon them by the- Irifli kings, 
when, by their aififtance, they procui^ed a fettle- 
. ment in Albany. For the magnanimity he difplay- 
ed in thefe exploits, he received the appellation of 
Great, and was difttnguiftied by the honourable titles 
of ^* The Monarch of Ireland and Albany and of all 
the Weftern ifles of Europe." Notwithftanding, he 
did iK)t, in the end, efcape the f^te of his predeceC- 

fors 
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foTS. After a long and profperous reigp, he was 
killed by his brother. 

The life of the fratricide was the forfeit of this 
violation of the ties of nature. The punifliment 
was inffifted by his nephew Logaire, the fecond fon 
of Hugony, whofe magnanimity raifed him to the 
throne. This excited the indignation of Cobthach^ 
the elder brother. He refolved to deftroy Logaire 
and take poffeffion of the crown. Unable to accom- 
plifh his widCfed defign by force, he had recourfe to 
a moft iniquitous device. Being confined by indif- 
pofition, either real or pretended, Logaire, who lov- 
ed him with all the tendernefs of a brother, paid 
him a vifit, attended, as ufual, by his guards. 
Cobthadi pretended to be difpleafed with this cir- 
camftance 5 it was a proof, he alledged, ©f want 
of confidence in his fidelity. The u«fufpe€ting mo^ 
narch, URwiffing to give him pain, vifited him, a 
fec(MKl time, without his attendants. Cobthach feiz- 
cd the favourable opportunity, and treacheroufly 
fiew him. The crown was the reward of hife viN 
lainy, having previoufly put ta death a nephew, the 
fon of the deceafed king, who might have prevent-* 
cd his wifhes from being gratified^ But Logaire had 
alfo an infant grandfon. Fortunately, to be the 
avenger of the wrongs of his family, he cfcaped 
ihe cruelty of the tyrant , Maon, for that was the 
name of the child, was conveyed privately away, 
ajicf placed under the protedtion of the fcii^ of 
Munfter, and from thence, as a more fecure retreat, 
he was removed to France, where, by his military 
exploits, he was highly diftinguilbed. We are told 
ftat, wher^ in Mtmfter, Maon had infpired with love 
ibt breafl of the beautiful Moriat, the daughter of 

his 
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his protestor The paffion had been mutual. Mo- 
riat regretted the abfence of Maon i the fame of 
his valour and accomplifhments, had heightened her 
afFedtion. Craftine, a mufician of her father, affift- 
ed her in the gratification of her wifties. He carri* 
ed a letter from her to Maon, the contents of which 
may be eafily fuppofed ; to ftrenghten the feelings 
which this would naturally excite, in concert with 
the mufic of his harp,. }\e fung the praifes of his va- 
lour, pointing out in his fong, as it's proper objedt, 
the aflaffin of his father and grandfather feated for 
fo many years, on the Irifli throne. The cruelty 
of Cobthach, muft, previous to this, have made a 
deep impreffion on the heart of Maon. Love and 
a fenfe of the wrongs of his family were now rekin- 
dled in his breajft. He made the neceifary prepara^ 
tions ; led over to Ireland an army with which he 
was furniflied by the king of France ; attacked the 
infamous Gobthach whom he flew with a number of 
his followers, married his beloved Mgri^t and ^.fcend-^ 
ed the throne of his anceftors. 

LETTER XV. 

MAON, it is recorded, fignalized his courage 
once more in France and performed military 
atchievments in Britain by which he obtained confi- 
derable reputation, After an honourable reign of 
nineteen years, he died in battle. 

We may pafs through the fucceeding reigns until 
we come to the, year of the world three thoufand 
nine hundred and. thirty eight, when, as our annals 
relate, Eochaifli the ninth was eled^ed king, Several 
partitipnjs had, been m^de of Ireland ijx the prcced* 

ing 
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ing periods. Eochaifh divided it into the provinces 
of Munftei-^N. Leinfter, Connjaught, Ulfter and 
Meath. Meath w^as fet apart for the monarches do- 
main- In Connaughtj he built a large ftiudture call- 
ed after his name- It was more central than that of 
Tarah and therefore more convenient for the refi- 
dence of the monarch, as. likewife for keeping Con- 
naught in a proper ftate of fubjedticn, which conti- 
nued ftill to be governed by the ancient princes of 
the Darhnonian line. 

The reign of his brother, of the (anifs name, was 
very much difturbed by domeftic convulfions. In 
his time Hvecl Connor king of Ulfter and Cuchullain 
the moft famous captain of his age- Their warlike 
atcbievments make a fhining figure in the records of 
Ireland- Connor was not only cefcbrated for his 
abilities in war but for political wifdom. The bards, 
whofc office and whofe confequence in the ftate has 
been already expkined, had become too numerous and 
grown infoleht and ambitious- In their judicial capa- 
city, inftead of being the guardians, they invaded the 
property of others. Impatient of fuch injuries, the 
people determined to vindicate their rights, and to 
make the bards feel the fevereft effe(-ts pf their re- 
fentment : No terms of accommodation would be 
heard i they banifhed them without diftindtion. In 
this diiftrefs, they fled for refuge to the king of 
Ulfter. Connor not only took them under his pro- 
teftion, but, fenfible that the extind:ion of their order 
would be prejudicial to the fiatc, re-diabli(hed them. 
This: was effeded with proper rcftridions. The 
inimber of the bards was reduced, and regulations 
made^, to prevent tliem from abufmg their office. 
In particular, to regulate their decifions, the laws 

were 
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laws were collected and formed into a fimple com- 
prehenfive code, which, on account of their fuperiour 
excellence, were called celeftial judgments. 

Ou R annals relate that certain rules were formed 
by the prefent monarch with refpeft to funerals. 
When a perfon to be interred, was of Ration parti- 
cularly of the knightly order, the materials of his 
fepulchre Were more expenfive, if otherwife, they 
were of common earth. With refpeft to the former, 
his remains being committed to the grave, the fena- 
chy or antiquary traced out his pedigree and the bard 
fung his difdnguiftied aftioris. If the dead was of 
a iowet clafs, each of the attendants, as he paffed by, 
Call a ftone upon his grave. Hence, the cams raif- 
ed over the graves of the ancient Irilh, fome of 
which are to be feen to thi« day. Tfhe lamentations 
of the mourners employed on fuch occafions ha3 
been mentioned- Much in the fame mariner did the 
Greeks bury their dead; 

I HAVE fiaid that knights were particularly diflin- 
guilhed by the honours of the grave. Mr. O'Hallo- 
ran pleads 'that the inftitutibn of knighthood was 
known in Ireland from tinie immemorial. He traces 
out five diftinfl: orders. It is faid that a regular 
courfe of education was neceffary to qualify for be- 
ing admitted to this honor. When the provincial 
kings of Ireland waited upon Richard the Second, 
on his arrival in Dublin, he would have knighted 
them, " No, faid they, our fathers, at ifeven years 
of age, invefted us with this dignity.** 

Farewell 

LET- 



4« THE HISTORY 

Teuthal being fecurely eftabliflied on the 
throne, according to the cuftom of his prcdeceffors, 
^ffembled the ftates iat Tarah, pointed 6ut the dread- 
ful confequences of a perpetual conipetition for the 
crown among a number of ambitious rivals, and pre^ 
vailed with theni foiemnly to engage that they 
wold confinfe the fucceffion to his family; This, to 
pleafe theifij that aflembly had done, oii rhore ac- 
cafibns than one, at the defire oP their princes. Sut 
the ehgajgement to Teuthal was broken,- as it had 
been to his predeceflbrs, bein^ tonfidered as a >e- 
ilraiht infconfifterit with Liberty, and a violation of 
the original fbrni bf the cbnftitution. The ftates 
likewife gratified him in making in addition to the 
royal doinain^ which was neceflary^ as, with the pro- 
greiS bf fociety^ the expericeS *bF government eh- 
creafe in proportion; This king revived the inftitu- 
tions of Oliam Fodlah, whofe conduct he propofed 
to himfelf as the perfeft model of a prince and le- 
giflator. He was particularly attentive to the infti- 
tutions of religion, and eftabliflied among the dru- 
ids a juft and regular fubordination; For thie enter- 
tainment of his people,' and to iniprove their 
iirength and aftivity^ he renewed certain fports and 
thilitary exercifes which had been formerly celebrat-^ 
fed on the plains of Tilteart; 

The Milefians, tain of their origin, arid of their 
confequence, as the proprietors of the kingdom, 
had refufed to be employed in arty of the mechanic 
arts. Thefe they left to be exercifed by the remains 
of the Belgae. Teuthal laboured to remove this ab- 
furd prejudice by adtireffing himfelf to the jkinciple 
from which it was derived. He inftitufed focieties 
to beftow marks of honor upoii ftlch as were diftin- 

guiflied 
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guiftxed in the mechanical occupations, and to dif- 
grace the infufficient. But the domeftic peace of 
Teuthal was interrupted by a pungent misfortune. 
He had married his daughter to Eochaid, king of 
Leififter. Eochaid corrupted her filler* The Queens 
not able to bear fuch (hocking treatment, died of 
anguifh. This event was fatal to her filler ; Ihe died 
alfo. Such deteftable conduft roufed the indignati- 
on of Teuthal. He raifed a formidable army, with 
which he invaded the territories of Eochaid. The 
adulterer was unable to jrefift the arms of TeuthaL 
To efcape the punilhment due to his villainy, he^ 
^nd his people, folemnly engaged that the province 
of Leinfter would pay to the Monarch of Ireland^ 
every fecond year^ a very heavy tribute. Whate- 
ver ambition may prompt, or the example of con- 
querors, in fuch inftances, pretend to vindicate, juf- 
ticc and humanity confpire in diftinguiftiing inno- 
cence fron^ guilt. It^ is reproachful to the memory 
of Teuthal, that he involved the unoffending fub- 
jedbs of Eochaid, m the punifhment of his crime. 
Freemen can never fubmit patiently to fuch a viola- 
tion of their rights. For a long feries of years, the 
Baromean Tribute, as it is called, was a fource of 
bitter calamities, not only to the province of Lein-* 
Her, but to the kingdom. Mai, a branch of the 
houfe of Ir, facrificed Eochaid to his ambition, after 
he had reigned thirty years*^ 

FarewelL 

LETTER XVII, 

FEIDLIM, the grandfon of Teuthal, flewMal^ 
after he had fwayed the Irifti fceptre four years. 
Vol. I F ^nd 
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and afcended the throne. He had the fame lauda- 
ble defire to improve the conftitution which diftin- 
guiflied his grandfather. There was, in particular, 
a defeft in the adminillration of juftice which he la- 
boured to corrc(5t. In Ireland, as in the early peri- 
od of many otlier nations, all offences were punifh- 
cd by a fine. To more heinous crimes, as we be- 
fore obfcvved, this was inadequate. Inftead of a 
fine, Feidlim, by his influence with the ftates, in- 
troduced the law of retaliation. By it, the agreflbr, 
if the cafe admitted, fuffered a punifhment from 
the injured pferfon, or his friends, of the fame na- 
ture with the offence committed. If an injury was 
done which did not admit of a proper and &n&, re- 
taliation, an adequate puniihment was fubftituted 
in it's place. This Was an improvemen|t of their 
criminal law which coincides with out ftridteft ideas 
of juffice. But tliis wife inftitution of the virtuous 
T'eidlim had not a pferman'ent effedl. Nothing is 
more difficult than to change national cuftoms efta- 
blifhed by long prefcription. This prince died at 
Tarali, in peace, -the year of Chrifl, one hundred 

iand fifty. 

Con, having taken ofFl)y the f word his predeceflbr, 
t)f whotn we know nothing but that he reigned three 
years and was very rich, was placed upon the throne. 
The courage of few of our princes is reprefented in 
more flriking terms by the annalifts of Ireland. He 
feigned thirty five yearsj almoft the whole of which 
period was filled up with the operations of war. The 
particular enterprizes recorded of him, refleft but 
little honor upon his juftice. The firft relates to the 
baromean tribute which he demanded of the king of 
Lcinfler. It was refufed, upon which Con led his 

forces 
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forces into that pmvince. His firft efforts Were lui- 
fuccefsfiil being defeated in two engagements and 
expelled from Tarah. But he was not intimidated 
by misfortune or compelled to relinquifti his defign. 
He redoubled his exertions^ cpUeAed a powerful 
army with which he vanquiihed his opponent and 
exa€t^d the regular payment of the flipulated tri- 
bute. The next war in which he engaged, had, 
as it deierved, a more difgracefiil conclufion. Eu- 
gene the Great, of the line of Heber, who was alfo 
known by the name of Mogha Nuadat, difpleafed 
that be had been deprived of the Province of Mun- 
fter by the defcendants of Degad, colle6ted an 
army, with whidi he engaged in. battle Angus who 
then fat upon the Munfter throne* Eugene obtain- 
ed a complete viftory and xecovered the territory 
of which he had been difpoffefled. Having rein- 
forced his army with fifteen thoufand men, he placed 
himfelf at their head and fought, once more, the 
troops of Eugene* He was now entirely vanquifti- 
ed- Con, the relation, and the friend of Angus, 
now became a principal in the quarrel and declared 
war againft Eugene. Many battles were fought 
with various fuccefs; but, in the end, the valour of 
Con was forced to yield to the magnanimity of 
•his more fortunate rival. He was compelled to give 
up a part of his territory and to fubmit to a new 
partition of the kingdom. A line was drawn from 
North to South to diftinguilh, in future, the rights 
of the two families. This divifion was known after- 
wards by the names of Leath Con and Leath Mo- 
gha. Ambition cart never be at reft* A new con- 
teft arofe betwixt the two rival princes. Con, hav- 
ing experienced the fuperiour good fogjunc of the 

E a prince 
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prince of the South had recourfe to ftratagetn. Af 
flight, he attacked the army of Eugene by furprife^ 
tvhich, notwithftanding this difadvantage, fought long 
with cibftinate valour; but Eugene was killed and 
the battle ended. The adherents of Eugene, cfcter- 
tnined to fupport the rights of his family, prepared 
to profecute the war with renewed ardour. Coa 
forefaw the probable confequence ; he demanded a 
ceffation of arms* To purchafe peace, he paid a 
confiderable fine and acknowlegcd the independence 
of the territories lately marked out as the cxclufive 
r'^ht of the family of the houfe of Heber. A war 
with the king of Ulfter, the caufe of wWch is not 
lexplained, ended the life of this ttirbufent defcend^r 
ant of Heremon. 

It was in the reign of Art, the Con of Con, that 
iliada, the chieftain, led forth a number of followers 
who fettled in Albany. This was the firft regular 
colony from Ireland cftablifhed in that country. 
From it thie Dairaidas of Argylefeire derive their 
©riginul. 

LuGHAtD, of the race of Ith, and Fergus, of 
that of Heremon, having, in fucceffion to Art, fill- 
ed the throne, the next king of Ireland was Cor- 
mac, an Heremonian^ who was chofen monarch, in 
the year of Chrift^ two hundred and fifty four. 
Our annals have handed down his reputation in 
ftiining colours. The good efFedts of the civil infli- 
tutions of Cormac are faid to have been felt in Ire- 
land for many years. In thofe days of turbulence, 
peace, even during the government of the wifeft 
f>rinccs, was but of fhort continuance. Many were 
the battles which Cormac fought with the king of 
Munfter* In the beginning, he was vidorious, but, 
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towards the conclufion of the war, fortune ftripped 
him of the laurels he had won, and beftowed them 
on his competitor. Upon another occafion, the 
event was more favourable to his wifhes. Either 
from a juft caufe, or, to gratify his ambition, he al- 
moft entirely extinguiflied the power of the Dam- 
nonians, who had governed the kingdom almoft two 
hundred years, and given princes to Connaught for 
many centuries. But, in one of his military expe- 
ditions, he was fo unfortunate as to lofe an eye. 
By the Iriih conftitution^ no perfon maimed in any 
refpeft, could be elefted or permitted to fit on the 
throne. Cormac, obedient to the laws of his country, 
freely relinquifhed the crown which was placed on 
the head of Eochad, grandfon of Fergus. It is 
highly probable that this prince did not confider this 
change of fituation as a mortifying or a painful cir- 
cumftance. He had experienced that the honours of 
royalty receive a bitter tinfture from the evils of ci- 
vil commotion ^nd the calamities of war. Lefs ele- 
vated in the eye of ambition, but more confonant 
to reafon and humanity are the pkafurers of the 
calm and peaceful retreat. 

Cor MAC had a tafte for karn'mg and phHofophy. 
We are informed that in his retirement, befides other 
works which he compofed, he wrote a traft, for the 
benefit of a fon who had a profpeft of being one day 
raifed to the throne of his anceftors, entitled " ad- 
*' vice to a king," in which he inftrudted hirh in the 
duties of a foldier, a legiflator and a ftatefman. 
This performance is faid to have been extant in the 
feventeenth century. There are fome reafons to 
fuppofe that Cormac before his death, renounced 
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Paganifin and embraced the pure and rational doc* 
trines of the Chriftian religion- 
Adieu. 

LETTER XVIIL 

SHORTLY after the death of Cormac, his fon 
Carbry, was invefted with the fovereign power. 
Profited by the wife inftruftions of his father and in 
imitation of his example, he framed wholfome infti- 
tutions, with a view to bring order from confufion, 
by laying reftraints on thofe violent paflions, which, 
operating without control in the breafts of his fub- 
jefts, produced efFec^s highly diftruftive to the ftate. 
Thefe ordinances of Carbry are fpoken of by our 
hiftarians in warm terms of approbation. But when 
the manners of a people are qf a complexion quite 
different from their laws, the latter can have but lit- 
tle influence on their qonduft* How forcibly are 
we led to this conclufion when, from the fame caufe, 
we fee the legiflator himfelf cQntradidt in praftife his 
own principles. Carbry, who, as monarch of Ireland 
fliould have been difpofed to promote the happinefs 
of all his fubjefts and with that view formed the po- 
litical regulations we have mei\tiotied, led an army 
into Leinfter to enforce the payment of that moft 
iniquitous tax, the barom^an tribute. Several in^- 
ilances of the like inconfiftenge occur in the Hifto- 
ry of Ireland. 

We are told that in the reign of Carbry, the mi- 
litia of Ireland whofe exploits are fo highly emblar 
zoned in the fongs of the Bards, were dilbanded. 
The caufe is not explained. It was originally efta- 
blilhed to preferve internal peace, to defend the 

coalU 
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coafls from piratical depredations, and to aOift, when 
Occafion required, the foreign allies of the ftate. 
Very particular attention was paid to the qualificati- 
ons of thofe who were admitted into it,^ and great 
pains taken to inftruft them in the art of war and 
to infpire tbenx with generofity, fidelity and courage.. 
This military corps confifled,. in tirne of pe^ce, of 
nine^ arid,^, in war, of twenty one thoufand men. 
They were divided intQ three battalions, to each of 
which regular officers were appointed, from their 
commander in chief, the cetebrated Fin Mac Comhal, 
to the lowed department. In fummer, they encamp-^ 
cd in the open fields.. Their principal fupport was 
procured by hunting and fiihing. From November: 
to May, they were quartered upon the inhabitants, 
and,^ to. prevent them from beir^ burdeiifome, re- 
ceived pay from the monarch. Had this body of 
men, who were trained to fubordirt^tipn, and might, 
in a great meafure, be confidered as regular troops, 
been employed in, difchajging t!ie duties of their 
original inftitution,. they would have contributed 
greatly to reftrain thoft civil commotions by which 
the kingdom was fo miferably harafled. Indeed of 
this, there is reafon to fuppofe that they \vere frcr 
quently made ufe of as the inftrunaents of: ambition. 
FiACHA, of the houfe of Heremon fleded fuc^ 
ceffor to Carbry, began to r.eign in the year two 
hundred and ninety feven. Muredach his fon was 
animated by the love of glory. The genius which 
he difcovered, at an early period^ for military at- 
chievments, engaged, in a very particular manner, 
the affeaions of his father. Fond partiality prevail- 
ed with Fiacha to place him at the head of his 

troops, and by his influence in the province to get 

him 
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him chofen fovereign of Gonnaught.. In confe- 
quence of the honours by which Muredach was diftin- 
guifhed, he became an objedt of envy. The Collas 
took up arms, determined to prevent him from fuc- 
ceeding to the monarchy and to facrifice to their re- 
fentment the too indulgent father. Fiacha engaged 
them in battle and was numbred with the flain. 
One of the Collas feized the crown, but, in four years, 
he was deprived of his ufurped honours. Mure- 
dach, at the end of that period, drove him from the 
' throne, on which he himfeif wajB placed, as the re- 
ward of his valour. 

The CoHas were banifhed from the kingdom and 
compelled to fly for protedtion to Albany. In three 
years, they returned to Ireland^ They were now 
in the power of Muredach,. but the marks of re- 
pentance which they difcovered, induced him not 
only to pardon their crime, t)Ut to diftinguifli them 
with his confidence. He did more. He gave them 
feven thoufand men to enable them to procure a 
fettlement in Ulfter, which they determined to in- 
vade, in confequence of a pretended affront which 
fome of their anceftors fliould have received from 
the king of that province^ Thefe adventurers fuc- 
cecded in their defign, but Muredach, during the 
abfence of fo confiderable a part of his forces, was 
attacked by Colbach, one of his chieftains, by whom 
he was deprived not only of his Kingdom but hia 
life. 

Not longer than a year did Colbach enjoy the 
crown purchafed by this aft of villainy. He was 
flain by Eochaid the fon of Muredach who fucceed- 
ed to the throne. The Pifts and Saxons being at 
this time engaged in war with the Romans and their 

Brittifti 
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Brittifli auxiliaries, received afliftance from Eochaid. 
The event was unfortunate. This expedition and 
the bad fuccefs with which it was attended are point- 
ed out by Claudian and Ammianus Marcellinus, 

Crimthan is the next monarch recorded in the 
lift of our Irifli kings. His reign commenced in the 
year three hundred and fixty feven. He likf wife, 
we are informed, fent over an army to the aid of 
the Pidls. Hence, we may reafonably fuppofe, they 
became fo troublefome to their neighbours. That 
they were confidered in a formidable light, the great 
wall of feparation built by the Romans to reftrain 
their incurfions into Britain, is a convincing proof* 
Tacitus exprefsly fays that the Romans could never 
depend upon the fecure pofleflion of Britain until 
they had conquered Ireland* 

FarcwelL 

LETTER XIX. 

NIALL, furnamed the Great, the fucceflbr of 
Crimthan was a prince highly diftinguiflied. 
The Pi6ls had long been fettled in Albany, and, on 
account of the afliftance which they at firft received 
from this country and their marriage with it's fe- 
males, were efteemed an Irifli colony. We have feen 
that formerly a colony had emigrated to that country 
who, from their leader, took the name of the Dal- 
raidas. Notwithftanding the common ties by which 
they were united, they quarrelled. Niall re-efta- 
bliflied peace betwixt thefe fifter colonies, and as a 
ftanding memorial that the diftrifts which they pof- 
fefled were peopled from this kingdom, Albany was 
from that time called Scotia Minor and Ireland, as 

the 
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the parent ftate, was diftinguiflied by the name of 
Scotia Major. Prompted by ambition, Niall took 
this opportunity of breaking through the Roman 
wall. He attacked the Britons, defokted their 
country and returned home laden, with plunder. En- 
couraged by this fuccefs, he carried an army to 
Gaul, and, in conjundtion with the Saxons, ravaged 
the coafts of Brittany, Our hiftorians fay, that 
fome time after having engaged the affiftange of the 
general of the Dalraidas, he made a fecond expediti- 
on to the fame country which had the misfortune, 
once more, to be wafted hy bis depredationSe The 
inhabitants fled from his approach, leaving their hou- 
fes and th^ all to the mercy of the conqueror. But 
fliort-lived was the triumph ' pf Niall over juftice 
and humanity. A fon of the king of Leinfter with 
whom he had a quarrel before he left Ireland, to 
gratify his refentment, followed him to Gaul, con- 
cealed himfelf in a grove, and, as he was fitting care- 
fefsly on the banks of the Loire, pierced him with 
an arrow to the heart- Upon the death of Niall, the 
progrefs of the invaders^ inftantly ftopt. To the 
great joy of the natives, they ceafed from their depre- 
dations and returned to their feveral countries. This 
prince died in the year four hundred and fix and was 
fucceeded by his nephew Dathy. 

It was in the reign of Dathy that a number of 
Gauls and B^itons^ driven by civil commotions from 
their native country, fled for protection to Ireland 
where they were kindly received and places afiigned 
for their habitation, which, even to this day, are dif- 
tinguiflied by their name. 

The Romans, at this time, being diftrefled on 
the continent were obliged to withdraw their forces 

from 
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from Britain. Dathy and his friends, the Pidls who 
feeiii to have a<2ted in concert with the Saxons, feiz- 
cd the favourable opportunity and invaded that 
country where their arms made rapid progrefs. More 
than once, they renewed their invafions. The Romans 
employed in other quarters and tired by oppofing 
enemies whofe obftinate perfeverance they were una- 
ble to fubdue, left the Britons to defend thcmfelves 
and renounced all conne:^ion with their country for 
ever. This haughty people, who had extended their 
conquefts to almoft every nation of the gjlobe, being 
Ihortly after deprived of their power, have afforded 
a ftriking example of the inftability of human great- 
ncfs, many inftanqes Qf vJjiclj pccur iii the revoluti- 
TOQ gf the wgrldt 

Farewell^ 

LETTER XX, 

DATHY, who, on his return from Britain, led 
an army into Gaul, where, as it is (aid, he 
periflied by a ftroke of lightening at the foot of the 
Alps, concludes the lift of our pagan monarchs. 
Our critics have alfo pronounced that his death clof- 
cd the period of our hiftory which is intermixed with 
fable. There is no doubt but we may now look for 
more fatisfaftory information. Still however we 
muft guard agaii^ft impofition. The monks have 
handed down to us a variety of accounts, refpefting 
the tranfaftions of their times, which can be confi* 
dered in no other light, than as legendary tales. 

The year four hundred and twenty eight was the 
period when Laogary, the fucceffor of Dathy, and 
the fon of Niall the Great, afcended the Iriih throne. 

Thfi 
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The firft remarkable aftion which he performed was 
to invade Britam, where we are told, his arms were 
fo fuccefsfiil that the Britons were compelled to pay 
him a confiderable tribute. The baromean tribute was 
the next objeft of his attention. He demanded the 
payment of it. The people of Leinfler refufed ; in con* 
fequence of which, Laogary entered that province with 
an army, Crimthan, king of Leinfter, had both fpirit 
and force to fupport the rights of his people,, He met 
the monarch in the field, vanquiftied his troops and 
took himfelf prifoner. Laogary bound himfelf by an 
oath, that he would exonerate the Leinftrians from 
the payment of the tribute, and regained his liberty. 
But, abfolved by the druids, he broke his en- 
gagement and purfued his iniquitous claim. Long 
before this period, the druids liad corruped the princi- 
ples of religion, a flagrant proof that their praftife 
was confonant. The period w^s now come when 
the goodnefs of Providence was to difpel in. that 
country the darknefs of Paganifm and to enlighten it 
with the divine truths of the Chriftian religion. Pri-? 
or to this, fome, feeble efforts had been made to in- 
troduce among us the doArines of the Gofpel. By 
the preaching of four miffionaries, a few converts had 
been made, fome time after the reign of Cormac, 
who, as we have obfcrved, is ftippofed to have died 
in the belief of Chriftianity. 

In the year four hundred and thirty one, Palladr-? 
us, with twelve afliftants, was fent from Rome, by 
Pope Celeftine, to plant the Faith in this kingdom. 
But he had little fuccefs. The converfion of the 
Irilh to Chriftianity was referved for Saint Patrick, 
who had more zeal and perfeverance in this glorious 
•caufe. This celebrated man, to whofe pious labours 

our 
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our country is fo much indebted, was the fon of 
Calphurnius^ a perfon of a refpedtable family, who 
refided at Kirkpatrick ift Scotland, a place fituated 
betwixt Dunbarton and the city of Glafgow. Be* 
ing, as we are informed, on a vifit to fome of his 
relations in Brittany, he was, at his fixteenth year, 
taken prifoner by O'Niali^ then engaged in the ex- 
pedition to that country mentioned before, and 
brought over to Ireland, where he was fold for a 
Have. After being a captive fix years, he recovered 
his liberty, and returned to his parents. Having 
devoted himfelf to the miniftry, he travelled into 
foreign parts, to acquire thofe improvements neoef* 
fary to qualify him for difcharging with propriety 
the duties of tliat important officii. At Rome^ it is 
fuppofed, he was confecrated bilhop* With a view 
to propagate the Faith, accompanied by fome ailift» 
ants, who, as we are told, were, Gke himfelf, dif* 
tihgiiiflied by piety and learning, he arrived in Ire- 
land^ in his fixtiethyear, and in the fourth of rfie 
xeigii of Laogary. His firft attempts were unfuc* 
cefsfuL But he determined to perfevere. The vi* 
olence of oppofition began to fubfide, and, in fome 
time, his labours were .crowned with confiderable fuor 
cefs. lii our records, the effeds of his preachings 
and zealous efforts' to propagate the Gofpel, arc 
magnified beyond credibifity, but there is not the 
jteaft doubt of his havitig converted fuch numbers to 

the Faith as fhook the foundations of idolatry, and 
produced the entire change which afterwards took 

place in the kingdom, in fevour of Chriftianity. 
The churches and the feminaries of Chriftian know* 
ledge which he founded, kept alive, in the minds of 
his followers, the truths they had learned, and had a 

Jailing 
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lafting influence in difFufing the Gofpel throughout 
the nation. 

One inftitution of his Was remarkably politic* 
You know that certain hereditary honours were an- 
nexed to the druidical (Mrder. In conformity to this 
idea, he appointed that the paftors of the refpedtivc 
churches ftionld be confined to certain families, and 
that the lands fet apart for their fupport (hould de- 
fcend regularly by inheritance* Thus, the druids, 
whofe pow^r in the nation was extenfivej and who 
were moft averfe to u change in religion, became in- 
clined to embrace Chriftianity^ Avhen they found 
that, in profeffing it, fo much of their ancient cuf- 
toms were preferved, and that their intereft was not 
aiEFefted by it. The particular privileges of the 
lands fet apart for the fupport of the druids arc 
plainly recognifed in the termon, or church lands> 
all fuch being fo called by the Irith. Tliefe were 
free from all manner of impdfitions ; they had the 
rmtnunity of fanftuaries, into which no civil officer 
might enter to execute any arreft, the biftiop^s 
officers^ only, excepted. 

To fuppofe that St. Patrick affumed the power of 
a metropolitan, which would, in a great meafure^ 
have confined Tiis refidence and his attention to a 
particular place, is quite inconfiftenf with the duties 
of the office in which lie was engaged* A variety 
of places required fucceffively his prefencc and fu* 
perintending care. He neither pretended to have 
derived any power from the Pope, nor attempted to 
impofe it on others. The idea of a fupreme infalli- 
ble head of the church was then unknown m any 
part of Chriftendom. This venerable apoftle, whom 
we mull ever -remember with gnatitudc, after hav- 
ing 
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ing exerted himfelf, for many years, in promoting 
the beft of caufes, and lived to fee very promifmg 
fruits of his labour, defcended to the grave in a 
good old age. 

Among other perfons of ftation who at this time 
embraced Chriftianity was Laogary the monarch. 
We have feen that this prince had invaded Britain ; 
Jie once more, in conjunction with the Picils, led 
over an army to that country, which continued to 
be harafled by their irruptions, until the battle of 
Stamford, in Lincolnlhire, when the Britons were 
finally delivered from them; but the Saxons, by 
whofe aid they had obtained the vidtory, inftead of 
adling the part of friendly auxiliaries, took poffeirion 
of the kingdom. 

Laogary died in the year four hundred and fifty 
eight, and was fucceeded by Olliol Molt of the houfe 
of Heremon. The preceding monarch had fufFered 
deeply, by attempting to exaft the baromfean tribute. 
This example, fo recent, did not prevent Olliol from * 
purfuing the fame objeft. He led an army into 
Leinfter to enforce the payment of the tax by his 
arms. A battle was fought betwixt the two con- 
tending parties. The event is not related. 

Olliol was foon engaged in a conteft of a very 
different nature, but which, from the want of due 
fubordination and the confufion of the times which 
followed, in confequencc of it, was too frequent. 
The fon of Laogary was a minor when Olliol af- 
cended the throne. He had now arrived at his 
twenty fifth year, the period in which he was eligible 
to the crown. As the right of his family, he deter- 
mined to claim it. Olliol prepared for the conteft. 
The fortune of the young Luighaid . prevailed. la. 

the 
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the plains of Ocha he flew his competitor and was 
crowned monarch* There cannot be a greater mif- 
fortune to a nation than to be fubjedt to the cala- 
mities incident to a difputed (ucceflion. 

Lug HMD defcended From Heremon and of the 
hbufe of Niali, ftrengthened, very confiderably, the 
inifluence of his family. The pentarchy continued, 
but much diminilhed in it's power* From this peri- 
od, the provincial kings, make no longer a refpec* 
table figure in the hiftory of this country. 

We are told that in this year the Dalraidas being 
expelled from North Britain, by the Pids, were 
obliged to have recourfe for affiflatxcc to Ireland their 
parent ftate. By the aid which they received from 
thence, they regained their pofleffions in Scotland 
and extended their fettlements more widely into the 
northern parts of that country* Affairs there were 
now about to alTume a more favourable afpedt. 

Frequent contefts betwixt the families of He- 
remon and Heber had arifen, concerning the fuccef- 
fion to the Inth throne. Ulfter, more contiguous to 
Scotland, w^s poffeifed by the houfe of Heremon, 
which, of confequencS, was more frequently afiifted 
by the Pids. To leiTen the firength of the Heremo* 
nians, by weakening that of their alliesi princes 
of the line of Heber, had frequently invaded Scot- 
land, but from th^ time that England was invaded by 
the Romans, the Irifh dreading the power of that am- 
bitious people, united themfelve^, without diftindion, 
to the Pifts, againft the common enemy, for the fake 
of mutual fafety. Hence the number of Irifli, re- 
fidcnt in Scotland, daily cncreafed. But their fet- 
tlements were detached, connedled by no common 
bond of union* Each particular clan or fept knew 

no 
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no dep^ndance, except the fubordinate ties by which 
it was attached to it's own leader The fons of Ere 
had been encouraged by the monarch to pafs oyer for 
^n cftabllfhment to Scotland ; ihortly after which, 
^rgus, the younger brother, was proclaimed king 
^* the Albanian Scots, all of whon^ he united un- 
^r his government. . 

• . : • - Farewell, 

LETTER XXL 

THE account tranfmitted of the fucceeding 
xeigns are. quite unimportant until we defcend 
to Baoden, who, in the year five hundred and fixty fix, 
was chofen monarch. He was of the line of Here- 
*mon. An incident which happened in the begin- 
ning of his reign, has led me to mention him. 
Shortly after his eledion, Baoden was defeated in a 
•Wttle, probably fought with one of the provincial 
kings. Prcffed by the enemy, he fled for refuge to 
^ raonaftery, but no refpeft was paid to his afylum; 
h^ was torn from it and put to death. The mona- 
ft^fy belonged to the famous Saint Columba. Irri- 
tatec by the profanation, he exerted all his influence 
to avcnge it. He raifed the ftandard of war to 
whichhis partizans flocked in numbers, animated by 
religiois zeal. A battle was the confequence. Co- 
lumba, though a minifter of the religion of peace, 
took but little p^ins to control his paflions, which, 
it appears, w^re uncommonly violent. Upon a for- 
mer occafi^n, he had difturbed the public peace. 
This, with ^e excefles now mentioned, provoked 
his countrym>»n who determined to fubmit no long- 
er to his turbu^^nce. Driven from the kingdom, he 
Vol. I. ' G fle4 



66 THE HISTORY 

fled for an afylum to North Britain. Columba had 
filled a diftinguiihed place in the eminent fchool of 
Saint 'Fmian at Clonard. Here he cultivated the. fe- 
veral branches of knowledge, then in vogue, wi 
particular attention, by which he acquired propo^^ 
bnal reputation and influence. Taught wifdom IP 
the confequence of his folly, he determined to attoti^ 
in the place of his exile, for his paft ftiifcondud i 
Many of the North Britons were ignorant of tl^ i 
Cofpel ; Columba laboured to. ihftru^ them in the 
knowledge of it*s futolime do<£trines with mdefatigs^ 
ble zeaL His efforts in this noble caufe, his endea- 
vours to do good, his cixemplafy converfatioh in fu- 
ture life, bore witnefs to the fincerity of his repen- 
tance. ... 

In the year five huhilred and fixty Icveh, Hug\ 
the fon of Ainnier, was xrhofen fucceffot to Baoden. 
The a As of a niatiohal affembly convened in his time* 
are highly celebrated.' *Dne of them particularly 
taken notice of, relates to the public fchools. The 
tnafters of thefe fdhools, like tlie 'bards and thofe of 
the clergy fubftituted in their place, enjoyed parti(^ J- 
lar immuni ties. In every revolution, their perfona^l^d 
their property were fecure from injury. Stud^its, 
and thofe connei^ied with them, were fubjedt neither 
to taxes nor military duties. Thefe privilege? were 
abufed. Numbers of youth, indifpofed to dVfcharge 
the duties of active life, crowded to thofe fen^cnaries, 
where they gratified their indolent tempej» to the 
difgrace of learning and the prejudice of fi»ciety. In 
fatirical rhimes, tliey expofed, with wai^^on licenti- 
oufnefs, thofe who werei the objefts oiT their dflike. 
The national aflembly above mentio; *d, took this 
abufe into confideration. In each fbijoi, the num- 
ber 
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bcr of fcholars was rcftrifted, their petulance corredk- 
cd, and thofe fubjefts forbidden, which were prejudi- 
cial to religion or injurious to th^ character of indivi- 
'. duals. It is faid that until this meeting of the ftates, 
P the Albanian Scots had paid tribute to the Irifti mo- 
j narchs. They were now exempted, from this mark of 
J fubjedion, and raifed to the honourable diftindion 
of being confidered as their friends and allies. 

» - > • 

LETTER XXIL 

WE mull pafs over in filence a number of the 
fuccecding reigns. In the year, fix hundred 
and feventy eight, the crown was placed on the 
head of Fionachta* To compel the payment of the 

rufual tax, he invaded Leinfter, in imitation of his 
predeceffor. In a pitched battle, his fcM-ces obtained 

^*he vidtory over the people of that province. Mr. 
O'Halloran, to whom, for his afliftance in this* part of 

-the fubjeft I have been much indebted, relates here 
a ftriking incident. The archbifliop of Ferns touch- 
^ with the miferies of his country, at the head of his 
c^^rgy, reprefented to the triumphant monarch in 
livv 'y colours, the hardfliips to which the baromean, 
tribute had fubje£ted the people of Ldnfter, for fix 
hundred years : that the impofition was iniquitous ; 
that it was oppreflive and difpleafmg to God. He 
befeeched him to alleviate the fufFerings of his coun- 
trymen. The mind of Fionachta was noble and ge- 
nerous : being ftruck with the folemnity of the train 
that accoitepanied this diftinguiflied prelate and with 
his aflfefting defcription of the calamities of his coun- 
try, both fe^ himfelf and his fucceflbrs, he engaged 
to exempt tlk' Leinflxians from the payment of the 

G z tribute* 
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tribute. This aft of juftice did him more honor than 
the fplendor oF a thoufand victories. 

The remainder oF the reign oF this monarch was 
much difturbed, particularly by irruptions From Bri- 
tain. In the end, the invaders were overthrown and 
Compelled to evacuate the kingdom. Fionachta 
reigned twenty years. The hand oF violence con- 
figned him to the grave^ 

With refpeft to learning, we are informed that 
in the Fourth century the monks began to be diftin- 
guifhed for piety smd knowledge. Though ftrangers 
to the true principles oF fcience, there is no doubt 
but they were much better inftrufted than the neigh- 
bouring nations, all oFwhom, at this period^ were 
involved in great darknefs. For fcholaftic philofo- 
|)hy and divinity, they were famous over Europe. 
Among thefe, Saint Bridget was mt)re particularly 
diftinguifhed. At an early period, llie devoted her- 
' felf to the monaftic life, for the duties of which fhe 
was well qualified being equally remarkable For 
piety, benevolence and aufterity. Several writings 
are afcribed to her. This female Saint was highly 
honoured in her own <;ountry. Her fame^ it is faid, 
even extended to the continent. At her death, (he 
was canonized. The province of Leinfter, in parti- 
cular, confidered her ^s it's patronefs and tutelary 
Saint. 

During the fevcnth century, fchools and femi- 
Haries in the different parts of the kingdom multipi- 
cd. In the fchool iat Armagh we are told there were 
feven thoufand fcholars; in that of Clonard, three 
Ihoufaiid. Lifmore was in this refpedl ftill more emi- 
nently diftinguifhed- This was the period when fo- 
reigners, the Britons, the Gei^mans, the Teutones, 

the 
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the Swifs, the Sicambri and other nations of the 
North, refbrted to Ireland for improven^ent.. Then 
it was that this country received the honourable 
appellation of, " the ifland of the holy and the 
*^ learned." Then it was, more particularly, that 
miffionaries were fent frcBn us to different places of 
the continent, to propagate the Chriftian religion 
and fcbolaftic philofophy, the fafhionable learning of 
the times. Mezcray the hiftoran teftifies, in refpedl 
to France, that crowds of religious flocked from Ire- 
land to that country and were ufeful, even in tem- 
poral matters. They were not indolent \ they la-r 
boured with their hands j they tilled the ground, 
they built, they planted, and this with a view to feed 
and cherifh the poor. Their labours were moft fuc- 
cefsful. Heaven feemed to fmile upon them. *' j 
" (hall fay nothings he farther obferves, of their 
" having preferved almoft ^H the remains of the hi-r 
** ftory of thefe times.'* Amidft fuch fcenes of 
darknefs and confufion, how pleafing is this defcrip-r 
tion, how honourable. to our countrymen, and to the 
peculiar genius of their learaecj inftitutions ! 

FarewelK 

LETTER XXriI. ' 

YO U have feen that Fibnachta exonerated the 
Leinftrians from the baromeaa tribute. He 
kept his engagement; but, it was violated by his 
fucceflbr. Feargal, who afcerided the throne in fe- 
ven hundred and thirteen, paid no regard to it. He 
led twenty one thoufand men to Leinfter, in fupport 
of this claim. Murrougb, King of Leinfter, met 
him in the^ field with nine thoufan4 mep to defend 

G 3 the 
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the rights of his country. He encountered him at 
Almhuio. Feargal was flain and his army entirely 
vanquiftied. 

An invafion of the Pifts and inteftine diflentions 
fill up the fcene, from the death of this monarch to 
the fecond year of the reign of Aod who was advan- 
ced to the throne in the year feven hundred and 
ninety feven. The peace of Ireland was now about 
to be difturbed from a new and unexpefted quarter. 

The irruption of the barbarous nations into the 
Roman empire, with the rapid deftruftion of that 
mighty fabric, for many centuries the terror and 
admiration of the world, is one of the moll remarka- 
ble events recorded in the hiftory of mankind. How 
it was pofliblc for the cold and uncultivated regions 
of the North, to produce the multitudes by which it 
was accomplilhed, has been, to the curious, a mat- 
ter of much fpeculation. Countries, which at pre-^ 
fent, though much better improved, are by no 
means populous, mull, at fo remote a period, have 
been Hill more thinly inhabited, Had it been other- 
wife, thefe emigrants would never have conceived 
a defign of changing their fituation, Populoufnefs 
is the cOTfequence of a fruitful foil, A fruitful foil 
can fcarcely be overllocked with inhabitants. The 
people of the North, pinched by the want of fubfif- 
tence were forced to defert their country and fook 
elfewhere for a more comfortable fettlement. The 
number of emigrants was fupplied in a continued 
fucceflion. Thofe who dwelt to the South of thefe 
vail dreary regions firft defefted their habitations^ 
whofe place was occupied by their neighbours. Pref*- 
fed upon by the more remote and encouraged by the 
fuccefs of their countrymen, they removed, in their 
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turn, to make way for new conunersj ready to take . 
up, in their room^ the fame temporary abode. The 
countries, whofe inhabitants, from the firft emigra- 
tion, thus moved forwards, in a regular courfe, were 
fo extenfive as to occupy a very confiderabfe part of 
Europe^ Of thofe invaders, fuch as poffeffed the 
maritime parts of Denmark, Sweden Livonia and 
the neighbouring countries, being rendered from 
their fituation, (kilful in naval affairs, were natural- 
ly led to make their expeditions by fc* in queft of 
new habitations. 

At the period above iwentioncd, a very confide 
table number of thofe foreigners, whom our authors 
have diftinguiftied by the common appellation of 
Danes, landed in Ireland. They continued for fome 
time, to ravage the coaft. But Aod having collec- 
ted an army defeated them, Thoft who furvived 
reached with difficulty their (hips. Some time after, 
they made another attempt on the Province of Ul- 
fter, which was equally unfuccefsfuL Buty before 
they were lepulfed, they co^imitted great deftjufti- 
on in the country. Barbarous in their manners and 
funk' in the grc^eft ignorance, nothing facred or pro- 
fane efcaped their indifcriminating fury. Among 
other depredations, they burned to the ground Lif- 
more with it's fchool, fo highly celebrated by our 
Irifti annalifts. 

The Danes had carried to their countrymen fuch, 
accounts of Ireland as rendered it an objedt of de- 
fire to thofe who wiflied to exchange the unpleafant- 
nefs of fevere (:olds and a barren land for the advan- 
t^e of a temperate climate and a fertile, foil. Hence, 
» a new body of them croffed the fea and made a de-. 
fcent upon Leinfter. But the fqrmer fpirited efforts 

of 
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I of their neighbours, in prefervation of their rights 
and their property ' againft this dangerous enemy, 
were not imitated by the men of this province on the 
prefent occafion. They fled before the Danes and 

* left their pofleffions to be wafted by their depre- 
dations. The enemy encouraged by this (hame- 
ful timidity, advanced forwards into the country, 
loading themfelves, in their progrefs, with plunder. 
By this time, the Leinftrians had recovered from their 
panic. Afhamed of their mifconduft and reinfor- 
ced by their friends, they attacked the invaders with 
their ufual intrepidity and after an obftinate engage- 
ment defeated them. The Danes loft all their boo- 
ty and feventeen hundred men. 

Adieu. 

LETTER XXIV. 

ALL the attempts made by the Danes upon Ire- 
land had been unfuccefsful. But, by this 
time, they were much better acquainted with the ad- 
vantages of the country, and, of confequence, ani- 
mated by ftronger defire to procure in it, if poflible, 
a permanent eftabliftlment. With a fleet of fixty fail, 
in the reign of Feidlim, they made a powerful de- 
fcent on the province of Munfter. After commit- 
ting their ufual barbarities, they were repulfed, with 
flaughter. During the reign of Feidlim, they made 
feveral other defultory attacks on diffepent parts of 
the ifland. 

Bu T an invafion of thefe foreigners, much more 
formidable and more fatal in it's confequences, wais 
made in the year «ight hundred and fifteen. Their 
troops, were commaiided by Tiirg^fius^ a man not 

more 
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more celebrated for his courage than the barbarous 
ferocity of his temper. A hundred and twenty (hips 
carried over the enemy from Denmark. Of thefe, 
they made two divifions ; one of which entered the 
river Boyne, the other, the LifFey, in order to diftradt 
the attention of the Irifh. When intelligence of 
their landing was brought to the feveral parties of 
Danes fcattered through the country, they exulted 
in their flattering profpefts, united with one confent 
and arrangedAhemfelves under the banner of Tur- 
gefius. The invaders now penetrated to the center 
of thfe kingdom. Caille who fucceeded Aod, does 
not appear, at this alarming crifis, to have behaved, 
in defence of his crown and the rights of his people, 
with the fpirit and dignity becoming a monarch. 
Befides, the chieftains, inftead of uniting againft the 
common enemy, fufFercd themfelves to be embroiled 
in civil commotions, more indifferent to their own 
fafety and the public good than to the gratification of 
their private paflions. The wretched inhabitants were 
defpoiled of their property. Schools, churches ; every 
thing, in particular, connefted with religion, became 
a prey to the impious and mercilefs cruelty of the 
conqueror. Wherever he came, military law was 
eftablifhed ; the rapacity of the foldier extinguiflied 
the feelings of compaffion and was equally deaf to 
the voice of juflice and humanity. The foreigners 
were by this time poflfefTed of a confiderable part of 
the kingdom. Malachy, who, it is faid, now fat 
upon the throne, had done as little for the fafety of 
the kingdom, as his predeceflTor. He had been hi- 
therto but the fhadow of a king. But, an event 
happened which called forth his fpirit into adlion, 
Turgefius call his eye on his daughter and demand^ 

cd 
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cd her in marriage. The monarch confidered the alE- 
ance as inglorious ; it would be a difgrace to his fa- 
mily. His fenfe of honor, his refentment were roufed. 
In confequencc of his vigorous exertions, his fubjeAs 
united and rofe univerfally upon the Danes. The 
greateft part of them were driven from the kingdom, 
Turgefius was taken and ftifFered, by the hand of 
juftice, the merited punidiment of his crimes. A na- 
tional aflembly was convened in which an ad: of am- 
Beffy was publiftied and a refolution formed that in 
future private reffentments fliould be facrificed to the 
puWic good. Had they adhered to this virtuous re- 
folution, Ireland had nothing to fear 'from a foreign 
enemy, and it*s inhabitants woulcj ^Y^ heen a hap- 
py people. 

The Danes had built caftles and ftrong holds for 
the fecurity of their power. Tbe{e were demoRfhed. 
With refpeft to fuch of the foreigners as remained 
in the kingdom, they were permitted to fettle in the 
maritime towns, to carry on, for the public benefit, 
as was fbppofed, the fevera! branches of trade with 
which they were acquainted. 

This indulgence however, the Irifli had caufe to 
icpent, for numbers of Danes came to this country, 
from time to time, and fettled, with a view, as they 
alledged, to trade. Thefe adv^nturera confifting, as 
it ever happens, of the moft artful and enterprizing 
ef their countrymen, infinuated themfelves into the 
lavourable opinion of the princes in whofe territories 
ihey had taken up their reifidence. By degrees, their 
infiuence increafing, they obtained important privi- 

feges in feveral of the principal towns. Thus did 
they once more become formidable. Diffentions 
arofe^ and new battles were fought, with various 

fuccefs. 
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fucccfs, betwixt them and the natives, the latter of 
whom diminiflied their own ftrength, and, in propor- 
tion, encreafed that of the enemy by the inteftinc 
commotions in which they were involved. Whatever 
evils arofe fropi the diflentions of the Irifh, they had 
not been prejudicial to men of learning or to femina- 
ries of knowledge, Thefe commanded fo much re- 
fpe<5t, from all parties, as to remain uninjured even 
in the moft diftrafted times^ But the invafions of 
the Danes, were particularly deftrudlive to learning 
and the Chriftian religion. Many of our fchojars 
fled to the continent, among whom are reckoned 
Clement, the celebrated Scotus, commonly called 
John Erigena and others. The knowlege which they 
carried from Ireland, they tranfpl^nted and culti- 
vated in fqreign coui;itries^ 

Adieu. 

LETTER XXV. 

FLAN, eledted monarch in the year eight hun^ 
dred and feventy nine, fat upon the throne 
many years. It was a favourable circumftance to 
the Danes, who were permitted to encreafe their 
power in the kingdom^ at pleafure. The warlike 
atchievments of Flan did not confift in attempting 
to expel the enemies of his coimtry. They were di- 
refted to a much more inglorious objedl, the profe- 
cuting with hoftilities thofe of his fubjedts who had 
incurred his refentment. 

Ni A L L the fourth, who next fat on the throne, was 
well difpofed to check the progrefs of the common 
enemies, but, inftead of being able to reprefs their 
power, he had the mortification to fee it ftrcngthned 
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fter fliould be delivered to him,, and a confidelrable 
fum of money paid for his ranfom. It was impof^ 
fible that Ceallaehan who had been hitherto the 
magnanimous defender of his country, could liften 
to terms, fo dilhonourable and fo highly prejudicial 
to it's intereft* By a meffenger which he was per- 
mitted to fend to Munfter with thefe conditions, he 
entreated his countrymen to pay no regard to them, 
but to exert themfelves with fpirit and endeavour to 
bring Sitrick to reafon by force of arms. Kennedy, 
to whom it has been faid the care of the province 
was entrufted, behaved glorioufly on this trying oc- 
cafion. He raifed a numerous army which he led to 
Armagh where Ceallaehan had been conveyed for 
the greater fecurity of his perfon* Sitrick was alarm- 
ed- "Immediately with a proper efcort, he removed 
his prifoner to Dundalk, giving orders that he fhould 
be fent to Denmark under convoy of a fleet colIe<5t- 
cd there for the purpofe. 

Mean while Kennedy attacked the enemy's for- 
ces at Armagh and obtained a compleat vi<5lory, up- 
on which, he led his triumphant army to Dundalk, 
with all poffible expedition, for the deliverance of 
their king* But too late. Before they arrived, he 
WAS put on board, and placed beyond the reach of 
their afliftance. Deeply affeded T^y the difappoint- 
ment, they crouded to the fliore lamenting the lofs 
of a prince, whofe efforts in behalf of their liberties, 
had been fo glorious to himfelf and fo much endeared 
him to his country. But whilft they were indulging 
thefe feelings, a number of fliips, under a briflc gale, 
appeared in fight bearing dov^ n upon the Danes. It 
was the fleet of Munfter collefted by the order of 
Kennedy and commanded to fail round and attack 

the 
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the fhips of the enemy. The two fleets immediate- 
ly engaged. Before this, our countrymen had made 
no figure in naval affairs ; on the prefent occafion, 
courage fupplied the place of fkill. The Irifli en- 
tirely routed the enemy. Their vidorious fleet 
entered the harbour of Dundalk. Ceallachan was 
living and had regained his liberty, a circumflance 
which exceedingly heightened the tranfports felt on 
this happy occafion, * The king returned to Munfter 
where he was received by his fubjeds with fimilar 
expreffions of afFe6tton. His patriotifm, and other 
virtues, had commanded univerfal love and admi- 
ration. 

Having recruited his forces, Ceallachan deter- 
mined to ufe every poflible effort to deliver his coun- 
try from the power of the Danes, whofe tyranny,' • 
and infidious fnares he had fo fortunately efcaped. 
The defign fucceeded to his wifhes. His army was 
repeatedly vidorious, and thefe foreigners reduced 
to a neceffity of evacuating the kingdbm. 

He did not long furvive this happy event. Short- 
ly after, he defeended quietly, with honor, to the 
grave. Colonel Vallancey has called in queftion the * 
authenticity of thefe particulars concerning Cealla- 
chan; But I have related them, as there is nothing 
in them improbable, and they are recorded by all 
our hiftorlans. 

Farewell 

LETTER XXVL 

THE expulfion of the Drses was np fecurlty to 
the Trilh that they ftiould be fafe in future 
from their depred^ions. Ireland, with which they 

were 
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were now well acquainted, had temptations fufEcient 
to excite them to procure a fettlement in it, even at 
every rifque. In the time of Congal the Second, 
whom we find upon the throne at the period fuc- 
ceeding the death of Ceallachan, thefe foreigners 
again invaded Ireland. Ulfter, Leinfter, Connaught, 
every quarter of the kingdom, for the fpace of twen- 
ty five years, experienced the calamitous confe* 
<}uence§ of their rapacity. Not that the inhabitants 
were inactive with refpet\ to the prefervation of their 
lives and their property. During that period, the 
Danes were frequently attacked and even vanquifti- 
cd, but, as their numbers were confumed by war 
ihey were recruited by fucceflive emigrations from 
the continent. 

• In the year nine hundred and eighty, the ftates 
advanced to the throne Malachy the Second, pf the 
race of Heremon. For fome time, he^ oppofed the 
progrefs of the Danes with becoming fpirit. His 
efforts however were tranfient, he- foon funk down 
into a ftate of ftiameful inaftion. But Ireland did 
not want, at this. period, a ftrenuous defender of her 
rights. 

Brian Boromy King of Munfter, by his fucceif- 
ful efforts againft the invaders of his country, had 
been eminently diftinguiflied. The virtues of juftice; 
of patriotifm and magnanimity, (hone forth in none 
of the princes of Ireland more confpicuoufly than in 
him. 

The inglorious Maiachy was quite -eclipfcd by 
his great and good qualities. Struck by his virtues, 
the ftates dethroned their fovereign, and placed the " 
crown upon his head. In this ioftance, the regular 
courfc oiF fucccffion was difregarded. The Prince of 

Munfter 
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Munfter was not of the houfe of Hy Niall. He 
was, however, a Milefian of the houfe of Heber, 
three of whofe anceftors had fat upon the Irifh 
throne. On receiving the crown, the Danes expe- 
rienced the effefts of the additional power with which 
he was invefted. They were not, indeed, extirpa- 
ted, but they were reduced to a ftate of perfedt 
obedience in the feveral towns afligned them for 
their reiidence, where they were permitted, once 
more, to exercife their refpc&ive occupations. He 
obliged them to give fecurity for their good behavi- 
our, and to pay a tribute to government for the 
protedlioii they enp3red. 

5Briak tiow turned his attention to every thing 
conducive to the internal peace and happinefs of his 
fubjedls. He took pains to adjuft the principles of 
the political fyftem, to reftrain oppreflive violence, 
^nd to adminifter jullice with ftriftnefs and impar- 
tiality. To improve .the kingdom fo miferably 
wafted by internal diffentions, ^nd, ftill more, by 
jfhe depredations of the Danes, was an object of his 
Very particular care. Cities, churches and femina- 
*ies of learning, of which nothing for many years, 
ifiad been feen but the miferable ruins, were rebuilt* 
Under his wife adminiftration, things began to wear 
a new face ^ order was reftored and a pieafmg pro- 
fpedl opened to view. But the bleffings of undif- 
turbed peace, after a continuance of ten years, gave 
place to the calamities of war. The paflTions of the 
Irifli, eafily inflamed and impatient of control, ren- 
dered them incapable of thofe reftraints neceffary to 
the happinefs which refults from the tranquil enjoy- 
ments of fociety. If at any time, the violence of 
their feelings fubfided, envy, jealoufy, a thirft for 
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rapine, or revenge, put an end, as we liave feen on 
numberlefs occasions, to this defirable ftate, and 
involved them in all the miferies of inteftine war. 
This Brian, notwithftanding all his wifdorti and pru- 
dence, largely experienced. Maolmorda, prince 
of Leinfter, on a vifit at court, received oiffence 
from the kirfg's eldefl: fon, who, on a former occafion, 
had expreffed his dlllike of him for being an affociate, 
and a protestor of the Danes. Fired by refentment 
which would not be pacified, he hafted home to gra- 
tify his revenge. Having taken council with his 
fubjeds and found his own power infufficient, he 
refolved to apply for foreign alTiftance. Meffengers, 
for this purpofe^ were difpatched to the king of 
Denmark who fent him, under the command of his 
fons, twelve thoufatid men. *f hefe were joined by 
the Danes of Trelanxl, and by all tlie forces which 
the prince of Leinfter could colleft. When their 
preparations were compleated, war was proclaimed 
^gainft the rponarch, Brian had always acquitted 
himfelf like a hero, and his conduft, on the prefent 
occafion, was perfeftly fuitable to his foriner charac- 
ter. An army was foon raifed; for his people, by 
Avhom he was univerfally admired, ^nd who at prefent 
were deeply concerned for their common fafety, 
rrouded to his ftandard. Hoftilities commenced. 
The coriteft haftened to a crifis. On the twenty 
third of April, one thoufand and fourteen, the two 
armies met in a plain about two miles from Dublin. 
The heart of Brian was full of courage and animated 
^ith the love of vidlory and of glory. But his arm 
^as enfeebled by age. He was now in his eighty 
^igbth year. Having- arranged his troops in battle 
array, with the utmoft reludtance, he refigned the 
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commaiKi to bis fon and retired, in painfiil foUcitudc 
for the iflTue- The fignal was giv^n, on both fides, 
to begin^tbe charge. At this critical moment Mala- 
chy, the jdethroned monarch, who had joined the 
army of Bri^n as aa auxiliary, treacheroufly drew ofF 
his battalfon to a diftance, hoping that by this revolt, 
his men would be thrown into confufion and intimi- 
dated. But this bafe unexpedted defection did not 
terrify or difconcert the foldiers of Boromy. They 
advanced bravely to the combat, led on by their 
commander and the other princes, in a manner be- 
coming the fons of fuch a father. On both fides, the 
onfet was furious, Refolved to conquer or die, 
every man maintained his ground with the moft de- 
termifled firmnefs- The event continued for fome 
time in fufpence. At length, the good fortune of 
Brian and the glorious caufe in which he was en- 
gaged triumphed. The Danes gave way ; terror 
feized the men of Leinften They Ihrunk from their 
ftandards and the rout became univerfal. Great 
numbers of them were deftroyed. It is faid that 
feventeen thoufand perifhed either in the battle or 
purfuit. Many likewife fell on the fide of the mo- 
narch, who himfelf was unfortunately killed in his 
tent, at the conclufion of the engagement. Befides 
him and others of diftinftion who perifhed on this 
occafion, his brave fon Murtogh, who led tlie battle 
with fuch diftinguifhed honor, generoufly attempt- 
ing to relieve one of the princes of Denmark whom 
he faw wounded and in need of afliftance, received 
from him a treacherous blow and was numbered with 
the flain. 

Thus ended the memorable battle of Clontarf, 
by which the fpirit of the Danes, and their fchemes 
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of conqueft, with refped to Ireland, which they 
had been labouring to carry iiito execution for two 
hundred and feventy years, were utterly difappomt* 
ed. The few feeble efforts which they afterwards 
made, were of no confequence ; here, it may be 
faid, ended, eifFedtually, all their attempts upon the 
liberties of this country. 

No charafter in the Hiftory of Ireland is. more 
celebrated than that of Brian Boromy* The virtues 
of patriotifm and magnanimity by which he was dif*- 
tinguilhed) >vhen king of Munfterj raifed him to 
the honours of Supreme Monarch. When he took 
upofi kim the office of fovereign authority, he found 
Ireland ftiU labouring tinder the bppreflion of a fa- . 
xeign enemy^ The peace^ which he purchafed for 
it by the fword, he laboured fuccefsfully to fecure, 
by the wifdam^, the jufticcj and moderation of hifi 
government. He was not fond of war i the exerti- 
ons of his courage were the effedi of prudent deli* 
beration, which had purely for their end the fafety 
of his country, and the prefervation bf it*s liberties- 
Thefe were ever the objefts of his dearell afFedlion. 

The enemy, whilft in arms, felt the fpirited ef- 
forts of his courage, but when conquered, experi- 
enced that his heart was equally fufceptible of fenti- 
ments of tendernefs and compaffion ; qualities, ever 
the infeparable attendants of true magnanimity. As 
this prince was diftinguiftied in the field, and culti- 
vated the arts of peace with fingular induftry, he 
omitted no opportunity of expreffing his regard 
for religion. It was in his reign, as we are told, 
that the Danes were converted to Chriftianity. In 
this inflance, however, animated by pious zeal, he 

did npt confult the more amiable feelings of his 
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heart. He publiftied an edi6l by which they were 
peremptorily commanded either to embrace the Gof- 
pel, or depart from the kingdom. We need not be 
furprifed that Brian Boromy, in this particular, vio- 
lated the rights of confcience, when fuch numbers, 
in other refpedts, diftinguiftied for their virtues, 
have adted the fame part in ages enlightened by phi- 
lofophy ; when the genius of our religion might have 
been better underftood, by which liberality of fenti- 
ment is enforced, and principles inculcated that tend 
to banifli contracted ideas and to fill the heart with 
benevolence. 

!parewelL 

LETTER XXVII. 

FROM the middle of the eighth century when 
the Danes firft invaded Ireland, the learning of 
this country, which, in the preceding centuries, h^d 
made a confiderable figure rapidly d/eclined. Where- 
ever thefe barbarians came, they deftroyed, as you 
}iave feen, all the repofitories of knowledge which 
they met with, both facred an4 prophane- Enemies 
to Chriftianity and. defirous to obliterate from the 
minds of the pieople all remembrance of their ancient 
laws, cuftoms and origin, that they might be difpo-f 
fed to fubmit more readily to a foreign domination, 
religious books and hiftorical records were indifcrimi- 
nately the objcfts of their fury, Hence, as a principal 
caufe of our want of information, the antiquities of 
Ireland have been much lefs clearly underftood, 

Qf this period^ very few writers ^re mentioned. 
As the mpfl remarkable, the names of Clement and 
Albin, Claudius ^nd John Erig^na ^re handed down 
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to the prefent times. Nor muft we forget Cormac 
Mac Cuillenan who lived in the tenth century, the 
famous king of Munfter and archbifhop of Cafhel. 
He is fuppofed to have been the author of the Pfal- 
ter of Calhel which contains an account of the fine 
of Heber or the Munfter kings. The fidlions with 
which this is filled as well as other compofitions of 
the fame kind ftill extant, have rendered them much 
lefs ufeful to the Iri{h hiftorian. 

With many, this circumftance has deftroyed all 
cofidence in their authenticity. But on the fame 
principle, we muft rejeft entirely the teftimony of 
Herodotus and other authors of eftabliflied reputati- 
on. A writer, with refpedl to a number of his rela- 
tions, may be perfeftly authentic; in regard to 
others, may intentionally deceive ; he may be de- 
ceived himfelf if he is credulous, if he is blinded 
by partiaKty, enthufiafm, or addifted to fuperftiti- 
on. The authors of our Pfalters, were bards, who, 
in all countries, during the early periods, were the 
only repofitories of hiftory and of every kind of 
learning. They, befides the caufes of error, to 
which, in 'common with others, they were fubjeft, 
confidered it as their privilege to intermix the fafts 
which they related with fable, and to enliven them 
with the colourings of imagination. In confulting 
fuch writings, to diftinguifh what is probable from the 
contrary, to feparate accurately truth from falfhood, 
is the duty of the fenfible and judicious hiftorian. 
But to return from this degreffion. 

Though the battle of Clontarf broke the power 
of the Danes in Ireland, it did not put an end to 
thofe inteftine difcords which had been To ruinous to 
the kingdom. They encreafed. By the acceflion 

of 



OF IRELAND. 87 

of Brian to the crown, the order of fucceflion, as has 
been faid, was changed. To this, Malachy was de- 
termined not to fubmit. The throne was now va- 
cant ; without a new regular eleftion, he reafcended 
it, folely by his own power and by the influence of 
the ftates of Meath. Upon his death, Ticge and 
Donagh^ the two fons of Brian Boromy, claimed the 
fovereignty* Donagh, the younger, more fubtile 
and ambitious, circumvented his brother, and by 
force, reduced Munfter, Leinfter, Connaught and 
Meath. From this time„ ambition, without any 
regard to juftice, was the fole motive which influ- 
enced the competitors for the crown. Monarchs of 
the houfe of Milefius were no longer exctulively 
eledted by the ftates, agreeably to the principles of the 
ancient and eftablifhed conftitutioa. We may eafily 
conceive what muft have been the condition of the 
kingdom, when this was added to the former caufes 
of contention by which it was fo miferably harafled. 
TuRLOGH, the nephew of Donagh, envied him the 
honours of fovercignty . Aided by the kings of Con- 
naught and of Leinfter, he overcame the forces of 
the monarch near the mountains of Ardagh and took 
poifeflion of the throne^ 

Adiei^ 

LETTER XXVIII. 

THE princes of Ireland, in general, acknow*« 
ledged Turlogh for their fovereign and fub-. 
mitted to his authority. His virtues muft have been 
diftinguiftaed, if we judge by a letter to him from 
Lanfranc Archbiftiop of Canterbury, in which he 
praifes God for his goodnefs to the Irilh nation in 

granting 
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granting them a prince to rule over them of his pt* 
cty, moderation and equity, in the adminiftration 
of government. The addrefs of this letter is pom- 
pous, " To the magnificent Turlogh king of Ire- 
•* land." 

On the death of this prince, his fon Mortogh 
claimed the crown and is confidered as the next mo- 
narch of Ireland. Mortogh, jealous of the defigns 
of his brother Dermod, baniftied him from his ter- 
ritories. Dermod, ftimulated by ambition and re- 
venge, colledled his partizans, and determined, if 
he could, to poflefs himfelf of the crown. Diftreflt 
ing to the people were the efFefts of this unnatural 
competition. In the end, the brothers were reconci- 
led. There are different accounts of this tranfadti- 
©n. Mr. O'Halloran fays that Mortogh, from a 
thirft of power, having, for years, been engaged in 
bloody contefts with the princes 0:f Connaught and 
of Ulfter, filled with remorfe for the miferies in 
which he had involved the kingdom, refigned the 
crown to his brother, and laboured by the piety and 
charity of his future life to at tone for his paft mif- 
conduft. 

Historians, and particularly the author men- 
tioned above, have given us an account of a cele- 
brated ecclefiaftigal council held in Ireland at this 
timr , which muft not be pafTed over unnoticed. 

The moft amiable humanity was one of the di- 
ftinguilhing charadterifticks of the inftruftions and 
the example of the divine author of Chrillianity. As 
he taught his apoftles to follow his fteps, he check- 
ed in them every appearance of fpiritual pride 
and ambition, and, when he was taken from the 
world, left them upon a footing of perfeil equality. 

But 
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But the bifliop of Rome, the feat of empire, fbon 
began to affume power over the other churches. 
The converfion of Conftantine to the Faith, the ir- 
ruption of the barbarous nations, and this dark ages 
which followed, gave him opportunities which he 
moft induftrioufly improved, of eredling a mighty 
fabrick not only of fpiritual but temporal dominati- 
on over almoft the whole of Chriftendom. Though 
the church of Ireland had conformed to that of 
Rome, in fome leffer matters, fuch as the tonftire and 
the time of celebrating Eafter, it did not acknowlege 
any fubjedtion to it's authority. Briefs and letters 
from Rome, had been direfted to the Iri(h bifliops, 
but they obeyed them at pleaftire. Some biftiops 
were married ; nor were there any of that order 
nominated by the Pope, or did they enjoy the ex- 
clufive privileges of the bi(hops, who, in other coun- 
tries, were taken under the proteftiori of the Romiih 
hierarchy. The clergy of this country were fubjeft 
to temporal authority. Contrary to the inftitution, 
which was eftabliftied here in their favour upon the 
introdudlion of Ghriftianity, they were taxed ; nor 
were they even exempted from military duties. In 
their councils and fynods, the archbi(hop of Ar- 
magh prefided, who took upon him to confecrate 
biftiops, not only for this kingdom but foreign mif- 
fions. Of this aflumed power, he had made a very 
improper ufe. Bifliops were multiplied in fuch 
numbers as to prejudice the ftate. With a view to 
reform and to encrcafe the power of the church, un- 
der the fandtion of Murtogh, who was very zealous 
in the caufe of religion, a national council was con- 
vened at the grove of Aongus in Meath. In thist 
nffembly which was very numerous, Gilbert bifliop 
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of Limerick, prefidcd, foe the firft time,^ as legate 
from the Pope. Of the regulations of the council, 
the principal were, that the clergy ihcMiId be exempted 
from the civil power ; that all their contributions to 
the ftate, fliould be confidered^ in future, as free 
gifts ', that the number of biffiops fhoufd not exceed 
twenty eight, with a faving in favour of the rights 
and privileges of the prefent bifliops •, that the fee 
of Leth Cuin fliould exercife fuperior jurifdiftion 
over the clergy of all Ireland. Befides, the limits were 
defined, beyond which, each bilbop was not to ex- 
lend his authority. The introduftion of the papal 
power into Ireland, of which, in this councif, wc di- 
fcern the beginning, was one caufe of new calami- 
ties, that embittered the happinefs of the nation and 
kfted for centuries. 

LETTER XXIX. 

THE reigns immediately fucceeding, thofe of 
Turlogh O^Connor and his brother, prefent 
nothing but a continued feries of turbulence and in- 
teftine faftion. In the reign of Mortogh O'Nialf, 
who fucceeded the latter,, was held, the remarkable 
council of Kells. 

We have feen that the legate of the Pope was 
permitted to prefide in the council of Aongus ; that 
upon: this occafion, the influence of the archbifhops 
and bifhops was circumfcribed and the clergy exerhpt- 
cd from the civil power. This was a favourable be- 
ginning of the authority which his hoHnefs wifhed 
to eftablifh in Ireland on an extenfive and perma- 
nent foundation. One obftacle more than any other 
oppofcd his pretcnfions. Certain great families in 

Ireland 
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Ireland hitherto prefented to bilhopricks, which had 
been confined to particular fepts after the manner 
of the antient druids. The Pope however, by his 
addrefs, gained partizans in this kingdom who ftre- 
nuoufly withftood this mode of prefentation, among 
whom Saint Bernard and Saint Malachy, were parti- 
cularly dillinguilhed. The time being thought fa- 
vourable to the pretenfions of the church of Rome, 
a council, as mentioned above, was affembled at 
Kells, in which her adherents, fupported by the au- 
thority of Cardinal Paparo, carried their point. 
Four archbifliops, one for each province, with their 
fufFragans, twelve to Ulfter and Munfter, nine to 
Connaught and five to Leinfter, were appointed. 
As a mark of the fubjedtion of this kingdom to his 
holinefs, the Cardinal prefented a pall to each of the 
archbifhops who were confidered as his reprefenta- 
tives in fpirituals. At the fame time, the archbi- 
ifhop of Armagh was invefted with the powers of the 
primacy. Thus was the church of Ireland deprived 
of the privileges flie had enjoyed for feven hundred 
years and fubjefted to the ufurped power of a fo- 
reign domination. It reflefts honor upon the me- 
mory of a number of the clergy who compofed the 
concil of Kells that they contended with fpirit in 
fupport of their antient conllitution, but flavilh prin- 
ciples had taken poffeflion of the minds of the majo- 
rity, and the friends of the Irifti church and of the 
privileges of the nation ftruggled in vain. 



LET- 
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LETTER XXX. 

THE period at which we are now arrived, and 
thofe which follow, call for a more particular 
inveftigation. Every Irilhman Ihould be clofety at- 
tentive to the events they contain^ as the know- 
ledge of them, and the impreffions which they na- 
tively produce, are of the utmoft confequepce to his 
rights, ^nd to the profperity of his country. 

In the year of Chrift eleven hundred and fixty 
fix, Roderic O'Connor, fon of X^^^^sK, ^he prece- 
ding monarch of that narrxe, was, on the death of 
his predeceffor,^ raifed by his adherents to the Irifti 
throne. It is of confequence to remember that he 
was of the houfe of Heremon, ^nd therefore, a juft 
claimant of the crown, upon the principles of the an- 
cient conftitution. The whole kingdoni fubmitted 
to his authority. His title to the throne was as 
good, if not better, than that of any monarch who 
reigned fmce the death of Brian Boromy. 

RoDERic's profpedl of a happy and a peaceful 
reign was foon interrupted, by a revolt of feveral pf 
the petty princes who had fo lately fworn alle-r 
giance to him. He had fcarcely reduced them ta 
obedience when he was called upon by Tighernan 
O'Rourk, king of Breffney, to aflift him in chaftifing 
Dermod, king of Leinfter, by whom he had been 
grofsly injured. The offence was this. Dermod 
had been engaged in an intrigue with the wife of 
O'Rourk, and taking advantage of his abfence on a 
pilgrimage, had carried her off. Tighernan, deter- 
mined to avenge himfelf on the invader of his do- 
meftic peace, applied for aid, as we have juft men- 
tioned 
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tioned to Roderic. The monarch immediately led 
to his afliliance a confiderable force. Dermod, in 
this emergence, had recourfe to his fubjefts for flip- 
port But in vain. He was a tyrant, and met with 
his jull: recompenfe. The chieftains of Leinfter hot 
only refufed to enlift under his banrier, in the profe- 
cution of his iniquitous caufe, but openly renounced, 
their allegiance- Enflamed with rage at the difap- 
pointment, he was refolved to facrifice to his refent- 
ment, all regard to charafter^ and all afFediion for 
the peace and welfare of his country. To leave no 
means untried of gratifying his infamous paffion, he 
paffed over to Britain, and from thence to France, 
in order to procure affiftance from the king of 
England;. 

Henry the Second, fon of the Emprefs Matilda,' 
fat at that time upon the Englilh throne. This 
prince had been engaged in a tedious and bloody 
coihpetition with Stephen, who^ on the death of his 
grandfather Henry the Firft, took poifeffion of the 
crown. After a variety of efforts, obliged to rielin* 
quifti his pretenfions for the prefent, he was not, 
until after the death of Stephen^ placed upon the 
throne. Philofophy would teach, that the previous 
difficulties which he experienced in the purfuit, and 
the many troubles in which he was involved after he 
was invefted with fovereign power, made the acqui- 
fition a very eicpenfive purchafe. From the time, 
in particular, that he was raifed to the throne, be- 
twixt the unnatural ambition of his fons, the dif- 
pute in which he was engaged with Thomtas a Beck- 
et, and the wars he was obliged to carry on, in de- 
fence of his pofTeflions on the continent, he fcarcely 
enjoyed an hour of undillurbed peace. Notwith- 

ftauding. 
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Handing, prompted by rcftlefs ambition^ he call hi$ 
eye upon Ireland, and only waited for a pretence to 
add it to his other dominions. The application of 
Dermod, above mentioned, correfponded with his 
wiflies, but he was fo embarraffed at the time, as 
not to have it in his power, either to engage per- 
fonaliy in the bufinefs, or affift him with forces. 
However, he refolved to condudl himfeif in fuch a 
manner as to profit by it whenever the opportunity 
was more favourable, or his fituation would admit of 
it. Dermod having engaged, by oath, that if he 
would reftore him to his dominions he would hold 
them of him as his liege lord, the king encouraging 
him to perfevere in his endeavours for the recovery 
of his province^ and promifing him aid as foon as 
poflible, gave him, in the mean time, credentials 
addrefled to his fubjefts, by which he informed them 
that he had received Dermod, Prince of Leinfter, 
to his favour, and that if any of them would a'flift 
him in regaining pofleflion of his territory, they had 
Ms licence and approbation. 

Furnished with this recommendation, the king 
of Leinfter repaired diredlly to Briftol, communicate 
ed the letter from Henry to the principal perfons of 
that city, and offered rewards to fuch as would enlift 
under his banner. Richard Earl of Pembroke, fur- 
named Strongbow, a man of an enterprrfing fpirit 
and diftinguiflied valour, liftened to his propofal, 
and engaged to carry over to his afliftance, in Spring, 
a band of chofen men, provided that Dermod would 
give him his daughter In marriage, and aflign to him 
the inheritance of his province, in cafe he Ihould be 
reftored to it. The king of Leinfter conferited to 
thefe terms and tlie treaty was ratified. Flattered 

with 
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with tills encouragement, he fet out for Ireland* On 
his jouraey through Wales, he alfo engaged in his 
fervice two needy adventurers, Robert Fitzftephen 
and Maurice Fitzgerald, promifing to reward them, 
for their affiftance, with the city of Waterford and 
two adjoining cantreds. Having thus fettled his af- 
fairs, he croffed the fea in difguife, and concealed 
himfelf in the monaftery of Ferns, of which he had 
be^i the founder, difcovering himfelf to none but 
the monks of that place, in whom he entirely con- 
fided, and by whofe intrigues the number of his 
friends was encreafed. He continued in this retreat 
through the Winter, during which time he was em- 
ployed in forming fchemes and taking proper mea- 
fures for the fuccefsful accompliftiment of his wiflicisL, 
In the mean time, Fitzflephen carried on his pre- 
parations with all poffible induftry- But the troops 
he was able to raife appeared very inadequate to the 
undertaking. In Spring, he landed upon the coaft 
of Wexford with only thirty knights, fifty gentle- 
men and three hundred foot. The following day, 
Maurice de Prendergaft, another Welih adventurer, 
landed from Milford Haven with ten men at arms 
and fixty archers- An exaggerated report imme- 
tliately flew of the fuccours arrived to aflift Dermod, 
which operated in his favour. Five hundred Irifli 
auxiliaries attached themfelves to his caufe. Thefe 
being joined to the forces of Fitzftephen the whole 
advanced to the attack of Wexford, at that time, 
with fevcral other of the maritime towns, poffeffed 
by the Danes. The inhabitants, after an obftinate 
refiftance, furrendered, upon condition of being 
preferved from plunder, for which they engaged to 
pay Dermod an annual tribute. For their fervice 

upon 
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tipon this occafion, the king of Leinfter g^ve to 
Fitzftephen the town of Wexford, to Maurice Fitz- 
gerald the adjoining diftrid, and a gratuity to each 
of the foldiers. By this fuccefs, the number of his 
forces being encreafed, Dermod led them into Of- 
fory, to punifti the king of that country who had 
incurred his difpleafure: 

The people of Oflbry, afraid to race the ertemy 
in the field, kept themfelves in their marfhes and 
faftneffies, to tempt them from which, Dermod and 
Ks auxiliaries pretended to retreat quickly* The 
Oflbrians wdre deceived ; colle<5ling from all quar- 
ters, they piirfued until they were drawn into a 
plain, where the Englifh turned, attacked and en-* 
tirely defeated them. Dermod^ in his cruelty to the 
vanquifli^d, and the depredations committed in Of- 
fory, *dIfcovered a revengeful difpofition, fhocking to 
evefy feeling of humanity. Viftorious in feveral en- 
^genients, he quite fubdued the country. This un- 
cxpedted fuccefs, arid particularly, the military rc-^ 
nown of the Englifli foldiets, alarmed the monarch. 
He convened the affembly of the ftates, in which it 
was determined that every province fhould furniili 
a certain number of men to be added to the royal 
army for the defence of the kingdom. The refolu* 
tion was e^recuted with difpatch and Roderic, at 
the head of a numerous army, marched to give 
battle to the king of Leinfter. Alarmed by this 
threatening danger, Dernjod and his allies chofe 
e fituatioii encompaffed by woods, where they 
entrenched themfelves to prevent an attack from 
fuch a fuperior force^ Roderic, by one vigorous 
exertion, fhould have blafted the hopes of the king^ 
of Leinfter and expelled the invaders of his country. 

But 
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But he prefenred negociation. Having endeavoured^ 
in vain, to detaqh the Englifli from Dermod he 
entered into a treaty with him by which it was 
agreed that he (hould be reftored to the government 
of his province ; that he (hould behave peaceably in 
future ; that he ihould break off all conne<5tion with 
the foreigners, and, in fecurity, give up as a hoftage 
to the monarch, his natural fon and fix others. 

Soon aft^r this tranfaftion, Maurice Fitzgerald, 
brother-in-l^w of FitzftefAen, arrived at Wexford, 
accompanieil by, ten knights, thirty gentlemen and 
a hund^^^d fpldiers. At a place about two miles from 
the tpwn, FitzftejAcn was. then employed in build- 
ing a fort. Determined to fecure, if poffible, an 
eftablilhment.ifl the kingdom, the two brothers im- 
mediately joined and folicited the king of Leinfter 
to break the treaty of peace into which he had en- 
tered with Roderic. He bafely complied. Their 
united forces, fpread themfelves over the territories 
of Fingal and wafted it by their depredations. Dub- 
lin .was aext attacked and ftiortly after fubmitted, 
to avoid the dreadful confequence of their rapacity* 

LETT E R XXXII. 

NEW prpfpcfts began to open to the ambitious 
Dermod. He npw flattered himfelf with the 
hopes of being able to open a way to the monarchy 
of Ireland. :But as for this purpofe additional fuc- 
cours were neceffary, he difpatched a meffenger to 
Strongbow requefting him to haften over with the 
ftipulated reinforcement. At the fame, time, he in- 
formed him of the flattering objeift prefented to his 
.view. On receiving this intelligence, Strongbow' 
Vol. I. I applied 
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applied to the king of England for permiflion to pafs 
over to Ireland with his followers. Such' an applica- 
tion was neceflary as the powers which Dermod had 
received from Henry related only to the recovery 
of Leinfter. That monarch had been offended at 
Pembroke ; he was alfo jealous of the defign in which 
he watited to engage, from an apprehenfion that it 
might interfere with the ambitious fcheme which he 
had himfelf formed in refpedl to this country ; but 
not thinking it expedient to irritate, by a flat deni- 
al, a nobleman of fuch courage and influence, he 
returned to his requeft an equivocal anfwer. Inter- 
preted by Strongbow in the manner moft agreeable 
to his wi(hes, he began to make the neceflary prepara- 
tions for his intended expedition. In the mean time, 
he difpatched to Ireland two of his principal ofiicers, 
Raymond and William the brother of Maurice Fitz- 
gerald, with about eighty well difciplined foldiers, 
who, in May eleven hundred and feventy one, land- 
ed fafdy .within five miles of Waterford. Whilft 
they were employed in building a fmall fort for their 
fecurity, they perceived a confiderable number of 
the inhabitants of Waterford and of the vicinity ad- 
vancing to attack them. As their appearance was 
unmilitary, Raymond placed himfelf at the head of 
• his fiiiall force and marched out to meet them, un- 
difmayed by the fuperiority of their numbers. Af- 
ter an obftinate conteft of two hours, the Irifli were 
repiilfed with confiderable flaughtcr and fled. To 
invade the rights of the innocent is an aft of flagrant 
itijuftice, and cruelty follows in it's train. Seventy 
prifoners taken upon this occafion by the Englifli 
: were put to death, whofe' only crime was their fight- 
ing with heroic courage in defence of their country. 

There 
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There is nothing furprifing in this viftory.' In war 
and efpecially in the field of battle, fuperior difci- 
pline is an equivalent to almoft every other advan- 
tage. 

Strongbow having compleated his preparations, 
fet off for Ireland, but, before he embarked, receiv- 
ed orders from Henry to defift from his undertaking. 
But he proceeded with his defign and landed on the 
coaft of Waterford, the twenty third of'Auguft with 
two hundred knights and a thoufand foldiers in his 
train. Being joined by the other Englifh adventu^ 
rers, it was agreed, in a council of war, to befiegc 
Waterford immediately. The very next day, the 
operations were begun. In two different attacks, 
the citizens repulfed the enemy ; but, unfortunately 
for them, there was a houfe near the wall, fupported 
by a wooden pillar. It was perceived and cut by 
the Englifh. The houfe tumbled to the ground, 
bringing along with it the part of the wall to which 
it was contiguous. The town was immediately en- 
tered by the enemy and carried by ftorm. All found 
in arms, except two, were inftantly put to death. 
Such pitilefs, fuch inhuman barbarity would ftain, 
with indelible difgrace, the laurels of viftory, obtain- 
ed, not like this over the rights of human nature, 
but in a good caufe. This military atchievment was 
performed by the Englifh without the affiftance of 
Dermod. Shortly after, that prince arrived at Wa- 
terford and fulfilled one of the articles of their a- 
greement by giving his daughter Eva in marriage to 
the Earl of Pembroke. The rejoicings on this occa- 
sion were interrupted by intelligence that Hafculf, 
governor of Dublin, had revolted and that an Irifh 
army commanded by the monarch in perfon, lay en- 

I z camped 
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camped before the walls, for the proteftion of the 
ctty. Dermod immediately fet off with his army to 
the capital. Upon his arrival, he fouiid that Rode- 
ric had broken up his camp and marched off, in (m>- 
der to chaftife Donald O'Brian who, taking advan- 
tage of his abfence, was wailing Connaught by his 
depredations. Without lofs of time, he inverted the 
city which had now no means of protection but it's 
own internal ftrcngth. The citizens were alarmed and 
fent Laurence their archbilhop, a man of an excellent 
charat"ter and greatly refpedted, to treat with Der*- 
mod about terms of capitulation. But, whilft they 
were deliberating about thi^ matter, Miles Cogan 
and Raymond !Fitzgerald, broke, through the walls, 
on the oppofite fide, and -took poffeffion of the town. 
We are informed by Stanihtirft that the father of 
Dermod like himfelf had trampled on the rights of 
his fubjedks ; that the people of Dublin provoked 
at his tyranny had invited him to sui entertainment, 
put him to death and buried him with difgrace. 
This had enraged Dermod. Refentment wrankled 
in his heart. He had fpared Dublin -before through 
the interpofition of Robert Fitzgerald ; but he re- 
folved now to gratify his revenge. A number of 
the inhabitants were put to death and the town plun- 
dered at difcretion. The government of jit was veil- 
ed in Miles Cogan. 

LETTER XXXIIL 

DERMOD next plundered the territories of 
O'RoUrke king of BrefFncy whom he had be^ 
fore fo dejcply injured. It was a difgrace to the 

^rincefe of Ireland that they were all this time buried 

• 
in 
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in a ftate of fupine indolence. A refolution.of doing 
fomething for the common fafety feem3 to have 
been entered into on the prefent occafion. But be- 
fore any meafure (hould be taken, it was thought 
expedient for the monarch to fend a meffenger to 
Dermod to complain of the bafenefs of his comdu<St, 
to exhort him to return to his duty, and to threaten 
that if he did not he would compel him to obedience, 
and, in the mean time, ftrike ofFthe head of his fon, 
whom he had retained as an hoftage fince the ratifi-p 
cation of the late treaty. To this meffage, Dermod 
paid no regard. Deaf to the voice of nature, the 
danger to which his fon was expofed was to him a 
matter of perfedt indifference. A regard to his faith, 
to his country and to motives of juftice had as little^ 
influence. On feveral occafions of late, his arms had 
triumphed. Succefs had drawn to his ftandard a 
confiderable body of Irifli. His auxiliaries from 
England were diftinguiflied by martial abilities, 
and firmly determined, to fupport the caufe in which 
he was engaged. Thefe confiderations determined 
him to perfevere. Whether Roderic executed his 
threat with refpedk to his fon is uncertain ; as to the 
defign of chaftifing his ambition with the fword, it 
proved ineffeftual. The fame of the Earl of Pem- 
broke, the fucceis of his arms, the dreadful execu- 
tion of the Engiilh crofs bows, before unknown in 
Ireland, fpread terror all around. The enemy to be 
oppofed was not like the Danes ftrangers to military 
difcipline and to the arts of war. Roderic was likely 
to lofe his authority and a regard to the prcfervation 
of their liberty was growing weaker in the breads of 
the natives. But the fond expe^tions of ambition 
depend on the ilendereft thread. When Dermod 

I g thought 
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thought that his hatred of his enemies and dcfire of 
power were about to be fully gratified, death blaft- 
cd his delufive hopes. His charadker may be de- 
fcribed in a few words. He was a bad hylband, an un- 
natural parent, implacable in his revenge, of bound- 
leCs ambition, a tyrant and the afiaflin of his country. 
Ik confequence of this event, Srongbow aflumed 
the government of the province of Leinfter, and 
took pofleflion of his perfonal eftates, in right of his 
wife. It was of importance to get the juflice of his 
claim to thefe new dignities recognized by the citi- 
. zens of Dublin, the capital not only of his province, 
.-'. :\ but of the whole kingdom. He went thither with- 
• • ' -" cut delay and received the allegiance of the citizens. 
/Their fidelity had been lately tried. It has been 
mentioned that Hafculf the governor of Dublin, fled 
from it, being a fecond time threatened with a fiege. 
Tjpon his arrival at Denmark, he colledbed a num- 
ber of fhips and foldfers, returned.and befieged Dub- 
lin. A fortunate fally relieved the * town. Haf- 
culph was taken prifoner. Having excited the re- 
fentment of the Englifli, he was put to death. But 
with refpedl to Strorigbow the death of Dermod 
made a very different impreffion on the tnihds of the 
chieftains who had fupported his caufe, they all, two 
or three excepted, defertcd him. Encouraged by this 
favourable circumftance, Roderic, who, you have 
feen, had aifted hitherto an ingloriows part, collefted 
a numerous army and laid fiege to Dublin. Strong- 
bow, apprehenfive of the danger, had provided him- 
felf, as well as pbffible, with the means of defence. 
Fitzflephenis, governor of Wexford, detached a 
body of men to his afliftancc. His. force was liket 
wife ftrengthned by draughts from the other garrir 

' '. foned 
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foncd towiis in.the province. Notwithftanding all 
thefe precautions, Pembroke foon found that, the 
garrifon gf Dubhn was infuffiqient tp protect it 
againft a fprce, which now furrounded it on all fides. 
At land it was attached by the Irifli army, and from 
the fea by a fleet brought againft it from Denmark. 
In this d-^ngerous fituation, Pembroke, by the ad- 
vice of hisofficersj propofed to Jloderic, upon con- 
dition of his raifing the fiege, that he would hold the 
province of Leinfter from him, as his liege lord. 
Thefe terms were proflfered to the monarch, by the 
archbiftiop of Dublin, who, prompted by love for 
his fellow citizens and the public caufe, had before,, 
though iiiefFeAually, interpofed his goocl offices in 
it's favour, The monarch: replied that he would 
ftorm the town unlefs Strongbow would confent to 
dehver up to him all the cities an4 forts in Leinfter, 
and, with all his followers, depart from the ifland. 
againft a qertain day. Pembroke and his officers 
were intimidated, but, encouraged by Cogan, fe- 
cretary to the general, they determined to f^lly 
forth upon the enemy. Their camp was attacked, 
with impetuofity, by fix hmidred men, cornmanded 
in front by Cogan, in the centre by Raymond Fitz- 
gerald and m the rear by Strongbow. The Irifh, 
confiding .in the fuperiority of their numbers, were 
quite unprepared' for fo unexpefted an affault. Ma- 
ny of them being cut to pieces and their baggage 
and proviiions feized, they were forged to raife the 
fiege and m^rch off with prepipitation. Strongbow 
having thus wonderfiiUy efcaped from the threatned 
danger and preferved Dublin of which, in reward of 
his magnMiimity, he made Coga^ governour, fet off 
to Wexford for the relief of Fitzftephen, who, he 

was 
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was informed, flood in fteed of his impiediate alfif- 
tance. 

The people in the vicinity of Werford having 
heard that Fitzftephen had fent the reinfoi^cenicnt to 
Strongbow, nientioned above, attacked Mm, niide 
themfelves matters of thie place arid f ook Fitzftephen 
prifoner with feveral of his officei^. Upon hearing 
of the approach of the Englifh general, the inhabi- 
tants fet fire to the town and returned to a neigh- 
bouring ifland. SlrorigboW advanced to attack the 
enemy ; but was obFigeid to defift, the Irilh having 
declared that if he did not, they would put to death 
all the prifoners. 

Aboijt this time, as it \^ould apjpiar, another in- 
furredtion of the natives happened, upon which an 
erigagemeftt/ollowed betwixt the conten<firig parties 
that gave rife to a memorable hicideht. As Pem- 
broke Was about to lead his forces to battle on this 
occafion, his fon, a youth, animated by the love of 
glory^ entreated him to place a troop of horfe under 
his coriimand and to permit him to have t fhare in 
the engagement. The father expoftulated ; repre- 
sented to him that his tender years rendered him un- 
fit for encountering the daiigefs of fucb a trying fi- 
tuation, befides, that the enemy, much fuperiour in 
number, would be emboldened if his troojp gave way^ 
and his own forces intimidated. At the fame time 
he told him that if he would not be diverted fi-om 

his purpofe he mull be aware of the coftfetiuence, for 
that if he fhrank frorii the battle his fifi would bfc 

the forfeit. The unfortunate youth perfevcred^ 

atted for fome time in the engagenieht with fpirit, 

but being overcome by the enemy^ 'fied in terror to 

his father for proteftton, \^ho imntediately, piit hirii 

to 
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t6 dtx^h. This very extracrt^inaiy fed, in which 
v^e difcoveir much of the fa^rage ferocity of a barbae 
roUB age, was repi^efented in marble, in a chwch in 
Dublin, ccMifecrated to the Trinity, which remained 
imtil the yea;r fifteen hundred and fiiif y eight, when 
thb church feH, aiid buried the monument m it^s 
rmfts* 

Adieu. 

LETTER XXXIV. 

STRONGBOW now procaeded to Wafftford- 
Here a meffenger arrived from 0*Brtan king of 
Limerick, to comphcin of certain injuries whicbhehad 
received from Donald king of Offory^ and to reqiieft 
his affiftance. Pembroke joined his forces to l^fe' 
(jf 0*Brian. Donald was intimidated. He requefted 
i fafe conduft, that he might come amd ptead Ms 
&dk before the EngKfli general. . It was grinted ; 
but bis reitfons for commencii^ boftiiities againft 
CyBrian were not admitted. Judgment was given, 
that he (hould be hanged and his country fpoiled. 
The idea of fuch treachery excited the indignation 
^ Prendergaft, one of the Englifh leaders. He 
niounted Itts borfe, commanfed his foltowers to do 
the fame, and fworc^ that the fentence of the coun- 
til Ihtjuld not be executed. Upon this, the king of 
Otifoty wai given vp to Prdndergxft, who gailadtiy, 
ifiMh the aififtahce of Ms men, conduded Inm to a 
plaiee of iafety. ^uch actions reflect hcmor and true 
^Ic^y up^i i ^sldiar. 

The jeateufy of Henry was roufcd when he heard 
©f the unekpcdcd fiiccefe of Ws fubjefts in this king- 
itom. They mi^t make an entire conqueft of if^ 

and 
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and hold it in their own right, which would blafi his 
ambitions views with refpedt to.it/ Many of the 
adventiurers were WeKh, whofe fuccefsi in Ireland 
would ftrengthcn the . power of their countrymen, . 
and render then> more turbulent. . They had before 
been fufficieqtly ii^clinedi to difturb his government. 
Befides, Pembroke had particularly incurred his re- 
fentment, by leading his followers to Ireland, in vio- 
lation of his exprefs command. For thefe reafons, 
Henry publiflieda procl^^tiou, in which. he forbad 
his fubje<5ts to hold any communication with Ire- 
land, and enjoined all of them, who were already- 
thcrcj to return inftantly ht)me. 
^ To .avert the King's difpleafurc, the adventurers, 
fent: Raymond Fitzgerald to make their fubmiffion 
to his Majcfty ; to aiTure.him of their dutiful alle^- 
aoce^ and that all their conquefts, in Ireland, were, 
made, not on their own, but on his apcount. , This, 
did not fatisfy him.. He commanded StrorigboF: to. 
repair to England, to Vindicate, perfonally, his con- 
duft. The Eari obeyed ; gave Hemy a full account 
of the affairs of this kingdom, offered to refign ta 
him all his pretenfions, and to hold of him, as his 
liige Lord, any part of his conquefts which- he 
unght permit either, himfelf or his; followers to pof- 
fefs in this country. By thefe conceffions the King 
was difarmed of his refentment, ^approved of the 
conditions and difmifled Pembroke to Ireland, with 
an aflurance, that he would Toon- follow, attended 
by a force, fufficient to reduce the whole kingdona, . 
So early, at leaft, as the year, eleven hundred and 
fifty fix, Ireland had attracted the ambition, of 
Henity . That he was then determined to embrace 

the firft opportunity of reducing it to his obedience 

• 

IS 
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is evident, for at that period, he applied to Pope 
Adrian and obtiiincd a bull, by which he pretended 
to give him an unlimited power to fubdue this king- 
dom, in order to root out of it the feeds of vice, 
idolatry and fuperftition, and to teach it's inhabi- 
tants the true religion of Chrift. From the condir 
tions of this celebrated bull, it appears that Adrian 
was not inattentive to his own intereft. In it a 
yearly penfion was fecured to the Pope of one penny 
from every houfe, called Peter's Pence, and the 
rights of the church of Rome, through the kingdom 
of Ireland, were to be held facred and inviolable. 
We would as little have expedked fo extraordinary, 
an application from this prince as any other who- 
ever fat upon the Englilh throne, . The claims of 
the clergy of England to exemption from the jurif- 
diftion of the civil courts. he qppofed with unfliaken, 
firmnefs, until he overthrew their pret^nfions by the 
famous conftitutions of Clarendon, Nor did the. 
virulent. oppofition of Thomas a Bepket, fupported 
by all the influence of Rome, intimidate him from 
perfifting in a caufe, of fo much confequence to the 
peace of the realm and the intereft of his fubje<fts.. 
How different the principle frorn whiQh he now aits.: 
A pretence is wanting to fandtify an iniquitous de- 
fign and to gratify his thirft for domination; the 
Pope is acknowledged to be poffefled of a plenitude 
of power, by which he may transfer the rights and 
privileges of a kingdom. This grant of Irelan4 
from his Holinefs, the king of England could make 
no ufe of, from the fituation of his aflfairs, until the 
tranfaftions happened in this country which have 
been now related. 

Having 
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Having made the ncceflary preparations, Hen- 
ry fet out for Ireland accompanied by a number of 
his nobility, four hundred knights and four thoufand 
foldiers and landed at Waterford the eighteenth of 
Odtober in the year eleven hundred and feventy 
two. Pembroke furrenderd Waterford to the king 
as his liege lord ; he likewife did homage to him for 
the province of Leinfter with which he was inverted 
by the king as the fucceflbr of Dermod. Henry 
next received the homage of McCarthy Prince of 
Defmond, whom, on paying a certain tribute as a 
mark of fubjeftion, he permitted to enjoy all his 
territories except the city of Cork. The like terms 
were impofed upon O'Brian of Thomond who mfade 
a furrender of Limerick, 0*Faolan of the Decies, the 
chieftain of Offory and all the petty princes of Mun- 
fter imitated their example. You have feen that the 
men of Wexford had made a prifoner of Fitz- 
ftcphen ; they had brought him before the king and 
made grievous comp)iaints of his mifconduit. Hen- 
ry aflfumed the appearance of difpleafure and re- 
manded Fitzftephen to prifon. • Some time after, he 
fet him at liberty, having previoufly obliged him to 
refign to him all his poffeffions as the beft fecurity 
pf his allegiancei* 

Hekry proceeded forwards to Dublin with all 
the pomp and parade of war. The princes, through 
whofe territories he pafled, prcfented themfclves be- 
lore him and fubmitted to a power which they had 
#iot fpirit to refift. 



LETS 
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LETTER XXXV. 

UP ON the arrival of Henry in Dublin, the chief- 
tains came to hini in numbers and fubmitted. 
He received them courteoufly and treated them with 
polite attention to conciliate their favourable opinion 
and fecure their attachment. The feftival of Chrift- 
mas approached which he refolved to celebrate with 
all pofiible grandeur and magnificence. Dublin did 
not Afford a building large enough to accommodate 
the king's train and the multitude of Grangers who 
. flocked to the capital on the prefcnt occafion. To 
fupply this want, a laKge pavilion of hurdles, in the 
Irifli fafliion, was erefted in the fuburbs and richly 
decorated with ornaments. Here the king, in the 
moil obliging manner, fumptuoufly entertained his 
vaflals. Delighted with this vain parade, they (hame- 
fiilly forgot that * they were facrificing to unmanly ' 
fear and to an inglorious gratification all regard to 
the liberty tmd the independence of their country. 

An attachment to the intereft of religion was the 
pretended original motive which induced Henry to 
invade Ireland. To this he now thought it expedient 
to pay fome attention. He convened a meeting of 
the clergy at Cafhel where Chriftian, archbilhop of 
Lifmore prefided, as legate from the Pope. There 
the bull of Pope Adrian wes read, and as the ob- 
ject of it was to aggrandize the power of the clergy, 
approved. A variety of ordinances were framed, 
with a view to the reformation of manners and to 
extend the influence and give force to the ecclefiaf- 
tica\ conllitutions. It was enadted by this aflembly, 
befides other particulars, that the modes of public 

worfhip 
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worfhip (hould be ftriftly conformable to thofe of 
the Church of England ; and that the clergy fhould 
be exempted from coyne, cofliering and other fecu- 
lar exadlions. 

The ftrain of fervile flattery and fubmiffion to 
the king by which this fynod was concluded, repre- 
sents them in a light very little to their honor. The 
bards of former days did not a6t this interefted un- 
manly part ; nor did the clergy of Ireland, at an af- 
ter period, withpld their ftrenuous exertions in fup- 
port of the privileges of their country. 

Th e Pope being informed of the proceedings of 
tlie Irifh clergy at Caftiel, was fo highly pleafed with 
the condud of Henry, that he afligned the kingdom 
of Ireland to him and to his heirs, and by authority 
apoftolic conftituted them kings thereof for ever. 
Matters of civil polity next engaged the attention of 
Henry. 

By the exprefs authority of Matthew Paris, hif- 
toriographer to Henry the Third, it appears, that he 
aflembled a council, or parliament at Lifmore where 
the law^of England were, by all, gratefully accept- 
ed and eftabliftied by the fandlion of an oath. A 
ftatute of this parliament, is mentioned and the pur- 
port of it quoted in an a<5t of the fecond year of the 
reign of Richard the Third. tBy it, it was provided 
that in cafe of the death or renroval of any chief 
governor, the chancellor, treafurer, chief juftces and 
chief baron, keeper of the rolls and king's ferjeant 
at law fhould be empowered, with the confent of the 
nobles of the land, to eleft a fucceflbr who was to 
exercife the full power and authority of their office, 
until the royal/pleafure fliould be farther known. 

This 
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This affords inconteftible evidence that Henry 
* not dnly did appoint the officers mentioned in this 
ftatute, but that a parliament was actually eftabliflied 
in Ireland during his reign. To regulate the pro- 
ceedings of this affembly, this king did afterwards 
tranfmit to this kingdom a parchment roll containing 
an ancient form or a modus for the holding of parlia- 
ments. The king's order, refpedting it, accompa- 
nied it in thefe words, " Henry, King of England, 
Conqueror and Lord of Ireland, fends this form* of 
holding parliaments to the archbiftiops, bifbops, ab- 
bots, priors, earls, barons, juftices vifcounts, may- 
'ors, fenefchals, magiftrates, and all his loyal fub- 
jedts of Ireland." Some have called in queftion the 
reality of this modus. But the learned Sif Edward 
Coke, than whom, in fuch a matter, we cannot 
have a more competent evidence, has not the leaft 
doubt of it*s authenticity. It was exemplified in 
the reign of Henry the Fourth, being found in the 
cuftody of Chriftopher Prefton, the form of which 
exemplification was publilhed by the exprefs autho- 
rity of the faid king. Now, as Mr. Molyneaux 
•juftly reafons, is it credible that all this could be 
' done, that by a folemn declaration of his Majefty, 
it ftiould be fet forth that the modus was produced 
before the Lord Lieutenant and Council at Trim, if 
the whole affair had been an impofition. 

The inflitution of the Iri(h parliament, the laws 
cnadked in it, the appointment whith Was made of 
-a chief governor, (heriffs, minifters of juftice, and • 
all the other officers of flate, were folely confined 
to that part of the ifland ceded to Henry by the ad- 
venturers, and which was now to be governcid by 
Englifli law. The eflablifhment of officers for this 

purpofe. 
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purpofe, the divifion of thofe diftrifts into, counties, 
the grants made to them, by this prince, qf the 
laws and conftitution of England, are farther cqn- 
firmed by the authority of particular records. 

During the continuance of Henry in Ireland, be 
made feveral grants. To Fitzftephen he gave x 
portion of land in the vicinity of Dublin. To Hum- 
pJirey de Bohun, Robert Fitzbernard, and Hugh de 
Goodville he committed the City of Waterford. 
Wexford was placed under the proteAion of Willi- 
am Fitzandelm, iPhilip of Haftings, and Philip de 
JBraofo. He invefted Hugh de Lacy with the terri- 
tory of Meath, giving with it, to him, as he had to 
others, all the liberties and free cultc>ms of thcjEng- 
lifti conftitution. He alfo made him governor of 
iDublin, as likewife jufticjary, an office pretty much 
of the fame kind as that of Deputy Lieutenant. In 
rthis manner, he endeavoured to attach to himfelf 
the affections of thefe leaders, and to render them 
independent of Pembroke, of whofe power be 
feems to have been jealous. 

There was no intercourfe betwixt this country^ 
and England during the winter, on account of the 
inclemency of the weather. In fpring, intelligence 
arrived to the king that his fons, the elddl in par- 
ticular, were forming a confpiracy againft him, and 
that two cardinals, fent from Rome- to enquire into 
the caufe of the death of Becket, having waited for 
Urn a confiderable time, threatened, that if he did not 
, immediately return to England, they would excom- 
muniqate him and lay his dominions under an inter- 
dift. ^ Alarmed by thefe . difagrecaWe apcounts, he 
left Ireland With nil poffible expedition. 

LET- 
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LETTER XXXVI. 

IN confequencts of the grant made by Henry to 
De Lacey of Meath, he proceeded to plant there 
an Englifli colony. This provoked the refentment 
of O'Rourk who poffefled the eaftern part of Meath. 
A quarrel very foon arofe betwixt him and the new 
fettlers. O'Rourk complained to De Lacey that they 
had injured him. A day was appointed to fettle the 
difpute. De Lacey and Maurice Fitzgerald on the 

one fide, and O'Rourk on the other, accompanied by 
a few attendants, met to compofe the difference. 

In courfe of the debate, a fcuflle arofe, in which, af- 
ter defending himfelf with obftinate valour, O'Rourk 
was flain by the nephew of Maurice Fitzgerald. The 
death of this prince raifcd the indignation of his 
fubjedts and difpofed them, when an opportunity 
offered, to chaftife the Englifli whofe invafion of 
their rights had been the caufe of the injury. 

Shortly after this, O'Dempfey of Offaly incur- 
red the refentment of Pembroke. The Earl, to fup- 
port his affumed power, led forth his troops and waft- 
ed his lands. He fmarted for this aft of injuftice. As 
his army were on their return laden with booty, they 
were attacked by the Irifh, beaten and deprived of 
the fpoils they had taken. To thefe matters, the 
particular fituation of Henry did not permit him to 
pay any attention. Inftead of being able to affift 
others, he required aid himfelf from every quarter. 
Henry his eldeft fon as likewife his fons Richard and 
Geoffrey dbetted by Lewis king of France and fome 
of his principal fubjedts in that country and in Eng- 
land, had taken up arms againft him and were in a 

Vol. L K ftat© 
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flate of open rebellion. Threatened by this unna- 
tural combination with alarming confequences, he 
called over to his afliftance Earl Strongbow and a 
number of his Irifti barons with their followers. Their 
abfence from the kingdom prefented the Irilh chief- 
tains with an opportunity of taking up arms. Difpof- 
ed to embrace it with alacrity, they exerted themfelves 
to expel thofe rapacious adventurers who had invaded 
their country, endeavoured to overturn their confti- 
tution, and had adtually feized a confiderable part of 
their poffeffions. A difpute betwixt two of the Eng- 
lifli leaders w>as alfo favourable to their wifhes. 
• Harvey of Mountmorris had been placed at the head 
of the Englifli foldiers. Raymond Fitzgerald fe- 
cond in command, of a temper more gentle and 
condefcending, was a favourite with the men. This 
gave rife to a jealoufy in the breaft of Mountmorris 
which prevented that good underftanding betwixt 
him and Raymond fo neceffary in their prefent fitu- 
ation. Henry being informed of the critical ftate 
of his affairs in this kingdom, was obliged to fend 
back to their afliftance Strongbow and the other for- 
ces which he had fo lately called over into England. 
The Earl, by attending th§ ftandard of the king, 
had not only removed the prejudices which he had 
formerly entertained againft him, but highly recom- 
inended himfelf to his favour ; for we now find him 
invefted with the office of Lieutenant and put in 
pofleflion of Dublin, Waterford and Wexford. 

Pembroke, on entering upon his office, found it 
attended with confiderable difficulties. The army, 
difcontented with Mountmorris, infifted that ' he 
fhould be difmifled from his command and that Ray- 
mond Fitzgerald fhould be fubftitutcd in his place. 

Pembroke 
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Pembroke was obliged to grdtify their defirc. Ray- 
mond invefted with the command of the foldiers, to 
ftrengthen their good opinion of hhn by gratifying 
iheir defire of plunder, led them into QfFaly and Lif- 
more where they got confiderable booty and 
in a Ikirmilh with the prince of Defmond, ^^'^^' 
came off viftorious. This fuccefs enflamed the ambi- 
tion of Fitzgerald. He applied to Pembroke to in- 
veft him with the office of ccmftabie and flandard bear- 
er and to give him his fifter Bafilea in marriage . The 
Earl Jealous of his encreafing confequence, denied the 
requcft. Raymond, in difguft, threw up his com- 
miffion and retired to Wales. Mountmorris, being 
placed once more at the head of the army, advifed 
Strongbow to permit him to attack the Irifli of Mun- 
fter, that he might have an opportunity oF gaining 
the favourable opinion of the foldiers and of recover- 
ing his loft reputation. The Earl not only complied 
with this defire but promifed him a reinforcement- 

As this detachment was proceeding from the 
capital to join him, it was attacked and entirely 
routed at Thurles by O'Brian of Thomond, a man 
warmly attached to the intereft of his aflifted coun- 
try and diftinguilhed for valour. Strongbow who 
led the detachment, deeply afFe^ed by this unexpec- 
ted misfortune, retreated with precipitation to Wa- 
terford. Encouraged by this fuccefs, a number of 
the Iri(h chieftains of Leinfter, aflifted bv Roderic 
and other auxiliaries, rofe up in arms, renounced 
allegiance to Henry and laid fiege to that town. In 
this extremity, Pembroke was reduced to the morti- 
fying ncceffity of entreating Raymond to return 
from Wales, and refume the command of the army, 
promifmg to grant the requeft, his refufal of which 

K z had 
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had occafioned his difpleafure. He coraplicd ; land- 
ed with expedition at Waterford with thirty knights 
and four hundred Welflimcn compleatly armed. 
This <*liged the Irifti to raifc the fiege. From the 
account of Cambrenfis, the relief was critical. He 
fays that the people of Waterford driven to difpair 
by the tyrannical behaviour of the Englifti within 
the town, were, when Raymond arrived, juft upon 
the point of putting them to the fword. From what 
followed^ this appears to have been very probable ; 
Fof Pembroke and Fitzgerald had fcarcely departed 
when the citizens of Waterford rofe upon the En- 
gli(h garrifon and recovered pofleffion of the town. 

LETTER XXXVIL 

FROM Waterford, Strongbow had proceeded to 
Wexford^ where, in reward of his fervices, he 
gave his fifter in marriage to Raymond, and made 
him conftaWe and ftandard bearer of Leinften But 
the marriage rites were fcarcely celebrated, when 
their happinefs was interrupted Roderic, with a 
numerous army, had paffed the Shannon, entered 
the territory of Meath,^ compelled the Englifh fet- 
tlers to abandon their habitations, and was advancing 
to Dublin, which, at prefent, was in a defencelefs 
ftate. Upon intelligence of this, Raymond put his 

troops in motion, and marched off to oppofe the in- 
curfions of the monarch. The bufmefs was already 

done. The forces which Roderic had led into the 

field were ftrangers to difcipline, fit only for making 

a fudden and violent effort. When gratified by 

plunder, they refufed to continue longer in the field, 

retreated 
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retreated with precipitation, and left the enemy to 
repair the deftruAion they had committed. 

You have feen that the incurfion of Roderic into 
Meath, like all his other attempts againft the Eng- 
lifli, was unfuccefsfol. This prince, naturally of a 
pacific difpofition, perceiving that he could place no 
confidence in followers, undifciplined, impatient of 
control, and difunited, refolved to make the beft 
terms he could with the enemy, to pfeferve his pro- 
vince from the devaftations of war. But, fcorning 
to treat with Pembroke, he fent, for that purpofe, 
three ambafladors to Henry, who, having reftored 
his kingdom to tranquility, was then at Windfor. 
Terms of accomodation, ftill extant, were con- 
cluded. By them, Roderic was to enjoy ail his 

rights of fbvereignty, and all his privileges, in the 
moll ample manner, as the vaffal of Henry, to 
whom he was to do homage, and to pay a tribute of 
every tenth hide. But, Meath with it*s appurte- 
nances, Lelnfter, Waterford, with the country be- 
tween that city and Dungarvan, Dungarvan with 
it's appurtenances, were to be fubjeft entirely to the 
authority of the king of England. Here Roderic 
was to have no power and the vaffals immediately 
belonging to thefe territories who had fled firom them, 
were to be compelled to return. Roderic was to 
take hoftages from his inferior chieftains, and Hen- 
ry, at option, to take hoftages from him for the 
faithful performance of their duty. It merits par- 
ticular notice, that thefe articles were agreed upon» 
and ratified with Roderic, in a grand council of pre- 
lates and temporal barons, not as a provincial king, 
but the monarch of Ireland and as poffefled of all the 
rights which any of his predeccflbrs had enjoyed 

K 3 who 
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who were inveiled with the fovereign crown of this 
realm. In this agreement the inferior chieftains ap- 
pear to have acquiefced. The view which Dodlor 
Leland has given of this tranfaftion h very fatisfac- 
tory. No other of our hiftorians has done equal juf- 
tice to the rights of Ireland* 

Had the Englifh chiefs in this kingdom been 
united, greater advantages would have refulted from 
this treaty. But they were difunited. Harvey of 
Mountmorris ftill confidered Raymond as his rival. 
Reflecting with envy on the preference given to him 
by which, on more occafions than one, he had beea 
honourably diftinguiflied, he refolved to injure him, 
if poflible, in the good opinion of Henry. With this 
view, he difpatched emiflaries to England who 
charged him^ith treafonable defigns. Inclined to 
be jealous of the power of his Irifli barons, the king 
liftened to the accufation and difpatched four com- 
miflioners to Ireland, two of whom were to conduit 
Raymond to the king, and two to remain here, to 
fuperintend the affairs of the kingdom, ' 

^ Raymond was preparing to obey when 

accounts arrived that O'Brian had once 
more laid fiege to Limerick and that the garrifon was 
reduced to the laft extremity, Pembroke, though, 
opprefled by infirmity, coUefted his forces, for the 
relief of the town and ordered them . to march^ 
They difobeycd, determined not to engage in the 
fervice under the command of any other leader ex* 
cept Raymond their favourite general, Strongbow 
kid the afeir before the commiflbners, by whofe ad- 
vice Fitzgerald was placed at the head of the troops. 
He led them immediately to the relief of Limerick. 
But, on his march, he was informed, that the Irifh 

. had 
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had raifed the fiege and ftrongly fortified themfelves 
m a defile near Gifliel through which he was obliged 
to pafs. Raymond not intimidated by this circum- 
ftance, advanced, drove the enemy from their en- 
trenchments, and compelled O'Brian to fubmit to 
the Englifti power. The general continued his pro- 
grefs through Munfter being called upon by M'Ar- 
thy. Prince of Defmond, to affift him againft his fon 
Cormac, who, in violation of the duties of a child and 
a fubjedt, had caft him into prifon and robbed him 
of his pofleffions. Raymond chaftifed the traitor, 
relieved M' Arthy from captivity and reinftated him 
in his territories, In return for this important fer- 
vice, M'Arthy fiirniflied his deliverer with provifions 
for his army and for the grrifon of Limerick, and 
gave him befides a valuable grant of lands in the 
county of Kerry, 

At this juiifture, a letter from his wife informed 
Raymond of the death of Earl Pembroke. This 
event obliged him to ftrengthen his army as much 
as poffible that he might be enabled to take care of 
the affairs of Leinfter, which, upon fo critical an oc- 
cafion, required his particular attention. He with- 
drew the garrifon from Limerick which he commit- 
ted to the care of Donald O'Brian who had lately de- 
fifted from his pppofition to the power of Henry 
and promifed him allegiance. Force only had pro- 
cured the fubmiffion of O^riaii ; the moment he had 
a profpedl of relief from 6ppreflk)n, he confidered 
Wmfelf abfolved from the obligation. Raymond had 
* fcarcely departed from the town, when, by his order, 
it was confumed to aflies, to deprive the Englifh, in 
future, of a place of fo much confequence to their 

interefli. 

With 
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With rcfpeft to Pembroke, if we believe the 

Englifh hiflorian, he was generous, affable and of an 

infinuating addrefs, neither dejeded by misfortune 

nor elated by fuccefs. He was diifident, readily ad- 

vifed, but prompt and vigorous in execution. His 

military abiUties were diftinguiflied. Though of a 

peaceable difpofition, when in the field, he kept up 

all the pompous ftate and magnificence of war. The 

courage with which he oppofed the enemy in arms, 

gave place to the feelings of mercy towards him 

when conquered. His uncommon bodily ftrength 

gave occafion to the appellation of Strongbow, by 

which he was commonly diftinguilhed. Whatever 

may have been his good qualities in private life and 

as a (bldier, previous to his arrival in this kingdom, 

the Irifli, with refpe^t to his j:elfttion to them, can 

give him no other character, but that he was a rapa- 

tious invader who exerted all his might to gratify his 

ambition and to eftablifti a foreign power upon the 

ruins of the liberty of their com^try. 

Farewell, 

LETTER XXXVIII. 

A Government, even pcrfedtly free, (hould not 
be impofed on any nation, whatever may be 
it*s civil polity. The adt of impofition is defpotilhi. 
Whether the Englifti government, in the time of 
Henry the Second, comppfed chiefly of the arifto* 
cratical principles of the feudal conffitution, was 
much fuperior to that of Ireland, is perhap9 a very* 
doubtful queftion. The condition of the people of 
this country, as fubjed^ of the King of England, and 
partaking as an independent ni^tion of the iipprpv^ 

laws 
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kws and privileges of the Britifh conftitution, would 
be greatly to their advantage ; ^hey muft have caufe 
to rejoice in it. But the fteps by which'^ the Englifli 
power was at firft introduced into Ireland yrere a 
flagrant violation of the rights of nations and of the 
Irifli conftitution. Having related the tranfadlions 
contained in the preceding letters we are prepared 
to examine this matter. On what ground will the 
advocate for England, refpefting this point, found his 
argument? He will fay that Dermod an Irifti 
pripce, by the permiflion of Henry, applied to Earl 
Pembroke and others to aid him in recovering his 
dominions, that he actually received this afliftance, 
by which he was reinftated in them ; that he marri- 
ed his daughter to Pembroke, and, upon his death, 
tranfmitted to him his territories as an inheritance ; 
that thefe poffeffions together with his allegiance and 
that of the other adventurers were transferred to 
Henry. But did not the fame power, the choice of 
the people, which gave Dermod the crown deprive 
him of it, and that for the beft reafon, becaufe he 
was a tyrant. As he was juftly dethroned, he could 
have no right to apply for fuch afliftance, and the 
granting of it was iniquitous. How could the king 
of Leinfter, had he even lawfully enjoyed the rights 
of fovereignty to his death, transfer the crown as an 
inheritance, which, by the conftitution of his coun-r 
try, reverted to his fubjeAs to be difpofed of by 
them at pleafure : Or, fuppofe he had power to 
transfer the province of Leinfter, could a title be 
derived from hence to the other parts of the king-r 
dom over which he had no dominion ? Grant for a 
moment that the Engliftx king did conquer Ireland, 
A juft conqueft vefts the conqueror with certain 

powers 
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powers over the conquered, but the conqueft of this 
kingdom by Henry muft have been unjuft for he had 
received no injury. If he had, he would have pro- 
claimed it and feized fuch an opportunity for the 
purpofe of gratifying his ambition. In that cafe, it 
would have been unneceffary for him to have made 
the abfurd application to the Pope for a bull to fanc- 
tify his defign. But if an equitable claim to obedi- 
ence is derived from unjuft conqueft ; then power 
and right are the fame idea. Then the law of force^ 
is the law of God, the law of reafon, the law of juf- 
tice. Then the highwayman who deprives me of 
my property or the aflaffin who robs me of my Kfe 
does no wrong, Then Camillus who faved his coun- 
try and Cataline who would have buried it in ruins, 
are to be confidered in the fame point of view. Up- 
on this principle the (hocking barbarities of Nero, of 
Caligula and of Caefar Borgia fliould not excite our 
deteftation. 

Strange is the argument that power is derived 
from conqueft if thofe from Britain, who, it is faid, 
fubdued Ireland and whofe defcendants at this day 
compofe the chief part of it^5 inhabitants, fliould lofc 
their privileges and fink dpwn into the abjeft condi- 
tion of flaves. 

But Henry, never did conquer this country. 
He, or rather the adventurers who engaged in the 
caufe of Dermod, only conquered Lcinfter, Water- 
ford, Dungarvan and the diftrifts by which they were 
united. The reft, by far the moft confiderable part 
of the kingdom, was altogether unfubdued by their 
arms. The appointment of a viceroy and other of- 
ficers of ftate, the laws and coftitution of England 
by which the former, as a diftin<Sl principality, was 

to 
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to be governed, and the treaty entered into with 
Roderic, as the reprefentative of the latter, mod 
evidently point out this diftinftion. The terms of 
this treaty conftituted a meerly nominal fubordina- 
tion. Homage was a form which, fcarcely in any 
degree, leffened the independence of thofe by whom 
it was performed. The feudal barons did homage to 
their fuperior, and, at the fame time, confidered it as 
their right to make war upon him at pleafure. Phi- 
lip the Firft of France did homage to the count of 
Sancerre for certain lands which he held of that no- 
bleman who was one of his own fubjc<fts. With re- 
fped to tribute, it is exadly to be confidered in the 
fame light. Roderic was to do homage and his 
chieftains, through him, to pay tribute to Henry, 
and yet, as Hoveden obferves, this treaty took away 
fcarcely a privilege from the Irifh ; they governed 
their people by the brehon law ; they elected their 
magiftrates, their officers-, they pardoned and pu- 
nifhed malefaftors, they made peace and war in re- 
fpedt to one another, without control, and that even 
to the time of Queen Elizabeth. 

To fay any thing of the claim derived from the 
grant made to Henry of Ireland, by the Pope, would 
be rediculous. In my next letter I will proceed with 
the tranfadions. which fucceeded the death of Earl 
Strongbow. 

FarewelL 



LET- 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

UPON the dcccafc of Pembroke, the council 
ccMTTmitted the government to Raymond, 
with the approbation of the commiffioners, until the 
King's picafure fhould be known. But Henry did 
iK)t approve of the appointment. He made Fitzand- 
ehn deputy, in whofe loyalty he phced greater con- 
fidence. The unexpefted events which happened 
immediately at the time when Raymond was fum- 
moned to England to exculpate himfelf from the 
finifter defigns with which he had been charged by 
Mountmorris, had, as you have feen, prevented him 
from repairing thither for that purpofe. 

Frrz ANDELM came over to take pofleflion of his 
new dignity. He had in his train John de Courcey, 
Robert Fitzftephen, Milo de Cogan and forty knights. 
Vivian, the Pope's legate, and Wallingford, an Eng- 
fifh ecclefiaftic, fent over by Alexander, with a brief 
which he had granted to Henry as a farther confir- 
mation of his title to Ireland, Rkewife accompanied 
him- The authority of this brief and of Pope Adri- 
an's bull was moft dutifully admitted by an 
aflembly of the clergy about this time con-- 
xentd at Waterford. With the fpirit which had cha- 
radlerifed the council of Cafhel, they recognized the 
title of his Majcfty to Ireland in the moft ample 
terms. All who (hould dare to refift his power were 
threatened with the fevere difplcafure of thefe loyal 
ccclefiaftics- 

FiTZANDELM was but ill quaFified for the high of- 
fice to which he had been raifed. Deftitute of fpirit 
and abforbcd by avarice, he treated the adventurers 

from 
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from England, not as friends joined with him in fup- 
port of the fame caufe, but as obftacles to the gra- 
tification of his felfilh paflions. The Irilh he courted 
by flattery, whilft, at the fame time, he took every 
opportunity of cfcceiving them- All parties were 
highly difpleafed with his bondu^. In particular, 
John de Courcey, a baron equally dillinguifhed for 
bodily ftrength and intrepid courage, was provoked 
by the behaviour of the deputy. Determined to be 
free from his prefent difagreeable fituation and to 
enlarge his profpefts, he prevailed with Armoric of 
Saint Laurence, with Robert de la Poer and a num- 
ber of foldiers to enlift under his banner, to procure, 
for himfelf and for them, a fettlement in the province 
of Ulften 

Thus encouraged, De Courcey fet out upon his 
cnterprife. In a few days he arrived at Downe, from 
whence he expelled Dunleve the chieftain, and fpread 
around havoc and dcfolation. Unprepared to op- 
pofe this iniquitous invafion, the affrighted natives 
fled from their habitations, which, with all their pof- 
feffions, they left expofed to the violence of this au- 
dacious robber. Vivian, the Pope's legate, was then 
accidentally at Downe. Filled with abhorrence of 
the conduft of De Courcey, he endeavoured to re- 
ftrain his depredations, by reprefenting to him the 
infamy and injuftice of thus attacking the property 
of the innocent, in violation of the faith of treaties. 
The pailiofiate and rap)acious leader, deaf to his hu- 
mane reprefentation, refolved to perfift m his defign, 
and, for the fecurity of his men, fortified Downe. 
Vivian, provoked at his bafenefs and cruelty ant- 
mated Dunleve to eicert himfelf in defence of his 
country* The panic by which this chieftain and his 

followers 
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followers had been ftruck, having by this time fub* 
fided, he coUedtcd ten thoufand men, placed himfelf 
'at their head and marched to difpoffefs the enemy 
of Downe. De Courcey advanced to meet him. A 
battle enfued. The Irifh fought with bravery, but 
were defeated. In a fecond engagement they were 
equally unfortunate. De Courcey continued to ex- 
tend and fecure his fettlement. But he narrowly 
efcaped the merited puniflimcnt of his rapacity* 
Having led forth his men, in queft of provifions, 
they feized from the inhabitants a number of cattle. 
Upon their return, in the midft xyi a narrow road 
deeply encompaifed by woods, they were fuddenly 
attacked by a body of Irifti, who had lain concealed 
in ambufcade. The Englifli, after having fuftaincd 
a confiderabie lofs, forced their way through the af- 
failants and reached one of their forts. The Irifti 
purfued and encamped at the diftance of half a mile 
from De Courcey. Unfortunately, flulhed with 
vidory and unapprehcnfive of danger, they were not 
upon their guard. The enemy being informed of 
their infecurity by Armoric of Saint Laurence, who 
at midnight had reconnoitred their fituation, at- 
tacked and cut them almoft entirely to pieces. 

During thefe tranfadions in the North, Milo de 
Cogan, invited by a fon of Roderic who had rifen 
in rebellion againft his father, made an incurfion into 
Connaught. The people of that province unprovi- 
ded in any other means of protedion from the ene- 
my, laid wafte the country. Milo, frcMn the want 
of provifions, was obliged quickly to retreat to Dub- 
lin, where, inccflantiy attacked in his rear by the 
people whom he had fo cruelly injured^ and covered 

with 
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with fliamc and difgrace he arrived, at length, with 
difficulty. 

The reprefentation given of the diftraifted ftatc 
of Ireland at this period, is painful to the feelings of 
humanity. There is no doubt but to this the felfilh 
and corrupt adminiftration of Fitzandelm greatly 
conduced. His unjuil and impolitic condudt could 
not be long concealed from Henry, he difplaced him 
and vefted with the powers of Deputy Hugh de La- 
cy, a baron whofe knowledge of the affairs of Ire- 
land, experience in the arts of government and re- 
gard to the principles of juftice, qualified him for 
difcharging with propriety the duties of that impor- 
tant office. 

Farewell. 

LETTER XL. 

HENRY, at this time defirous of providing a 
fecure and honourable eftablifhment for John, 
his youngeft fon, affembled a council at Oxford and 
in their prefence invefted hin[i with the lordfhip of 
Ireland This grant was made, as our annalifts fay, 
with the fandion of a number of the principal Irifti 
clergy and barons whom the king called over to 
England and confuited upon the <x:cafion. 

Doctor Leland obferves that it does not appear 
to have been an ad of the Englifti legiflature, and 
that the affembly who met at Oxford, before 
whom it was declared, was not a parliament but a 
council, called to be a witnefs of the tranfadion. 

To be holden of the king, his fon John, and heirs, 
the following grants were made, immediately fub- 
fequent to the above appointment. 

To 



128 THE HISTORY 

To Milo de Cogan and Robert Fitzftephen were 
granted the kingdom of Cork ; to Herbert Fitzher* 
bert the kingdom of Limerick ; to William Fitzand- 
elm, a principal part of Connaught, as alfo the 
guardianfhip of Leinfter, during the minority of the 
only fon of Pembroke, to whom it defcended as a 
fief; to Robert de la Poer the territory of Water- 
ford. The king likewife granted to Sir Thomas* de 
Clare all Thomond and to Otho de Grandifon all 
Tipperary. In thefe grants, the king referved for 
himfelf and his heirs, the city of Cork, the city of 
Waterford and an adjoining diftrift. It has been 
aflerted by fcveral authors, that when Henry in- 
vefted his fon with the Lordfhip of Ireland, he tranf- 
ferred to him and to his heirs all the independent 
privileges of fovereignty without* any refervation. 
The words of the above jgrants plainly point out the 
fallacy of this opinion. From them it appears, that 
Henry referved to himfelf and to his fucceflbrs the pri- 
vileges of feudal fuperiority, of whom John and his 
defcendants were to hold the kingdom as their fu- 
preme liege lords. This point does not, even in the 
fmalleft degree, afFedl the indfependent conflitutional 
privileges of the Irrfli nation; Whether, in confe- 
quence of the transferencej the fupreme unreftriAed 
executive power or privileges of majefty, refpe<fting 
Ireland, fefided in John or remained with Henry, is 
of no importance to our political rights. 

As almoft every one of the above grants lay 
within the limits which were under the immediate 
proteAion of Roderic and, of confequence, were a 
violation of the treaty into which Henry entered 
with him and folemly ratified, they were warmly 
oppofed by the Irifli chieftains. The people of Li- 
merick, 
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merick, particularly, beheld this aft of injuftice 
with keen refentment. Upon this, Fitz- « 

herbert refigned his pretenfions to Limerick, 
in favour of Philip de Braofo, who, bringing with 
him from Wales a number of needy and profligate 
adventurers, made his appearance before the town. 
The inhabitants, filled with indignation at the fight 
fet fire to it and retired. 

The adminiftration began now to have a very 
different complexion from that which it had under 
the government of Fitzandelm. De Lacy executed 
the duties of his office, as Lieutenant, with pru- 
dence and fidelity. By ftiewing a wilfmgnefs to pro- 
mote the intereft of the Englifti adventurers, he con- 
ciliated their affedtions. The natives alfo liad caufc 
to entertain a favourable opinion of him from the 
pains which he took to protedt them from injury. 

But it appears that the government of Ireland 
was a moft invidious and a riiofl difficult tafk. Fitz- 
andelm, by his improper adminiftration, incurred 
the difpleafure of the king and the popularity which 
De Lacy had acquired by the reftitude of tts con- 
duft excited his jealoufy. He was recalled and the 
office of viceroy committed to the joint care of John, 
conflaMe of eheftiire, and Richard, Biftiop of Co- 
ventry. Being difqualified for holding the reins of 
government, three months concluded their admini- 
flration. The cheerfulnefs with which De Lacy had 
fubmitted to the unjuft deprivation of his office and 
the fatisfaftory manner in which he had vindicated 
his conduit to Henry, removed the fufpicions of the 
king and he was reinftated in the government. By 
his own particular defire, Robert of Shrewfbury, a 
confident of Henry, accompanied him to Ireland as 

Vol. L L an 
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an ^iTiftant in the admimftration afnd to be a witflie& 
of his condud. 

In the year eleven hundred and eighty one, died 
Laureace O'Tool, Bilhop of Dublin, fo Wgbly cele- 
brated by his countrymen. This excellent prelate, 
at an early period^ had devoted himfelf to a inonaf* 
tic Hfe, the duties of which he diicharged in a very 
examplary manner. This laid the foundation of his 
future dignities* He was remarkable for his bene- 
volence,, for the ftrideft chaftity, for temperance, hof- 
pitality, and, above all, for the love of his country. 
Upon the firft attempts of the Englifli on this kii^- 
dom he took aa a<£tive part in fupport of the nati- 
onal privileges; continued to oppofc their encroach- 
ments with zeal, and, though obliged, at laft, to 
make his peace with Henry, was ftill the friend of 
Ireland. Contrafted with the fervility of his interef- 
ted cotemporaries of the iacred order, his conduct, 
in this refpeiSt, appears in ftiiniAg colours. To re- 
move unfavourable impreffions received of him by 
Hemry and to intercede with him in behalf of his 
countrymen opprefled by the lawlefs depredations of 
the Britifh foldiers, he paffed over to England. 
From thence he went to Normandy to be prefent at 
the council of Lateran. Worn out by the infirmities 
iDf age, he was taken ill upon his journey. Perceiv- 
ing his laft moments to approach, his country re- 
curred to his thoughts ; he lamented it's fufFerings, 
he exprefled the anxiety of his heart for it's deliver- 
ance in pathetic terms. Death clofed his eyes, for 
ever^ but left the remembrance of his virtues to 
worm with gratitude the breafts of Iriihmen and to 
be adn^red by poAerity. 

For 
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For feveral years* Cgg^n an^d Fitzftepben had 
enjoyed the diftrids granted to them ia DefixKwi 
This encEoachmf nt on their rightSj^ the natives bad 
feen with feeming acquiefeeuqe. But uiea ^^^ 
who have violated the privileges of Huma- 
nity can place no dependance on iany marks, of confi- 
dence or friend&ip which may appear In the oonduft 
of the injured. Thisy thefe .barons dregdfutly exr 
perienced. On a particular ccpafiou, it w^s jveeef- 
fary that Milo de Cogan flioula confer wirth the dti- 
^ens of Waterford, At the haufc of an iah^bitant 
of the city^ he met them> accompanied by th$; (w 
of Pitzftephen. Nothing byt a fcnft of tha deepeli 
injury could have indwced Iriftimen to violate th» 
rights of hofpitality. The two ,chiefs were put tc^ 
deaA with five of their attendants. This feem^ to 
have been the fignal of a concerted infurrc&ion. 
IVFArthy flew to arms,, and, with d^ body of rom col^ 
lefted for the occ^ion, mardied to Cork ta ^tt^ck 
Fitzftephen. The intrepidity of lUymoni^ thcue-r 
phew of Fitasftephen* faved the town. 

At this time, in particulari. <he want of a fleet 
was fenfibly felt by the Iri(h, From their firft at- 
ten^pt upon the kingdom, the fuperiwty of the En- 
gliflx in this refped, was a cireumftance as mudj iii 
their favour, as^ their defenjive AirnxouF, their ^ek- 
brated crofs bows, and the advantages of their mili* 
tary difcipline- Hence, the. qoafts were expofed to 
their depredations and they could tranfport fuc^purs* 
v/hen neceflary, without interruption. At this pe- 
riod, the ftate of his affairs in Ireland, required aflif- 
tance from Henry. Under the command of Rich- 
ard, brother to Milo de Cogan, and of Philip Barry, 
he fept over a confiderable force. Cambrenfis the 

L z hiftoriau 
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hiftorian appoiiited tutor to John and feveral ecclefi-^ 
afticks, came in their train, with a view to regulate 
the church. They feeiii to have been ill qualified 
for • that office. Inftead of recommending themfelves 
by that affability and condefcenfion becoming their 
proFe'ffion, their fupercilious carriage rendered them 
very obnoxious to the Irifli clergy. The diflike was 
mutual. At their meetings, they gave way to angry 
paflions which they gratified by loading one another 
with invedtives. 

In a ftate of fociety little improved by the arts of 
cultivation a man diftinguilhed by the virtues of poli- 
tical wifdom, of juftice and fidelity, is not to expedt 
his reward. Henry, through the calumny of De 
Lacy*s enemies, for the beft of men will have ene- 
iriies, oTice more removed him from the adminiftra- 
tion whichlie committed to the care of Philip de Brao- 
fo. The conduct of Philip was a ftriking contrail to 
that of TDe Lacy. He ftripped numbers of the 
grants which they had obtained fi*om bis predeceffor. 
Defpifing even the very appearance of juftice and 
decency, accompanied by a Ixxiy of troops, he pa- 
raded through feveral parts of the kingdom for the 
purpofe of rioting, of extortion and rapacity. The 
forms of religion he held in open contempt, from 
whofe minifters he extorted fums'of money, in 
defiance of the ftlpiilations of Cafhel. His go- 
vernment, as might be expedied, was of fliort du- 
ration. 

Adieu. 
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LETTER XLI;, 

HENRY had difcovered a fond partiiafity for 
two of his. children, which they requited with 
the bafeft ingratitude., Notwithftanding, as you 
have feen, he bellowed the lordlhip of Ireland upon 
John. Still more impolitic w^s the meafure which 
he now adopted, of fending him over to this omm- 
try, though yet but twelve yeafs of age,^ to take 
pofleffion of his new inheritanqe*, 

Attended by a pompous train of ppoud and ra-f 
pacious courtiers,, by Glenville a celebrated lawyer, 
a number of ecclefiaftics, and a very confiderable 
force, he landed ^t Waterford^ on die firft of Aprii 
eleven hundred. and eighty five. There the Englifli 
fettlers of Leinfter ^nd a number of chieftains atr 
tended his court to acknowledge him as their liege 
lord and to prefent him, upon his arrival in the 
kingdom, with their com,pliments of congratulation^ 
When, according to the cuftom of their country^^ the 
Irilh, with undefigning fimplicity, were a^dvancing 
to falute John, his attendants interpofed and thruft 
them off with indecent rudenefs.. This ^yas not 
enough ; they were laughed at by tbefe pi>liflied cour- 
tiers, plucked by the beard and treated with other 
marks of conteniptuous indignity. Scarcely any in- 
jury makes a deeper impreffioji on the mind, than 
contempt. The Irifh lords flung by this bafe treat- 
ment, haftened frorm court, and, determi,n.edi to vin- 
dicate their honor, proclaimed to their foUpwers the 
infolence of the Englifli in order to roufe them to 
arms. " Opprefled by their pride," exclaimed they 
in the language of indignation, " how c^n we fubmit 
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to their power, whom entreaty cannot move nor out 
misfortunes fofttn, n<jr otir afFeftion foothe, nor re- 
fpcdtfiil treatment infpire with friendly fentinieiits ! 
Are thcfe the aufpiciouts beginnhigs of their domini- 
tti 1 Dk) they t«can by fuch ufage to ctmciriatc our 
mindii to peace or to roufc within us 4 difpofition to 
war f Are thefe the fruits we are to cjcpericnce of 
]^if4(h politenefsf To rcjeA our congratulations, 
and to return our friendly falutcs wi A difdain.** Such 
feffeftiflg language could not be heard without ma- 
king a deep impreffion. The tourtiefs took no pain$ 
to efface it. By their tsondud: they ftrengthened 
the refentment cortceiTied againft rfiem ind render- 
ed if more extenfive in it*s influence. They not on- 
ly defpifed the frifh but gratified with eagemefs their 
tapadous <iifpofitions< They pluttxfered them indif- 
crimihately* Even th6 tngfifli fettlers were driven 
from their pofltrffions, without any regard either to 
their <:ouiitry or to the fervices which they had done 
to iicftry tlwsir iCiommon mafttr.. Thefe, provcrftcd 
by fuch injuftice ahd ingratitude, deftrted the fide 

of their oppreflorS tLttA combined againft them with 
the injured natives. 

TiH*i atarrti of Vraf founded in every quarter. 
The caftles\tf the EngElh were feized, and many of 
theif moli diftinguifhed leaders, being fuddenly at- 
tacked, were either defpoiled of their fettlements or 
put to the fword. Oirnage and devaftation were 
Ipread, almoft into every quarter. Meath, which in 
a particular manner had been the bbjeft of De La- 
cy *s attention, was upon the point of being loft by 
the impending ftorm. 

jQttN*S goodly train had continued to indulge 
thetnrelves in luxury and to gratify their avarice and 

pride 
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pride with an aftonifliing degree of infenfibility to 
the pernicious confequences of their folly. Befides^ 
as might well be expefted from men of ftich aban- 
doned charafters, they were at variance with one 
another, and their councils full of jealoufy and con- 
tention. 

Compelled at laft to exert themfelves for their 
own fecurity and to reftore the public peace, they 
*took up arms and attempted to difperfe their ene- 
mies. But effeminated by a courfe of fenfual grati- 
fication and ftrangers to the defultory manner of 
lighting of the Irifti, they were reduced to the dif- 
gracrfiil neceffity of giving up the conteft and of re- 
treating for fafcty to their fortifications. 

Farewell. 

LETTER XLII. 

WHILST fuch was the dift ratted ftate of Ire- 
land, a quarrel betwixt his fons Richard and 
GeofFry, a difpute with the clergy who had conti- 
nued to give him trouble fince the death of Becket, 

and his affairs in Scotland, Wales and on the con- 
tinent, had engaged the attention of Henry. As 

foon as he had ieifure to turn his thoughts to this 
kingdom, perceiving how miferably the adminiftra- 
tion was conduced by the minifters employed to 
direft the councils of John, he recalled them, toge- 
ther with his fon, and vefted John De Courcy with 
the oifice of viceroy. The fitteft perfon to quiet the 
diforders of Ireland, at this time, would have been 
the prudent De Lacy. But he was no more. 

Upon the ruins of an abbey in Meath, facred to 
Koliimb-kill, he had prepared to eredl a fortrefs. 

The 
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The natives, who held this abbey in g^•eat veirera-^ 
tion, confidered the attempt as impious- Imprefled 
by this fentiment, one of* the labourers^ watching a 
favourable opportunity^ drew a battle axe, which he 
had concealed for the purpofe, and killed the baron 
on the fpot. Not one of the Englifti adventurers, 
according to the accounts of feveral authors, merited 
to well the commendations of pofterity.' He fuf- 
fered himfelf to be engaged in an unjult caufe which 
he fupported with fteadinefs 5 in all other refpe6ts, 
he is entitled to difiinguifhed praife. Inftead of that 
overbearing infolence, that pride, avarice and rapa- 
city, for which his countrymen ia Ireland^ almoft 
without exception, were remarkable, a ftrift regard 
to prudence, rhoderation, humanity and juftice, was 
confpicuous in his charafter. It was in the year ele- 
ven hundred and eighty fix, thai De Courcy, created 
Earl of Ulfter, received the reins of government. 
The refentments excited in the Irife by J|r©hn- and 
his inipolitic courtiers were become, fo genera!, that 
had they been guided by prudence,, by fteadinefs and 
unanimity, they might have been attended with the 
moli ferious confequences to the En^glifli fettlements. 
But, at prdfeat, as on former occafions, their efforts, 
in vindication of their rights, were violent, but, 
from wanf of perfeverance, they could not derive 
from them any real or permanent advantage. To 
the attainment of the great object of their wifhes, 
their original independence,, the inteftine quarrels by 
which they were difunited, on every triffling occa- 
fion, were flill ^ more infupexable obflacle. 

For fome time, De Courcey was obliged to ftand 
upon the defenfive. This but ill fuited bis impe- 
tuous temper. He refolved to. atQhieyq Corne e^- 
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^ioit woxtiiy of his former reputation, and, with tliat 
view, led his army into Connaught. Bald, but not 
circumfpe6t, he pitched his camf\without having ta*- 
ken proper card to examine his Ijituation and the 
ftrength of the eneniy; Being attacked and unable 
to maintain his poll, he wa^sjorced to retire, with 
precipitation, and to evacuate the province. This 
repulfe animated the men of Ulfter to take up 
arms, once more, in fupport of their rights. . De 
Coiircey marched with his forces to Armagh, where 
the principal ftrength of the enemy was collefted. 
He took it by ftorm and re-eftabli(hed his power iil 
that quarter/ 

In the montii of July of this year, eleven huri-^ 
dred and eighty nine, died at Chinon in Normandy, 
tieriry the Second. The noble hiftorian who has 
written the life of this prince has drawn his charafter 
in Ihining colours^ According to him, he was a wife 
politician, ftridt and impartial in the adminiftration 
of juftice i conducted his government by a regard t6 
the liberty of his fubjefts ^ was brave, generous and 
diftinguiilied for the forgivenefs of ir^juriesi Thefe 
virtues he poffeffed in a confiderabfe degree j but his 
invafion of. Ireland and fubfequent tranfaftions in 
that country, have left a flain upon his memory 
which can never be effaced* How far his conduft 
in this matter, until the death of Pembroke,, is re* 
concileable to the principles of juftice, I have en* 
deavoured to explain in a former letter. You will 
recoUeft that his treaty with Roderic was alfo par-*- 
ticularly taken notice of. Nothing could be more 
Aiameful than his violation of this engagement, which 
was ratified with all the circumftances of folemnity 
ueceflary to make it binding upon every principle of 

juftice. 
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juftice and of honor. For the fak« of gratifymg a 
' number of rapacious favourites, to make grants of 
land to be peopled with Englifh cotonifls within the 
prefcribed limits of Roderic's jurifdidtion, and with- 
out any pretence to juftify it, was cruelty to- the 
hativcs, injurious to the Irifti monarch and reproach- 
ful to Henry. This diflionourable breach of faith 
enflamed the rcfcntmcnt of the Irifti and e-xceedingly 
encreafed the calamities of this unhappy country. 



Adreu. 



LETTER XLIir. 



RICHARD, Henry's fecond fon, upon his death, 
afcendcd the Englifli throne. As the lordfhip 
of Ireland had been veiled in his younger brother, 
he did not interpofe any authority with refpedt to 
the government of this kingdom. John, during the 
life of Richard, appointed deputies, made grants, and 
performed every other a<fl of fovereign power, as 
his diftinft and -exclufive right. From the time that 
Peter the Hermit began to preach the necefltty of ta- 
king up arms, in order to expel the Saracens from 
Jerufalem and deliver Chriftians from the itifuhs and 
the difficulties to w!iich they were expofed in their 
pilgrimages to the Holy Land, almoft every country 
in Europe had, with aftonifhitig rapidity, catchcd the 
enthufiaftic flame. It had -entirely taken poffcffion 
r>f the mind of Richard. He was determined to en- 
gage perfonally in a crufade, his obligations to 
which appeared to him in a flronger light, than the 
important duties, which, as their fovereign, he owed 
to his En^ifli fubjefts. !t cannot then be ftippofed 
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that lie Would be inclined to pay the leaft attention 
to the afFairs of this country. He did not even af- 
futne any title from it as liege lord. The firft de- 
pwy of Ireland appointed by John, after the death 
of hiis fktlicr, was Hugh, fon of the famous De Lacy. 
Tmb natives fmarting under a fenfe of the multi- 
i>Ked injuries which they had received from the En- 
giifh, whenever a fufpenfion of their inteftine quar- 
reb took place, were difpofed fo feize every oppor- 
tunity that cfiered to refift their encroachments. 
Richard was now abfent., He had carried with him 
a number of troops to Pafeftine which would prevent 
the Britifti adventurers in this country, from receiv- 
ing any afliftance from England, The favourable 
t)Cca(ioTi was embraced by the petty princes of Mun- 
tter, thofe of Defmotid and Thomcnd in particular. 
They joined their foRowers to thofe of Cathal King 
of Connaught whofe magnanimity againft the com- 
mon enemy was fignali?ed> in the moft confpicuous 
manner. 

I>6 Cou R c Y, fVom his. multiplied a(f^s of injuftice^ 
had particular reafon to dread the impending ftorm ; 
Armoric of Saint Lawrence, to whom he applied for 
fticcour, haftened to his affiftance* In his march 
through Connaught, a numerous body of the enemy 
attacked him fuddenly, from an ambufcade. The 
horfe determined to provide for their fafety by 
flight ; but the foot having difcovered their intention 
conjured them to refleft upon the ftain which fo 
tiameful a defertion would fix upon their rq^uta- 
lion ; to coiifider their mutual attachments, their mu- 
tual confidence and the valour which they had dif- 
played on former occafiotis; they entreated that 
they would not fuffer them, in this emergence, to 

be 
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be expofed to the fury of the enemy, friendlefs arkf 
unaflifted. It was impoffible but that fuch, afFe£tir>g 
remonftrances muft have their proper weight on 
minds not quite infenfible to the principles of virtue 
and of honor; Each horfeman, after the generous 
example of Saint Lawrence, killed his horfe, deter- 
mined to live or die with his fellow foldiers. The 
Irifli came on to the attack with fierce impetuofity. 
A thoufand of them, it is faid, periftied. Numbers 
of the Englifh fell upon the occafion : The furvivers^ 
having exhibited proofs of intrepid courage, broke 
through the ailfailants and purfued their march. 

CathaL and his auxiliaries, probably ftruek by 
the valour which the Engli(h difplayed in this battle 
and forefeeing the cfFufion of blood likely, to be (bed 
by a continuaiice of the Qontell, concluded an agree- 
ment with De Lacy^ and both parties, for the prc- 
fent, ceafed from hoftilities. 

To I>e Lacy (uqoeeded, as viceroy, William Petif, 
who, fhortly after, was fuperfeded by the Lord Max- 
field Earl Majfflial of England. This nobleman had 
married the daughter of Strongbow whom he had by 
Eva, the only qhild of Dermod king of Leinfter- He 
was high in favour with Richard who had appointed 
him one of the regency when he fet off for Paleftine. 
He had likewife a <;onfiderable eftate in, Ireland. But 
all thefe stdvantages were not fufficient to enable him 
to preferve the peace of this country. The natives 
renewed hoUilities, under the command of O'Brian ; 
engaged and defeated the Englifh army at Thurles. 
This advantage however did not fecure Thomond 
and the neighbouring diftrids from their ravages, to 
which the enemy were encouraged by the death of 
O'Brian, whofe narae, as one of the befl: friends of 

his 
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lits diftmfted much injured country, has been re- 
corded with diftinguifhed praife. But the people of 
Thomond did not continue long without a fpirited 
avenger of their wrongs. Cathal of Connaughf, 
whofe cnterprifing genius has been fpoken of above, 
roufcd his followers to arms and led into Munfter a 
numerous body of troopsi. The Englifli, not daring 
to wait his approach, retired. Cathal adv^need and 
deftroyed their fortifications. 

At the fame time, M'Arthy of Defmond "having 
defeated the enemy, in a pitched battle, reduced 
Limerick. A detachment of the Englilh were like- 
wife routed by him in conjunftion with the men of 
Connaught and other auxiliaries. In confequence of 
this viftory, Cork furrendered to the Irifh. This 
was the laft town or garrifon which the Englifli pof- 
fefled in the province of Munftet- 

Ear L Marlhal, afFefted by thefe misfortunes, gave 
up the government of Ireland to Hamo de Valois, 
in the year eleven hundred and ninety feven. 

The clergy had now arrived at the zenith of their 
power. A politic governour would therefore, con- 
fideting the circumftances of the kingdom, have 
avoided giving them offence. De Valois paid no 
regard to this confideration. To fupply the nece£- 
fities of government, he feized the poffeffions of the 
clergy. Provoked at this treatment, they ufed eycry 
endeavour, hut in vain, to procure from John re- 
drefs. Thus was a new caufe of diflatisfadion with 
his governnient added to thofe, which were before 
fufEciently numerous. 

In the year eleven hupdred and ninety eight, died 
Roderic O'Connor, the laft of tfce fupreme monarchs 
of Ireland, Roderic, as has been faid, was of the 

houfe 
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houfe of HeremoQ, and therefore eligiWe to the ho^ 
aours cf farereignty- But it Wg^ his. courage that 
raifcd him to the throne. la the different parts of 
the kingdom, the people had fubmitted to his au- 
thwity. No prince, for a feries of years* eould 
claim a better title. Under this idea> Henry eater- 
€d into the treaty with him which bas^ more than 
once, been mcntioiied. Had this prince oppofed 
the Englifti with the fame courage wlHch purchafe4 
for him the crown^ they would not, it is highty pro- 
bable, have procured a fettlemeiat in the kingdamr 
The farces whh which they affiled Dermod were in 
the beginning very inconfiderable. A fpirited eft 
fort of the monarch mwft have expelled theoi* 
When, by arms, he (hould have enforced hk rigHt, 
he depended upon the feebJc and ineflfeftual me-^ 
thods of accomodation^ 

By his agreement with Henry, he gave up one 
province of his kingdom ; and by repeated viojati- 
ons of it, he had the mortification to fuftain new 
ioifes. The unnatural rebellion of his fons com- 
pleated liis misfortunes. They compelled him ta 
telinquifh the crown. Having ex;perienced.a large 
fliare of profperity and ta:fted bitterly of adverfe 
fortune, fick of the inftability of huma« affairsy he 
fought for a retreat from the cares and difappoint- 
ments of life, in the folitude of a convent, where he 
lived until death put a final period tg. Iris calamities 

Adieu- 
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NO power of the himian mind has produced fuch 
aftomdung efforts as courage when animated 
by religious enfliufiafm. Thefe combined principles 
had engaged Richard in the expedition to the Holy 
Land, and led him on to thofe martial atchievments 
that xefleded upon his arms, diftinguiflied glory. 
As he and his allies were marching to the fiege of 
Afcalon, Saladia met and encountered them in bat- 
tle, at the head of thirty thoufand men. In the be- 
ginning of the engagement, the two wings of the 
Chriftian army were defeated. The magnanimity 
of Richard, who commanded the centre, not only 
reftored the battle, but obtained over the Saracens a 
cempleat viftoFy. After Jfeveral fuccefsful fieges, 
he was enabled to approach within fight of Jerufa- 
lem, the recovery of which city from the infidels had 
been the grand objeft of his undertaking. But the 
zeal of the other Chriftian princes being greatly 
abated, they refolved to defift from the enterprize 
and return to their refpe<3tive countries. Richard, 
thus difappointed of his hopes, was obliged to con- 
clude a truce with Saladin, and to procure from him 
the beft terms which could be obtained in favour of 
the Chriftians. Upon his return home, being (hip- 
wrecked near Aquileia, he put on the difguife of a 
pilgrim that he might be able to make his way un- 
known through Germany. But, as he pafled by Vi- 
enna, he was difcovered by Leopold Duke of Auftria. 
Leopold, having on a former occafion, been offend- 
ed by him, to gratify liis refentment and his avarice, 

moft ungeneroufly feized Richard and caft him into 
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prifon. After a tedious confinement, in which he 
was obliged to* fubmit to many indignities, he was 
ranfomed by his fubjeds. Some time after, being 
employed in befieging a caftle in Bretagne, he ftT* 
lecdved a wound of which he died foon after. 

Upon the demife of Richard, Arthur of Bretagne^ 
tiie fon of GeofFry, an elder brother, had the beft title 
to the thfone ; but John ufurped his right and added 
the murder of that innocent prince to his other crimes. 
The prefent diftraded ftate of Ireland 
required from John very particular attenr 
tion. His care was now engaged by rnorc intereft- 
mg objeifts. Affairs on the continent and in England^ 
and more particularly, the dangers incident to a dif- 
puted fuciceffipn, employed ^Imoft the whole of his 
thoughts. 

Miles Fitzhenry, natural fon of Henry the Firft,, 
was appointed deputy of this kingdom, in the pla||:c 
of Hamo De Vdois. 

About this rtme^ John made a grant of Tho- 
moad to William J)c Braofo, the city of Limerick 
and certain cantreds excepted. But this fpirited ba- 
ron, lefs concerned about his property, than the li- 
berties of England, which the king feemed deter- 
mined to facrifice to his .ajnbition, expreffed himfelf 
upop the fybjeft wirh a freedom which enflamed the 
refentment of Jphn. To avoid the impending dan- 
ger, William fled to Ireland for protedlion : Being 
here infecure, he pafled over to the Ifle of Man and 
from thence tp France,, where he died. His wife 
and Xbn did not efcape the king's difpleafure. By 
order of the inhuman tyrant, they were feized in 
Meath, fent over prifpners to England and put to a 
y'^olenit death. 

The 
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The above mentioned grant to Braofo, and par- 
ticular diftridls in Connaught, formerly conveyed to 
Englifh fet tiers, were committed to the care of Wit- 
liam De Burgo, a baron of the family of Fitzan- 
deim. In confequence of this truft, he led a body of 
forces to Limerick which he attacked and recovered. 
The Irifh were now deprived of the afliftance which 
they had fo often received from the brave Cathal. 
Carragh 0*Connor, a branch of the family, difputed 
his title to the fovereignty of Connaught. With 
their ufual ficklenefs, many of the friends of Cathal 
deferted him and by going over to his rival encrfeafed 
the number of his partizans. Carragh had not the at- 
tachment to his country which had diftinguiflied the 
patriotic Cathal. In his mind, every generous fenti- 
ment was abforbed in the gratification of ambition. 
He applied to De Burgo for aid, by whofe iifliftance 
he was placed on the throne of Connaught. A new 
event now prefents itfelf to view. De Courcey and 
De Lacy, foiicited by Cathal and by 0*Niall of Tir 
Owen, who had warmly efpoufed the common caufe, 
joined their forces to thofe of the Irifli chieftains, fe- 
veral of whom, befides thole now mentioned, had 
united in the fervice of their country, ^.nd marched 
to drive from the throne of Connaught, Carragh the 
ufurper. The attempt was unfuccefsfuL Cathal 
finding that he could have no dependancc cither on 
his own ftrength ojr the prefent circumftances of his 
allies, had recourfe to other methods. • He had the 
addrefs not only to detach from the intereft of his ri- 
val, De Burgo, now become an independant baron, 
but prevailed with him to fupport his caufe. Thus 
befriended, he engaged the forces of Carragh, who, 
having fallen by the fword, left him the undifputed 
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poflcflion of the throne. A regard to his own inte- 
reft, as we may well fuppofe, had induced De Bur- 
go to lend afliftance^ to CathaL But not obt^n- 
ing from him the reward he expected ; he determin- 
ed to enforce it by having recourfe to amis. The 
fortune of Cathal prevailed. De.Burgo was defeated. 
Fitzhenry taking advantage of the refentment ex- 
cited againft De Burgo in the mind of Cathal pre- 
vailed with him, as alfo with O'Brian of Thomond, 
to join their forces to his, and to attack Limerick^ 
which had continued in poffeffion of that rebellious 
baron. The city was taken and De Burgo obliged 
to retum to his dependance on the Englifti crown. 

Cathal, and O'Brian on this occafion, forgot 
their duty to their country. Thefe chieftains who 
had affifled the deputy with their arms, now entered 
into a treaty with him from which John derived fub- 
ftantial advantages. To be fecured in the fafe pof- 
feffion of a third part of Connaught^ Cathal furren- 
dered. to the King of En^and, the other two parts, 
acknowledging himfelf hia vaflal and promifmg a 
yearly tribute of a hundred marks. O'Brian alfo 
made conceffions of importance to the Englilh inte- 
reft. 

LETTER XLV- 

1'T was at this time neceffary to reduce to obedi- 
i ence a much more powerful baron than De Burgo. 
Soipe time before, De Courcey had been deprived 
of the office of deputy, in favour of De Lacy. His 
high fpirit could not fubmit to this mortification. 
H6 retired, in difconteat, to his fettlement in Ulflcr 
tod renounced his allegiance. The refentment of 
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John jogsonft De Cpurcey was very much {heightened 
by another caufe ( he had impeached his title to the 
crown, and caft fevere refle^tiqfis 6n hiM as having 
ocoafioned the desith of his jiepbew Pf ince Arthur 

De Lacy, who, when thi^ baron was removed 
rfrom the government, \t19d been fubftituted in his 
place, was cQiiiidered by the king as the fitteft in^ 
ilrument to pMniih him for his rebeUton and receiv-^ 
^d a GommiiSofn for that purpofe. A. battle enfued 
in which De Coiiroey was yiiSkorious. What power 
could npt efie£t, De Lacy aecotnpliihed by addrefs. 
He bribed fomc of De Courcey's attendants who be^ 
trayed their mafter into his hands whom he fent pri- 
soner inio England. John condemned hifti to per- 
petual imprifoftment and transferred his poffeffions 
in Ulfter, with the Earldom annexed to them, to 
De Lacy. 

'. The EngltHi intereft \h this county bc-r 
gan now to wear a. more favourable afpeft. ^* 

,The rebellion of De Courcey and De Burgo were 
fupprefled. The people of Defmond were not for^- 
mldable being embroiled with inteftine dilTentions 
and deprived by death of the.afliltance of thdr vali- 
ant leader Daniel M^ Arthy » Limerick, and Cork had 
been recovered and ilrengthened by fortifications. 

UiiD£R pretenfe of chaftifmg the De Lacys and 
William De Braoib.who had become fadibus and tur- 
bulent, in the month of June, twelve faundved and 
ten, the kiiig paid a fecond Vtfit to Ireland. It is 
very probable that his real defign was to be furnifli- 
ed with ^ i^ciou^reaifonfbr: keeping together his 
forces to fecure himfelf agdnft the difpleafufe of his 
Englifli fubje^s which he had juftly incurreid by the 
''.-■■ Ma' meiinhefs, 
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irieannefs, the infolehce and tyranny oF his govern- 
meftl. 

Upon his arrival, a confiderable number dF chief- 
tains attended his court, and did homage to him as 
their liege lord. Whilft in Ireland, he performed 
no military atchievement worth notice. En^and was 
never riiled *by a prince more ambitious than John. 
At the fame time, no king could be more contenip- 
tible in -arms. The De Lacys and Braofo dreading 
the efffedts of his refentment, fled to France. With 
refpeft to the fate of thefe unfortunate barons, Brao- 
fo, we are told, was never rellored to the king's fa- 
vour. His unhappy wife and children were caft into 
prifon where they experienced the bitter efFedls of 
John's unrelenting cruelty. The De Lacys^ being 
ftripped of their all and reduced to the moll humili- 
ating circumftances, by the interceflion of the abbot 
of Saint Taurin, obtained the king's forgivnefs and 
were reinftated in their poffeffions. 

BxTORE John left Ireland Tie paid fome regard to 
the political intereft of Ms fubjedts. 

Wx have feen the principles t)n which Henry fet- 
tled the affairs of this kingdom. The part of it fub- 
dued by the Britifti arms was that only, which, pro- 
perly fpeaking, acktiowiedged his fovereignty. Here, 
a form of government was eftablifhed exadtly funilar 
in it^s feveral departments, to that of the Englifh 
conftitution. Heniy well knew that to maintain his 
authority and fecure the allegiance of his fubjeds, 
thiis was eflenttally ncceifary. Is it to be fuppofed 
that the Englifti adventurers formerly the fubjefts of 
a free empire, how'evtr/mdiflferent they might have 
been <a the rights of the natives^ would be infenfible 
to their Qiwn ? Would they fubmit to have no par- 
liament, 
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litoient, no laws, no conftitution ? Would they 
flied thei'r blood, would they fubmit to a variety of 
the greateft hardftiips to procure a fettlemcnt in this 
country, and then yield up. t|ieir lives, their . pro- 
perty, their mod valuable privileges to the control 
of an Englifli defppt? A glorious recompenfe of 
their labours this,^ in. the ellirnation of haughty; ba-^ 
rons and of th^ir high fpirited followers^ Th^idea 
is fraught with, aibfujrdity. 

At the defire of his Englifli fujbjec^s of t|iis kifrtg- 
dorii, John gave^them a code of' laws founded upon 
the principles of EngJifti polity, the objed of which 
Vfas, to regulate t|ie prerogat^ye of the prince and the 
limits of their obe4ielice. Likewife, by general con- 
fent, in parliapTtenJj he of dair^.ed; that the Englifti 
laws and cuftoms (hould henceforward Be obferved in 
Ireland. By the former, we are to underftand the 
ftatute law, and, by the latter, the common law of 
England. In a patent roll of the ^eleventh of Henry 
the Third, are thefe words, ^^ The King to the ba- 
rons, knights and all his freeholder's greeting. Your 
wifdomSi a$ we - believe,, have fufficiently been i)i- 
formed, that when; John, formerly King of England, 
our father, of happy memory, came into Iceland, he 
brought with him difcreet men fkiUed in the laws, 
by .whofe unanimous advice, at the requeft of the 
Irifli, he ordained and commanded the laws of Eng- 
land to be obferved- in Ireland, ap,d left the faid laws, 
reduced inta writing under his feal, in the exchequer 
of Dublin." In the exchequer the code of laws .men- 
tioned above, w^s alfo dcpofited. For the more re- 
gular adminiftration of juftice, John likewife efta- 
bliihed courts pf^ law whofe jurifdidtion waq to ex- 
tend to the Tn^iits of the pale. By this term, that 

r* ' M 5 part 
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part of the kingdom occupied by the advenfiircrs ind 
govemid by Englifh law, on account of being fepa*- 
rated firoih the reft fey an enclosure of pales, is' gene-^ 
rally diftinguifhed. With the faifle- View; es had 
been done by Henry, flieriflfs with prbb6r afliftarfts 
W6re appointed and (he boundari^B 6f raeir jiirifdlc* 
tion afcertained* In order t6 this,* the Englifh tei^ri* 
tbry was divided into the counties of i)iibiin, Meathv 
Kildare, Lowth, Carlow, Kilkenny, Wexford, Wa-* 
terford, Cork, Kerry, Limerick, Tip^rary. Htre 
v^e may pretty evideintly perciivt how fif, at this 
time, the pretenfions of Englifli g6V6rftment, ift 
poiftt of any real pdwer^ extended ih Ireldnd. In 
what remained, which compoleti about the <wo 
thirds of the kingdom, the Etigliflt ihBuence was in 
a great meafiire nominal. 

Adieu* 

LETTER XtYL 



THE deputy appointed By John to direft the 
affairs of this country was De Gfey Kfhop of 
Norwich. His government was the ifirft, as we are 
informed by MattheW Paris, in >)^hich money was 
coined here of the common flandard with that of 
England. By this, the comitiereial ihtercourfc be- 
twixt the tW(> nations coUld be cohdtidVed with 
greater faeility and advantage ttetrt when the riioney 
current in each was of a diffeteht value ttnd deno- 
minatibn. 

We are inforined that the admim'ftratioh of this 
prelate was aftive and vigilant. It miight ha*^ bfe^h. 
added, that like the government of almoft every 
one of his prcdeceffors it was matked By mjuftice ta 

the 
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the natives. The large portion of his territory grantr 
ed by Cathal to the Engfini, might, you woiikf fufp^ 
pofe, have gratified their rapacity. He had referved 
to faimfelf but a third of his [K>fleirions. Even on 
that, they caft a greedy eye and attempted to niake 
encroachments* It is probable, as he ufually had 
done, that the prince of Connaught, would, on this 
ciccafion, have had reeourfe for juftice to his own 
ftrength could he have coi^rtmanded the means. Buti 
in confequence of his conceffions to the EngHfh, of 
which he now had caufe moft bitterly to repent, his 
ftrength was weakneft. As his only refolirce, he 
appealed to John. John feldom regarded the com- 
pkiints of the injured, but to the grievance of Cathal 
he gave attention. By letters patent, he exprefsly 
commanded his deputy of Ireland and officers of 
juftice to prote<9; Cathal in the tmdifturbed poffefllon 
of ail his juft tights and privifegefi. 

Some time after, the Biftiop'of Norwich, having 
been fent for to England, committed the reins of go- 
vernment to Comyn Archbiftiop of Dublin. Upon 
his death, Henry EJe Londres, who fucceeded him 
in the archeopifcopal fee, was appointed lord deputy. 
He governed Ireland nntil the year twelve hundred 
and thirteen when He was called over to England by 
Jolm, as his fit nation rendered the alBAance of all his 
counfellors neceiTary whofe advice could be ufefiil to 
liim. From the time that this prince afcended the 
Engltfli throne, he was involved in a continued feiies 
of misfortunes, of thcfe, his difpute with Pope Inno- 
cent the third, in refpeft to the eledion of an archW- 
flK)p to fill th« fee of Canterbury, was the moft dif- 
graceful. Upon this, as qu every other occafion, he 
conduded himfelf vdth difguftii^ violence and with 

an 
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an abjeft meanncfs which rendered him defpicable^ 
To reduce JcAn to fubrriiflioii^ the Pope kid his 
kingdom under an interdidt: He then pronounced 
againft him a fentence of excommumcatioii- Find- 
ing that he ftill perfifted in his oppofition, he depofed 
him and transfered his dominions to Philip King of 
France. Inftcad of endeavouring to retrieve the coii- 
fequences of his folly, by refilling with wifdom and 
firmnefs this flagrant prefumption of the pontiff, he 
confented to refign his kingdom to the Pope and to 
hold it of him as his vafTaL In thfe littlenefs of his 
foul, he not only fubmitted to this aftonifhing mean- 
nefs, but to do homage with all thq humiliating rites 
prefcrrbed to inferiors, on. fuch occafions, by the feu- 
dal law. 

' The obnoxious government of John had given 
fuch univerfal offence to the Eiiglilh, thait in the 
pleafure with which they were witncfs to his difgracc 
they ektiriguiftied all regard to the dignity and the 
independance of the nation. But, not kttig after, they 
exerted themfelves eflfedually in defence of their 
rights. Of all the princes 'who had ruled England, 
thofe of the Norman line were the moft ahfohite. 
Under their governn>ent, the people were greatly 
abridged of the liberties they had enjoyed during^the 
reign of the Saxon Kings ^nd the barons loft much 
of the power derived to their order from the princi- 
ples of the feudal conftitution. John, in partfcular^ 
had trampled infolently upon the privileges of all 
his fubjedls. On this account, he. was hateful to 
them. There was fuch a mixture in his charafter of 
odious and contcrnptible qualities, that he was an 
objeft neither of rcfpedt, of afFetfkion or of fear. 
Having long borne with his t3rranhy, which was 

equally 
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' etjually intolerable even after his ^iflionourable con- 
ceflions to the Pope, the barons at laft, roufed to 
a fenfe of their duty, armed and compelled him to 
ratify that glorious charafter of liberty by which the 
powers of the crown were reftrained within due li- 
mits, and the rights of the people, of every order, 
ascertained and confirmed. This aft of juftice was 
extorted from John by neceflity. Though he had 
fanftified it by an oith, he endeavoured to re-efta- 
blilh his. tyranny, with the affiftance of an army of 
fpreign mercenaries/ . This attempt exceedingly 
heightened the indignation with which the Englifti 
had been infpired by his former ufurpations. De- 
termined that he fliould rule them na longer, they 
made an offer of the crown to Lewis,. €;ldeft fon of 
Philip King of France, who accepted it and came 
over to England where. he was invefted with his new 
dignity. As John was making preparations to reco- 
ver his kingdom, he was feized by a difordcr of 
which he died, after an odious and contemptible 
reign of feventeen years. 

LETTER XLVIL 

HENRY the Third, the eldeft fon and fuc- 
ceffor of John was but ten years old when he 
afcendcd the throne.. Geoffry De Maurifco, ^^^g^ 
a celebrated lawyer of Munfter, who, for ' 

forrie time paft, had conduced the government of 
Ireland, was continued deputy. In the firft year of 
this reign, the Irilh barons tranfmitted to England 
a lift of grievances, particularly of encroachments 
on their rights which they had fufFercd in the late 

reign. They fupplicated Henry to take them, of his 

royal 
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royal grace, under his pfote<5tion and to feciire their 
privileges. You have feen that the EngUfli, from 
avcrfidn to John, had transferred their crown to 
Lewis of France. As an ixKiucement to Ma barons 
to difannul this very extraordinary tranfadion and 
to recommend himfclf to their favour, Heiffy, by 
advice of his minifters, fhortly after his acoeflion, 
called a grand council at Briflol where he ratified the 
great charter of liberty granted to them by his fa- 
ther. Cortvinoed that no other anfwer to the com- 
plaints of his Iriffi fubjedb could be as fatisfadkory, 
Henry gave thenv a dupficate of this charter, where- 
in their rights^ privifeges and immunifi^, were 
placed upcm the very farne foundation with thofe of 
the EngRfh. By this charter, which is ftill extant in 
the exchequer of Ddblln, the civil and political ii^i- 
tutions of England as the grand principles of tegifla- 
tion; the right of electing reprefentatives, the pri- 
vileges of parfiament, an exemption from the ufiirp- 
ed interference of any foreign jurifdidtion, the tryal 
by jury, a fecurity with refpe^ to fife, liberty apd 
property, were conveyed to Irilhmen as a free and 
independant natioli for ever. Britons have ever*,, 
boafted of Magna Charta as the facred, the im- 
pregnable rampart of their liberties; upon the fame 
principle, we glory in it as our birth right and deareft 
inheritance. The power which- attempts to tranf- 
grefs this line of free and e<|ual government,, vio* 
lates the dilates of rcafon, and infults the great law 
of juftice written upon the heart by the finger of 
God. 

It was on the fourth of November that the above 
grant of Magna Chaxta was tranfmitted to Ireland. 
Henry renewed and ratified it by ^mother,, the Fe- 

br^iary 
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Wuary folloWmg, in thefa vrotdi. ***The King to 
the archbi(hops, abbots, earls, baroM, knighjls and 
free tenants, and to alt his ftithfu) fnbje^ks; hi feeknd. 
In proof of our apprt^tioa of y^>ur fidefity to our 
fathdr, which he ha& experienc»dy and which we are 
lifceiy to experieitee, wc will, in cdfifetjuence of 
your diMnguifhed fidelity, that you and your heiri 
enjoy for ever, out of our favour and as a gift t6 
yotrf kingdom, the libeirti^ss granted you by our fa- 
ther an^ ottrfelvcs.^ 

Ijlr the feeond year of his reign, Henry joined with 
Maurifeo, ill the office of deputy, Henry De Londres, 
in whofe loyalty and at)iBtic$ he feems to have placed 
particular confidence. During the beginning of their 
admiftiftration, Ireland enjoyed more than ufual tran- 
qtiility. This wafir ma great meslfiire owing to the 
influetlce of Lord Penibroke, whofe po*er, as guar- 
dian to the king, was extenfive, and ^i^ho Was parti- 
ctikrfy conne€led with this country by the large 
pdflfeiliofts Which he heW, in the province of Lein- 
ifer, as the heir and reprefentative of Earl Strong- 
boWi 

tJfroil the death of t^embroke, in the year twelve 
hundred and nineteen, Hugh De Lacy, aided by 
0*Nial of Tir Owen, rtiade incurfions into his eftate 
ih Meath. This brought over fo Ireland Willtam 
the young earl, who immediately txHnraencsed hollt- 
lities with De Lacy, in vindication of his ri^t. How- 
the riiatt^r was determined is not faid, but the dif- 
pute ended, after the contendmg parties had wafted 
Meatli and the adjoining diftridks. 

At this thne, the King granted to CBrian, prince 
<rf that territory, the country of Thomond to be 
held by fern, during his minority, for which he wa*" 

to 
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to pay ^ fiht of a thpufand marks and a hundred 
and thirty marks yearly. 

HfiNRY had promifed protedlion to his Iriffi fub- 
jedts, without partiality or diftindkionr Too often 
have kings flighted their engagements, prompted by 
intereft or ambition. To Richard De Burgo, the 
defcendant of that fadlious b^rOrt who had bid defi- 
ance to the goverrmicnt of his father^ and \yhofe re- 
turn' to obedience had been, in d goad meafure, ow- 
ing to the conduct and valour of Cathal, he granted 
the whole df Connaught- For his fervice:s, .Cathal 
merited a more grateful return : By giving, up i large 
fhare of his poffeifions to John, h^ fhewed a dippfition 
to live upori terms of peace and amity with thfe Eag- 
liflii hq was, befides, an immediate defcendant of 
Roderic, the acknowledged h^a4 and reprefentative 
of the natives, to? whom the feith of Henr)'^ tjie Se- 
cond had been publicly pledged, in. fecurity of their 
rjghts. Soon* after this iniquitous and diflionourable 
^doIation of hi?, property, he; jii?d. The fubje<ftsof 
this unfortunate prince, fupporteii by CyMal of Tir- 
Owen, without paying any regard to the grant of 
Henry, placed his brother Tirljiugh on the throne 
of Comiaught ; 'but Maurifca deprived him of • the 
fovereignty and fubftituted in his place ^dh, a fon- 
of . Cathal. ; . T-Wsy . we have reafon to fu ppofe, . was 
done with a vieW to fow the.feeds^ of diffention 
among the men of Connaught, that De B.Mrgo might 
be enabled to cftabliih bis claim. . But $he Englifli 
foon found that they could placet no.xpnfidence on 
iEdh ; he quarrelled with them ; was defeated and 
afterwards fcil^d, ^ in a tumult; ^ Huberf^De Burgo, 
jufticiary of En^and, being made deputy ofr Iseland, 
appointed^ as. his fubflitute^ bis kinfman Ridia|tl^£)e 

Burgo^ 
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Bufgo, who, having difphced Tirlaiigh, whom thie 
people of Connaught had reinftated in the fovereign 
authority, placed Feidlim on the throne, another 
fon of Cathal. 

Whatever confidence De Burgo might have 
placed in Feidlim, as favourable to his views, this 
prince fcorned to make conceffions inconfiftent with 
his honor and the privileges of his fubjefts. Pro- 
voked by this difappointment, the Deputy joined his 
forces to Tirliu^ and made war upon Feidlim. 
Feidlim exerted himfelf with vigour, and after feve- 
ral reverfes of fortune, found himfelf, in fpite of all 
oppofition, feated on the throne. 

By this time, Hubert De Burgo had fallen under 
the difpleafure of the king. Feidlim, refolving to 
improve the favourable opportunity of relieving 
himfelf firom the power of his enemies, paffed over 
to Ei^land and laid his complaints at the foot of the 
throne. He fupplicated the king to take him under 
his protedlion. Henry liftcned with favour to fo 
juft ah application ; wrote to Maurice Fitzgerald, at 
that time deputy, ** to pluck out by the root that 
fruitlefs plant John De Burgo, which Hugh De Burgo 
had planted in thofe parts, that it might bud no 
more.** In the afts of injuftice done to the prince of 
Connaught, John De Burgo had been particularly in- 
ftrumental. Orders were given by the king, and 
executed, that Feidlim fliould remain undifturbed in 
the pofleflion of his territories. 

Du R I N G the adminiftration of Richard De Burgo, 
Henry tranfmitted to him an order by which he was 
Commanded, at. a certain day and place, to fummon 
the archbiihops, biftiops, abbots, priors, earls, ba- 
fdns^ knights, freeholders , and flierifFs, and in their 

prefence^ 
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f>refenoe, to caufe to be read publicly the chaxter-of 
.bis father John, to which the feal pendent was ^»i- 
nexed, and that in obedience to it they ihouid fwear 
that the laws and culloms of England QiovHd be ob^ 
ferved in Ireland^ and that in behalf of the ktn^ be 
4Siould comniiand the laws atnd cuftonls tontabifil in 
faid charter to be firmly held ^nd obferv^ iii ^ fe» 
veial counties of Ireland^ of wlttch^ public proclama- 
tion, in each of diem^ refpe^tively, fiiould be made» 
that none (hould prefume to dJi£obey his M^efty*s 
conanazK}^ This was a hew^ ja ptfbiic and a folemn 
ratificatidn of our privileges as freemen ami parta* 
kers of the benefit of the Engtifh conftitution, which> 
like the prededsig grants^ was w txtGod npt only to 
the Englilh of the pale, bat to thofe of tbe natives, 
who, at any fiiture period, fhoidd be rccctvcd on 
the fame footing as fubjedb o( the King of Britain. 
From the moment that an Iirihmaii rerioimced his 
ancient form of policy, codiented to hold his ImS, 
^s an Englilh tenure, and was admitted to be go- 
verned by Eiiglifli kw, he was entitled, in their ful- 
fcft extent, to all the Stberties derived from theBri^- 
(tiih cooAittttion* 

Farewell. 

L E T T P K XLVIIL 

HENRY was n6t laijight Wifdom by the re- 
cent example of the misfortunes wWch were 
the confequence <>f his fethef 's folly. Of proftfgate 
morals, and fMrOfufely extra^Vagatit, he was always 
needy. Not f%ipplied with money, as he defired^ 
by his barons, on whaiA his demands w^re eodlefs, 
b^ invaded their privileges without any regard to 

Magna 
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Magna Charta. Of thofe who exprcflfed them- 
felrcs difiatisiied with his extortions, young Rich- 
ard, Ion of the Earl of Pembroke, late Protcdtor of 
England, was particularly diftinguifhed. For this, 
tile king marked him out as an obje^ of his high 
difplcafure. To avoid the confequence of Henry's 
rcfentment, Richard, with a number of his friends, 
•fled to Wales, and from thence to Ireland, where, 
in right of his father, he poffeffed lands, to a very 
confiderable extent. Defcended from Earl Strong- 
bow, and, by his mother, from an Irifti chieftain, he 
had, independent of his property in this kingdom, 
extenfive influence. 

Bbporb he reached Ireland, Fitzgerald, the de- 
puty, the De Lacys, Richard De Burgo, Maurifco, 
with other barons, had received orders from Henry 
to fecure Pembroke, on his arrival in this kingdom. 
To engage them the more efFcAually to this fervice, 
the lands of the Earl Marflial, in Ireland, declared 
to be forfeited by his mifcondu^ was granted to 
them, and to their heirs for ever. The. temptation 
had, on the minds of thefe ungenerous barons, it^s 
foil effed. They determined to execute the king's 
command. But, as Pembroke was powerful, trea- 
chery was neceflary, which they did not fcruple to 
employ for accompltj[hing their infamous defign. 

Maurisco afiiimed the appearance of friend (hip 
foi* Richard; encouraged him not only to affert his 
own perfonal rights but to reduce the whole king- 
dom. The unfortunate earl fell into the fnare. 
When he had recovered his own poffefficms, he took 
Limerick and extended his incurfions. As he was 
now two great a criminal to hope for pardon, his 
enemica threw off the mallei toki. him they could no 

longer 
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longer be fpeftators of his rebellion ; to reduce him 
to obedience by force was now become their indif- 
penfible duty. But, fay they, we wifh to avoid the 
cffufion of blood, and are willing to compromife the 
matter by a treaty. Having no fufpicion of their 
intention, he complied and met them, for this pur- 
pofe, on the plains of Kildare. The barons pro- 
pofeda truce, with which Pembroke would not com- 
ply. The fword, they then declared, muft imme- 
diately decide the quarrel. At the moment of onfet, 
Maurifco, wTio till now had continued his feigned 
attachment to the Earl, drew off his followers and 
left Pembroke to oppofe a hundred and fifty men, 
with no more than fifteen followers. Having taken 
an affeftionate farewell of a tender brother whom 
he had in his train and difmifled him, he fupported 
the charge of his aflailants with heroic valour. They 
were vile aflaflins. One of them plunged a dagger 
Into his back. The wound proved mortal of which 
lie died a little after. 

When this tranfaftion was known in England, 
the people, with whom Pembroke was a favourite, 
and the difcontented lords who confidered him as one 
of the moll aftive and moll powerful defenders of 
the common caufe, were exceedingly provoked. 
The King, dreading the effeft of the general indigiia-^ 
tion excited in England upon account of it, and the 
refentment of the Irilh, efpecially of Leinfter, who 
were ready to break out into open hoftilities, put on 
the cloak of hypocrify ; pretended to be deeply af- 
fefted by the death of Pembroke, denied that he had 
given the fanftion of his authority to this a€l of the 
Deputy and his accomplices, and veiled Gilbert, the 
brother of the deceafed Earl^ with the honor of 

knighthood. 
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knighthood, and with all the rights and pofTeffions of 
the family. . 

Gilbert being in favour with the King, Fitzge- 
rald, who had been very inftrumental in procuring 
the death of his brother, dreading his refentment, 
went over to England, and pacified him by arts of 
the vileft infincerity. 

We have feen the infamous behaviour of De 
Burgo, with rcfpeiSt to Earl Pembroke. To this, in 
concurrence with the deputy, he added another at^- 
tack upon Feidlim. He fdzed part pf his territt>- 
Xi^s. Before Fitzgerald left England, the Prince of 
Connaught appeared in the prefehce of Henry and 
complained of the injury. He confined his accufa- 
tion to De Burgo, either gained by .the addrefs or 
afraid of the power of the deputy. The king com- 
manded Fitzgerald and the nobility of Ireland to ba- 
nifli De Burgo and to ufe their endeavours to rein- 
fiate Feidlim in the poffeffion of his rights. He felt 
this aft of juftice with gra^titude. Shortly after, 
the King, being engaged in boftilities with the Wellh, 
lummoned his liege fubjedts of Ireland to his aid. 
None of them obeyed, except Feidlim. Had Fitzge- 
rald given Henry effeftual afliftance, he might have 
prevented the mortification and diftrefs in which ffe 
was involved, in that unfortunate expedition. Bur 
he negledted his duty^ on which account, the King re- 
moved him from the government of Ireland and fub- 
ftituted in his place Sir John, the brother of GeofFry 
Maurifco. . • 

Adieu. 
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LETTER XLIX. 

VARIOUS diftraaionsy at this period, difturbed 
th€ peace of Iteknd. The feudal barons were 
BK)ft impatient of control, ever unwilling to be di^ 
redled in their condudt by the regular principles of 
government. To reftrain them and all the King's 
immediate fubjeds in tMs country from irregularities 
deftrudive of the public tranquility, three different 
times, during the prefent reign, a grant of the En- 
gli(h laws and coiiftitution was tranfinitted to Ireland* 
The following writ which Henry now fent over to 
this kingdom, may be confidered as his fourth grant 
to us of the liberties of England. " Becaufe for the 
common benefit of the land of Ireland and the unity 
of the King's territories, the King, by the advice of 
his councellors, hath provided that all the laws and 
cuftonis of the kingdom of England, may be pof- 
fpfled by the kingdom .of Ireland and that it might 
hold and be governed by the fame laws as King 
John, when laft in Ireland, commanded ; becaufe it 
is the pleafure of the King that the common laws of 
England may be current in Ireland, in like manner, 
under the authority of the King's new feal, it is 
commanded to the archbifliops, bifliops, abbots, 
priors^ earls, barons, 8cc. that for the peace and tran- 
quility of the faid land, they may permit them- 
felves to be governed by the faid laws and that they 
may be obferved throughout the land." This char- 
ter is to be found among the patent rolls in the tow- 
er. Tg what a wretched ftate of weaknefs muft the 
government of Ireland have been reduced, at this 
period, when it was necaffary that it's legiflators 

ihould 
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fhofutd be re<}<ieftcd bjr the King to t)efmH tteftn 
felves to be amenable to tew ? The weakneft of th^ 
fovereign and the turbulence of the IrUh grandees 
are here equally cbnfpicuous. 

In the year twelve hundred and fifty three, Hen* 
ry having projedad ^ marriage betwixt hi^ fon 
Prince Edward and the In£anta of Spain, he nuide a 
grant of this kingdom, with certain exceptions, to 
him and to his heirs for ever. Provifion however 
was made, in this conveyance, that Ireland ihould 
ahtrays be conn^ded with and dependant on the En- 
glifli crown. The various depattmenta of govern- 
rncnt^ here, ' were n6w conducted in the name of 
£dward and fubje£t to his immediate authority. It 
appears that Hei^ry v(^ jealous left his fon ftiould 
withdraw this kifrgdom from it's allegiance to him a^ 
fupreme liege lord. To prevent which, he frequent- 
ly interfered ift his adminifti^atiGli. He would not 
permit him to name fudi deputies as were moft 
^reeable to him ; he fuperfed^d his writs and con?- 
trouled him in other afts of government which hlad 
not the fandion of his own letters patent. 

Had Edward Come over to Ireland, as was once 
defigned, happy, in all probability, would it have 
been for the intereft of this nation^ but the diftrac- 
tions in England, occafioned by his father's impolitic 
adminiftration, and afterwards, an enthufiaftic deiire 
of dif playing his courage and zeal for the church, in 
the Holy Land^ prevented the execution of this 
fcheme. 

In twelve hundted and fifty four, Henry beiiig 
engaged in a war upon the continent in defence of 
his territories in France and preffed for the want of 
affiftance, his queen, as app>ears upon record, tranf- 

N a mittcd 
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mitted to Ireland, the fdtlowing requifition. *^ To 
the archbilhops, bifhops, abbots^ priors, carls, barons, 
burgcffes, ' freemen. Intreating from themafliftancc 
of men and money againft the King of Caftile who 
has invaded Gafcony, the compliance *with which will 
turn to their immortal honor." This, as Mr. Moly- 
neau^ obferves, is one convincing proof of the anti- 
quity of our parliament, and alfo fhews that neither 
men nor money could be r^ifed m Ireland without 
it's ccmfent^ 

Miserable was the ftate of Ireland ^at this pe- 
riod. M*Arthy rofe in arms to expel the Englifli 
from Defmond which lie claimed as his a"iicient patri- 
mony. The Geraldines, who now afted indepen-* 
dent df all government, engaged him in battle. The 
event was fatal to them- Tholnas Fitzgerald and his 
fon, eighteen tarons, fifteen knights, and many 
other of their adherents ^rilhed upop this occafion. 
Walter De Burgo next attacked M'Arthy, flew him 
and ravaged his country. The general confufion 
was likewife encreafed by a quarrel which broke out 
between the De Burgos and the family of Fitzgerald. 
Maurice Fitzgerald and two of his partizans were fo 
violent in this difpute as to feize the perfons of Rich- 
ard De Capella Lord Juftice, Richard De Burgo, 
together with Butler, Cogan and others, and caft 
them into prifon. A parliament which met fome 
time after at Kilkenny fet them at liberty. 

In England, the barons, for the fame reafons 
which hadiprovoked their difpleafure againft John, 
were enemies to the government of Henry. The 
clergy were of the fame fentiments, and the people, 
now raifcd to greater confequence in the political 
fcale, flood forth alfo in oppofition to his tyranny. 

This 
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This country, on which, ts well as on England, he 
laid a heavy hand, felt moft fenfibly his extortions* 
Ireland was likcwife diftrefled fronv another quarter. 
By authority from the Pope, a number of hungry Ita- 
lian ccclefiaftics poured into it, t^ prey upon the in- 
duftry of it's inhabitants. The cfergy from England 
imitated their example. Againft the latter, in plar- 
ticular, the refentment of the Irifh cliergy was excited, 
to a high degree. Refolving to free themfefves fronl 
this linreafohable burden, they publilhed a fpirited 
ordinance^ tn ^xclufion of every Engliih ecclefiaftic 
from holding a canonicate 'm any of their churches-. 
It appears however that our own clergy who were 
thus diffatisfied with this encroachment on their own 
privileges, afpired to a domination over the rights of 
the laity which fliews thiat they ppffcfli^d a large por-* 
tion of the fpirit of the times. 

In twelve hundred and fixty eight, Sir Robert 
De UfFord was appointed lord deputy, who was not 
more fortunate, in the government of this country^ 
than his immediate predcceflbrs. During his admiw 
niftration, the Irilh made an attack upon the caftb 
of Rbfcommon which they reduced.. Upon this, the 
Englifli took the field an^ came to- an engagement 
with the enemy, at Glenbu-rry^ The particulars of 
this memorable battle are not upon record ; we only 
know that the Englifb were entirely defeated, a 
great number of their men being killed and taken 
prifoners. 

Worn out by the infirmities of age and by a vajn 
riety ' of adverfe occurrences which purfued him 
through a great part of his lifc,^ Henry died, the fix;- 
tecnth of November, in the year twelve hundred and 
feventy two. His reign was prolonged to the. very 

N 3 uncommon 
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Uncommon pcrldd of fifty fik years. The diaraft^r 
of this pnnce was diftinguiflied by raeannefs, capriee, 
a violence of t^mpeT and an attachment to fovouritcs, 
which altogetheiP«ttqUftUfied him for the duties of 
government. Inftead of recommending himfelf to 
the confidence of His people^ he facrificed their good 
opinion, for the fake of prefent convenience^ to paf- 
fions which led hiwi to encroach upon their rights*. 
, We are told that he was religious ; it (hould r'ather 
be faid that he was devoted to fti|>erflition. Hence, 
he fufFered his fubje(9:s to becxpofedv in a (hameftil 
manner, to the ambition, the avarice and rapacity 
of the Roman pontiff. : ' 

Farewell. 

L E T T E R L. 

PR.INCE Eidward having returned from Palef- 
tine eminently diftingiiiilied * by the glory of 
military atchieVments, was crowned King of Eng- . 
iand, upon th^ death of his feth<!t Henry. 

In Ireland, the barons, knights and other vaflafe, 
tobk the ufual oalhs of altegiance. This affected 
Tubmiffion was imniediately followed by afts ofhof- 
tility againfl: his government. Fitzmairricfe, the go- 
vernor, having attempted to fupprefs fome of thefe 
infurreftions in Leinlter, was made prifoner. Glen- 
ville, his Tuceeffory was equally unfortu- 
nate, for being called into the field, on a 
•fimilar occafion, he was defeated* 

The North Britons, taking tidvanfage of thefc 
diforders, made a fudden incurfion into this king- 
dom, deftroycd feveral towns and villages and car- 
ried ofFvefy confiderable plunder. Irritated. by this 

unprovoked 
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unprovoked violende, Richard De Byrgo and Sr Eu- 
ftace Le Poer^ with their adherents, invaded the 
lilands of Scotland and retaliated upon the aggref* 
fors- 

Thomas Le Clare, Son of the Earl of Gloucefter, 
in the year twelve hundred and fcventy four, receiv- 
jed from Edward a grant in Thomond of confiderable 
extent. To encreafis his influence or gratify a needy 
favourite, it was ufual with the King of England, to 
make grants of knd in Ireland, without confidering 
whether fuch a&s couJd be reconciled to foiemn 
treaties entered into with the natives ; whether this 
was not difpofmg of pofleflions which he could not 
tranirfer from the p-efent proprietors, without doing 
violence to the dit^ates both of juftice and humanity. 
Would men, not utterly deftitutc of all fpirit and of 
every regard to their own intereft fubmit quietly to 
fuch encfoaehments ? How ccmld an Efiglilh mo^ 
tiarch complain of the turbulence of the' IriA when 
he thus wantonly provoked them to rife up in rebel'- 
lion againit his government ? 

When Le Clare attempted to take poffeflion of 
his grant, he met with the moft determined oppofi- 
lion from the CXBrianfi. In the firft conflidt, O'Brian 
Roe, ^t this time King of Thomond, was taken and 
executed, but he had fons who vindicated his caufe. 
By a ftratagem, they drew Le Clare, with his father- 
in-law Maurice and their forces into a pafs furroiind- 
ed by mountains, compelled them to make fatisfac^ 
tion for the death of their father, to give hoftages 
for their good behaviour in feture and to relinquidi 
all pretenfions to the territory of Thomond* 

Notwithstanding the natural attachment of 
the Iriih to their own laws, fome of the chieftains, 

in 
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in the preceding reign, haraffed by oppreflion, had 
applied to Henry to take them under the protedlion 
of the Englifti law ; he wifely Complied with their 
defire. So long as the greateft part of the nation 
was governed by it*a own diftinft political inftitu- 
tibns, the authority of the fovereign was limited in 
proportion, and the caufes of dilfentlon multiplied. 
To encourage the Irilh to fubmit to the Britilh go- 
vernment muft always have been a favourite objeA 
with the crown. But it was not a favourite objeA 
with the principal adventurers- A liege fubjeft of 
the King, upon the principles of the Britifli confti- 
tution, poffeffed a fecurity againft the violation of 
his rights, which a native, not received to that pri-r 
vilege, did not enjoy. Lands held by a native as 
an Englifh tenure could not be granted to another, 
and if he was treated illy being cotpprehended with- 
in the liniits of the law, it provided for him a re- 
drcfs of injury, tlence^ the barDHs^ who wiflied to 
indulge without reftraint and without punifhment, 
their rapacious difpofitions^ at the expence* of the 
Iriib, oppofed their being admitted to this advan- 
tage. Of this^ the prefent period exhibits a ftriking 
inftance. A body of natives^ fcourged by oppref- 
fion, applied to Edward to grant them the pMrivilege 
of being governed by the laws of England. They 
entreated Jiim earneftly to comply with their requeft. 

1 280 '^'^^y ^^^ niore. They offered him fix thou- 
fand marks if he would gratify their ^ defire* 
tJpon which^ the King commanded Robert De Uf- 
ford, at this time deputy of Ireland,; to take council 
with the prelates, barons and commpns, relative to 
this matter, cxprefling, at the fame time, his defire 
ftnd that of the Englifh council, that they fhould 

gratify 
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gratify the Irifh. But, for the reafoas mentioned 
above, no Heps were taken" towards the accDniplifh- 
ment of their wiflies. Some time after, they renew- 
ed their application, but were equally unfuccefsfuJ. 
. The misfortune of De Clare, in his difpute with 
the O'Brians, had not taught him a regard to juftice. 
He once more intermedled in the affairs of Tho- 
mond. Two chieftains, that he might profit by the 
comjDctition, were infligated by him to commence 
hoftilities.. But the magnaniniity of thdr Prince 
M'Arthy.difeppointed his expeftation- He addreflcd 
them with the warmth of patriotifm ? pointed out 
how pernicious fuch conterrtions were to their inte- 
rcft.and the advantages derived from them to the 
common enemy. His arguments prevailed. They 
laid afide their animofities and were reconciled. Had 
the example of M^Arthy been imitated and had the 
fame difpofition influenced the princes and the chief^ 
tains of Ireland, what difgrace and what effufion of 
blood would it have faved to tliis unhappy kingdom ! 
The difpute which Mac Dermod of May Lurg had, 
at this time, with the King of Connaught, terminat- 
ed in a manner very different from that mentioned 
above. They came to ^n engagement, in which the 
King of Connaught, was flain and two thoufand men. 
Upon hearing this, De Ufford was fummoned, by 
the King, to inform him why he permitted fuch quar- 
rels to happen under his adminiftration ? The De- 
puty replied, " That he thought it expedient to 
iuffer one knave to deftroy another to iavc expence 
to the King and to purchafe the peace of the land.** 
Edward pleafed with this anfwer, bad him, with a 
fmile, to return to Ireland. The minifter who eic- 
prcffed himfelf in this manner and the prince who 

could 



tjo THE HISTORY 

could hear fuch language with approbation^ nujft 
have been fent by Heaven, in it's wrath, as a fcourgc 
to the nation, who had the misfortune to be under 
their government* 

Adieu. 

LETTER LL 

FOR a century paft, it had been ufual with the 
kings of England, when they wanted. money 
from their fubjeds, to afk it for the pretended putr. 
pofe of making an expedition to the Holy Land. 
This fervicc they knew was always agreeable to 
the people and particularly to the clergy. With 
this pretence, Ecjward now applied to the Pope to 
alUft Mm in obtaining a fupply from the clergy of 
this country. His Holinefs, with his ufiial pious li- 
berality, granted him a tenth of their revenues. 
The King, not fatisfied with this exorbitant impofi- 
tion, added to it the demand of a fifteenth. The 
conduit of the clergy did them honor upon this oc- 
cafion* They abfoluteiy refufed to fubmit to this 
fliamefiil extortion. ^ 

His Majefty being probably informed that his 
fervants in this kingdom were accuftomed to pur- 
chafje large eftates, which he thought had a tendency 
to render them too powerful, tranfmitted an ordi- 
nance, by which he prohibited the Juflicc of Ireland, 
or any other of his oflicers here, to purchafe lands, in 
this country, without his licence, on pain of for- 
feiture. This illegal order was iffued by the autho- 
rity of the King and council, not by that of the 
Engliih parliament, for he held no parliament in the 
Seventeenth year of his reign, which is the dat^ of 

the 
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the ordinance. It was at a later period that the 
parlkment of England afljimed a po.wcr o£ making 
laws to bind us. - ■ 

Nothing was more common .than for the Depu* 
ties of Ireland to abufe their triift. The prefent 
year, twelve hundred and ninety, hk Majefty ap- 
pointed Lord Jiifticc.of this kingdom William Dc 
Vefey, who was married to an heirefe of the family 
^f Pembrdce, and, in her right, poiFefled the county 
of Kildare wirii other diftridts. iA quarrel arofe be- 
twixt him and John Fitzthomas Fitzgerald, baron of 
OflEkly. They acoifed each other of high treafon, 
and carried on the difputc, for fome time, with great 
bitternefs. De Veiey charged his opponent with he?- 
ing fadious, more drfpofed to lemploy his power in 
creating diflentions among his fellow fubjedts, than 
to preferve the public tranquility. Fitzgerald, with 
iftrong exprcffions of refentment and contempt, re- 
torted the accufation upon the Lord Juftice. They 
haftened to England, made their complaints of eack 
other to Henry, and were permitted, upon a certain 
day, to plead their caufe before the King and coun- 
cil. The fpeeches which they are faid to have made 
upon the occafion, and which are prcferved Upon 
record, prefent a ftriking pidure of the rough un- 

polifhed manner^ of the times. • ^ 

Against the accufation of De Vefey, who fpoke 
iirft, Fitzgerald defended himfelf at confiderable 
length. He concluded his fpeech with this defi- 
ance^: " To juftify that I am a true fubjeft, and 
that thou, Vefey, art an arch traitor, to God and my 
king, here, in the prefence of his Highnefs, and in 
the hearing of this honourable aflembly, I challenge 
the combat/* Vefey accepted the challenge, and 

the 
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the day was fixed when this important tryal was to 
be determined- It Jlrrived. The lifts were ready, 
and a crowd of fpeftators waited, in anxious expecSta- 
tion of the event. But Vefey did not appear ; he 
had withdrawn privatefy to France. This was con- 
fidered as an acknowledgment of his guik. His lands 
Were forfeited to the crown^ which- the king trans- 
ferred to Fit2gerald, and fettled them upon him and 
his heirs for ever. An inftancc happened of a dif- 
pute being determined in England, by this rnethod 
of fingle comba;t, even fo Fate as the feventeenth 
century. The fuccefs of Fitzgerald m this difpute 
rendered him niore reftlefs and turbulent. He' at- 
tacked BUrgo Earl of Ulfter, and having vanquiftied 
him and his brother, he caft them into prifon where 
they lay until they were, fet at liberty by a parlia- 
jnent- which met, fbme time after,, at Kilkenny. 
This* parliament, regukrly convened by writs iffiied 
to the barons, clergy, arid alfo for two knights from 
each county, was fummoned with a view to put i 
•ftop, if poffible, to thofe feuds,, whidi fo much di^' 
-ftrafted this unlrappy kingdom. . 

The .ordmances of this aflembry defer ve to.be 
particularly mentioned. As a matter of much, con- 
fequence to the regular adminifkation of juftice, 
and, which does not appear before this to hatve come 
•under the , cognizance of parliament, rt was deter- 
mined that each county fhould be,a feparate diftri6l, 
and provided with a fherifF to take care of it's civil 
concerns. With refpeft to thofe who had fettle- 
nfierits on the limits of the pale, they were enjoined 
•to be more particularly attentive to their diity, to 
•prevent thofe , hoftile invafions fo deftruftive to the 
public welfare. A law was framed relative to the 

cftablifliment 
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cftablifliment of a general militia and to the means 
neceflary for it's regular fupport. A particular law 
was alfo enacted for imiting in intereft the Englifli 
of the pale and to etigage them to give each other 
mutual ailiftance, when their fettlcments were at- 
tacked. 

It was uftial for the barons to netain a number of 
diforderiy dependants, who, being, on every occaiion^ 
the ready inftrumcnts of gratifying their ambition, 
their revenge, or their avarice, greatly contributed 
to diffurb the public peace-, lifcewife, by encreaf- 
ing their expence, they rendered them more needy, 
and, of courfe, more rapacious* It was therefore 
enabled, by this parliament, that Ae number of 
thefe followers (hould be diminifhed, and that no ba- 
ron fhould make war, except liberty for that purpofc 
was obtained either from the King or chief governor. 

Nothing could be more reproachful to the Eng- 
lifli and deftructive to the ftate, than to violate the 
ftipufaitions which they entered into with the Irifti. 
Thefe (faould have been made upon fair and honou-* 
rable terms, and when concluded, held fecred. A 
law was enacted for this purpofe. 

To prevent the Engli(h from conforming to the. 
drefs of the natives and from cutting their hair after 
their manner, was the objedt of another law. 

It was thought to be of ufe that two barons, in 
the abfence of the Lord Deputy, ftiould, in thefe di- 
ilridts where the natives had fettlements, be veiled 
with authority to treat with them of all matters in 
which the public tranquility was concerned. An a<5t . 
relative to this was the laft of the prefcnt parliament. 
Thefe ads had not the defired efFedt. If there be 
Dot a ciertain fimilarity betwixt the manners of a 

people 
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people aiid the laws, fhey can have but iittlf^ influ- 
ence on their conduit- 

Notwithstanding the pains taken at. this 
lime, by the legiflature, to prevent civil cpmmo- 
ticms, the O'Connors, Mac Arthys and a number of 
other chieftains, were, (hortly after, up in arms. Ta 
defend Leinller from their attacks, the Engfifh 
found it neccffary to colled their forces to that 
quarter, from the otbei: ptovinccs. The King of 
England was at this time*^ engaged in a w^ with 
Scotland, in which he had called oVer to his aid John 
Fitzthomas, the Earl of Ulfter, and a number of their 
followers. The natives were always difpofed, as 
might naturally be cxp^fted, to femfeace fuch op- 
portunities of attejnpting the recovery of theiir rights. 
Whim the affairs of this kingdom were embroifcd 
by the evils of inteftine diffention, King Edward 
died. He lived fixty nine years, thirty five of which 
he had fat upon the Engfifh throne. 

The conduft of this prince was favourable to the 
profperity and to the liberties of England : As to this 
country, for the welfare of which he took no effec- 
tual meafures, it continued, as we have fecn, pretty' 
jnuch in the fame fituation. 

Adieu. 

LETTER LIL 

EDWARD tlie Second, (on of the deceafed 
King, was the heifr of hiii crown, but inherited 
none of his refpeftable qualitfes. England, during 
his reign, loft the confequence to whi^h it was ralfed 
by the politic and fpirited government of his father. 
This prince was not to be taught wifdom by ex- 
ample 
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ftmpl^ not improved by advice. It was one of the 
laft inftruAions of his fether that he fhould never 
admit to his counfels Gavefton, an unworthy favou- 
rite, to whora he had been attached. As a proo^ 
how much ht refpedted this advice, fcarcely had life 
departed from Edward, when he recalled Gavefton 
from banifliment, and diftinguifhed him by particu- 
lar matks of his confidence and aSedtior^. But he 
became fo obnoxious to the nobility that he waiJ 
obliged to go, a fecond time, into banifliment. To 
make his exile as honourable sts poffible, Edwar4 
lent him to Ireland as fucceffor to Sir John Wogan 
who had acquitted himfelf, in the office of Deputy^ 
with coniiderable reputation. In this ftation, the 
vigour of his military atchievments, rendered Ga- 
vefton refpeftable* Of a graceful exterior and dif- 
tinguiihed by courtly manners, liberality and cou^ 
rage, the foldiers fou^t undeir his banner with 
chearfulnefs and fpirit* But the barons entertained 
Tery different fentiments. Accuftomcd to treat 
their chief governors with little deference, the felf 
importance and the haughty demeanor which he af- 
fumed towards them and maintained, excited their 
averfion. Had not Gavefton been foon recalled, the 
mutual jealoufy which fubfiftecj betwixt him and De 
Burgo, Earl of Ulfter, would probably have broken 
out into open hoftilities. 

Op all the barc^s, De Btirgo could kaft bear the 
idea of a competitor. About this time however he 
rnet with a njortifying ftroke. To eftabliih a claim 
in the territory of Thomond^ he marched there with 
an army. Richard De Clare, at the head of the Ge- 
raldmes, met him in the field, defeated* and took 
Um prifoncc The difpute however terminated by 

the 
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the marriage of two of his daughters with Maurice 
and Thomas Fitzjohn. 

Upon the removal of Gavefton, Sir John Wogan 
was reitiftated in the office of deputy. In February, 
thirteen hundred and nine, a parliament was held at 
Kilkenny, in which a variety of laws were enacted, 
for compofing the difcords of the kingdom and im- 
proving it's conftitution- Of this parliament Prynne 
takes particular notice. The beginning of the fol- 
lowing year, another parliament was held at Kildare. 
This year, a matter happened which would be alto- 
gether unworthy of notice, were it not a ftriking in- 
ftance of the fupcrftition of the times. 

Richard De Havering had been appointed by 
the Pope Archbifhop of Dublin ; but, as his title was 
difputcd, he had not been confecrated. An unfavoura- 
ble dream relating to the matter, was confidered by 
him as fo decifive a proof of the illegality of his title 
that he relinquilhed his dignity. 

Ou R attention is now called to more interefting 
occurrences. Edward, animated by the fame ambi- 
tious views, with refpect to that nation, for which 
his father was remarkable, led a powerful army into 
North Britain. Wallace, the gallant hero,, whofe 
name, to this day, is remembered by his country- 
men with honor, and with diftinguifhed gratitude, 
had loft his life fighting in defence of their liberties. 
Robert Bruce, fon of that Robert who had been 
competitor for the Scotch throne, animated by the 
fame fpirit, and zealous in fupport of the rights of 
his family, flood forth upon this occafion, and gave 
the forces of Edward a fignal overthrow at Ban- 
nockburn. The fplendor of his fuccefs made fo 
deep an impreffion on the Scotch, that they' placed 

him 
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him on the throne. Edward^ his brother, who had 
fliared with him in his dangers and in his viftory, 
thought Wmfclf entitled to an equal recompence for 
his fervices. Robert would not divide with his bro- 
ther the honours of the crown which he defired. 
However, to gratify his ambition, he confented that 
he fliould be acknowledged his fucccffor. But, as 
Edward was of an aftive and enterprifing <iifpofition^ 
it wdSs expedient to employ Mm in fuch a manner as 
would divert his attention from any fcheme dcftruc- 
tive of the public peace. A fevourable opportunity 
was prefented from Ireland. Deep was the impref- 
fion of refentment made upon the minds of the Irilh 
by the fetal ftroke diredtcd by the Englifh againft 
the indepenfience of their country. A confiderablo 
number of them had been expelled from their pof- 
feflions ; the reft would not be admitted to the be- 
nefit of Engliih law. A fet of .needy and rapacious 
adventurers paffing over from -Britain, in a confiant 
fucceffion, made no fcruple of ienriching thcmfelves 
by the moft unjuftifiablc methods. There was not 
a native who could be fecure from their rapacity. 
Diftreffed by this galling yoke, they ardently wiflied 
to be emancipated. A profpcft now opened wMch 
feemed to flatter their defires. Edward ,had met 
with a fignal defeat ; there was no vigour in his ad- 
miniftration ; his Engliih fubjcfts were difaffedted to 
his government. It was very natural to fuppofe 
that the brave people who had vanquiftied the tyrant 
and who were in a fituation very funilar to their 
own, would be willing to take them under their pro- 
teAion. Imprefled by thefe fentiments, a number 
of chieftains in the North, threw themfelves for aid 
upon the King of Scotland, whofe dominions were 
Vol. I. O contiguous 
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contigjLious and with .whofe fubjcAs they were con- 
nested by the ties of confanguinity. Robert Bruce 
laid the matter before his brother Edward and point- 
ed Wt Ireland to him as ^ objeft worthy of his am- 
bition. Edward engaged immediately in the bud- 
nefs. iBut he was predprtatc. Neither he nor the 
Irifh were fufficiently prepared for fo arduous an 
enterprife. The firft attempt nufcarried. This mif- 
fortune however did not intimidate Bruce. Deter- 
mined to profecute the defign, at the head of fix 
thoufand men, he landed in the North of Ireland 
on the fifth of May in the year thirteen hundred 
and fifteen. His army was joined by conliderable 
numbers of the Irifh whofe leaders ratified with 
. Bruce tJie neceffary articles of ftipulation. The aft 
was voluntary, they were therefore to fight as free- 
men« De Courcey and his defoendants had violated 
the ri^s. of the natives ; they had flaughtered them 
without mercy, robbed them of their property and 
driven thetn from itheir habitations. Thofe who had 
fet fuch an example of injuftice and cruelty could not 
.complain when they themfelves were treated in the 
fame manner. On the prefent occafion, the Englifli 
fettlcrfe of Ulfter, felt the refentment of thofe whom 
they had thus wantonly oppreflcd in it*s mod awfiil 
confequcnces. They, were driven from their ufurp- 
ed acquifitions by the Irilh, who fpread, wherever 
they came, havoc and devaftation. In a ftate of 
fociety fo uncivilized, revenge is a ruling paffion. 

Adieu. 
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LETTER UII. 

ROUSED by the danger whidh threatened his 
ipoffeffiofis with deftrudtion, the Earl of Ulfter 
anned his folk)w.ers, and, joitied :by the provincial 
troops of i^cidlim 0*Connor Prince of Connaught, 
marched forth to oppofe the enemy. The two ar- 
mies met and engaged near Coleraine. Bruce was 
yiftorious, after which, he reduced Garrickfergus. 
Animated by this fuccefs, he moved forwards into 
the country, expelled the Engliih fettlers and carried 
his ,arms beyond the province of -Ulfter. Roger 
Mortimer, at the head of a body of forces, advan- 
ced to flop his progrefs, but he was not more fortu- 
nate than De Burgo. Having come up with the 
Scotch and hifli at Kenlis in Meath his troops were 
defeated. ViSory crowned the arms of Bruce with 
new laurels at Skerries^ where, on the twenty fixth 
of January, thirteen hundred and fixie^n, he en- 
countered the Englifh army led in perfon by Sir Ed-^ 
mond Butler the Lord. Juftice. 

Edward returned to Dundalk where he was 
crowned King of Ireland! His aflfairs began now to 
wear a very favourable afpeft. We have obferved 
that Feidlim, Prince of Connaught, had been an au- 
xiliary to De Burgo ; during his abfence in that ex- 
pedition, a chieftain took advantage^ of this cir- 
cumftance to deprive him of his terTitory. Alarmed 
by this infurredtion, Feidlim returned immediately 
from Ulfter, ^defeated his rival and re-eftabli(hed his 
authority. Having fettled this affair to his fatisfac- 
tion, and being encouraged by the fuccefs of his re- 
volted countrymen to avow his real fcntiments, he 

O z threw 
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threw ofF the malk and openly declared in their fa- 
vour. O'Brianof Thortiond, and other petty princes 
of Munfter and Meath, together with the clergy, 
engaged warmly in the fame caufe. An account o? 
the proceedings of Edward, having reached his bro- 
ther in Scotland, he paffed over to his afliftance. 
Prdfled by the want of provifions, lie returned foon 
to Scotland, but left a body of forces with his bro- 
ther to enable him the more effeftually to profecute 
the war. The army of Edward daily encreafed. 
He was even joined by feveral of the Englifli, in 
particular, by the De Lacys and their partizans. . 

A General and fevere famine had delayed the 
operations of war. 

John Fitzthomas Earl of Kildare, the Earl of Car- 
rick and -other Englifli barons, perceiving the immi« 
nent danger to which their affairs were expofcd, be- 
gan to exert thcmfelves with vigour, in fupport of 
them. A corifiderable force was detached againft 
Feidlim which joined iffue with his troops at Athun- 
ree and entirely dcfeated-them. Feidlim was flain in 
the field of battle. 

Br tj c e; had driven the Earl of Ulfter to Dublin 
whither he followed with, his forces. Finding the 
city too well provided with the means of defence to 
admit of an attack with a reafonable profpeft of fuc- 
cefs, he fpreadhis troops into the neighbouring parts 
which he wafted. 

Mean while, Mortimer of Wigmore, appointed 
Lord Deputy, arrived in Ireland with a fmall force. 
The fljrength of the Englifli army daily encreafed. 
Bruce was no longer a match for .the enemy, to 
whom the fituation of the country was more favou- 
rable. He turned his courfe and with all poffible ex- 
pedition 
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pcditlon arrived, once more, with his army, in the 
province of Ulfter. Mortimer had purfued Ed- 
ward, but finding that he could not overtake him, 
he difmifled the greateft part of his forces, for the 
prcfent, and returned to Dubhn where he held a par- 
liament. The Earl of Ulfter, having defcrted his. 
province and being fufpeded of difloyalty on this 
account, and becaufe he was brother-in-law to the 
King of Scotland, had been feized in Dublin and caft 
into prifon. This parliament took the affair into 
confideration, and, having obliged him to give hofta- 
ges for his good behaviour^ enlarged him. 

The King of England refolvcd to aflift hi$ caufe 
in this country,, which hitherto had been unfuc- 
cefsfiil by the influence of fpiritual aid. For thi$ 
purpofe, he appfied to the Pope and prevailed with 
him to pronounce a- ftntence of excommunication 
againft all his enemies in Ireland., O'Niall of Tir 
Owen, upon the prcfent occafion, a .gallant defender 
of the privileges of hfe country, to prevent the 
effeffcs of this unjuft meafure, repcefented to the poiv- 
tifF,. in warm t^ms* th6 conditions on which lus pre- 
deceflbrs had permitted Henry the Second to invade 
Ireland ; the violations of pubKc faith of which that 
prinpe and the ^nglifti had been guilty, the nume- 
rous wrongs of the natives who now caft themfelvcs 
oil bis clemency. and protedtion. In confequence, 
his Holinefs wrote to the King of England, inform-, 
ing him of the complaints of the.Irifh and exhorting 
him to redrefs4heir grievances. No regard was paid 
to thifr admonition; 

Alexander Bicfcnor, now Lord Juftice, placed 
Sir John - Birmingham at the. head of the Englilh 
forces which amounted to fifteen hundred chofen 

O 3 men. 
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men. They advanced toward the North. Bmce 
g likewifc put his amiy in- rtiotion. The oppo^ 
fite parties met at Dundalk. A fuperiority of 
numbers was on the fide: of the Scotch', but the Eng- 
lilh army was much better appbintcd and well fup- 
plied with provifions. In this- refpeft, they had 
greatly the advantage of the enemy, who, for fbme 
time, could with great difficulty procure the com- 
mon neceflaries of life. The battle b^an. On each 
fide, the combat was ftifhiined wirii intrepid courage. 
At length, victory declared in favour of the Eng- 
Jifti. Bruce was ffain. Robert had onee more landed 
in Ireland with a new reinforcement, but having 
heard of his brother*s defeat, inftead of purfuing a 
caufe which had, in the end, ptttoved fo unfortunate, 
he embarked his trctops and returned to Scotland. 

This unfuccefsful effort of the natives to extri- 
cate themfelves from the oppreffion of the Engliih 
and to- regain their independance, inftead of cGntri** 
buting to the welfere of the kingdom, mulripli- 
ed it's calamities. A number of the Irifli, unnrind- 
ful of what they owed to their own honor and the . 
common caufe of their country, had fought under the 
banners of England. This expofed tbem to the con- 
tempt and refentment of their countrymen, and, of 
confequence, was a new caufe of inteftine feuds. 

Wi T H refpeft to thofe of the ndtitres who irtvit^d 
over the Scots and afllfted them during their invafion 
of Ireland, they furniflied the Englifti with r^afon 
for treating them with greater feverity. 

Had Bruce been fuccefsful, what ufe he would 
have made of his power, it is impoffible to (ay. It 
has been obferved, that when he landed in Ireland 
be entered into certain ftipulations with the &i*(h ; 

there 
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there can b6 no doubt but he engaged, on that occa- 
fion^ provided he were fuccefsful^. to govern them 
by their ancient civil and political inftltutions. Ani- 
mated by tHs hope, fo dear to the hearts (rf freemen, 
no wonder the natives (hould expofe themfelves 
with ^shearfulnefa, to every diffrculty and ruii every 
rifquc in fupport of the arms of EdWard Bruce. 

Adieu, 

LETTER LIV. 

TH E civil diftradbions which had cncreafcd dur- 
ing this war, fbr the reafons mentioned in my 
laft, did not end with the battle at Dundalk. With 
a view to procure ijMtfe degrees of puWic tranqutlrty,. 
the Irifh council tranfmitted a petition to thic King, 
requefting that he would iflire an ordinance for the 
holding of aniiiial parliaments in this kingdom. In- 
thefe times of ccmfufion and when the powers, of the 
feveml branches- of fhe legiflature werd not fo clear- 
ly defined, it was ufual to apply to the King to deter- 
mine and eftaWifti, by his fwrerogative, points in 
which the privikges of parliament were eflentially 
concerned^ It appears that thfe petition, the pur- 
port of which fhbttld have been tranfmitted by bill 
from either the lords or commons, was granted. 
But it was productive of no good eflfedbs; Un- 
bounded Hcentioufoefs^ both in. principle and in 
conduit prevailed univerfally, Ihlhead' of entertain- 
ing, fuch accounts hurt all the finer feelings of hu- 
manity. But inteftine commotions were not pecu- 
liar to Ireland. In the fourteenth century, the 
northern nations of Europe were but little advanced 

in the arts of dvilization. 

The 
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- The Goths and Vandals, wherever their powei' 
prevailed, cftablrflied a fyftem of policy, moft un-^ 
friendly, to the happincfs of focicty and to the rights 
of mankind. Under thiis government, kings were 
deftitjutie of power; the great vaffals of the crown, 
imperious and uncontrouled, were involved in per- 
petual quarrels either among themfelves or with th^ir • 
neighbours, and the great body of the people were 
Haves. Where there was no balance of power, nor 
any legal fubordination, perpetual feuds mull be the 
inevitable confequence. In this refpedt, England 
had not the advantage of other nations. The Nor- 
man conqueror by reftraining the influence of his 
lords, beyond what was ufual in the feudal fyftem, be- 
came too powerful His fucceflbrs moft induftrioufly » 
imitated his example. The barons, provoked by the 
lofs of their privileges, were, upon all occafions, rea- 
dy to arm for their recovery. Nor did even Magna 
Charta, the objeft of which was to reftore to all the 
members of the ftate their juft rights, provide an ef- 
fedtual cure for thefe . evils. It's - falutary- efFefts 
were fometimes defeated by the monarch, fometimes 
by the barons, who, in their torn, as circumftances 
permitted, endeavoured to grafp at power in a de- 
gree prejudicial to the conftitution and to the gene- 
ral welfare. This want of fubordination and thofe 
perpetual fcenes of diforder in every department of 
the ftate, muft ftrike every attentive enquirer into, 
the hiftpry of England and of Europe, during this 
period. Need we wonder then that the |ri(h ftiould 
labour under fimilar diforders ? Had Henry the Se- 
cond compleatly conquered Ireland and eftablifhed 
the feudal conftitutions, this kind of government 
containing in it's principles the feeds of civil difcord, 

inteftinc 
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inteftitijc commotions muft, of necefiity, have been 
prevalent. But as Henry and his immediate fuccef- 
fors only laid the foundation of the femblance of 
power in this country, and the natives were govern- 
ed, in general, by their own laws, which, in many 
effential refpefts, differed from thofe of England, 
and as the Englifli were continually encroaching on 
the ftipulated rights of the Irifli, which the Irifli not 
only endeavoured to maintain, but embraced every 
opportunity of recovering the independence of their 
country ; civil difcords muft neceflarily, in a very 
peculiar manner, diftraft the peace of the kingdom. 

Ant additional caufc, at this time, confpired with • 
thofe above mentioned, in difturbirig the public tran- 
quility. 

We have feen that the principal adventurers had 
refufed to admit certain of the Irifti who applied for 
it to the benefit of Englifli law. We now behold 
an aftonifliing reverfe. The Britifli fettlers of Wa- 
terford, Cork, Limerick •and Kerry, were driven 
from their poffefSons, by a number of their own 
^ countrymen who had received the laws and adopted 
the manners and cuftoms of the natives. Maurice 
Fitzthomias of Defmond was at the head of thefe ra- 
pacious infurgents. • This conduft, however extra- 
ordinary and inconfiftent it may appear, proceeded, 
in thofe of both parties,' from the fame principle. 
The adventurers who would not admit the Irifti to' 
the proteAion of Englifh law, afted from a view of 
plundering them with impunity. Thofe of them, 
who conformed to the laws and the cuftoms of the 
Irifti, renounced the Englifli law, becaufe it required 
of thofe who were governed by it greater regularity 
of condudl and puniflied ads of injuftice with more 

feverity. 
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feverity. The former were more difpofed to violate 
the rights of the natives, the latter, to phjnder all 
indifcriminately* There was an effcntial difference, 
in point of feverity, betwixt the Englilh criminal law 
and that of the natives; the firft infli<5led the penalty 
of death on many offences, the other punilhed the 
greatcft crimes by Eric or the impofition of a fine. 
As men are ftrongly attached to their cufloms,. the 
adventurers would not have adopted thofe pf the 
Irifh had there not been a confiderable fimilarity 
betwixt them and their own. When the Englifh 
fpeak of this chmge as a fhamefiil degenarcy,. we 
plainly perceive the abfltrdity of the imputaticffi^ It 
proceeds from national vanity. Had England, for 
at leaft two centuries after the invafion of Ireland^ 
the leaft pretence to civilization or to polilhed man- 
ners ? 

The unfortunate attachment of Edward to fa- 
vourites, the efFeft of a weak undcrftanding, em- 
bittered the happinefs of tis life and ended in his 
definition. When Gavefton, by permilfion of the 
barons, was recalled from Ireland, the fame infolent 
temper which had expofed him to the fevere eflfedU 
of their difpleafuf e, once mote excited their refent- 
rnent. Led orf by Thomas of Lancafter, they re- 
flrained the authority of Edward, feized Gaveflbn 
and put him to death. The King could not be 
cured of his folly. Some time after, Hugh Spencer, 
the fon of a nobteman of high ftation^ occupied the 
fame place in the .afFeftiom of Edward which had 
been fo fatal to Gavefton arid fo deftrufti ve of the 
public tranquility. The nobles, filled with refeht- 
meTit againft the King and with envy and hatred of 
his favourite, firft abfented themfdvcs from parlia- 
ment, 
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mcnt, and then, finding the cau£e of their difla- 
tisfaflion flill to continue, fhey rofe up in aaiu, and 
by i&fe* affiftance of Queen Ifabella, a woman of 
infamous charai^^r^ took Edward prifoner and com<- 
pelled him to refign the crown in favour of his 
fon. Having been kept in captivity about nine 
months, during wHch time no hafftinefs or contemp- 
tuous^ treatment was left untried which could render 
his (ituation diftreiisftil and humiliating, he was put 
to death in the moft ^mnatural and mod (hocking 
maiinien 

Farewell* 

LETTER LV. 

YOU have fecn the principal events which took 
place in Ireland during the reign of Edward 
the Seeofid; With rtfpcft to matters relating to our 
political conflitution, fome attention was paid to 
them. Much indeed could- not be expefted from 
fuch a prince. . ^ 

To titer immedia^ie fubje€ts of the King of Enj^- 
land, in this country, had been grated, and repeat- 
edly corifirmcd, the Englifli common law, the Eng- 
lifti ftatut^ law, and the privileges of a diftinft 
and independent le^flature. But in the in6atncy of 
our governmenty inftances often occurred in which 
the extent of the laws,, whofe authority we had re- 
cognifed; and their ap{^ication to particular cafes^ 
were very imperfisdly'junderftood. ' When any diffi- 
cult point occurred, it Was ufual with our legiflature 
to tranfmit^a requifition to his Majefly for the ne-i 
ceflaty information, who, in return, fent back an or-. 

diriance, 
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dinancc, explaining the matter in queflion, in the 
form of a mandatory writ. 

Th u s, in the fourteenth year of Henry the Thirds 
a doubt had arifen in Ireland, whether younger fif- 
ters fhould hold of the eider and do homage to 'her, 
or to the liege lord. Upon which, the Deputy fent 
four knights to England^ to bring a certificate -of the 
praftife and common law in this cafe. They re- 
turned with a tranfcript from Henry, in which it 
was declared to be the praftife in England, that 
younger fillers (hould hold of the liege lord, enjoin- 
ing, that the faid cuftom (hould be proclaimed and 
obferved throughout the dominion of Ireland. The 
law here explained, being a part of the common law 
of England, which we had adopted, was of courfe 
oiir own. It is generally known by the name of the 
Statuturh Hibernian; 

In like manner, and upon the fame principles, 
Edward, the late king, in the fourteenth yeaf <^ his 
reign, fent a writ to' the CbieF Jiiftice of Ireland, 
requiring that the fame law fhould be obferved here 
which was obferved in England, Jn cafes of felony. 

Three years after, he tranfmitted from 'Notting- 
ham an ordinance, that no writ original, pleadable 
at common law, fhall be received by any officer but 
under the great fed of Ireland, rior any tJtferpro* 
cefs made but under the feal-of the exchequer in 
this kingdom, in refpe(5t to matters belonging to it. 
This was fethng the pradlice of our courfe, in a 
manner confopmahle to dur Mbgna Gharta j , which 
determined, that we were toenjoy the privileges of 
England, as a free people.- Writs, in England, 
muft ifTue from the proper courts. So muft they 
aKb in Ireland. The Englifh law, in general, had 

been 
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been received here at the original eftablilhment of 
the prefent conftitution of Ireland ; but, fince that 
time, feveral laws beneficial to this kingdom had 
been enadted in England, it was therefore thought 
ufeful, that thefe ftiould be adopted by our legifla- 
ture. 

Agreeably to this, in a parliament held the 
thirteenth year of Edward the Second, certain fta- 
tutes of Henry the Second, Henry the Third and a 
ilatute of Edward the Firft, were confirmed in Ireland 
^nd all other ftatutes of force in England were refer- 
ed to be examined in the next parliament and fo 
many as were then allowed and publiftied to fland 
likcwife for laws in this kingdom. 

The nation governed by it*s own laws, is free. 
Men governed by laws to which they do not give 
their confent are flaves, and their governors are ty- 
rants. It appears, that from the year eleven hundred 
and feventy two, when the foundations were Taid of 
the prefent Irifli conftitution, to the fixth of Edward 
the Firft, including a period of more than a hundred 
years, no Engiifti law was received in this kingdom 
except fuch as had, in this country, the fanftion of 
our own legiflature. Then an Englifli law was en- 
adted entitled the ftatute of Glocefter, which ex- 
tended in it's opperation to Ireland. " Another Bri- 
tifli ftatute of the following year and one enadted 
at York the twelfth of the fubfequent reign, claimed 
a fmiilar power with refpedt to this kingdom. The 
Irifli legiflature enadted, in the ninteenth of Edward 
the Second," thit the ftatutes made in England 
fliould not be of force in the kingdom of Ireland un- 
lefs they were allowed and publiflied in it by parlia- 
ment.'* 

: Did 
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Did not this ii6t moft evidently imply that if 
Briti(h laws enabled without the participation of our 
kgiilature had extended to Ireland^ they were 
ufurpations ? 

Farewell. 

LETTER LVL 

THE acceflion of Edward the Third (p the Eng- 
liQi throne^ whofe reign (hines in the annals of 
Britain with a confpicuous luftre, ;did not^ by any 
means, produce the wilhed for advantages to this 
unhappy country. .Thomas Fitzjohn, created in the 
former reign Earl of Kikiare, and now vefted 
with the office of deputy, had but little fuc- 
xefe in quieting the difputes which prevailed among 
the Irilh barons* His fuccejQTor, Roger Prior of Kil- 
mainham> or, according to Prynne^ Jdhn Darey, 
convened a parliament at Dublin, which, by it*s in- 
fluence, fettled a difpute betwixt Lord Arnold Poer, 
William Bourk, and the Butlers and Birminghams, 
that had been attended with very difagreeable con- 
fequences. 

A PETITION of the natives to the King, requeft- 
.Jng ft to be enafted, that ail the Irifti, who would, 
might ufe the hws of England, without purchafing 
particular chaartiers of denization, was Cranftnltted by 
him to this parliament. It was rejected. Certain 
chieftains had obtained,. by purchafc, the rights of 
Engliffi fubje£ks ; .but the benefit of thefe charters 
was entirely confined to the individuals who pro- 
eured them ; they were not extended to their fol- 
lowers, who continued to be governed^by iheir an- 
cient 
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dent laws and cufioms, therefore contributed very 
little to the public tranquility, 

KiKG Edvward now adopted a meafure highly pre- 
judicial to his interell in Ireland. Maurice Fitztho- 
mas, as we have feen, had call off the Englilh cha- 
radker and laws, and, as an Irifli chieftain, feized 
confideraHe territories in the province of Munftcr. 
This baron was created Earl of Defraond and his 
lands formed into a county palatinate. In the coun- 
ties of Tiperary and Kilkenny, the example of 
DefmcMid was followed by the Lord Tiperary, who, 
in the (amc manner, poflcffed himfelf .of extenfive 
diftrids to which were annexed like immunities. 
Several privileges were granted to James Butler, 
created Earl of Ormond- More than a third part of 
Leinfter was, in like manner, alienated. There were 
now not lefs than nine counties palatine, in different 
parts of the kingdom* 

The privileges of a county palatine, were moll 
exteiriive. The fupcrior lord might pardon felonies, 
Murder and even treafoii; he might appoint judges 
and jullices of the peace ; all writs and indidments 
ran in his name. The king's officers could not enter 
into the limits of it or hold any of his courts. 
Such independent jurifdi<5lion^ inftead of preferving 
the public peace, which was no doubt the defign of 
his Majefty in confering it, was a moll dangerous 
inllrument in the hands of fadlious barons, difpofed 
to employ their power, not for fupporting the 
authority of government, but for gratifying their 
own ambition- 

So miferable were the diilraftions of the king- 
dom, in various parts, that the Deputy called to Ws 
aid the Earl of Definond. He affifted him with ten 

thoufand 
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thoufand men. But government was unable to fiu'- 
nifti them with the means of fubfiftencc ; hence, 
they had rccourfc for fupport to the oppreffive ex- 
actions of coigne and livery. By this, the difcon- 
tents of the people and the concomitant diibrders 
were encreafed* 

In the year one thoufand three hundred and thir- 
ty one, Sir Anthony Lucy was made Deputy and 
entered upon his office with a determined refolution 
to exert himfelf in order to eftablifli peace. By let- 
ter, the King enjoined the Earl of Ulfter and others 
-of the nobility to aflift him in his endeavours to en- 
force obedience to law. This is a ftriking proof of 
the weaknefs of government at the prefent period. 
; Si r Anthony fummoned a parliament to meet at 
Dublin repeatedly. His orders for this^purpofe 
were treated with contempt. Sufpefting that this 
flagrant difobedience proceeded from the turbulence 
of certain of the barons, Maurice Defmond, in par- 
ticular ; he feized him and caft him into prifon, 
from whence, after eighteen months confinemenf, 
he was tranfmitted to England, to anfwer for his 
conduft. 

Edward now refolved to enforce the claim of his 
grandfather to the kingdom of Scotland, which his 
father had reliriquiflied, not from a regard to juftice, 
but from the want of power. But, the better to fe- 
cure fuccefs, it was neceflary that the objedl of his 
preparations, for this purpofe, fhould be concealed. 
With this view^ he declared his intention of coming 
over to Ireland to reftrain the irregularities of go- 
vernment, and make an entire conqueft of the king- 
dom. His Irifh barons were enjoined to attend him 
in England ; fupplies were demanded from our par- 
liament. 
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liament, and (hips, for tranfporting his troops, or- 
dered to rendezvous at Holly head. When his prepa- 
rations were thoroughly compleated, Jie threw off 
the malk, and led his forces againft the Scotch to 
Hallidown, where he obtained a compleat viftory. 

Instead of arms, the chief expedient ufed by 
the King and his minifters to remedy the diforders 
of Ireland, were the feeble methods of treaty and 
accommodation. Barons, infenfible to the facred obli- 
gations of honor and public faith, made no fcruple 
of violating their engagements whenever it was con- 
ducive to their intereft, or to the gratification of 
their ambition. Still more ineffcAual were certain 
ordinances which he tranfmitted to this kingdom : 
in fome particulars, being an impofition of Englifli 
law by his own authority, they were a violation of 
the privileges of the Irilh parliament. To encroach 
upon the rights of the cpnftitution, was an impolitic 
method of reftoring peace to this country. 

In the year thirteen hundred and thirty three,' 
William De Burgo Earl of Ulfter was affaffinated at 
Carickfergus by his domefticks. The O'Nialls, to 
whofe family the lands of De Burgo had originally 
belonged, feizing the favourable opportunity, col- 
lected their followers arid took pofleflion of a con- 
fiderable part of the territory of their forefathers. 
His eftat^ in Connaught was feized by two of the 
Bourks, who, to fecure the acquifition, took the 
name of Mac William and conformed to the laws 
and cuftoms of the Irifli. The wido^ and the only 
daughter of De Burgo fled for protection to England 
where the young lady was married to Lionfel the 
fecond fon of Edward. 

Vol. I. P * Though 
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Thouch the deftraAed ftate of this country had 
rendered it in a great meafure, incapable of contri- 
buting to the fupport of government, Edward, who 
had paid little attention to our affairs, demanded a 
fupply. As might have eafily been forefeen, it was 
refufed. Edward, haughty in his temper and flufh- 
cd by the fuccefs of his arms, determined that his 
Irifh fubjeds ihoiild feel the Jieavieft weight of his 
refentment. He commanded that the debts due in 
this kingdom to the crown, formerly remitted, but 
which had not receivd'the fandtion of the great feal, 
fhould be immediately difcharged. He commanded 
that all the grantiS made in this country, during Ms 
own reign or that of his father, (hould be cancelled. 
He commanded that the Lord Juftice and all public 
officers whofe property was in Ireland ftjould be dif- 
placed, and that other of his fubjefts, born in Eng- 
land and whofe poffeflions lay entirely in that king- 
dom, fhould be iubftituted in their Head. 

Enf LAMED with refentment, the Englifh of this 
country, refolved to maintain their privileges and 
the inheritance of their anceftors. To provide a 
remedy for thefe difcontents, the Irifh council fum- 
moned a parliament to meet in Dublin. A divifion 
for the firft time, now took place betwixt the Eng- 
lifh by birth, and the Engltfh by blood j the former 
only attended the parliament called by the King's 
authority. Of the latter, the Fitzgeralds, the Earl of 
Defmpnd, the Earl of Kildare, a refpedtable number 
of barons and of the clergy and gentry with 
the mayors of cifies, affembled at Kilkenny, 
taking the ftile ojF the prelates^ the nobles and com- 
mons of the land, and there drew up a remonftrancc 
againfl the proceedings of the King and his .itii- 

nifters. 
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Bifters, which they tranfmitted to England. From 
. it, we clearly perceive that in a multitude of in- 
' ftances the adminiftration of Irifli affairs had been 
condufted in a manner the moft fhameful and ini- 
quitous. The remonftrants declare, " That they 
neither could nor would endure that Ireland (hould 
be governed by his minifters as heretofore. They 
afl^, how a land full of war could be governed by 
him that was unlkilful ? How a minifter or officer of 
'ftate (hould, in a fhort time, becorne fo rich ? How 
it came to pafs that the King was nothing the richer 
of Ireland ?** Edward, by this fpirited meafure, was 
forced into- a: more becoming cohduft. He gave a 
favourable anfwer to the remonftrance, made a ftrift 
enquiry into the deportment of his officers, removed 
fome of them and afterwards reftbred to their fornier 
proprietors the lands which he had refumed. 

Adieu^' 

LETTER LVIl/ 

THERE is a memorable record of the fame 
year in which the parliament aifembled at 
Kilkenny, mentioned in my laft. Walter Archbi- 
fhop of Armagh had, in the preceding reign, been 
advanced to that fee by the Pope's provifion, i^ 
which there were fome claufes injurious to the prcr 
rogative of the crown. Upon which, the King withr 
held the temporalities until he renounced all claufes 
in the Pope's bull prejudicial to his rights gnd paid 
a fine of a thoufand pounds for receiving from the 
pontiff fuch a provifion. Had the Princes of Qhrif- 
tendom, upon all occafions, oppofed with equal 
fpirit the ambitious pretentions of Rome in matters 

? z of 
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of a civil nature, it would have prevented many 
tranfadtions which difgrace the annals of Europe, 
would have fcrvcd eflentially the intereft of thefc 
nations and reflcdtcd upon their memory diftin-' 
guilhed honor. 

Sip. Ralph De tJfford was now fent over to pre^ 
fide in the adminiftration of Irilh affairs. His con- 
duct was very difagrceable to theold Englifh fettlers 
and to the natives. With . a view to reduce thofc 
who oppofcd his government, in June, he fummon- 
ed a parliament to meet in Dublin. Defmond re- 
fufed to obey ; and to fupport his oppofition called 
upon his followers to meet him at Calan. Provoked 
by this contumacy, the Deputy raifed the 
^ ftandard of war, marched with his troops into 
Defmond and feized the lands with the perfon of the 
Earl. Having procured bail, he was fet at liberty. 
But the ungenerous Defitiond did not appear upon 
the day of tryal, in confequence of which, many of 
his fureties were ruined. The Earl of.Kildare, ac- 
cufed likewife of difafFedtion, was alfo apprehended, 
but he was releafed from captivity by the following 
deputy Sir John Morris. Sir John was fucceeded in 
that office by Walter De Birmingham who warmly 
efpoufed the caufe of the Earl of Defmond. He 
carried in perfon the complaints of that nobleman 
againft Sir Ralph De Ufford to the foot of the 
throne. Though Defmond had certainly been a 
•rebel, he was gracioufly received by Edward, who 
being now engaged in a war with France had occa- 
fion for his fervice. He and his dependents together 
with the Earl of Kildare, accompanied the^King to 
the continent and had a Iharc in the honors of that 
inemorable expeditiqia. 

About 



• OF IRELAND. 197 

About this time, the King tranfmit ted ordi- 
nances by writ to tlw Lord Deputy refpe6king the 
government of Ireland, of which were the following. 
** It is our will and we order that matters relating 
to us and our Irifh affairs, efpecially the moft impor- 
tant, be difcuiTed in council, by flcilful councellors, * 
prelates and grandees and certain perfons of the vici- 
nity, commoners, diftinguifhed for probity and difcre- 
tion, m the places fcontiguous to which the bufinefs is 
to be done and chofen for the purpofe. Thefe coun- 
cellors, prelates, nobles and others of faid land ac- 
cording to cuftom, (hall, on the principles of jiifticc^ 
law, cuftom and reafon^ treat of fuch affairs in par- 
liament." * ' 

That the minds of the guilty might be delivered ' 
from fear, with refpcft to the paft, the King, befides, 
iflued a commiflion to the chief juftice^ to receive to 
his grace and to grant particular pardons, for a year, 
to all who had difturbed the public peace, thofc 
guilty of trcafoil excepted. 

To the injury of religiori and difgrace of the fa- 
cred office, paftors did not refide in their refpeftive 
parifties. To remedy an evil fo prejudicial to the 
people in what concerned their prefent and immor- 
tal happmefs, the King authorized the Archbifhop 
of Dublin to conftitute perpetual vicars in all his be- 
nefices, and prebendaries with certain proportions 
of tythes and other profits for their fupport, who 
were perpetually to refide and difcharge uiliformly 
the duties of their office. 

Farewel). 
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LETTER LVIIJ* 

THE year thirtfaen iKiwJred and fifty three was 
difiinguUhed by the wife suid virtuous admi- 
niftration of Sir Thonias Rok^by. A memorable ^ 
faying of bis is recorded by hiftofians, expreffive of 
a temper very unlike tl^t which marked tUfe condudk 
of his predeceffor^, * ■ I apn fervcd without parade or 
fplendor ; but let . my dirties be wooden rather than 
my creditors unpfiwd^'^ H^d the times permitted 
the eilabliihment of equal iaws, a governor, pdTeffed 
of fuch principles^ would have introduced order and 
tranquility into the ftate and giv6n fteadinefe and 
vigour to the conftitution* 

In confequencc of a reciuifitito froip Ireland, the 
King, by an ordiilance^ determined that in cafes 
wherein; the judgmient of the courts of law was dif- 
piited an appeal (hould lie, not as hitherto to the 
Englifh courts, but to the parliament of Ireland* 
This prevented undeccfi&ry delays of judgment, 
faved a cotifidcrabJe expence, and reftored.ati effen- 
tial . privilege that belonged to it as a diftinti and 
independent kingdom. To iubmit tb^ determina- 
tion of our civil rights ^o a foreign judicature, even 
when directed in it's judgment by our own law, is to 
be confidcred in the fame pcint of view as to acknow- 
ledge the authority of f(Mreign laws. Both are dif- 
graceful to the niatioft, inconfiftent with the privi- 
leges of freemen and hoftile to the principles of our 
conftitutjpn. 

It is the opinion of a number, learned in the 

laws of our country, that the removal of caufes, by 

^nt of error, from our court of King's bench to that 
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x>f England, was authorized by an Irifh aft of par- 
liament. There may have been fuch an aft though 
it cannot be found, as our ftatutes, for a long feries 
of years, are entirely loft. The origin of appeals 
to the Englifti court of King's Bench, feems plainly 
to be this. As the laws of England, adopted in this 
country, \yere of difficult comprehcnfion, the Irifli 
judges, before judgm^ent was given, in particular 
caufes, frequently applied to his Majefty, as King 
of Ireland, for information,, with refpeft to the 
meaning of the law.. In like manner, after judgment 
was given, the party which thought themfelves ag- 
grieved, fuppofing that the law was ftill imperfeftly 
tinderftood, or, that it had been perverted to tfieir 
prejudice, applied to the King for reftitution. The 
court, in which the King- originally prefided in per- 
fon, and which accompanied him, wherever he went, 
affified him by their advice on fiich occafions. Af- 
terwards, when His Majefty ccafed to fit in the 
court, and it polfefled the whole of the judicial paw- 
cr belonging to it, exclufively, applications by thofe 
who fought for redrefs were made to it from Ireland, 
as to the King's fubftitute, which came, infenfibly, 
to be confidcred as appeals and judgments given 
upon the principles of Irifli law. 

In thirteen hundred and fifty eight, his Majefty 
fent over to this kingdom an order ; that whereas 
fome juftices in Ireland, by- writs, precepts, bills, 
without indiftment, prefentment, or due procefs, 
arrefted and imprifoned fmall and great, in obfcure 
prifons, detaining them in iron chains tintil they 
obliged them to pay fines or ranfoms. He enjoined 
that, in ftiture, none ftiould be indebted or impri- 
foned 
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foned ivithout indidttncnt and due procefe, agaiiifl 
Magna Charta, other ftatutes and common law. 

If the fcindalous mifcondudk of the King's officers 
tould have been corred^ed by fuch an intcrpofition 
of the royal authority, an edidt of Edward which 
followed that above mentioned, mufl have had this 
cflfedk* It was to this pupofe. That the juftice of 
Ireland with one of the neareft prelates and earls-* 
the chancellor, treafurer^ and others of the moll 
Ikilful juftices of the bench and barons, (hould, an- 
nually, diligently enquire, by oath, of honeft and law- 
ful n^en, concerning all officers, except thofe in ju- 
dicial places, how they demeaned theiAfelves in their 
offices J what juftice oi* injuries^ oppreffions, griev- 
ances, or damages they did to the King or his peo- 
ple, by colour of their office or authority i whether 
they perverted juftice by gifts^ and certify him -and 
his council in England what they found to be the 
cafe, under their feals, without delay ; that fuch 
officers ftiould anfwer, as well to him as his people, 
at the end of the year. This order,- had it been 
ftriaiy executed^ muft have produced admirable 

cfFeds. 

,■ » . _ 

To limit the pdwfer of the iting*s officers, Edward 
the Firft had fbrbiden them to purchafe lands in Ire- 
land without 4 foyal licence. This order fome au- 
thors have affert€;d was never executed. But they 
are miftaken. For Ihortly ifter, Edward ifliied a 
writ to feize all lands or tenements purchafed in tKs 
country without his confent, which he confidered as ; 
forfeited by the ordinance of his grandfather. 

You have feen that a jealoufy had arifen in this 
cduhtry betwixt thofe of the adventurers who were 
Engliih by blood and fuch as were EngUfti by birth. 

The 
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The ancient fettlers confidered the latter as greedy 
interlopers who wanted to ufurp thofe privileges and 
to enjoy thofe advantages to which, as the reward 
of their own fervices and as an inheritance derived 
from the merit of their anceftors, they confidered 
themfelves exclufively entitled. On the other hand, 
the Englilh by birth entertained the mod contemp- 
tible opinion of the old fettlers, and thought there 
was no advantage to be obtained in this country to 
^ich they had not an ecjual, nay, a fuperior right. 

To compofc thofe differences, the King tranfmit- 
ted an ordinance by which he enjoinefd the Lord Ju- 
ftice with the aififtance of the chancellor and treafur- 
cr, to enquire into the caufe of them whenever they 
fliould happen, to try the delinquents and to inflift 
foch puniftiments as were fuitable to the nature of 
their offence and the law required. 

This ordinance, was followed by one of a dif- 
ferent nature. Edward iflued a mandate that no 
native of the land ftiould be admitted to any bene- 
fice in the church, or to any civil employment of 
the ftate whatever. The King feemed to be fenfi- 
ble, at leaft in part, of the iniquity of this undiftin- 
guilhing profcription. For, the following year, by 
a writ, he commanded that certain clergy of the 
natives, faithful to his government, fliould be ad- 
mitted to .benefices and be undifturbed in the poffef- 
fion of them. 

It has been faid that the authority of Englifti law 
extended to twelve counties in Ireland. To thefc 
were to be added the lands given to the King by 
Cathal, in Connaught, and by Donald O'Brian in. 
Thoraond. About the tenth of Edward the Second 
the power of the Englifli began to be fliaken. It 

continued 
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continued to decline. The thhrtieth of tjie prefent 
reign, but four fhires of the pale remained* It is 
very extraordinary, that Edward, who had now fub- 
dued the Scots, and acquired high renown, by the 
fplendor of hi^ vidkories in France, did not think of 
coming over to this country in perfon, to remove 
the caufes which had brought his affairs here to fa 
low a condition and to reduce the kingdom entirely 
to his obedience. He thought it fufficient to fend 
over, as Deputy, Lionel Duke of Clarence his fe- 
cond fon. All who poffeffed lands in Ireland being 
fummoned, in very Urgent terms, to attend his 
ftandard, he came, accompanied by feveral Irilh 
Lords of diftinftion and fifteeti hundred men. Lio- 
nel had a perfonal intercft ht this country* You 
wilt recoiled that he married the c«ily daughter of 
g Richard De Bur go, in confequence of which, . 
h^ was the heir of his poffeflions and enjoyed 
the title of Earl of Ulfter. The title was the only 
advantage derived to him from that connexion. 
The lands belonging to it had been feized and con- 
tinued to be held by the chieftains who were de- 
fcended from the old proprietors. Clarence was un- 
fit for the office in which he had engaged, efpecially 
in fuch critical times. Ignorant flatterers, having 
inftilled into him ftrong prejudices againft this king- 
dom and the defcendants of the firft adventurers, he 
forbad, by proclamation, any of the old Englifli to ♦ 
approach his camp. This meafure marked equally 
by pride and folly, deprived him of the advice and 
aififtance of thofe who were alone acquainted with 
the circumftances of the country. The natural con- 
fequcnces followed. ^The refractory bid defiance to 
all his attempts to reduce them to obedience. Li-- 

onei 
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onel faw and rectified his error. By afliftance 
from the old Irifli, who were now invited to his 
llandard, he obtained advantages over the enemy, 
which, if not fubllantial, procured feme reputation 
to his arms. 

LETTER LIX. 

LIONEL wastfoon recalled from Ireland, to 
which he returned, in the year thirteen hun- 
dred and fixty feven. He found that during the in- 
termediate adminiftration of the Earl of Ormond 
and Sir Thomas Dale^ diforders had ftill prevailed, 
to which the competition betwixt the old and the 
new Engliih fettlets greatly contributed. Many of 
the former had afliimed the cuftoms and the laws of 
the Irilh. The latter confidered thefe as unnatural 
apoftates, who merited nothing but contempt and 
the deprivution of their property. This was One 
principal caufe of the diffention and tended very 
much to weaken the authority of government. To 
ftrengthen it^ to. recover thofe wha had defcrted 
Englifh law, and put a flop to the practice in fu- 
ture, Lionel^ whom experience had improved in the 
arts of policy, fummoned a parliament to Kilkenny, 
which was attended by a very refpedtable number 
of members, fpiritual and temporal. 

It was then enii(5i:ed, that intermarriages with the 
natives, or any connexion with them, as fofterprs, 
or in the way of goffipred, ftiould be puniftxed as 
high treafon. That the ufe of their name, language, 
apparel, or cuftoms, Ihould fubje<5t to the forfeiture 
of lands and tenements. That to fubmit to be go- 
verned by the brehon laws was treafon. That the 

Englifh 
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Englifti ftiould not make war upon the natives, 
without the permiflion and authority of government. 
That the Englilh Ihould not permit the Irifli to 
graze upon their lands ; that they (hould not admit 
them to any benefice or religious privileges, or even 
entertain their bards. That to compel Englifti fub- 
jefts to pay for, or maintain foldiers, was felony. 
This refpefted the oppreffive impofition of coignc 
and livery. That traitors and felons ftiould not be 
proteded by flying to fanftuaries. Sanduaries, by 
claiming an exclufive right of affording a refuge to 
criminals, which pladfed them beyond the reach of 
the law, had, in this refped, been very deftruftivc 
of the public tranquility. It was like wife enaded, 
that wardens ftiould h6 appointed to eftimate the 
men and armour which each of the King's vaflals 
was obliged to provide for miiifary fervice. 

Such were the particulars of the famous ad, di- 
ftinguiflied, by way of criiiinence, with the title of 
the Statute of Kilkenny. Some ardcles of it .were 
equitable and conducive to the general good. With 
refped to others, none nfore iniquitous are recorded 
in the annals of mankind; To forbid the natives 
from grazing in theif lands ; ta deprive them of 
every benefit in the church, though jx){re(fing in 
common with the Englifti a religioh, whofe divine 
principles inculcate the exercife of good will to all 
men, without diftindion ; to forbid every intercourfe 
with them, as if they had not been partakers of the 
fame nature ; thefe were dreadful ftretches of power. 
The ties of humanity reprobate, as moft unnatural 
and difgraceful to men, fuch partialities. Politicians 
feldbm regard the didates of benevolence; never 
when it interferes with their intereft. Sound policy 

would 
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would have prefcribed a different mode of condud. 
It would have taught our legiflators to conciliate, by- 
gentle treatment, the afFedtions ^of the natives, in- 
ftead of drawing, betwixt them and the Englifli, fo 
odious a line of diftindtion. It would have taught 
them to admit them to the benefit of Englifli law 
which they had often rcquefted, inftead of placing 
them at a greater diftance from it, by arming againft 
them the feverity of a penal ftatute and depriving 
them of the conunon privileges of nature. Had 
this been their guide, national prejudices, ambition 
and a rapacious fpirit, would, in their condudt to^ 
wards the Irifh, have bfeen extinguiflied by a regard 
to the public good. Then, ss all would have en- 
joyed equal privileges, and been fubjedt to the fame 
reftraints, the Englifli would have had no tempta- 
tion to alTume the manners and cuftoms of the natives 
and the natives would gradually have become happy 
and contented with their fituation. Government 
would have received a great addition of flrength and 
a caufe of one of the principal evils been removed 
which difturbed the public peace. 

The flatute of Kilkenny with the fl:ridlnefs in the 
cpndudl of public affairs obferved during the ad- 
miniftration of Clarence, produced a partial tem- 
porary efFedt. The degenerate Englifli, as they are 
called, were frightened into a compliance with the 
law 5 his Majefly's writ operated in Ulfter and Con- 
naught and the revenues of thefe provinces were 
accounted for in the exchequer. 

The earl of Defmond fucceeded the duke of 
Clarence as deputy. Defmond was fucceeded by 
Sir William Windfor. His adminiflration ajffbrds 
the following memorable inftance of the corrupt 

pradices 
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pradifes of government, during thefe times. A 
queftion had been debated in parliament refpefting 
certain impofitions propofed to be kid upon the peo- 
ple • When put, it was rejedkcd by the majority; 
Windfor, notwithftanding, ordered a ftatute, upon 
the vote of the majority, to be entered in the re- 
cords of parliament. 

Sir Richard Pembridge was next appointed to 
prefide in the government of Ireland. He abfolutely 
refufed to enter upon office, fuch were the difficulties 
attending it, from the* diftraftions which were then 
prevalent in different parts of the kingdom. The 
revenue was quite reduced. Sir John Davis afTures 
us, that in the year* of Edward's government, in 
which his affairs were moft profperous, the whole 
revenue did not amount to ten thoufand pounds. 

Upon the refiifal of Sir Richard Pembridge, Sir 
William Windfor was continued deputy. Being dif- 
couraged by the perplexed flate of affairs, he refign- 
ed the government to the Earl of Ormond who con*^ 
verted a parliament. Supplies were alked. The 
members, on account of the weaknefs of the pale, 
would not grant them. 

Prov<5ki&d by their reftifal, and determined to 
carry his point, he iflued writs to the clergy and com- 
mons of Ireland, in which he required them to choofe 
two bifliops for each diocefe, two knights for each 
county, and two members for each city and bo- 
rough, as their reprefentatives, to attend the King 
in the parliament of England, to affifl him by their 
counfel and influence^ in planning fuch methods as 
might be neceflary for fupporting the government 
of Ireland. 

This 
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This was not the firft inftance of the kind ; for 
in the white book of the Exchequer of Dublin, in 
the ninth year of Edward the Firft, a writ is record- 
ed which had been fent to the Chancellor of Ire- 
land, wherein he mentions certain ffatutes enadted 
with the confent of the prelates, earls, barons and 
commons of the kingdom of Ireland, aflembled at 
Lincoln, and certain other ftatutes enafted after- 
ward at York. Edward the Second alfo, in the 
eighth year of his reign, -fummoned the nobles of 
Ireland to the parliament at Weftminfter, there to 
treat upon the ftate of that land. Such a meafurq. 
was a direa attack upon the parliamentary indepen- 
dence of the Irifti conftitution. The lords and com- 
mons aflembled, were not, upon the prefent occa- 
fion, unmindful of their dignity. They unanimoufly 
declared that the fummons was illegal, inconfiilent 
with the privileges and ancient ufage of the king- 
dom ; that a refped for the King, and a regard to 
the neceffities of the times folely induced them to 
comply with the requifition ; that they rcferved to 
themfelves a power of either acquiefcing in, or re- 
fufing the fupplies which (hould be granted to Wm 
by their reprefentatives* At the fame time, they 
declared that their prefent compliance was not, in 
future, to be conlidered as a precedent for infring- 
ing the rights, privileges, cuftoms and laws of the 
kingdom. Our reprefentatives repaired to England, 

M defired, but we have no fatisfa<£tory information 
of what was done in confequence. 

That wages, according to ancient cuftom, were 

to be levied, to bear the charges of thofe of the clergy 

and commons, who went to England at this time, 

appears from a writ in the Tower relative to this 

tranfaftion. 
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tranfadlion, wherein the King requires James Butler,' 
-Lord Juftice, and the Archbilhop of Dublin, Chan- 
cellor, to iflue writs under the great feal of Ireland, 
to the counties, cities and boroughs, for fatisfying 
the cxpcnces of the men of that land, who laft came 
over to ferve in parliament in England. There is 
another roll which mentions a complaint of John 
Draper to the King that he had been denied his ex- 
pence for ferving in the Englifti parfiament as bur- 
gefs of the city of .Gork. This laft record refers to 
a different occafion, in the prefent reign, when our 
reprefentativqs h^d .been called over to fit in the 
Englilh parliament, jas in the return refpedting that 
now mentioned, Joha Draper did not ferve as bur- 
gefs for the city of Cork. 

Though the calling of our parliament to Eng- 
land was a ^agrant breach of privilege, it is a mani- 
feft acknowledgement, on the part of that king- 
dom, that Ireland ought only to be bound by the 
ads of it's own legiflature. Edward wanted tnoney 
from this country ; had not he and his council 
known that the right of granting it was the original, 
the fole, the exclufive right of our parliament, the 
trouble and inconvenience would have been faved of 
fending for our reprefcntatives, on this or any fimi- 
lar occafion, and application would have been made 
for It to the Englifh parliament. 

Edward died at Shone in Surry, the twenty firft 
of June, thirteen hundred and feventy feven, in the 
fixty fith year of his age and fifty firft of his reign. 

This prince tranfmitted fome ordinances to Ire- 
land which, had they been obeyed, would have 
liad good effefts ; in other refpedts, our affairs, dur- 
ing this reign, were (hamcfully negleded. The at- 
tention 
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tention of Edward was taken up with objefts, which 
in his view, wefe more defirable. The purfuit of 
them gratified his ambition, but reaefted little honor 
upon Ms charadcr. Mis attempt upon Scotland go- 
verned by kntmot and his tieaf relation, was moft 
ungenerous. The juffice of it had no other fanftion 
than the Iniqlittous ckirti, upon that kingdom, of 
his gtandfkthet Edward the Firft, Neither had he 
A Fight to make wdr upon France, to which he next 
turned hrs attentidti. In the minds of a warlike na^ 
tion rttilitary renown exflnguifhes a fenfe of equity. 
The Vuftoties of Crefly and Poitiers are confidercd 
to this day as reflefting diftinguilhed glory on 
the Britifb arm§. Edward gained large acquifitioas 
m France. They were no real advantage to him, 
and, 6ri account of the bloody and unfuccelsful wars 
in which they engaged his defcendants, they were ta 
thcfe nations a great misfortune, This high fpiritedf 
prince reftraiiied the turbulence of the barons, to 
which, likewife, their being fo much employed in; 
forfeign wars greatly contributed. Hence, and by 
flic wifdom of his government, England, during his 
time, was free from inteftinc commotions and en-^ 
joyed an tincfommon mcafure of peace >md tranqui-. 
lity. The affability, munificence and courteous be- 
haviotrr of Edward* the Third, excited the love of 
his Englifh fubjefts, and his magnanimity com* 
liianded their admiration^ 

Adieu; 
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L E T T E R LX. 

TH E fplendid and amiable qualities which dif- 
tinguiftied Edward the Black Prince, did not 
defcend to his fon Richard, who, on the death of 
' his grandfatTier, fucceeded to the Englifh throne. 
As when he received the crown he was but eleven 
years of age, the adminiftration of public affairs was 
veiled in hi& uncles the Duke of Lancafter 
^' '* and the Earl of Cambridge. The former of 
thefe pofleffed almofl: entirely the powers of govern- 
ment. 

A NUMBER of EngRfli grandees held large eftates 
in this country which they managed by agents. 
Thefe, by their rapacity and inattention to every 
thing but their own immediate intereft, contributed 
greatly to the public diforders. Frequent attempts 
had been made by the King and his minifters to 
oblige thefe abfentees to refide upon their lands 
in this kingdom. A fimilar order was now ifliied on 
pain of confiderable forfeitures. The Englifti parli- 
ament, with much reluftance, lent fome afliftance 
towards fupplying the neceflitles of the Irifti govern- 
ment. A privilege was granted to his Majefty's fub- 
jefts here to work their mines, on paying, as a tax, 
the ninth of the produce. 

Even then, England had ufurped a power of fbr- 
biding us to trade, with foreign nations. For the 
encouragement of commerce, a privilege was now 
granted to us, to trade with Portugal, without being 
^ fubjeft to either duties or reftridtions. But the dif- 
orders of Ireland were too deeply rooted to be cured 
by fuch partial remedies. Nothing in this country 

could 
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could fupply the want of a wife and humane fyftem 
of policy and of a regular well ccndudled adminiftra- 
tion. In the beginning of the prefent reign, we 
meet with nothing worthy of attention. Deputy 
fucceeds deputy. One infurreiftion follows another ; 
the whole fcene, infipid, painful and difgufting. 

A WEAK underftanding and violent paffions di^ 
tinguilhed the charafter of Richard. Princes of this 
complexion generally attach themfelves to favou- 
rites. The King chofe, as the objcdk of Tiis particu- 
lar afFedion, Robert De Vere Earl of Oxford, a 
young nobleman, corrupt, lively and ofinfmuating 
manners. Among other honors heaped on this pro- 
fligate minion, he was created Marquis of Dublin, 
and, with certain refervations, obtained a grant of 
the whole kingdom of Ireland, to be held of the 
-King in feudal tenure. This very extraordinary aft 
was autborifed by the Lords and Commons of Eng- 
land. In this tranfadtion, the folly of the King and 
the prefumption of his parliament are equally afto- 
nifhing. De Vere, attended by a grand retinue, 
fet out to take poffeflion of his government. Rich- 
ard accompanied him to Wales, but, when they 
came to the point of feparation, he could not bear 
to part with him. He carried his favourite back 
with him to London, and Ireland, in the name of 
De Vere, was, as formerly, committed to the care 
of deputies. The connection of Robert with this 
country, vaniftied with his power. That was tran- 
fient indeed. In a (hort time he incurred the high 
difpleafure of the Englifli nobles, was proclaimed a 
traitor, defeated in battle by the Earl of Derby and 
compelled to fly from the kingdom. Of courfe, his 
grant of Ireland was cancelled, where matters rc- 

Qjz pained 
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mamed in their ufiial train. F^uds omtinued ; tlie im- 
prudence of adminiftiation was loudly complained of 
and applications to parliament for fupplies, were in 
a great meafure incffeiftuaL The wretched ftate of 
the country induced the King, in the fourteendi 
year of his re^, to fend over comraiffioners of en- 
quiry, to examine through every part of the king- 
dom, into the many lolTeis and dangers to which his 
fubjefts were expofed, as well from the incUrfions 
of his enemies as the default of thoCt employed in 
the departments of government. They were to 
proceed with the grcateft ftridtnefs, being enjoined 
to receive information upon oath, concerning the 
fubje^s of their enquiry, from perfons of integrity, 
that fueh remedies might be applied asi would reftore 
the kingdom to a ftate of good order and tranqui- 
lity. But good, order and tranquility were not re- 
llored by this or atiy other means made ufe of in 
thefe tiqies. 

In 0<flober, thirteen hundred and ninety four, 
probably with a view to recruit his exhaufted coffers, 
and to give fwie reputation to his character, which 
was become not only odious but contemptible to his 
Englifh fubjedts, Richard came over himfelf to Ire- 
land with an army confiftintg of four thoufand men 
at arms and thirty thoufand archers. Never had the 
Irilh fef n in their country fo powerful a force* The 
difefFeded dropt immediately all thoughts of refif- 
tance and adopted a mode of conduft more condu- 
cive to their fafety. Seventy five chicftams, among 
whom were four petty princes, did homage to the 
.King, promifing obedience to his gcrvcnnnent. This 
;aft of fubmiffion was eafily performed, but the heart 
was net concerned, therefore nothing was to be ex- 

peded 
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pe£tcd from it. When no equitable regard was paid 
to the circumftances of the natives, when no public 
grievances were redrefled, no falutary plan of go- 
vernment adopted, to fuppofc that a mere outward 
acknowledgement of fubjc^ion from thofe who fo 
frequently, and without any efre<ft, had given the 
fame marks of obedience would be attended with 
any ufeful confcquences, was extreme foHy. Tlie 
weaknefs of Richard on this occafion, in the fplen- 
doT and (lately pomp which he difplayed with afFec- 
tfcd oftentatibn was moft confpiouous. He reaped 
nothing from this expedition but the gratifications 06 
pride and vanity. Having fpent nine months in Ire- 
land, without performing any thing worthy of praife^ 
of the large expence he had incurred, or of the pub-% 
lie hopes, he returned to England., 

The King, before his departure from the king-r 
dom, veiled with the powers of deputy, his uncle^ 
Roger Mortimer Earl of Marche. It immediately 
appeared that the engagements of the natives, in 
which Richard had placed fo much confidence^, 
were of little avail. The Irilh had been forced to 
ftiputate with the King,^ that they would give up 
Leinfter entirely to the Ehglifli and feek elfewhere 
for habitations. But when Mortimer commanded 
them to remove, they rtfufed obedience. To be 
obliged to bid farewell to the piace of their nativity^ 
which to every human being is an objcdt of deareft 
affection, to be torn from the pofleffions of their 
forefathets, which they had cultivated with their 
hands, which had fupplied their wants, and which 
they liad hoped would defccnd as an inheritance to 
their children, feemed to them hard indeed. Promp- 
ted by a ftnfe of juftice and an irrefiftible impiilfe o£ 

CL3 nature^ 
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nature, they refolved to die where they were horrtl 
Steps were immediately taken to. enforce the treaty. 
The Engllfli barons^ with their followers, attacked 
the natives. Siiccefs was variotis* In one engage- 
ment, the Irifh were defeated, in another they were 
victorious. Part of them, expelled from their habi- 
tations, retired to a neighbouring diftriA -, purfued 
by their enemies, they engaged them at Kenlis on 
the tweintieth of July thirteen hundred and ninety 
eighty and gave fhem a total overthrow. The Lord 
Deputy was killed in tHs battle* When Richard 
teceived intelligence of this misfortune, his vanity 
was mortified and his breaft burned with refentment. 
In May thirteen himdred and ninety nine, he came 
over, a fecond time^ with an army to Ireland. He 
landed at Waterford, where, having fpent fome 
time in making A parade of grandeur and magnifi- 
cence, he fet forward to Dublin^ As he advanced 
through Leinfter, lately wafted by the ravages of 
war, he fgund much difficulty irt fupplying his 
.troops with provifions. The natives, unequal to 
the Englifh in numbers and in difcipline, retreiated 
to the woods* Rich^trd confidering them as van-* 
quifhed, mardhed forward, deftroying whaJt remain- 
ed in the province,, by fire and fword, with the ex- 
liltation of a conqueror. His triumph was (hort Iiv-» 
ed. Mac Murchad a leader of the Irifti, by attac^k-* 
ing frorn their faftneffes, on every favourable oppor*^ 
tunity, his detached parties and hanging on the rear 
df his arrtiy^ hdraffed his forces exceedingly. The 
ftraits to which they were now reduced, by the want 
lof fubfiftence, aggravated their diftrefs. To the 
enemy, whom he had juft before treated with con-?- 
tempt and wliofe property he had y/antonly deftroy- 
- * :. . ' ed, 
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cd, he was compelled to apply for an accommoda- 
tion. His offers being rejefted, he preffed forward 
and had the good fortune to reach the capital. For 
feme time, tempeftuous weather prevented him 
from receiving any intelligence from England. The 
firft account informed him that his affairs there were 
irretrievably niined-^ In his folly he had firft banifh- 
ed, without a fuficicnt caufe, and then deprived 
of his eftate, Hereford, fon of the Duke of/Lanca- 
fter. Enflamed with rcfentment, he refolved to take 
advantage of the King's abfence in Ireland and of 
the difcontcnts of the people j colJefted a number 
of paftizanfi,.- paffed over to England, reprefented 
the incapacity of the King for governing, and claim- 
ed the crown by the right of confanguittity. The 
difaffe£ted^ in great numbers, crowded to his ftand- 
ard.and rcriounced their allegiance to Richard. 
When intelligence of this revok reached the unfor- 
tunate king he returned to England, in fullen dif- 
content, and meanly refigned to his competitor a 
throne on which he was unqualified to fit with honor 
to hinifelf or with advantage to his people. 

The following very extraordinary ordinance tranf- 
mitted during the reign of Richard the Second, is 
upon record, " The King to the treafurer and ba^ 
rons of his exchequer in Ireland. The juftices and 
governors of Ireland, for the time beifig^ have not 
power to remit, relax, pardon, or otherwife to over- 
throw what hath been ordained by 6ur council in 
England in our parliaments for the reforming of our 
faid land,'' if the parliament, of England had power 
to bind our governors or judges in their proceedings, 
then this country had no conftitution, the privileges 
of Magna Charta communicated to us upon the 

principlca 



fti« THE HISTORY 

principles of reafon law and of Juittce had no force 
arid Irilhmen were flaves. 

Farewell. 

L £ T T E R LXf. 

A SENTENCE of the parliament of England^ 
procured by undue inflneiice, depc^ed Rich^ci 
the Second^ ^nd placed the crown on the head of 
J Henry Flant^tgenett fern of John ot Gaunt^ 

Duke of Lancailer^ the fourrii foil of Edward 
the Third. Richard had many friends, who, of courfe, 
confidered Henry in the li^t of an ufurpen In thid 
critical fituatipn, the a^irs of England were quite 
fufBcient to engage tte attention of the new king- 
The buiinefs of Ireland was conduced in the ufual 
inanner. It was governed, firft by Sir John, and af- 
terwards, by Sir William Stanly, as deputies* The 
laft of thefe was fuceeeded in this office by Stephen 
Scroop. During their admitriftraticm, the Scots, at 
that time upon bad termi with the Engliib, made 
feveral defcents upon the rtorthcm coafts of Ireland 
and obtained (bmt inConiiderable fettkments. In 
the fecond yefir of hi$ feign > Henry fent over to Ire* 
land» a3 viceroy, hi^ fon Thomas Duke of Laiscafter 
with very extenfiye pow^s. . 

Tuts deputy, (vom whom foraetHng cfiedtuaf 
inight have been e«pe£led, made enquiry concern- 
kig the grievances of the natives, ilfeicd otcfinanccs of 
redre&, Aibdued foxne petty chieftains, cD^llged 
them to do homage^ in tsiflSmony of their ftituie 
blbedi^tce^ and left the fcbigdom wtthont havii^ in 
any one effeatial ptmi^ contEifeuted to it's interefL 
In the year fourteen hundred and fi¥e^ ^cqaes £arl 

of 
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of t>rmond w*s conftimtcd Lord Juftice of Ireland* 
He convened a parliament U Dublin^ in whidi the 
great charter of Itiih liberty^ granted by Henry the 
Seconds enlarged and fo often ratified by his Cuccef- 
fors, was once more confirmed. This appears to 
have been done by the exprefs defire of the King» 
who, in the writ wKdi he tranfraitted for the pur- 
pofe, having recited the letters patent of Edward 
the Third, before mentioned, in which he had en- 
joined, that all affairs here, particularly the more im- 
portant, ftiould be tranfafted in parliament, as ufu- 
al, upon the principles of law and juftice, adds, 
*' Now we, thefe ordinances, defires and all and 
fingular the commands contained in the aforefaid let- 
ters, for ourfelves and our heirs, to the utmoft ex- 
tent of our power,, do accept, approve, ratify and 
confirm." The ftatute of Kilkenny had likewife the 
fan6tion of this parliament* 

In fourteen hundred and feveit, the Lord Deputy, 
Sir Stephen Scroops with the afliftance of the Earls 
of Ormond and Defraond and the Prior of Kilmain- 
ham and their followers, invaded the territory of Mac 
Murrough, the famous Irifii chieftain, engaged him 
in battle and defeated him* Animated by this fuc- 
pefs, they advanced to Callan, in the county of 
Kilkenny, where they fought a fecond battle with the 
Irifh, in which they cut ofFO'CarroI, another chief- 
tain, and eight hundred of his followers. In four- 
teen hundred and eight, Lancafter refumed the go* 
vernmeat of Ireland. The Earl of Kildare, during 
Hs abfence, having broken out into rebellion, he 
fubdued him and threw him into prifon, where he 
yenaained until he confefled his fault, promifed alio- 
giasnce and paid a fine of three hundred marks. 

The 
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The Deputy then led his forces againft the difaf- 
feded in Leinftcr- Fortune was unpropitious to his 
arms. He was wounded in battle and departed 
from the kingdom in difgrace. He left behind 
him to condud the affairs of government, Butter, 
Prior of Saint John of Jerufalem. As maintenance 
could not be provided for the Englirti forces, from 
the revenues of the ftate, neceflity compelled them 
to have lecourfe for fupport to the exactions of 
coigne and lirery. A parliament was called in 
which this grievous oppreffion was declared to be 
high treafon. No fund being provided to render 
this impofition unnecefFary, it was continued. At- 
tentive to their own rights, a law was enadted that 
thC' ftatutcs made in England fhould not be of force 
in Ireland, unlefs they were allowed and publifhed 
in the kingdom, by parKament. The affairs of go- 
vernment in this country were reduced to fuch 
a ftate that it now became neceffary to difpenfe with 
feveral articles of the ftatute of Kilkenny moft unfa- 
vourable to the natives ; the Englifh were obliged 
to trade with them, they admitted them to their 
markets* The Irifh, from their numbers and en- 
creafed power, became neceffary for cultivating the 
land^ How mortifying to the pride of the Englifh 
was the following circumftance. They were com- 
pelled to pay to the natives, as the price of protec- 
tion, a certain annual tribute called black rent. 

.Henry the Fourth governed England thirteen 
years. His reign was full of trouble and inquietude. 
Before he afcended the throne he was generally be- 
loved ; after he was exalted to that dignity, he loft 
his popularity. His friends, to whom he was chiefly 
indebted for it, were diflGitisficd .with the manner in 

which 
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which he rewarded their fervices. The methods by 
which he obtained the crown, were confidered by 
great numbers as iniquitous. Hence, one infurrec- 
tion after another difturbed his peace. He over- 
came them, but that they were founded in juftice, 
the feelings of remorfe for his conduft which embit- 
tered his moments of reflexion, were, to his own 
heart, a convincing evidence. Had he procured the 
crown, not by violence but on the principles of 
right, the murder of the late unfortunate king, to 
which he muft have been acceflary, has fixed an in- 
delible ftain upon his memory. For courage, mi- 
litary abilities and thofe qualities requifite tp the 
arts df government, he was much diftinguilhed. 

* 

LETTER LXIL 

CERTAIN territories in France had been an- 
nexed to the Englifla crown, from the period 
of the Norman conqueft. The acquifitions of Ed- 
ward the Third, in that kingdom, had been very 
confiderable. Richard the Second was quite incapa- 
ble of maintaining thefe conquefts, and the fituati- 
on of Henry the Fourth was too critical to admit of 
his directing his arms to the continent. His fon 
and fucceffor, Henry the Fifth, feated fe- 
curely on the throne, and of a bold enter- 
prifmg genius, turited his views to France, refolved, 
that he would either recover, there, the territories of 
his forefathers, or, die in the attempt. The mighty 
preparations neceffary to the profecntion of this ardu- 
ous defign, left him little time to think of the affairs 
of Ireland. As a convincing proof of this, he ap- 
pointed Sir John Stanley viceroy of this kingdom. 

Sir 
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Sir John had borne that office before, and given cvi- 
dence^ by lus a»idu£t, that he was altogether unequal 
to the duties of if. The quartering of his foldiers on 
the people^ for which the natives had been fo fever^- 
ly condemned, and to prevent which practice among 
the Englifh, a law had been lately enaded, diffin- 
guifhed, particutarly, his Ihort and difgracefiil admi- 
niftration- The Archbifiiop of Dublin was chofen 
rn his place, to whom, iir a Ihort time, fuccecded 
Sir John Talbot LcM-d Fumival. Upon his arrival, 
he called together all the forces he could coireft, and 
marched through the feveral diftrifts of the pale, in 
military parade^ Some of the difaffedbed natives 
were reduced to fubmiflion^ He took Mac Mur- 
rough prifoner, which, probably, was the moft im- 
portant fervice he performed on this occafion. It is 
faid, that this deputy was not remarkable either for 
jtrftice or a regard, to the wcHare of the kingdom. 
iXiring his government, a law was ertafted by the 
Englifh parliament, which, even at riifa diftant pe- 
riod, muft excite our indignation. 

The miferabk condition of t\m country, for d 
long (erics of years, owing, in a great meafure, to 
the opprefiion of the Engliih, induced many of the 
native^ from time to time, to remove to England, 
in order to procJure moi'c confifortable means of fup^ 
port. Of thefe, no doubt, a number, particularly 
of the lower clafs, were not welt behaved. Inilead 
of punifhing the oflfenders in the ufuaJ way, the 
parliament of England eila^d, that all thoie of the 
Irifli, fuppofed to be irregular in their condud^ 
ftiould depart from the kingdom. Thi^ law^ (hame- 
fill in itietfy became ftill more injurious from being 

executed 
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executed with a degree of feverity, beyond the ori- 
ginal meaning and dcfign of it 

Persons of a refpefltable ftarixsn, even thofe who 
had gone to England for the purpofe of education, 
were driven indifcriminatcly from the kingdom with 
contempt. Hard indeed, that a people connefted 
to the Engfifli by fo many ties, fliould be excluded 
nrom the prote<5Vi6n of the law, and deprived of 
thofe privileges authonfed by cufbom immemorial, 
and fanftificd by the kw of nations. 

Henry had made rapid progrefs in France. At 
Agtncourt, in particular, his arms were crowned 
with fliining laurels. The Irifli parliament, which 
niet a fliort time after this memocable battle, confi- 
dered the time to be favourable for laying before his 
Majefty a ftate of the kingdom, and for •entreating 
a redrefs of grievances. A petition, with this vicw^ 
was drawn lap, but it was ftopped by the Chancellor, 
who, being too courtly to interrupt the agreeable 
feelings of the King, by a bufmefs of this nature, 
refufed to affix the feal to it Such men dilgrace the 
dignity of office, and are the pefts of focicty* 

Ireland merited fome gracious marks of atten- 
tion from Henry, for, at this time, the Prior oF 
Kilmainham led over to his affiftance, into France, 
fixteen hundted men. 

FuRNiVAL being called over to England, he ap- 
pointed, as his fubftitute, Richard Talbot Archbi- 
{hop of Dublin, by whom a parliament was con- 
vened at Naas, in which a fubfidy was granted to 
his Majefty. 

The fucceeding Lieutenant of Ireland was James 
Earl of Ormond. The King gave him the following 
extraordinary powers. He had authority not only 

to 
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fortunate fiicceffor, he was but nine months old. A 
war to be fopporled in France, where much re- 
mained to be done by tht Britilh arms, ifi order to 
the complete conqueft of the king4om ; the ambi- 
tion of rival and povrerfol bm^ons, to which no con- 
trol from the crown could be expeflred, during the 
courfe of a long minority^ exMbited an awful pro- 
fped in relation to the affairis of Eftgknd. What 
hopes then of hdppier days cotild M^e entertain \ti 
this neglected country ? 

The lords and commons of Englaind appointed 
the Duke of Bedford gtiardiati of the kingdom, in 
preference to the Duke of Glodcefter who had been 
deffined, by the will of the lafe king fo that office. 
Henry Beairfof t, Klhop of Wmchefler, the natural 
fon of John of Gaunt, w*s cntrtifted with the edu* 
cation of the young prince. 

Thpe firft Lieutenant of Ireland, appointed by the 
new miniftry, was Edmund Mortimer Earl of Marche 
and Utfter who fubftituted, as his deputy, the Bi- 
fliop of Meath an EngBfhman. 

A PARLIAMENT fummoncd to meet, in fourteen 
hundred and twenty three, palled a vote, that eighty 
marks fhould be annually paid to Gerald Kevanagh 
which had been the penfion of Mac Murchad, for 
aififting to preferve the public peace* 

Mortimer having died of the plague, Furnival 
was, a fecond time, made deputy of Ireland, who 
was fucceeded by the virtuous Ormond. His former 
adminiftration was dtftinguffhed v it was his endea- 
vour to naahe the prefent conducive alfo to the pub^ 
lie good. Nofwithfl-anding, we find, from a record 
of parliament which defcribes the limits of the pate, 

that 
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that the Englifti intereft in tWs ieouritry continued 
to decfme. i 

Du RING the prefent governiment of Orrtiond, in 
the year fotnteert hundred and thirty one, happened 
the remarkable Hcafe of the Prior of Lanthony. A 
judgment, in the common pleas, being removed to 
the Irilh pat^liament, was affirnied there ; upon 
which a writ of erfor was fent from England; but 
the King's bench in England, *r6Uld not take cog- 
nifance to reverfe a judgment confirmed by the par- 
Kamcnt of Ireland. In corifequehce of thiSj the Prior 
petitioned the King that the record might be tranf- 
mitted to'the Englifti Houfe of Lords, there to be 
examined. It is not faid that there were any ferther 
proceedings in this caufe. We have here a decifivc 
proof that the Englifti court of King's bench confi- 
dercd the powers of our parliament to be diftinft, 
fupreme and independent. That the lords did not 
then entertain different fentiments, but adled on the 
fame principles, we have great reafon to fuppofe. 

Thev mufl: have feen, as every unprejudiced 
mind muft fee, that a nation veiled by the principles 
of the conftitution with an exclufive authority to 
make laws, muft like wife have ^n exclufive authori^ 
ty to explain, apply and execute them. ' 

Imprudent grants and titles improperly -confer- 
red, were ever to be injurious to Ireland. James, 
having by his power and addrcfs, expelled his ne- 
phew from his rights, was v^ftcd by parliament with 
the territory and the honors of the houfe of Defmond* 
He was alfo empqwered to purdiafe lands to a con-» 
fiderable extent and made governor of the counties 
of Waterford, Cork, Limerick and Kerry; Bcfides, 
having reprefentcd the necefiity which there was of 

Vol. L R conftantly; 
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•con&antly attending: :hi$ cluMCgfti ;4ttd tlic danger 
when abroad, * to which he was expofcd, from the 
.King^s ^nm4^ tawhofe ferviiee he >yas known to 
be a 2cakfos friend, . he obtained 'the WKommon pri- 
vilege of abfenting himfelf from parliament. Def- 
mond, as mi^: have been expefted, abufed tiiefe 
powers. The Deputy not bdi^. able to force him to 
obedience^ was obliged to procure a fufpcnfiori of 
^fltlittes^ by treating ' with himjasi an independent 
chieftain. 

Abov T this time, it wa3 en^ed by the Irifti par- 
liament^ that all i^utes made within the realm of ] 
£ng]iand againil putveyprs, fliotild he bbferved, in 
all points, and executed in this kingdom. Thcfe 
EngMi laws had been ena^ed in the retgn of Ridi- 
ard the Second and in the preceding reigns, but 
were of no power hftrct until ftampt .with the fenc- 
tion of our tegMatufev 

A CAUSE deter^paaed the twentieth year of this 
reign deferves notice. Every tran&t^ion merits par- 
ticular attention, which tends to illiifttate and afcer- 
tain the- rprivileges of lom country. John Pilking- 
ton brought a fctre facias againft a certain perfon, to 
ihew why letters patent by which the Kiiig.had 
granted an office to htm ihould not be repealed, as 
the. faid Pilkington had the fame office panted him 
by former letters patent^ to occupy by himfelf or 
his deputy. Upon \frhich, the defendant pleaded, 
that the land of Irieknd, time out of memory, had 
beea fevered from the realm of England ; ruled by 
cu&>ms and laws erf" it's own. That it JiWh a p»r- 
Haitient. fummoned by due authority; veiled with a 
pouret of makii^ ftatutes, by which parliament it 
was ordained, that every one who held an oSice in 
> v feid 
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faid |aad^ before Zr certain day, (hall occupy it Uy 
hinifctf or forfeit it ; . that Pillcington cxcupied. faid 
office by a depuiy, for which, it was forfeited. Five 
judges argued upoi^ this cauije, three of whomgaye 
jiKigpaent in favour of tb^ defendant. In t^e ccHjrfe 
of the argumpnjt,. two of thi^Jud^s deckned th?t 
3u EngUfh ftatijbte Tent tp Ireland, by the King, m^* 
der his great fei^i, fipes npt bind it^ excerpt it be:^p* 
pi;pyed by the iriChparli^Pfent, ^which way not denied 
by the other JAulgps. 

Even the \^iX of nien arie not exempted fropi 
ij3graticude and injiutiojus treatment. ThoMgb.pr* 
mond raeritied t^c. love of all, h/e had eneinie^ 
Thefe nufir«pre£^a.ted him to tljie King, who being, 
ia coniequeqc^, prejudiced agaiii^il hiip, ordered him 
toreJi^uifh t^e gpyernmept of Ire^nd and tovin* 
dicate his conduct, in his prefence. Infpired by a 
feivfe of confcious initegrity, . Oni^and fummoned to 
Drogheda a meeting of the nobiijity and gentry. 
To them, in prefence of the ^gonts Cent from Eng^** 
land to recall him, he applied, whether as deputy 
of Ireland he had merited the accufation of his ene- 
mies. The ^fiembly bore ^ very Jioppurable tefti- 
moriy to the virtuous unexceptionable manner in 
yhich be had discharged the <iuties q{ his office. 
JJci^ry wias faiisfied for the prefent^ b^t, fonie time 
after, his ^cufers h^jd the add^efs to carry th^ir 
p^t. Ormpnd wae recalled and tbp Earl of 'Sht^wf- 
bury fubftitutecj in bis place. * 

Shrjswi&puiiy lield a pajlifimffPt ^^t T^rim^ by 
which a few fuflnptuary laws Wre^ijs^ed, - • - • 
to. check a tafte for e^pepce which ^sji^^s htr • 
gmmng to Jippear^ yccy.inconfiftcnt.witSh the prefiwit 
inapoveriihed ftatc* . pf the f kingdom. Some ft^tutee 
, R a were 
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were Bkewife enafted with a view to the public 
peace. One of them was moft unjuft. By it, any 
of the denized natives who fhould kill or rob, might 
be lifed as an Irifti enemy and flain. That is, a 
lative by liis charter of denization was entitled to 
the privileges of Englilh law and yet might be pu- 
ntflied for an offence, even to the lofs of life, with- 
out being allowed the benefit of cither judge or jury. 
The Deputy entered into the views and fenti- 
ments of the fadtion which had been fo unfriendly 
'to Ormond ; having been fupported by them during 
his government, on his return to Ehgland, he fup- 
pwted them in their renewed efforts to injure him 
with the King ; but Henry, naturally gentle in his 
difpofition and probably convinced of the innocence 
of' Ormond, protefted him againft the malevolence 
of his enemies. This, as Doftor Leiand very juftly 
obferves, appears to have laid the foundation of that 
•attachment to the family of Pkmtagenet for which 
the Butlers were afterwards fo diftinguilhed. 

Farewell. 

LETTER LXIV. 

AR I VAL was now about to appear as a compe- 
titor wkh the Plantagenets for the Britifh 
throne. That family derived their claim from John 
of Gaunt, fourth fon of Edward the Third. Richard 
Duke of York, defcended from Clarence, the elder 
brother of John, had been, on more than one occafion, 
regent of France, where he fupported the intcreft of 
his country with confiderable dignity and reputation. 
Difcontented with, the manner in which he was treat- 
ed by the Engli(h court^ he adopted a mode of c6n- 

- '. duft 
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du6t which raifed fofpicions ia the mlndr of Henry ^ 

or rather,, in hi& ambitious queen, that he intended^tO: 

aflfert his title to the crown. Ta pkcc him in e fitua- 

tion lefs favourable to fuch a defign feemed hig^y 

expedient- With this view, it was^rcfolyed ta mal^e 

him lord lieutenant of Irelatid., He was poffefifed 

of the earldom. x)f Ulfter i|i . thii^ kingdom and of 

a very extenfiye eftate which defcended to him, fey 

the mother*6 fidei from Lionel tWrd fon of Edward 

the .Third,^ who, you remember,. laarried the only 

daughter and tteirefs of Do Bvirgq Earl of Ulller. 

As an additional motive to iodnce Richard tp ,cpme. 

oyer to this kingdom, his ppwers. W!:ere enlarged bc-» 

yond what were ever e^tru^Cjcl toiany former vice- , 

loy. . ..: : ^., . / ■ . .- ; , ■ . 

Tj«i^s encouraged, York came to. Ireland yis^ de;- 

puty. lie had already indulged thc^ fecrethope of 

placing himfclf upon the Englilb throne- His ^qpr 

Bexions i|i. thi^ 9puntry and ^ the additional powefs 

annexed to his office were dtcumftances whiph he. 

determined t^ infiprove in fuch a rpanner as to render 

them conducive to his. wifhes., Tp conciliate the af- 

feftions qf the jp^qiplpj^ he, treated all wjip apprpachcd 

hitii/ with affability and politeaefe. i Amidft the pppp- 

fite pretenfions pf rivd chie&aixis,^ , he wasi pbliging 

to each, but gave the preference tp nope. . Ormphd 

and Defmond were cppipetitprs Jor pre-emiiiep(:e 1 

both of thefe brds he engaged for f ppnfprs to his , fon 

Clarence, who was at. tKs time bprn. This was a 

niafter ftroke of policy. . . _r 

Eo c H A c A N . %n, Iri(h chieftiih invaded Nl^ath * 

York marched to pppofe hinx. iThe matter fpecdily 

ended in an accomtnodation. What a pity that men 

animated by the Ipvc of liberty and a 4rfgh fenfe of 

R 3 ^heir 
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their natural independence 'fhoulcl *cver hav^^ bteh 
deprived of it ! Says Eoehagan, on rc'tuming hoftife ' 
to" His friends, ** I h'dve gTveh ^>eace to <hte King^s 
Oeuternant." ' - '' 

Ok eVferjr trcatjr't^th the inibrgbnts, the Dfeptfty 
tefli^ed a ftriA regard Tor jtAltcte. ®y ' thefe meafts, 
he acquired a high degree of -i^pdlartty. 

In' two fucceffivc Tpkrferrienftj,^^y^his lifftueiice, 
a5?ts Were paffed Very beneficiitl to the kingdom fend- 
favourable to the priviteges of the fiabjedt. iThe- 
cxaftion of coignfe arid fivery Was forbidden, -and,- 
as a provifion for the 'king's forces m pkce of i*, it 
^as enafted that every 'portion df knd df theSr^lUc 
of tc^ pounds, 'ftiould be obliged ^to fiirnifh^dild 
maintain an archer on horfeback. He alfo was em- 
pb^i^ei^d by law to <5all lipon' thc^kihg's vilfils, 
when occafion required, according to^e j^rinciplte 
lipon Which they held iheir tenufcs^ ' ^ : 

^oiife dfcuniffances had arlfth wWch Mrcitid 
m6rfe ftrdngly, the iforpicibiis of^lie queen aiid her 
party, ' wltji tefpea: to 'the* defigns 'of York. As- W^ 
fcheme WaiS hot yet 'ripe for execution, it was-hecftf- 
fary tb remove 'them. 'FAr ' this puf pofe, he -ftt 6# 
for lliondon, eluded th6' vigilance of his inehiii^'V?ho 
had been ftatloned 6h the codft bf Wales -to prevent 
his'laiiding, a(>peared in the priefence of Ae ^IRng- 
^nd'Tatisfled'him in ref^eft to his intentions.' 

With a view to gain his iavourable' opinion, -the 
t)eputy On his (departure, had left, as his fuBftitWe, 
the Earl of Ormond, ^ fincereatidi2realtnis' friend of 
the houfe of Plantagenet. Orhiorid beiiig ' tecaf led 
to England was fticceeded in the government bf Ire- 
land, ' firft by* the Archbifhop of Armagh and thien, * 
upon his death, by Sir Edward Fift Euilace. By this 

time 



^mc dJA^ofdcsi l^etoiAi ta eticieafe,' ifi feveral paftfi of 
Ihc kingdom^ i OXSmamy caiii lef Jfhc infufgehtsr, 
made ij^urfion^ irio tbe <(enitory dF i^jdarel filing 
ftirprbed by 'the:jE)e|mty aiJd dtt«ttf«mg w^ «fcap*; 
^is h(M:fe;lJirew.hixa:ta. the^biHi^^^^^^ Ai foa-by ihts 
fide^ Avatchdag the^ fefety tff 'Ws ferhcr; Itew to. Ks 
i^CQWf and amounted {nm^^^bttt['^gttth he Ra'd fKe 
misfortune to faiL Begone my child, cried iSVCbft- 
iyH'> iwd.Uike careiDfiy^mir^&^i^ '^^hc 

other lefufed «nd: totwated Ais paf^ to mouftt oncd 
i»or^j. und endcatoaaf'-to^rfca^ .8t«*P Ms cn^mtcs. 
More; ianxiow ifeeihiafoii' Aftfft Kii' WA firfwy^ ^<^ 
fiuJi^r woUW fiiefc c(Hiip}yHh' ^(hdv^inf ^e rfikift dt ihh 
wteri^fting,. ii{64:^8mtabfe 'c©ntd^^ S^^ii^ Jtiifcen pfrifoner/ 
7)ie hoart pofie^H ofiiiehiCQcQcHt^ feelmgs of nkm^ 
tal :fiffo<5Uoiv <»i€J Aaa^' kwi^rht^ c^ttt^fcafbefy capa^ 
ble of a crime^ O'Connor, in the prefent inftande: 
had commit tedTixo cniAey • eve*i-1h flie eyes of the 
Pepfityv wiwt^ hiving hOLrmmdfivti dfFence, fbtihd 
it to be triviatfandiettttm at^ Bbcffyi - * • -'' 

;; Iir -a- parlianSeiit held by Ftfaj'Euflace, it was in- 
a<ted that theye'ftouid be'4i<^'«|!^eals to England, 
tucspi in cafes *y^tt6- there was ^ charge of treaion 
agai^ the.Kihgly perfon r bqt if^ t!ie p!atntiiF failed 
of hia- proof, he ihotikt pay damages to the defen* 
danr, befides-a ephfiderabte fitie. 
;;Fy cMs time, Yorft had opfenly avowed hts pre- 
tenfions td the crown, takerf tip arms and defeated 
the Ring's forces at Saint- Albans. In this engage- 
ment^ Somerfet^ the general bf the royal army, W^ 
flain atnd Henry taken priforier. The Britifh par- 
liament^ which met tipon this dccafion, conftituted the 
Duke, lord proteftor of England, who, to fupport 
Ilia irttercft in this kingdom, where he had already 

many 
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many ftiwds, appointed 'the E^rl of Kildam vice»y. 
Kildare was pne :of his^nioft faithffal adherents'; he* 
was befidcs a particular' favourite with*the old Eng- 
lifti fettlcrs. T^is circuoaftance" greatly conduced 
to. prefervc Ws ajlthority. None gave uneafinels to 
his govermn^nt;^ <^tc0pt jhe^Butlers, who were warm 
partisans of «th& oppbfite caufc-Thcm he reduced 
to obedience. /.. . I : • :. 

THE-proCpfftjQf York begannow to w^aramdre 
unfavourable ^%!|(£t.| -At Blote Hfea^^ being de- 
fected by hU annj!, b? was obliged td fly to Ireland^ 
Here he met yflih^ moft cordial Toception. He was 
treated with every .niifark of hpnoDand refpeft^ his 
authority as chief go^^femorw^iwcogaifed. Thofc- 
of every order;-. aUnQJ(t unanimbuflyv detemiitied to 
maintain his cauie9.^tithe;rirq!Ufi''cfthdr lives' and 

fortunes. .r ♦ :; .y''^: 

Writs werjc tranfmittcd from England ibr ap- 
prehending . all who declared in Iris fiproor; .York 
not only had influence fuffident ;ta control their exe^ 
cution, but to [procure froot the hriih'.. parliament a 
law to prevent, ef&<5tually, Aich attempts in fitture. 
Other afts were likewife paffed. highly lai. his fayoair.- 
Tbey confirmed the ps^ent by which he held M]as 
office as viceroy.. Th<ey madQ./u capital for any one 
to attempt his life. . To prevent the intexfejrence cS 
the Englifh, parliament in refpeft to thefe, p^ any 
other of their l^ws, the indepemdeijce of Ireland, on 
any foreign legiflfture, was declared in the moft ex- 
prefs terms. Upon this principle, . they made it 
penal for any perfon to appeal from the decifion of 
an Irilh court of J^w to any of the courts of tew in 
England. . ..r . .:• • 

.'.••'•• Aftbr 
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After the battle of Blore Health^ Warwrck, the 
Duke of York's zealous partizan, efcaped to France, 
where he collected a confiderableforce," with which 
he returned to England, and being reinforced 
by a number of the friends of the feme caufe I 

prepared to receive him, he engaged the royal army 
at Northampton and obtained a compleat vidory. 
When the Dui^e heard of this favourable turn in his 
affairs, he fet off immediately for England to ani- 
mate; hfe adbsr/jnts . by his prefence and by nearly 
five thottfarid ram* who followed his ftandard from 
Ireland.: At Wakefield: he was attacked by the ene- 
my with a force much fuperior. He. was routed and 
fdil^uixai. the [field of battle. 

T h:e? .prefence of 41 governour . fo juft, fo prudent 
and amiable as the Duke of York, preferved Ireland 
in «. /late of unufuai trahquility- Upon his death, 
withiwhomjieriftied more^ than two thoufand of the 
Ehgliflaii^jho had' accompanied him from this coun- 
try,::thc mtives renewed, their former infurreilions. 
Ill; their feveral diftri&s, " the Engliftifettlers,. having 
pdiforci adequate to their protcftion^ . were obliged 
tp- acknowledge the independence of the Irilh chief- 
tains artd. to pay them^ for their .fecurity, the ufual 
tcibute.'-:.:. '1 ': . -. ■ ..• ' ' • • 

-Wnilsf the unhappy difpiife . continued, re- 
{peding: the jEngliffe crown, betwixt the families c!f 
York mkI Lancafter,;khc reins of government in Irc^ 
land^ at no period regnlarlry oondu^edy were morA 
than ufually relaxed;- Our deputies, being left in a 
great meafure to theitifelvesyfeixedtheoppprtumty for 
gratifying their avarice and an^bitiopf. Parliaments 
wdre often called by. them for the p^rpofe of enrich- 
ing then^felvcs and their friends by ^e. impofipg of 

taxes 
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taxes Off rtic pcopte. As a reftr aiiu upon their >a*- 
pacity, a law, ta be iti force, three years, was.-en- 
afted,. that it (houid not be ia the power of axhief 
govemour to Cuitutioii a paarliasaem moce ireqjientl^ 
than once ia a year^ . .: . ^ 

LETT E R LXV. 

I C T O K Y at W^kefieW, , wftci« the CSufcerf^ 
York iVas il^, haying . dec&red in ^vrour of 
Mififgaret of Anjou, .opened to her a fair profpe^ of 
^-j retrieving Ber paft misfortunes, itfhriglrten- 
ed^ Near Saint AJhansi: flieiobtainedW^f?cond 
ttiumph over the army of York cemmandert by ^the. 
EarSof Wafwick,: «Short Bved were her hopcsu; At 
Santonin Waiwick obtained a dccifive yi^toryy and 
Edward, efdeft ion of the Diike Af York^was pliriccd 
en: the throne. Upon his acceifion^^ the Kyrliof KiF* 
(fere, appointed to the office. by the Iriflif mknicill 
was confirmed lord.juftice of .this kingdom^ Bhtirtfy 
afttr, the Duke of Clarence, wns created for fife, 
viceroy of, Irelanrfl Vidory too often' enffanms^re^ 
fentment and triumphs over thebeft propenfmes of 
the heart. The Earl of Ormond, a^ ffeady feend 
©f the family of Plajxtageraet, had <£ediTr.£ngIand 
by the hdnd of the exipcutioner. Our parfia^ei^t 
imitating this flkmeful exampfe. of inbum&mtyy.at- 
fainted feveral knr^ and a number of the family tc^ 
Butler^ as guilty of high tr^afoh; Sir Jofai iBiilkry 
reprcfentalive of the houfe of Otmond, being" fo imv 
prudent as to engage to dHsdviiantage the tro^^ps of 
the Earl of Defmond, was entirely defeated* His 
ifewns and territories became a ^ey to the conque- 
rors. 
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rom. In rcAvard of: this iiicceikfisi dflfort agatnft the 
only, attempt of confequence made in this cduntrjr 
in fsivatDurJdf the hoofe :of Lancafter, Edward created 
Defimnd lord lieutenant of irebad. )<Iever before 
had i an Idfh dueftain obtained thk 'honor. He was 
delighted with it.:. But^a cloud foon. darkened the 
a^'^^eabfe.profpeft^viBdi itpreferitod^t^ view. 

3B1: TtT^an ancieiit fihglrfh fettlcr, made inciirfidns 
into the territories of Melachlin, a branch of an Irifli 
fefii:rdfftipguiftied by their confequence in Munfter. 
Mefaclillii:colte^d forcfife, repulfedthe invader and 
kept/ his army tdgbriieribrthe annoyance ^of. bis. ene- 
mies... r^Phis was' conlidef ed by the deputy as an in- 
fuk ' upon »his authoritj^ He attacked Melachlin in 
battle; • Fortune: defetted his ftandard. He was 
defeated and taken ipviToner. One of Melachiin's 
Idaders, :on this occafion,* was the fon of O'Connor^ 
who, y$Auin hrs father was expofed in battle; to the 
moft imminent d^uiget/'had exerted iMmfelf for 'his 
fefety with fueh tender aild generous feilfAnlity. Once 
niorevhe appears to us- in a diftingulflied ^and amiable 
point :of. view. Young. O-Omnor temembred with 
gratitude the kindnefs with which his father had been 
tredted 'by a former deputy and determined to return 
the* bbfigatii^n' to Defr^dwd. He tookihim under his 
pKxte^iOft fwith^a mmaber df Ms foUoi/irers, prefer ved 
thMi frdi^infult and^as the means of their being 
r^ibred to^ liberty. . ^ * 

^Ttt^i s: 'Affair leflfeneid> the Deputy in the opinion of 
ihe^itwitfcre^. 'They made incurfidns into Munfter 
and' et^en threatened t-an* In vafion of the pale. To 
av^rt ^ this danger; Defmond entered into a treaty 
with them, the terms. of which were not favourabie 
to his -autnority, 

He 
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He was now obliged to defend Mmfelf from an at- 
tack of a different nature. From the time, in parr 
ticular, of his beii^ created deputy, he had many 
enemies. Thefe refolved to embrace the prefent 
opportunity of gratifying their refentment. They 
reprefented to the king that rDelmond was icUiloyal, 
and an oppreffibr of his fubjefks ; that inliead of op- 
pofing Ms enemies with fpirit he had purchafed pe^c 
by difhonourable treaties. ; . 

. A p A R Lx A M.E N T (umiYioned to Wexfordy-probably. 
lofruftrate tMs accufation, tranfmitted an addreis to 
Edward, in which^ they enJOretttied; him to, pay no 
reg^d to any accu&tions made to him of the, de- 
putr)r, afluring his majefty that hehadbeen .a^seealous 
and a fiiccefsfut oppofer of" his encmiesr of theOr^. 
mond fa^ibn and .well. qualified for difchargbcigwith 
propriety the duSes of his pfficei. -Thus fiippocfoc!, 
Defmond paffed over into Engtohd, vMdidUted his 
charadter, iand retairn^d triumphaajt: 
' To ficcure the favour of the K.ingt whofe jntcrpo* 
fition in hia behalf had; favcd him from deftr«6kk«,. 
he refolved tOTexert himfelf, in fpf>port of the Eng- 
lifti intereft in. thiJ kingdom.// • - 

It has been mcBftidncd that numbers of frifh had 
continued talive in drfFerent parts of the patei- Pajs 
liamcnt, now determined that tfeey.lhouId,:in a. year, 
. becofiae liegemen, of the .king ; that they muft 

'^ ^* take Englifh furnames and wear the .EngUlh 
garb. Defmond, had not th^t attachnfeife :to the 
riglits of the natives; -wbich^ as • jkil Iriih <^ftain^ 
mfight have been expe<acd. : Efefides tlfe encroach- 
meht on their privileges, they had experienced, foon 
after his appointment to thfe government, an aft of 

* arbitrary 
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arbitrary power in the legilkturc difgracefiil to juC- 
tice and fhocking to every fentiment of humanity. 

In fourteen hundred and fixty three, the parlia- 
ment had enafted, that any of the natives, without 
legal procefs, might be killed, if Engaged in ftealing 
or robbing, provided they had no perfons in their 
company cloathed in Englifh apparel. 

The parliament of fourteen hundred and fixty 
five was diftinguiflied by a law whicb enafted that 
all ftatutes made by authority of the parliament of 
England be ratified and confirmed and held in full 
force in Ireland fi'om the fixth of March preceding. 

At this period, Earl Rivers, father-in-law, to the 
King, was dignified with the office of Lord High 
Chancellor of England. To make way for this pro- 
motion^ Tiptoft, Earl of Worcefter, was created, 
with extenfive power. Deputy of Ireland. Before 
him the enemies of Defmond renewed their com- 
plaints. Tiptoft gave them a favourable hearing. 
In a parliament met at Drogheda, undfcr the influence 
of the oppofite faftion, not only Defmond, but the 
Earl of Kildare and Edward Plunket, on atcount of 
various crimes and mifdemeanours, were attainted 
of high treafon. Kildare efcaped. Defmond, through 
the violence of his enemies, loft his head upon the 
fcaffold. Kildare went immediately to England. 
In the prefence of- the King he. complained of the 
injuries he had received. Edward admitted him to 
favour and at his Majefty's defile, the Irifh par- 
liament revcrfed his attainder. From the condition 
of a ftate criminal in* which his life* had been expofcd 
to imminent danger, he was vefted with the dignity 
of Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and Tiptoft, recalled 
to England and cdndanned of partiality and injuf* 

tice. 
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jdce^ paid for his mifccxiduft the: forfeit of Im life by 
a public executioiu 

FacewelL 

LETTER LXVI. 

TH £ friends of Henry, by a new md vigorous 
exertion, placed him once SK^re on the tl^rone. 
This tran&ent viciffitude ended in the death of that 
vn&^tunate prince, and in ceplacit^ the crown on 
the head of Edward, which he now was permitted to 
wear without difturbance or interriq^tion. 

Ai* the meeting of the Irifih parliament, in. four- 
teen hundred and feventy four, a law was enaOied 
by which it was exprefsly declared, that laws made 
in England ihould not be of force in Ireland nialefs 
allowed and publiSved in this kingom by parliw^^^nt. 
This memorable ftatute fprung from the.nohie fj^rit 
which claimed for us at firft a diftihd and indepen- 
dent conftitution, which procured for us the privi- 
leges of Magna Charta, and which now guarded with 
jealoufy againft any dcfigns the Englifti legiflature 
might entertain of breaking down the fecred bul- 
warks of our liberty, by extending their laws to Ire- 
land. 

The fame parliament efiabliOied what was calkd 
the fraternity of Saint George. This inftitutkm conr 
filled of thirteen ,principal ofiieersj at the head of 
whom was placed a captain, whofe power, having 
fubfifted for a year,, wm tranfmitted to a fujccei&r 
tod confined to the fame period . Thtfe officers had 
under their command two hundred archers, with 
airthority to call together fucih additional auxiliaries 
as. any fuddea emergence imght render neceffary. 

On 
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On Ac anniverfary^df Saint George^ they were to 
meet t<3get1ier, anmially, m the capital, to prefervc 
and invigorate the -principles df iheir inftrtution, of 
which the protisftion of the pale was the primary 
objeft. This fmtermty txmtinued until the tenth 
year df the reign of Henry the Seventh. 

The family <rf Kildare Imd now profpercd, far 
fomc time, -without 4nterrupti(Mu But it*s fecurity 
began to be endangered froni the growing influence 
at court of John ^rl of <Ormond. Upon the de- 
pneffion! of iuB houfe, that liobleman had fled to Eng- 
land^ and, by a graceM exterior and polite manners, 
feongly recommended himfelf to Edward^ who was 
oac of the rrv)ft accomplifhed princes in Chriften- 
4onL His partizans in this kingdom be^a to reco^ 
ver their fpirits* They looked forward with the 
l^lea&ig expe^Station of 43etter dayi^ and were not 
diiappokited. Kiidare was removed from the go^- 
vemment, a friend of Ormond fubftituted in Tiis 
i<bce, and the aAof attainder which had been pafled 
againft ^is family tepealedi, by a new parliament de- 
voted to his intereft. 

The Biftiop of Meafh, fome time before ap- 
pointed deputy of Ireland, held a, parliament in Dub- 
lin, by which, among other laws, it was enadted, 
that atoy Engliftiman, injured by a native, not ame- 
nable to law, might reprize liimfelf upon the whole 
fept or nation- In this manner, to punifh the inno- 
cent for tlie crimes of the guilty, was a new and a 
more flagrant inftance of the unjuft treatment whidi 
the unfortunate people of thif? coaatry had received 
from the Rnglifh, in aimoft every tranfa€lion with 
them, froRi the time they firft invaded Ireland. 

Violent. 
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Violent difputes continued betwixt the family 
of Kildare and the Butlers. Lately, the latter had 
acquired the afcendancc ; they retained it but a fhort 
time. Gerald Earl of Kildare was created juftice ^ his 
honor in like manner was tranfient. But after having 
oppofed the authority of Lord Grey, appointed de- 
puty by the King, and fome changes taken p3ace 
among the ruFmg powers, he was reinftated in his 
office and eftabliftied his power on a pretty foBd 
foundation. By giving his fifter in marriage to Con, 
the fon of O'Nial of Ulfter, lie attached to his 
family one of the moft powerful cWeftaihs in the 
kingdom. 

The revenue of Ireland was, at this time, fo mife- 
rably reduced as fcarcely .to be fufficient for de- 
fraying the expence, as we are told by Cox, of a 
hundred and twenty horfemcn, the whole Handing 
force with which Kildare .was furnilhed for fupport- 
ing the authority of government. 

Edward the Fourth died the twenty ninth of 
April, fourteen hundred atld eighty, three, in the 
twenty third year of his reign. He was fond of 
parade, ftained his chara<5ter by feveral afts of cru- 
elty; wasftrongly addided to fenfual pleafure and 
undiftinguilhed by either prudence or virtue. 

Adieu* 

LET T E R LXVII. 

ON the demife of the King, his young fon Ed- 
ward was proclaimed his fucceffbr. His uncle 
Richard Duke of Gloucefter, by bribery, cunning 
and addrefs, arts of which he was perfectly mafter, 
had himfelf appointed Lord Protedtor of England. 

la 
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In his perfon, Richard was the caricature of defor- 
mity. In the qualities of bis mind, none of the hu* 
roan kind was ever more odious and deteftable. He 
was an infamous hypocrite and his heart bid defiance 
not only to the eonnnon obligations of juftice and 
of honor, but to every fentiment of natural affec* 
tion and every feeling of humanity. His royal ne- 
phew with his brother, whofc tender age might have 
excited in him fome compaffion, fell viftims to his 
cmeity. The diief obftacles to the gratification of 
his ambitious views being thus renjoved, he afcend-^ 
ded^the throne. 

With refpeft to Ireland, a franfaftion happened 
in the fecond year of the reign of Richard, which 
merits notice. Certain traders of Waterford fliippcd 
nierchandifes of the ftaple, intending to carry them 
to Sluice in Flanders, contrary to an Englifti ftatute 
of Henry the Sixth, by which it was cnaAed, that 
all fuch merchandifes of the kingdom of England 
and of the countries of Ireland and Wales fliould be 
tranfported to Calais and no where elfe. The trea- 
furer of Calais feized the fhip. Upon a petition of 
the merchants of Waterford to the King and council 
for redrefs, the juftices were aflcmbled in the exche- 
quer chamber for their opinion. The chief point to 
be confidered, was, ** If towns corporate in Ireland 
and other inhabitants of that country fhall be bound 
by ftatutes made in England/* The refult of their 
deliberation was, ** That the land of Ireland, in 
itfeif, had a parliament and all other courts, as iiii 
England : And by the fame parliament doth make 
and change laws and are not bound by the ftatutes 
of England, becaufc they have not therein knights of 
parliament," to which they add, *' gut this is to be 

Vo^- 1; S iinderft094 
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.underftood of lands and things in the land only to 
be affedted, but the perfons are the King's fubjcfts, 
and, as fubjedls, arc to be bound by any thing done 
out of Ireland againft the ftatute, as the inhabitants 
of Calais, Gafcoine, Guines ; and likewife (hall be 
obedient to the admiral x>f England, with refpcA to 
things done upon the fea.*' 

The former part of this oprinion, which denies 
that the Englifh legiflaturc has any authority to bind 
this country internally, is agreeable to the rights of 
our conftitution ; the latter part, which claims a 
power in Britain to bind us externally, leads to a 
flagrant violation of it. If England, with refpe6t to 
us, had an abfolute dominion over the fea, if (he 
tould regulate our trade at pleafure, if our commer- 
cial privileges were fubjeft to her control, then Irifh- 
men, in a matter effential to their happinefs and pro- 
Iperity, would have tio pretcnfions to freedom. T9 
a nation fuch as ours, depending upon foreign trade 
for fo many of the neceflaries and the comforts of 
life^ a power of making laws confined within the 
limits of riie land, is but as it were the fliadoW of 
liberty. Would not an authority df rcftraining us 
in matters of an external nature acquiefced in and 
acknowledged, be always exerctfed to our disadvan- 
tage upon all occafions of competition ? By the fa- 
ored unalienable rights of mei;i ; by the great charter 
of nature and of com pad, we are a free and inde- 
pendent people, therefore mull ever reprobate the 
idea of being fubjed, either to an internal or external 
control by the legiflature of Britain or any other 
nation under heaven. United with England as fub- 
jeds of the fame king, but poffefled, without the 
loaft poflible exception, pf diftind and feperate con- 

ftitutioQj, 
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fiitutions, we may with the fame reafon, with the 
fame juftice and good faith prefume, in any inftancc 
land under whatever poflible defcription, to make laws 
to bind her, as that Ihe fliould prefume to make 
laws to bind us. Every Irilbman (hould have this 
convidion engraven upon his heart in indelible char 
?:afters. You have feen that this glorious principle, 
on every occafion, animated the breafts and influ- 
cncccf the conduct of our anceftors. And would it 
not be a fhameful degeneracy in their pofterity not 
to imitate fo noble and fo laudable an example ? 

Richard was too bufily engaged in oppofing 
his enemies and in ende^vpuring to cftablifli his 
ufurped authority, to pa,y any particular attention 
to the affairs of Ireland. He continueci as depu- 
ty, Gerald Earl of Kildare. In fourteen hundred 
and eighty three, he held a parliament, which 
was twice aflembled the following year. Neither 
the adls of thefe parliaments, upon record, or any 
other tranfad^ipn of his governrnent merits atten- 
tion. 

It was not to be fuppofed that Richard could 
long fit upon a throne which he had purchafed by at 
feries of deteftable villainies. Buckingham, the dupe 
©f his own ambition and the inftrument employed by 
the King, in executing jiis abominable fchemes, un- 
fortunately experienced that the hearty which heard 
not the voice of juftice and humanity, w^s a ftranger 
to gratitude. Richard defrauded him of the promifr 
ed reward of his fervices, Buckingham rebelled and 
endeavoured to ftrip him of the crown. This oppo?- 
fition was but the beginning of his troubles. Rich- 
mond, a furviviqg heir tp the pretenfions of the hpufe 
^f Lanea|ler, landed in England with an army, en- 

S z countere4 
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countered and flew Richard in battle at Bofworth,^ 
on ■ tlic twenty fecond of Auguft Fourteen hundred 
and eighty five. Upon this fortunate event, he 
mounted the throne by the name and title of Henry 
the Seventh. His marriage with Elizabeth, daugh* 
tcr of Edward the Fourtli, united the claims of the 

houfes of York and Lancafter, whofe competition 
for the crown, bad, for a Teries of years, deluged 

England with inundations of blood. 

Adieu. 

LETTER LXVIir, 

THE revolution that placed Henry on the 
throne was by no means agreeable to the le^- 
ing families of Ireland, all of whom, Ormond and 
his connexions excepted, had been warmly attached 
to the houfe of York. Henry, who had a mind too 
exalted to be influenced by refentinent, and who 
was one of the wifeft of princes, took meafures the 
mod efFeftual for gaining the afFedlions of thofe who 
were holflle to hisintereft. Whilft his friends, the 
family of Ormond and of Defmond, were reftored to 
their honours and eftate, Kildare was continued de- 
puty and the other officers of Hate permitted to re- 
tain their employments. 

But neither he nor his connexions felt, as they 
ought, this unmerited kindnefs. They ftill afted 
on the fame principles. Henry fufpefted Kildare^ 
and, to prevent him from purfuing fcheraes inimi- 
cal to his authority in Ireland, ordered him to repair 
"to England, under colour of receiving information 
concerning the affairs of this country. Kildare pe- 
netrated the defign and eluded the command, by 

procuring 
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procurisg a reprefeatation to his Majefly, that the 
prefent ftatc of Ireland wouU not admit of the ab- 
ffence of the Lord Deputy. 

In England, the numerous partizans of the houfe 
of Yotk, notwithftanding the marriage of Henry 
with Elizabeth,, were nnich difpleafcd with the late 
rcvolutiiwi- Their difcontents daily multiplied. 
Richard Simon, a Prieft of Oxford, ambitious and 
cntgrprifing, refolved to take advantage of them. 
Seizing the prefent opportunity, as molt favourabte 
for the execution of a fcheme,^^ which, for fome 
time, he had been employed ia bringing to maturi- 
ty, he held fbrth to public* view one Lambert Sim- 
nel, who, as the Earl of Warwick, juft cfcaped* 
from the tower,, ekimed a right to the crown^ He 
had been admirably inftrudted and was well quafi- 
lied for the purpofe^ KBs mein, his addrefs, with 
his converfation, were fuired, with great proprietyj^^ 
to the part he had to aft. 

In England^ this daring impofture would foon 
have been difcovered. 

The Duke of Clarence, reputed father of this 
pretender to royalty, had been born in Ireland,, of 
which he was viceroy for many years. Befidcs, the 
warm attachment of the people here to the family 
©f York, would render them more liaWe to be de-^ 
ttived, on the prefent occafion. For thefe reafons, 
Ireland was fixed upon for the theatre on which 
young Simnel (hould make his firft appearance. 
Kildarc, who, we may fuppofe, had been prepared 
for the bufmefs, gave Simnel, on his arrival, the 
moft honourable reception. The intelligence wad 
every where received with joy and with mutual con- 
gratulations. 

S 3 The 
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The Deputy and council admitted the cridence 
in favour of the identity of his perfon as indubitafcler 
His title to the crown was recognized and he was 
proclaimed king by the name of Edward the Sixth. 
The family of the Butlers, a few others, witli the 
city of Waterford, alone continued in their allegi- 
ance to Henry. 

Of thofe who warmly efpoufed the caufe of Sim- 
nel was Margaret of York, Dutchefs dowager of Bur- 
gandy and fifter of Edward the Fourth. She rejoiced 
in the hope that the prefent occafion would turn out 
favourable to, the wifhes of thofe who were intereftecf 
in tlie fortunes of her family. By her influence and 
the exertions of her friends, two thoufand well difci^ 
plined troops were fent over to Irelancf, in fupport 
of t^e pref enfions of Simnel.- Thus encouraged^ the 
caufe of the impolior in this country profper^d 
apace. All bppofition cestted and he was crowned 
with diie folemnity. Parliaments were fummoned 
and all the various departments of government* con- 
dudted in his name. It being with difficulty that the 
forces collected for executing this mad enterprifc 
were fiirniftied with the means of fubfiftence, and 
the friends of Simnel being filled with fanguincT 
hopes of fuccefs, it was refolved to remove the fcenc 
of adtion ta England. Having done every thing 
poffible to encreafe their ftrength, which by this 
time was become pretty confiderable^ and haviqg 
made every neceflary preparation, they took (hip- 
ping and landed on the coaft of Lancafliire where 
they were joined by Sir Thomas Broughton and bis 
friends. 

Upon hearing of this extraordinary bufinefs, Hen- 
ry had ufed proper means for detecting the impof- 

ture. 
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ture. He took the real Warwick, from prifon, 
where he had been for fome time confined, and 
fbewed him publickty to the people. He alfo pro- 
cured a bull from the Pope by whicb Simnel was 
declared to be a cheat, 'and his adherents exconimu- 
nicated. 

Finding, however,, that Simnel had the audacity 
to perfevere,* he led his forces to the North where the 
infurgetits were principally coHe€led, and having 
vanquiflied Lavel, one of their moft adjtive partizansj 
he engaged the impofter at Stoke, in the county of 
Nottingham, where all his, Ihort-lived honors pe- 
rifhed. 

The King t«ok him prifoncr, but as he was only 
the weak, inconfiderate tool of a party, Henry in- 
flifted on him no other punilhment, than to reduce 
him, for the remainder of; life, to a ftation fuitabfe 
to his origina! infignificance^ 

The people of Irebnd, who, from, the pains ta^ 
ken to deceive them, did not difeover till too late 
the fliaitieful impofture, began now to tremble for 
the confequences of their folly. To avoid the im- 
pending danger, they call themfelves upon the 
mercy of the King, and promifed that in future th^y 
would pr^ferve their allegiance, inviolable. 

In England, difratisfadiori with the prefent govern- 
ment was only fuppreffed for a time, not extinguiflied. 
The afliftance of Kildare and of the infurgents who 
were very numerous, "was neceffary to preferve the 
peace of this kingdom from being difturbed by the 
hoftile defigns of the natives. Henry therefore with 
a policy and moderation highly to his honor accepted 
of the fubmiflion of the Irifli rebels. Kildare was 
even at prefent wntinued in office/ However, fome 

time 
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time aftct Henry thought it expedient to fend over 
Edgecombe, a confidential fervanf,- with five hun- 
dred men, to fecure the fidelity of his Irilh fubjefte- 
Edgecombe executed his commiflion with prudence 
and integrity. In a progrefs which he made through 
feveral parts of the country, he took an oath of alle- 
giance froni the nobility, gentry arid citizens. Ta 
the people of Waterford he paid the compliments to 
ivhich they were entitled for their loyalty. Previous 
t6 this, in common with others who had retained 
their allegiatice, they had received the King's thanks 
and been honored with new privileges. The lenity 
with which the naaleccfnfents had been treated by 
Henry, cfpecially his permitting them to retain 
offices of Itate, gave much offence, to the Butlers in 
particular, who thought their loyalty deferved d: 
Jnore fubftantial reward thart mere thinks. To 
quiet thefe jealoufies, the King fent for the leading 
men to court, treated them with kindnefs and took 
pains to rcccaicilc the difference. The matter was 
at prefent coiiipromifed. Kildare and his friends 
were continued in the departments of government. 
As they were vaflly more numerous and powerful 
than the oppofite party, had they been difmiiled 
from their employments, the greatcft di^lra^ionis 
muft have been the confequence. 

t)uRiNG thefe tranfadlions, the Earl of Defmond,, 
quite difengaged from public afJairs, $6ted, in all re- 
fpe€ts, within the limits of his own territory, as aa 
independent chieftain. 

lij the Korth, O'Nial had cndcivoxired to deprive 
Tirconnel of Tir Owen of his independence. With 
ait aflTumed air of fuperiority, a meflcnger, in hii 
name^ dctivered to him this^mAndate, *^ Send me tri^ 

butc. 
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bute, or clfe." ** I owe you no tribute/* returned 
the fpiritcd Tirconnel, " and if/* This laconic dig- 
nity wasj in a ftriking manner, chara6teriftic of the 
free independent principles which animated the Irifh 
chieftains. O'Nial and Tirconnel, continued theiif 
quarrel to the great difadvantage and misfortune of 
tx>th parties. 

FarewfelL 
LETTER tXIX. 

IN the year fourteen hundred and ninety' two, the 
Earl of Kildare was removed from the office of 
deputy to make room for the Archbiftiop of Dublin, 
and Sir James Butler was made treafurer in the place 
of the Baron of Portlefter. Thefe and other changes 
of the miniftry were occafioned by the alarm of aii 
infurre€tion which threatened once more to diflurb 
the government of Henry. The fate of Lambert 
Simnel might have extinguiftied the hopes of the 
partizajis of the houfe of York ; but they were de- 
termined to purfue their objeft while the leaft pofli- 
bility of fuccefs remained. Encouraged by the per- 
fevcring refentment of the Dutchefs of Burgandy, 
they fpread a report that Richard Duke of York had 
efcaped from prifon when his brother, Edward the 
Fifth, was aflaffinated. This was the prelude of 
their fcheme. When matters were prepared, Perkin 
Warbeck, the fon of a Flemifh Jew, beautiful in hig 
perfon, fenfible and of accomplilhed manners, was 
exhibited in public, made to perfonate the Duke of 
York and to aflert his right to the crown. The 
claim of Simnel had been recognifed in Ireland. 0(i 
the fame ftage Perkin made his appearance affum- 

ing 
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ing the* nattie of Richard Plantagenet. He applied^ 
in particular, for aid, to the Earls of Defmond and 
Kildare ; Defmond efpoufed his caufe ^ Kildare was 
equally^ by inclination, attached to his intereil, but 
experience had taught Kim to adl with caution. The 
people of this country, warm, afFedtionate and un* 
fufpedling in their temper, were once more in dan-s 
ger of being deluded. Happily for Ireland, Perkin 
accepted an invitation from the King of France and 
went over to that country. After feveral imfuccefs- 
ful attempts, he was taken prifoner by Henry, who 
had the magnanimity to pardon his crime -and fct 
him at liberty. Perkm was equally diftinguifhed by 
folly and ingratitude. Being difcovered in contriv- 
ing a new plot, he was apprehended a fecond time 
and fufFered by the executioner the; ignominious 
death which he fo juftly m^ritedn 

In September, fubfequent to the landing of War- 
beck, Lord Gormanftown was appointed deputy* 
Conneded with Kildare and his friends they fup- 
ported his adminiftration. The Butkrs and their 
faftion oppofed it* Gormanftown convened a parli- 
ament at Drogheda. His enemies afferted, that as 
only four of the (hires were fummoned and the Duke 
of Bedford lord lieutenant-, of whom Gormanftown 
was deputy, had refigned his letters patent previous to 
the ifluing of the writs,, the aflembling of it was irregu-^ 
lar, therefore refufed to acknowledge it's authority. 

By this time, Henry, from his own experience, 
was convinced that the government of Ireland had 
not been managed in a, manner conducive either tg 
the intereft of the crown, or to the public tranqui- 
lity. Within the limits of the pale, the principal 
families were divided into fa,ftionsj the. officers of 

ftate 
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ftate were inattentive to their duty, and the Irifli 
chieftains, inipatient under a fenfe of violated rights, 
were difpoCbd, on every opportunity, to break forth 
into infurredions. The King clearly difcovered 
thefe evils, and to correft them, fent over Sir Ed- 
ward Poynings, attended by a confiderable force, as 
Lord Deputy of Ireland. 

Having made fuch a change in the officers of 
ftate as the King^s affairs recjuired, and reformed as 
many of the abufes which had crept into the pale as 
his time and circumftances would permit, ht led his 
forces againft, the partizans of Warbecfc, whom, 
during the courfe of his adminiftration he either en- 
tirely repulfed or compelled to fubjedtion* 

KiLDARE, to remove all fufpicion with refpedk 
to his loyalty, of which, from his pall conduft, there 
was too much reafon to doubt^ had embarked with 
the deputy in thefe operations. But from fome par- 
ticulars of his behaviour, he was charged with trea- 
son, was feizcd and c^ into prifon. 

Il^ fourteen hundred and ninety four, a parlia- 
ment, the mofl remarkable for the laws pafled in it 
of any hitherto held in Ireland, was convened at 
Droghedav By it, the ftatutes of Kilkenny and all 
other previous falutary laws were revived and con-- 
firmed. The adls of SimnePs parliament and thofe 
pafled in that held by Lord Gormanftown, on ac- 
count of it being irregular, were annulled, and fe- 
veral laws, for eftablilhing good order and repref- 
fmg injuftice, particularly with refpedt to the barons, 
who, in inany inftances, had made a very improper 
ufe of their power^ were enacted. The fcandalous 
•praftice of coigne and livery which had haralfed the 
people and baniflied from Ireland many of it's moft 

induflrious 
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indufirious inhabitants, tegether witb all other inr* 
quitous exactions, were exprefely forbiden. Befides 
other provifions made for fupplying the wants of 
government^ a flandii^ tax^ of twenty fix ftiillings 
and eight pence, was impofed on every fix (core 
acres of arable land. It was Tikewife enacted that 
all ftatutes lately made within the realm of England 
be deemed good and eflfedhial in law and be autho- 
rized, approved and confirmed in Irehind. The 
Englifh flatutes lately made,, which are here adopted 
by pur parliament, would feem plainly to l^e thofc 
which were enaded fince the eighth of Edward the 
Fourth, as all Englifh laws, in force, were then re- 
ceived and ftampt with the (aijdtion of the Irifli legi- 
flature. 

These now' mentioned and every former aft, by 
which our parliament adopted and gave the impreffi- 
on of their authority to Englifh afts, as neceffary to 
their being of force in Ireland, is equaf to a pofitive 
and exprefs decl^aration of the commons, that wrf 
have an independent conftitiition and cannot be 
bound by Briti(h ftatutes. If the force of Britilh fta- 
tutes extended to this couptry,. would there have 
been any neceflity for the interpbfition of our legi- 
flature in order to their being- received and obeyed 
m Ireland.? Such an interference would not only 
have been officious but vain, and ftrongly marked 
with abfurdity. 

By this parliament, it was affo enafted, that the 
chancellor, treafurer, judges, matter of the rolls 
and officers accountant in Ireland, (hould hold their 
offices, not as formerly during life, but during the 
King's pleafure. The abufe of power by the officers of 
Hate had loiig been a fubjed of complaint. But this 

remedy 
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remedy was worfe than the difeafc. Officers depen* 
dent on the crown and holding at pleafure, become 
«f courfe, on all occafiona, inftruments ready to 
fupport it^s meafures, and are therefore danger- 
ous to the conftitution. But the itatute of the 
prefent parliamfent^ diftinguiihed by the name of 
Poynings law, being of all others the moft remarka- 
ble, merits particular notice. 

The power with whicTi the Deputy wa« in veiled 
of convening parliaments and giving the royal aflent 
to laws^ not communicated to the King, had been ex- 
ceedingly abufed. Parliaments, inftead of promoting 
the public good, the great end of their inftitution, 
were frequently made the inftruments of a fadioii 
whofe leading principles were avarice, ambitKMi or 
the gratification of revenge. The irrfluencc of the 
Englifli by birth, or of the more recent adventurers 
from Britain, was generally prevalent with the depu- 
ty, who, in compliancy with their defire, fummoned 
parliaments much more frequently than was necef- 
fary, in which laws were enabled injurious to the 
property and to the rights of the ancient Englilh 
fettlers. Statutes were even pafled which affe<aed, 
immediately, the intereft of the crown, more efpeci- 
aily fince the difpute commenced betwixt the fami'-f 
lies of York and Lancafter, to the fornier of which, 
the people of Ireland in general^ and efpecially the 
legiflature, had been warmly attached. 

To prevent thefe evils in part, afts had been 
pafled in feveral reigns, particularly one in the time 
of Henry the Sixth, by which it was enjoined/ that 
the parliament (hould not meet more frequently than 
once in a yean Thefe, however, being temporary 
and occafional, lud little efFed. ^ remedy wajs 

now 
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now applied which was indeed radical. By the in^ 
fluence of Poynings with the prefent parliament, it 
was enafted, that, hereafter, no parliament flioulcj 
be held in the land of Ireland until the particular 
caufes and cpnfiderations and all laws to be paffed in 
it, be firft certified by the Lord Peputy and hi^ 
council to the King, and that fuch ^fts, confiderati- 
ons and caufes thus previoufly fpecified and affirmed 
by the King and counci], and none others, (houI4 
have the force of laws. In like manner, the parti- 
cular time pf afleqibling parliament was to be fpeci-!' 
fied. 

. The rights of majefly ajid the rights of his peo^ , 
pie of Ireland made it neceflary that his deputy 
fhould ht reftrained from convening parliaments anci 
from giving the royal nffent to laws without the 
knowledge and approbation of the King. But the 
law of Poynings whiljft, in thefe refpefts, it fecurcd 
the royal prerogative, was equally injurious to the 
privileges of parliament and to the iptereft pf the 
nation, By indifputable right, we received by com- 
paft from flnglaqd a conflitution fimilar to her own, 
but by this ftatute, we received a new conflitution, 
m which one of .our inherent moft effential rights 
was annihilated. In England, the people fend their 
reprefentatives to parliament vefted with the high 
privilege of deliberating ^ to the King is referved tht 
power merely of aflenting, or giving a negative tor 
ihofe bills which were the refult of their confultati- 
ons. . 

The principles of it*s original inftitution, and the 
rights of our parliament had been, and, to this time,^ 
continued to be perfeftly the fame. 

But 
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• Bu T henceforth it mull deliberate no more. What 
rhall, and what Ihall not be the law of the land, is, 
in the firft inftance, to be determined by the depu- 
ty aTid his council : froni them fuch laws or confi-^ 
derations, as they might approve, were tranfmitted 
to the king and council for their approbation ; to our 
parliament remained the fmgle, and, comparatively, 
infignificant power of 2L negative. 
■ On this occafion, the Irifti parliament, by aflenting 
to this law, exceeded the power with which they 
were invefted by their conftituents. Entrufted with 
the great and eflential privilege of deliberating, as 
the motive and fole end of their appointment, they 
could no more give up or transfer that right, than 
they could, by a vote, deftroy the exiftence of par- 
liament. This diminution of the privileges of parli- 
ament was a diminution of the privileges of the peo- 
ple, their rights being mutual, and infeparably con- 
nected . Befides, the rights of the people and of the 
nation could not be fecure whilft the povrtr of legif- 
lation depended fo much on the deputy and council, 
who had a feparatc intereft of their own to be pro- 
vided for, and who would be difpofed to encreafc 
the prerogative of the crown, of which they were 
the immediate ferv'ants, and to whofe authority they 
were now become ftriftly accountable. It might be 
fuppofed, that the influence of the lords and gentry 
of the pale who were admitted to their confultations^ 
refpecfting the laws to be tranfmitted, previous to 
the meeting of parliament, would operate in favour 
of the people, but as none of them, we may fup- 
pofe, would be fummoned who were likely, on 'any 
occafion, to oppofe their mcafures, their attendance 
c^ld be ef little wfe. However, as Poynings Law 

reftrained 
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reftraincd the top frequent meeting of parliamcntt 
and was a check upon any flagrant attenrpts of fac- 
tious grandees on itie rights of the nation, or of in- 
dividuals, the populax party, who were unprovided 
in any other fecurity, oppofed the fufpenfion of it, 
on every oco^on, except when they could entirely 
depend on the right intentions of the deputy and 
the legiflature^ 

Adieu. 

LETTER LXX. 

IN the famous parliaipent, of which I have givcft 
you an account in my laft letter, an adt of jat* 
tainder had pafled againft the Earl of Kild^e as 
guilty of treafonable prailices. He had been very 
imprudent ; at prefent he was probably the vidtim of 
envy and perfonal refentmcnt. Being fent over to 
England, and admitted to the King, in prcfence of 
his accusers, to be tryed for his offence, his Majefty 
€ommanded him to provide himfelf with council^ 
" Yes,'* replied the Earl bluntly, " the ableft in 
the realm,'* freely catchipg hold of his Majefty's 
hand, *^ Your highnefs I take for my council againft 
thefe falfe knaves." The King, inftcad of being of- 
fended at this liberty of Kildare, feemed pleafed with 
the honeft compliment paid to his integrity. In the 
courfe of the tryal, h was urged againft him by his 
enemies, that he had, with daring Impiety, on a" 
certain occafion, burned the church , of . Cafhel. 
" Sparc your. evidence," cried Kildare, *^ I did burn 
the church, for I though^ the Biftiop had been in it.'^ 
Towards the conclufion of the tryal, his accufers, * 
finding that they had not provftd their principal 

charges. 
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charges, to the conviftion of the King, told him in 
the bitternefs of refentment, " That all Irtsland 
could not govern this Earl'* " WelJ," ' replied 
Henry, ** The Earl then (hall govern all Ireland." 
On the conclufion of the tryal, which affords a 
ftriking piAure of the manners of the times, Henry, 
convinced that a man of fuch undefigning plaineft 
and firriplicity, could not be guilty of a wilful crime, 
received Kildare into favour, reftored him to all his 
honours, and made him Deputy of Ireland, in the, 
place of Sir Edward Poynings.: This generous treat- 
ment filled the heart of the Earl with fefpe<ft and 
gratitude. He entered upon his office animated by 
thefe fentiments and difcharged his duty with fpirit 
and integrity. His magnanimity was put to a fe- 
vere proof by Lord Clanricarde, who entered into a 
league againft government fupported by feveral very 
refpedable chieftains and by an army more nume- 
rous than any which the Irifli had brought into the 
field fince the time of Henry the Second. The Earl 
had married his daughter to Qlanricarde. But this 
connexion had no influence in tempting Kildare to 
depart from his duty. He coUeAed the forces of 
government and met the cndmy at Knocktow, a 
place not far from Galway. The Irifh were defeat- 
ed with tht lofs of two thoufand men. This b^tle 
was fought the nineteenth of Auguft fifteen hundre4 

and four. * 

About this time, many perfons were carried ofF 
by a plague. It raged with confiderable violence 
and was fucceeded'by afamine, occafioned by incef- 

fant raift^. 

In ccnfequeilce of Poynings' law, the Irilh parli- 
ament had ipet much kfs frequently thm ufuaK Oc-' 

Vol. I. T tobe? 
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tobcr fifteen hundied and eight, a patliam^it wa* 
convened by Kildarc, wherein, as was ufual, thcfe 
are the words- of Ware^ the civil and religious privi* 
leges of this kingdom were confirmed by law. 

For fevcral reigns, the influence of the Englifli 
government had declined in Ireland ; under Henry 
the Seventh, it, in. fomc meafure, revived. Had 
. his fituation permitted^ we have reafon to fuppofe 
that he would have introduced into this country a 
fyftem of government, which would have reprefled 
the infolence and rapacity of ambitious gr^ndees^ 
and removed the chief caufes ©f civil infurredtiom 
His circumftances would only permit him to redlify 
in part the evils of the ftate by temporary expedi- 
ents. 

He died at Richmond the twenty fecond of Aprii 
fifteen hundred and nine, in the twenty fourth year 
of his reign* 

Farewell. 

LETTER LXXL 

HENRY the Eighth was crowned at eighteen 
years of age. Though he afcended the throne 
with every circumftance in his favour, though the 
fadions by which England had been fo loi^ 
• " diftraded were* entirely fubfided and the at 
fairs of that country in a mod profpcrous flate^ he 
paid little regard to Ireland. Strongly addicted to 
pleafure, feduced by the advice, of pernicious flatter- 
ers, and prompted by vanity and ambition to ac- 
quire fame by interfering in the wars and in the po- 
litics of the cdlitincnt, this kingdom very inconfide- 
rablc with refpe<ft to it*fi revenue and by no meansi 

. jeduced 
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recEiced to a ftate of regulitr fobordinatton, was con« 
fidered by him tvirfiJ litrife attcfitibrt. 

KiLDAJts OTd the other miniftci^ of ftatef were 
continued in office. This faifie fpiri! df Idyaity by 
which the- Deputy had been dillinguifted dtifing the 
latter part of the reign of Henry the Seventh, at- 
tached hiiri to the ititereft of Ris fon. With a nu* 
mei^oiis army, h& advanced agamff a body of irifuN 
gents of the dlftrift contiguous to Dcfmoitd and de-^ 
populated theiir cburttty . Bdt, upon h\^ retUrn, hd 
wafif attacked liy the enemy led on by a number of 
chieftains of diflinftion. The fotces of Kildare en- 
cumbered with fpoif and' faftigiiisd by thetr march^ 
fufFered gfeari^. Night parted thd combatahtk. 
The ne^t dky, not ehoofittg tb renew the engage* 
merit, the Deputy ret^rnefd to' Dublin. 

Upon the death of Kildare, the cbuncil elfe£tetl 
his fon Gerald Deputy. Kcnry confirmed the choice: 
The infurreaions fuppreflfed by Kildarc broke out 
afrefti. But Geraldi, pofleffed of the fame g(?mus and 
fpirit of enterprize for which hiff father had been fo 
remarkable, in a (hort time, re-eftabllihed the pilb* 
lie tranquility. But his own peace begart to Be dif* 
turbed by old family competitibns. In particular^ 
the honours conferred' upon Wm excited the envy 
and diffitisfadfibn of Peter Biitlferferl of Osmond. 
Deftitutc "in hifnfelf of power to Irijurcf the Deputy, 
he paid coitrt to Wolfey, the* rfcigribg favourite with 
Henry, and Having been fo fticceftfiil as to obtain Ma 
friendfhip, He accufed Kildare of having unjuftlyali* 
enated the King's revenue, and of having even entered 
into fecret connexions with the enemies of his go^ 
vernment. Ais Kildare had not treated "Wolfey with 
the Tcfpeftful attention he expe£ted, he was more fuf* 

T z ceptibte 
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ceptibie of imprieflions to his difadvantagei The 
Deputy was fummohed to England to anfwer for his 
conduct, Was deprived of his office and ^ Thomas 
Earl of Surty fubftituted in his place. 

0*Ni a:l had invaded Meath ; Surry oppofed him 
with vigour and obliged him to retire to the North. 
Here^ refledling on his fituation and his profpedts, 
he refolved to ceafe from hoftiiities and b6cc»ne a 
peaceful fubjeA, Thefe intentions he communicate 
cd to the Deputy who accepted of his fubmiffion, 
conferred on him the honor of knighthood and other 
marks of royal favour. . ^ ' 

Surry was as much diilingulfhed in a civil, as 
in a military capacity. IHfdaining to be influenced 
ty the dishonourable motives of avarice or ambition, 
his aftions were -guided by a &x]£i regard > to the 
principles of juftice* Hi^ f[>lendid hoi^itality gained 
him rcfpeft, and encreafed, from gratitude and af- 
fedtion^ the numfeeif of his friends. After a refi- 
dence in Ireland of two. years, difappointed of necef- 
iary fupplies from England which he had been pro- 
mifed, he returned to that kingdom, where he was 
placed at Xl\t head of the troops which Henry had 
prepared to invade France. , • 

Or m o-n o fucceeded Surry as Deputy of Ireland, 
whofe adminillration made no figure compared with 
that of his predeccffor. The Irifti chieftains 
defpifmg his autbprity, indulged, without 
reftraint, thofe private animbfities agaiuft each other 
for which they had been always fo remarkable, and 
which diverted that courage to an inglorious objcdt 
that ought to have been exerted in recovering their 
loil liberty, or in fecuring, againil the attack of 

the 
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the common cnerny, their privileges which yet re- 
mained. 

A CHIEFTAIN of Oflbry, offended at the viceroy, 
fent an ambaflador to Henry to lay before him his 
grievance, who addreffed him in thefe remarkable 
words, *• King mailer, ftand up/ My matter Mac 
GilKpatrick hath fent me to thee and commanded 
me to inform thee, that if you do not chaftife Peter 
Rufus," meaning Ormond, " He will, make war 
upon you." Whether the I^ing paid any regard to 
this extraordinary embafly, is uncertain, but Mac 
Gillipatrick was not the only pcrfon diffatisfied with 
the government of Ormond. Kildare had been out 
of the kingdom for fome time. He returned and 
renewed his animofity againfl the viceroy. Their 
mutual complaints were tranfmitted to England. 
Kildare was now fuccefsful. The reins of govern- 
ment, being taken from Ormond, were committed 
to him, but his honours were tranfient. The King 
of France, at war with England, to embarrafs Hen- 
ry, propofed to enter into a treaty with Defmond, 
who liftened to the offer with pleafure, flattered in 
being thus treated as an independent prince, 
by fo great a monarch. Henry highly pro- ^* 
voked, commanded the Deputy to feize Defmond; 
Kildare, partial to his kinfman, made a fhew of 
obedience but did not execute the order. His ene- 
mies eagerly improved the opportunity, reprefented 
his conduit to the King who cafl him into prifon, 
from which he was afterwards, with di(ficuhy , ' en* 
larged» 

Farewell. 
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LETTER LXXIL 

AFTER fomc timet <^«^ events of which we 
not intercfting. Sir Williani Skeiftngton was 
appointed deputy of the Duke of Richmond who 
Imd been cccated viceroy of Ireland. Kildarc had 
Regained his liberty a^ the favourable opinion of 
the King* Filled with anxbitioa, and provoked that 
another (hould pofifefs an office, which, as he thought, 
of right, belonged to hkn, by unoeafing applications, 
he prevailed with the King to reqal SkeiHngton and 
appoint him deputy, in his place. His head be* 
came now intoxicated with pow«r. He forgot his 
obUgations to the King and a0e<^ed independence* 
To ilrengthen his intereft, he entered into a clofe 
connexion withfevcral of the moft powerful chief- 
tains .and coUedted a large number of dif<Mrderly fol- 
lowers. . None bu* his particular friends were admits 
ted to hijs confidence ; he gave full fcope to his paf- 
fiojEis ; the ancient enemies of his family felt the bit- 
ter efieAs of his power .and refentment, Thefe, aided 
by a number, who, from better principles, were of^ 
fended at the fliameful irregularities of his conduft, 
began to lay fchemcs for his deftrufiion. To ao» 
complifti this, the nufter of the rolls was difpatched 
to the King to reprefent to him the conduit of the 
Deputy and the various evils in which he bad irivol- 
ved the government of Ireland. Henry, alarmed 
by the intelligence, ordered Kildare immediately td 
England, where, as foon as he arrived, he wa^feizect 
and imprifoiied. A report was propagated, which 
reached Ireland, that he was executed. It was be* 
lieved by his fon Lord Thomas, to whom^ during 
- ' ^ his 
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liis abfence^ he had committed the government. He 
was moll unfit for the important truft. He was no 
more than twenty years oJF age and teid all the rafh- 
nefs and petuknce of youth. He was credulous, 
proud of the confequcnpfe of his family and defpifed 
his enemies. T^e officers of ftate were treated by 
him with fupercilious difdain. Inftead of ^Haying, 
he had heightened the diCpleafu^fe iiwiurred by his fa- 
ther's aclminiftratioR. 

Bu T, when he heard of his death, without giving 
himfelf time or teking pains to be affured of the fedt, 
he refigned bis office and refotved to draw his fword 
mgainit a fovereign from wbom^ he ^'uppofed, he ha^ 
received an irreparable injury/ The chancellor la- 
boured to pf event the impending evil: In terms of 
the warmeft affeftion, he pointed Qut to the impru- 
dent Lord the folly and the danger of his conduft j 
laid before him the evils which would be the confe- 
ijuence of perfifting in his defign, HOt only with re- 
fpedt to himfelf, but his famity and connexions. In 
Tain. He determined to perfevere- The difafFeded 
feizcd the favourable opportunity and crowded to 
his ftandard. But Lord Thomas did not depend 
entirely on tbem ; he appKed for aid to the power* 
of Germany and Italy with whom Henry was a^ 
'war. Mean time, he laid wafte Pingal and advanc- 
ed with his army to the njetropolis. Being admitted 
by the inhabitants, to fave themfelves from deftruc- 
tion, he invefted the caftle. Leaving the condiift of 
jfhe fiege to a part of his forces, hfe niarched with the 
irdl into the lands of Offory to vent his difplcafure 
againft the Earl, who had refiifed to join with hith 
m his mad undertaking. He bore down every thing 
^before him and marked his piogrcfis with all the de- 

valUtions 
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.vaflations of war. During his abfence, the citizend 
. of Dublin, animated by the promife of fpee* 
•^ ' dy fupport, attacked the troops which he 
had left there and made the greateft part of them 
prifoners. Provoked by this intelligence, young 
Fitzgerald returned and laid fiege to the city. He 
continued his operations for fome time, but the peo- 
ple of Dublin having been reinforced by five hun- 
dred men, he was forced to retreat. 

Si r William Skeffington was now appointed Lord 
Deputy who being in a bad ftate of health and averfe 
to military operations, in the fpring of fifteen hun- 
dred and thirty five, placed at the head of the troops 
Sir William Brereton. Brereton led them to the 
field, befieged and took the caftle of Maynooth. 
During Winter, Fitzgerald had colledted a large bo- 
dy of undifciplined troops, As foon as he heard of 
the fiege of Maynooth, which wa§ one of the ftrong- 
eft of his caftles, he put them in mq^on, but, when 
intelligence was regeived that it had furrendered, a 
great number of his men, who had cnlifted with him 
from the feelings of the jnon^ent, deferted his ftand- 
ard ; with the remainder, he gave battle to the en6- 
jny, by whom, after a ftiort confli<3:, he w^ entirely 
Touted. Attended by a few followers, he efcaped, 
Vith difficulty, to Munfter. Here he was follqwed 
by the Engli(h army now under ^he comrnand oi 
L-ord Grey. Finding that there was np alternative, 
he accepted of terms of accommodation, by which it 
was folemnly ftipulated that his paft offeqces (hould 
be pardoned. His adherei^ts, the principal of whoin, 
Avere O'Nial and 0*Connar, like^ife fubmitted* 

The conduit of this t)ufinefs and of the yiceroy 
in general much difpleafed the officers of Hate. 

Whatever 
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Whatev^i* might have been the determination of the 
King, in this matter, to whom complaints were 
made with refpcdt to it, Skeffington died foon after, 
upon which the affairs of government were commit- 
ted to Lord Grey. 

Mean while, Fitzgerald went over to England 
to get his pardon ratified by his Majefty. But, on 
his arrival, the King, paying no regard to the en- 
gagement of his Irilh Deputy, imprifoned him. The 
eyes of this unfortunate youth were now opened to 
a complicated fcene of wretchednefs. When ^00 
late, he difcovered that his father, inftead of being 
deprived of his Hfe by the King, had died of grief, 
occaiioned by a fenfe of his own precipitate and pre- 
fumptuous folly. With refpedk to the fate which 
awaited himfelf, it was that of dying by the hands 
of the executioner. 

Henry, in whofe charafter cruelty was a diftin- 
guilhing feature, extended his refcntment againft 
Lord Thomas to all the branches of his family. 
Five of his uncles, although three of them had con- 
demned his condud, were executed. His brother, 
a youth of twelve years of age, was forced to fly from 
place to place, to avoid the vengeance of the King. 
At laft, be found an afylum in Italy where he was 
protefted agaii^ft the malevolence of his unrelenting 

purfuer* 

Adieu. 

LETTER LXXIIL 

SOME time before the period of which I have 
been giving you an account, a great revolution 
in England, had taken place ii]^religion. 

Th* 
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The divine Being who guides human afl&irs vrkh 
unerring wifdoni, frequently educeth good front 
evil. Henry, from motives wcH km>wny.had caft off 
the Pope*s jurifdiftionsind raifed hhnfelf in his place, 
to the head of the church. Determined that this 
change fhould extend. to Ireland,, he fixed uport 
George Brown, su provincial of Auguftine frkrs, di- 
ftinguilhed by a warm attachment to the principles of 
the reformation^ ^ a proper inftrumcnt for execut- 
ing his defign. To give him grea;ter inftuefkce in l\}$ 
endeavours to perfuade his Irifti fubje<9fs to acknow^ 
lege his fupreniacy, upon a vacancy wMch now hap- 
pened, he created him Archbifhop of Rublin- Browi^ 
engaged in this arduous bufinefs but he found 
the tafk much nK}re di^QuIt th^n was at &t& ima*^ 
gmed. 

From the invafion of their country, tlie natlvesr 
were involved in conftant difputes and hoftilities 
with the Englifti fettlers ^ they had^, alfo, from tin^e 
immemonal, been engaged in quarrels with one ano- 
ther. In this diilraded ftate, connciked ^y no bond 
of unionv civil,, political or rcHgious,, deprived of 
their bards,, of their colleges^, of almoft every oppor- 
tunity of improvement, they were involved in igno^ 
ranee and confequently,, in fuperftition, Reing un- 
accuffomed to think and, incapable ©f inveftigating 
truth, they were exceedingly averfe to any innovan 
tion in the form of religion which they ha;d been 
taught to confider as facred and were accuftorfted to 
profefs. Henry the Second, by acknowleging. the 
fovereignty of Ireland to be held by the Pope*s au- 
thority, had taught the Englifh fettlers to be ftrongly 
attajQhed to the papal intereft, and fo deeply was 
this impreffed pn their minds, that. the Jiri(h parRa- 

tnent 
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ment, on (ome occafions, declared, that the Pope's 
bull was the fok foundation of the obedience which 
the King claimed from the people of this country. 

Ik ELAND was coshered as the peculiar inheri- 
tance of the Pontiff Hence, it was called the Holy 
Ifland, the Ifland of Saints. For thefe reafons, the 
endeavours of Brown and his ^^Ibciates^ to induce 
the people of Ireland to r^ouncc the Pope's fupre- 
macy met with the warmeft oppofition. The chan- 
cellor Cromer, Primate of Armagh, who was ex- 
tremely zeaiou6 for the Pope's authority, fummoned 
the clergy of his province ; reprefented to them the 
ihocking impiety of the propofed innovation, ex^ 
horted them to perfeverance, and difpatched two 
meflengers to Rome to entreat his holinefs to fup- 
port them with his protedion. The other prelates 
joined with zeal in defence of the fame caufe. The 
methods hitherto ufed proving inefFedual, the au- 
thority of the fegifjature was employed in aid of 
the reformation; 

A PARjj-iAMEiirT was convened. To prevent 
delay m paffing the a<5fcs, Eoynings' Law was g 
fufpended. An aft of attainder being pafled ^ * 
againft thbfe principally concerned in the late rebel* 
lion,, fome matters fettled relative to the fucceflion 
to the crown and laws eqafted concerning the King's 
divorce from Catharine of I^rrsLQon and his fubfe- 
quent matrimonial connexions, his Majefty was, in 
the fuUeft manner, declared to be head of the church. 
It was made treafon for laymen in offices under the 
King or for any of the clergy to refufe the oath of 
fiipremacy. To this fanguinary law one ^as added 
which vefted his Majefty with exclufive authority, 
4n refpeft to firft fruits, the power of difpofmg of 

benefices. 
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benefices, and with relation to all other matters con- 
cerning the maintenance and government of the 
church. Appeals and all applications to the Pope 
were utterly forbidden. A fubfidy for ten years was 
granted to his Majefty and the twentieth penny of 
the profits of alt fpiritual promotions for ever. Thofe 
who could not fpeak the Englifc language were de- 
clared incapable of church preferment unlefs perfons 
acquainted with it were not to be found. 

To promote the knowlege of the language, Eng- 
lifti fchools were enjoined to be kept in every parifh. 
The penfions paid to the Iriflfr^ fojc protcftion were 
abolifhed, a ftatute made againft abfentees and other- 
laws dcfigncd to advance the pubMc yttsity were en^ 
aAed. 

It was with great difficulty that the friends of go-:^ 
vernment carried the adl of Supremacy, to which^ 
many lords and commons gave the keened oppofiti- 
on. Brown exerted himfelf in favour of it, in ai 
manner which evijiced him to be a violent partizan^ 
equally a ftranger to the natural rights of men and 
to the privileges of confcience. 

It had been ufual to funwnon to parliament two 
proftors fr(^m each dtocefe. Thefe, being friends of 
the holy fee and, of courfe, enemies to the prefent 
defigns of adminiftration refpeding it, were ex- 
cluded and declared to have no right, in future, to 
be confidered as members of the fegiflature. 

The ftatute eftablifhing the King*s fupremacy, 
was warmly oppofed by the people of atmoft every 
rank and defcription. The particular friends of the 
papal jurifdiftion were very aftive in fpreading the 
difcontents excited on the prefent occafio» and in 
ftrengthening their cqufe. .To Gromcr and (cvcral 

others. 
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others, commiffions were privately fent from Rome, 
wherein they were: exhorted to oppofe hercfy, and 
Hand forth, with all their might, in defence of the 
Catholic religion. O'Nial, flattered by a letter ad- 
-drefled to him in a highly complimentary ftrarn by 
the Biftiop of Metz, in the name of the council of 
cardinals, engaged zealoufly, in fupport of it. He 
joined the confederacy, and led out his followers in- 
to the county of Meath, having declared open war 
againft all the enemies of the holy fee. He wafted 
the country to the terror of the( inhabitants who were 
unppovided with farces to oppofe him, and fet out 
on his return to his own country- Mean time, the 
Deputy, Lord Grey, had been cmfploy^d in making 
a progrefs through the feveral provinces to encou- 
tage the friends of government and to intimidate 
the difafFeded. Upon receiving intelligence of the 
infurrcAioa of O'Nial and of his departure from 
Meath, he haftencd forward with his army and came 
up with him at Belahoe. 

. In the engagement which followed, the Irilh were 
entirely difperfed with the lofs of four hundred 

menu 

Ftfewell* 

LETTER LXXIV. 

IN fifteen hundred and thirty feven. Lord Grey 
had convened a parliament which was 4fftin* 
guilhed by ^the following fpirited declaration ^f Irifli 
rights, refpe^ing the great pillar of our conftitution, 
their fole exclufive power of making laws to bind 
this country^ ^* Your Gjace'iS realm, recognifing no 

fuperior but your Grace, hath beejii,. and yet is fi'ee 

from 
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fimn any fubjedkm to any man's lows birt caily flich 
as were devifed within tUs realm for the wealth of 
the fame, ot to fuch others as by the fuflferarrce of 
your Grace and your progenitors^ the people of the 
reahn have taken at their free liberties, by their 
own confent, and hare boimd themfelves by long 
life and cuftom to the obfervance of.** 

By tins ftatute, called the Adt of Faculties, our 
parliament aflbrts, that Ireland hath been, and is 
free from the power of all laws except fuch as were 
immediately cnadted by themfelves, and thofe en- 
acted in &igland to which the people gave their 
confent, not hereby, in any fenfe, recognifing tfier 
authority of the Britifh legiflature, but freely and 
voluntarily receiving thefe laws as of advantage ta 
rfiemfelves, and made current, under that idea on- 
ly, by the exprefs fandtion of their own legiflature, 

LoR D Grey bdng recalled to England in fifteen 
hundred and forty, he left Sir William Bfcreton to 
difcharge the duties of his office. Sir William acted 
with vigour. By his attention and aftivity he pre- 
ferred the peace of Ulfter and of Thomond which 
were threatened with new infurredtions on the ac^ 
count of religion- 

Discouraged by a feries of adverfe fortune, 
the fpirii of the natives relaxed. A number of mo- 
nafteries deferted their allegiance to the Pope. Four- 
teen abbies and ten priories, the heads of which had 
a feat in the houfe of lords, furrendered to the king 
and were fuppreflcd. Defmond and hi^ famlK^ had 
claimed the privileges of abfenting themfelves from 
parliament, and of not entering into a walled town; 
thefe he rclinquilhed, and acknowlcged Henry as 
iK^d of the church. 

From 
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From an idea not improperly* founded in this un* 
civilised age, that names, even when not accompa* 
nkd by any additional' power^ have an influence oii 
the principles and condudk of men^ the viceroy^ An- 
thiMjy Saint Ledger, was ordered to call a parlia- 
ment, by whidi, in the place of Lord, theftylc 
which our kings had hitherto afllimed, Henry was 
lecognized as King of Ireland : this title to be tranf- 
ferred tohis heirs for even The requiring the fane- 
tioin of our lords and commons, to a matter, in itfelf 
of little importance, exhibits a new proof of our be- 
ing a dtftind and independent kingdom. 

In this parliament^ the difpofai of all abbieswas 
veiled in the king. Meath was divided into the 
^ounjies of Eaft and Weft Meatk 

It was enadled, that thofe who were to have in fu- 
ture a right of voting for members of parliament, 
were to be poflefled, in freehold, of forty fhrllings a 
year, and thatfuchas were elefted in counties, cities, 
and towns muft be refident- This was an excellent 
reftriftion, as .members who do not refide among 
their conftituents, being ftrangers to them and to 
their intereft, muft be quite disqualified for the iugb. 
truft repofed iij them,. 

It was likewife enabled, that oa the dcatTi, refig* 
nation or recall of a deputy, the chancellor fhould. 
iflue writs to the privy councellors to afTemble and 
chppfe for governor, during the king's pleafure, a 
layman of Englllh birth, and if none fuch could be 
got, two laymen of Englifh bloodlind furname, to 
be lords juftices, , to whom the lord chancellor (hall 
t^mliiifter the oath and give patents. This di- 
ftiniiion in favour of the Englifli by Wrth, tended ' 
to create jealoufies, and had a moft unfavourable af- 

peft^ 
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peft, with refpcft to the intereft and the profpeiity 
of Ireland. Men who are bom and have a property 
in this country ; who know it's drcumftances, and 
the beft manner of conducing it*s afl^irs ; who are 
acquainted with the people, with it's laws and con- 
ftitution, are certainly the perfons moft natural and 
moll proper for prefiding in it's government. 
Those of another country appointed to this high 
office, are not only, in thefe rcfpefts, lefs qi/alified, 
but bring with them prejudices and attachments 
inimical to the profperity of the kingdom. Befides,- 
a native, in reafon and in equity, has a much better 
right than a ftranger, to the emoluments arifyig from 
this as well as all the other offices of ftate. To pro- 
ceed with our hiftory. * 

For a Ihort interval, the affairs of Ireland aflum- 
ed an arpc6l very different from that to which they 
had hitherto been accuftomed. A ftate of genera! 
tranquility took place. CNial and the Northern 
chieftains who had not fubmitted fmee the hte infnr- 
reftion, together with many of the old EngRfh fet- 
tkrs who had adopted the manners of the Irifh and 
lived in a ftate of independence, acknowleged aHe- 
giance to Henry, not only as their lawful fovcreign, 
but as head of the church. Several of them gave 
up their lands, received them again as Englifh te- 
nures, and, as ^ diftinguifhing mark of the royal 
favour, were honoured with titles of nobility. De 
Burgo, the head of the Mac Williams^ was created 
Earl of Clanricarcle and Baron Dunkellan ; O'Brian 
was created Eari of Thomond and Baron of fnchn 
quin and O'Nial Earl of Tyrone. His fon Mattfeevir' 
was alfo made Baron of Dungannon. 

. ' Of 
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Qp diis <fhange {q favourable to .Ae Englilh affairs 
we can only aflign .the fqUpwing caufes. The alte* 
ration of the Kipg^s title mqft have made a confi- 
deraWe jmiM-eflioo on the minds of thofe who had hi- 
thestp Qppofed his goyernmeht ; a number , of judges 
W:ere .appointed to determine eaufes upon the gene- 
ral principles of *the:Brehoniaws >v;hich .operated in 
fatvottr.<^f Henty with all thofe who. were attached to 
the ancient Irifh conftitution. 

•S A I NT T Lcd^r,. sAShj] had .taken >pains to leffcn the 
,d^pendeoce of ^the .natives oh .their refpedtive . lea- 
ders, by perfuading them, whqi aggrieved, to ap- 
ply tpilus, tribunal for juftice, vTJais politic meafure 
harf A i tendency . to .attach . them to governnjen t. Se- 
-.veraLpf.them, .as we are , infofmed by Davis, did 
appeal to the Deputy and his caunciLfor deliveranqe 
fromt the bpndage in which, they .were -held byiheir 
fuperiors. 

Sir Edward iBellmghaim, wJbo tfucceeided Saint 
Linger, extended the limits, of tjhe.pale.by fubduing 
the O'Moores and the O'Connors, .and. building the 
, forts .of Leix and OfFaly. Saint Ledger was ibon af- 
ter reinftated in his office. 

The Ear Lof 'Lenox being driven.byi fadtion from 
Scotland, took refuge with Henry, by whofe defire 
..he applied to his kifti Dfiputy for affiflance. With 
. three thoufand .men who .engaged in his caufe under 
, the command of the Earl .of. Ormond, i be returned 
to Scotland. But, theCaftle of Dunbartoa not be- 
ing delivered to his Irifh. auxiliaries,. as. he had reafqn 
, to expect, and having received great injury from a 
violent ftorm they came back.unfuccefsfuL 

About, this, time, a very different . dcfign was 
formed by.ithe, chieftains, O'Dogherty, O'Cbanpr, 

VoL.L U «Ki 
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and fome otheiis. Weary of thrir dependence on 
the Englifli, they propofed to tbc K'ng of France to 
become his fubjeAs if he would procure the fanft'dn 
of the Pope and fend them the neceflkry afliftance. 
He was pleafed with the offer and fent the Bifhop of 
Valence to Ireland for more particular information. 
Upon his return, Francis applied to the Pope for his 
concurrence ; but his holinefs refiifed his approbatioa 
of the meafure. 

By his wars on the continent and other expences, 
having exhaufted his treafury, Henry adopted a 
meafure highly unjuft and impolitic. He ordered 
brafs, or, mixt money to be coined in Ireland and 
fiamping it with a nominal value made it pafs cur- 

: rent, to the great injury of the people, more efpe- 
cially of the foldiers. 

Henry died the twenty eighth of January fifteen 
hundred and forty fix, in the thirty eighth year of 
his reign, one of the n»oft fenfual, the moft tyran- 
nical, the moft impolhic and cruel princes that ever 

' fat on the Englifli throne. 

Adieu. 

LETTER LXXV. 

EDWARD the Sixth, whom Henry had by the 
Lady Jane Seymour, fucceeded to the throne at 
ten years of age. Saint Ledger continued to govern 
-the affairs of Ireland. The tranquility which took 
place in the affairs of this country, during the latter 
parr of the reign of Henry the Eighth, proceeding 
from caufes which could only have a temporary ef- 
fect, was of fhort duration. The difpofition of fe- 
deral of the Iriih chieftains appears from their appli- 
cation 
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cation to the King of FrancCj^ mentioned in my laft 
letter. Taking advantage of the death of the late 
King, the O'Moores, the O'Birncs, and O'Connors 
rofe in arms againft government. The Deputy^ 
aided l?y Sir Edward Bellingham who had been fent 
from England to his affiftance with four hundred foot 
and fix hundred horfe, reduced them to obedience. 
.Bellingham dillinguilhed himfelf by his courage and 
a<5tivity, in reward of which, he was appointed fuc- 
ceffor to Saint Ledger in the adminiftration of Irifli 
affairs. He continued to aft upon the fame princi- 
ples of attachment to the crown, which had raifed 
him to this hcwior. New fchemes of ijifurreftion 
were formedy,but by his fpirit and attention, he pre- 
vented them from breaking out into afts of hoftility. 
In one tranfaftipn, . particularly, he appears not only 
in a refpedlable, but very amiable point of view. 
Defmond, veiled with .the office of treafurer, was 
fummoned to Dublin to affift, ,by his prcfence and 
intereft,. the. affairs of government. Accuftomed to 
independence and impatient of every thing connec- 
ted with the idea of fubjeftion, this haughty chief- 
tain refufed to comply. The Deputy, upon this^ 
furprifed him in his houfe and carried him to Dublin. 
Though liable to the puniftiment of difobedience, 
inflead of treating him with feverity, he ufed him in 
the gentlefl way, pointing out to him, with good 
nature and condefcenfion, the impropriety of his be- 
haviour and giving him the bell advice with refpeft 
to his manners and conduft. Defmond became 
more civilized ; daily, from a fenfe of gratitude to 
the Deputy for his kindnefs, he prayed for him by 
the name of the good Bellingham and from this tirnc^ 
ivas a loyal fubjedl to his death. 

U a Thi$ 
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This iconduft of the Deputy was juft/polittc and 
humane. Had the Englifh, ih eftabliftiig their pow- 
€r in this couritry behaVed in the tame manner and 
from the fame principles, inftead of adding inhuma- 
nity to adls of the moft flagrant injuftice, a multi- 
tude of li vies would have been faved and the natives 
infenfibly, been reconciled to their government. 

Ingratitudi^ is frequently the reward of fideli^ 
ty. Bellingham, inftead of the efteem which he 
merited by the reiki tude of his conduct, be^me an 
objed of envy ahd difpleafure to certain of the Iriffi 
'grandees, efpecially to Sir Francis Bryan who had 
acquired confiderable importance by his marriage 
with the widow of the Earl of Ormond. Complaints 
of him having been tranfmitted to England, he was 
recalled and obliged to take his tryal before the King 
and privy council. 

Some friends who \i^crt an^cious for his fafety de- 
fired to plead his caufe. His words upon the occa- 
fion are memorable. ^* No,** fays he, ^* if my inno- 
cetice IS not fufficient to proteft me, I reft quite 
contented in the belief of the refurreftion of the 
dead, for my enemies nfiay kill but cannot overcome 
me,^' Some time after, the profecution dropped and 
Bellingham Was acquitted. 

Ik fifteen hundred and fifty, Saint Ledger, once 
more, took the reins of government. Somerfet, the 
giiardiain of the young king and the protedtor of his 
dominions, thought him the prbpercft perfon to ad- 
vance the reformation in Ireland, in the fuccefs of 
which he was warmly interefted. As in matters of 
belief Henry the Eighth was a ftrift Roman Catho- 
lic^ the only reformation in religion which he wilhed 
to introduce, refpedted the Pope's fupremacy. Im- 
provements 
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provements of whatever kind, more cfpeqifiUy fuch 
as have to combat prepoffeffions long eftabliftied, 
proceed by flow progrefliv^ ftep^. The King and 
the principal nobility that compofed his court with 
Somerfet at their head, fupported by numbers of the 
people of England departed now from the Church of 
Rome, not only in what related to the. Pope'§ fupre- 
macy but to do<^rinal points. Their principles, with 
refpedt to religion, were colledled into a national 
liturgy and received the faqdlion of parliament. 

In Ireland, a number had fubmitted to the refor- 
mation, but they were only nominal conformifts* 
The people in general, not only retained but openly 
profefled their attachment to the Pope which they 
were determined to fupport with zeal and perfeve- 
ranee. Therefof?, as the prefent enlarged fyft^m 
of reformation was more offenfive to their prejudices. 
Saint Ledger^ who had pofitive inftrudions to pro- 
mote it, wa3 obliged to proceed with aU poflibl^ 
caution, Inftead of calling in the afliftance of parli- 
ament, which had been done before, but was now 
confidercd as too violent a meaftire, he fummoned a 
meeting of the clergy and endeavoured to prevail 
with them to receive the liturgy as a form of reli- 
gion adopted in England and well calculated, to pro- 
mote the improvement of the people. 

Xo this, Dowdal Archbi(hop of Armagh, gave keen 
oppofitiop. tje left the aflfembly with ftropg marks 
of difpleafure and carried w^h him the greateft part 
of the clergy of his diocefe. Brown, Archbiflipp of 
ibublin, the ziealous advopatie for the reformation 
and feveral prelates received th<2 liturgy^ agreeably 
to which, fervice was performed in the cathedral of 
pttblin. In gaining the aflent of men to the doc- 

V 2 trines 



278 THE HISTORY 

trincs of Chriftianity, gentle methods of argument 
and perfuafion amiably diftinguifhed the conduA of 
drift and his apoftles. Inftead of imitating this di- 
vine example, a mode of behaviour, alone worthy 
of the excellent caufe in which they were engaged, 
cur Irifli reformers aftcd with the moft intemperate 
zeal. They broke into churches, deftroyed their 
images and every thing which favoured of Popery. 
To excite hatred inftead of making converts was the 
natural confequcncc of this fliameful, mpft indecent 

conduit. 

Adieu. 

LETTER LXXVI. 

SAINT Ledger, being reprcfented, to the Eng- 
lifli government as not fufficiently iealous, in fa- 
vour of the reformation, was rertloved from thd of- 
fice of deputy to make room for Sir Jfanies Crofts, 
who, it was hoped, would be more fuccefsful. Con- 
vinced that the gaining of Archbiftiop Dowdal, the 
great partizan of the Pope, was a matter of firft con*- 
fequence, to effedt this was an immediate objedlwith 
the Deputy on his l>eing appointed to the govern- 
ment. To give the people an impreffion of his fu- 
perior fanftity and to ftrengthen their attachment, 
Dawdal had retired from public view and Ihut him- 
felf up in an abbey within the fuburbs of Dublin. 
Here he received a complaifant and a very flattering 
letter from the Deputy in which he requefted a con- 
ference with him on the fubjeft of religion. Pleafed 
with this mark of refpedt from the reprefentative of 
majefty, he complied with the defirc of the Deputy, 
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but, to prcfcrve his own importance, refufed to meet 
him any where except in the place of his retirement. 

Crofts waved all ceremony, and a number of 
clergymen, on each fide of the queftion, met to dif* 
cufs the point in debate. Upon this occafion, Dow- 
dal defended the claims of the Cbur/ch of Rome, 
thofe of the reformation were fupport^d by the Bi- 
fliop of Mcath. The reful* was the fame with that 
of all fuch debates. E^ch fide was rei;idered more 
averfe to the principles of their opponents^ and* 
more det-ermlued in favour of thei? own opinion.. 

A DISPUTE had formerly arifen, wit-h ijefped to 
precedence, betwixt the Archbiftiops of Dublin and 
Armagh, which was determined in favour of the lat- 
ter-) in confequence^ hfs was ililed Primate of all 
Ireland, while the former was ftiled only Primate of 
Ireland. To mortify the pride of Dpwdal, that de- 
termination, both with refpeft to title aud prec^ 
dence, was now reverfed. Deeply ajffeAed by this 
degradation and by the pwfpedk q£ fectrng more fe- 
verc effedts of the King's difpieafure he deferted his 
fee and retired to the continent. The fee of Offbry 
now alfo becan»e vacant. John Bale was appointed 
to fill it by his Majefty. Rough in his manners md 
determined, at ^1 events, to fupport the reformati- 
on, he took every opportunity of exprefling his in- 
dignation againft the forms of the Popifh worlhip* 
The people beheld him with deteftation, rofe tu- 
multuoufly and marked him as the viftim of their 
refentment. The vigorous interpofitioa pf his 
friends, faved him from deftruftioa. 

As a mean of cft^blifhing the tranquility of the 
kingdom on a more permanent bafis, the Deputy 
made warm applications to his Majefty jj to extendi 

the 
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the lawtf by which his Englifli ftibjeas in this coun- 
try were governed, to the natives la genera!. But 
tht prefent circumftances 6f Englartd Woiifd not ad- 
mit of the exertions rkceflary to this undertaking. 
Times were changed. When the pov^^er and the 
poffeffions of the Irifti were Confined within riiuch 
more limited bounds,^ Wheft thfey frtiarted under the 
various opprcflSons of the adVetiturers from Britain, 
tiiey defired, they entreated, they offered to pur- 
chafe the participation of Englifh laW ; but their feri- 
timents changed With their circumftanced, and they 
refolved to gratify their rtrbiig incliriation in favour 
bf their ancieht inftitutions. 

You have feen that fevcral of the chieftains had 
received titles of Motility frorii the crown. This gave 
great offence to their dependents. A dignity, toge- 
ther With their power as head of a fept, to defcend by 
hereditary fuccefflon, were things of which they had 
no idea, and to which, being iricorififtent with the 
cuftom of their country, they were determined riot 
to fubmit. Afccbrdingly, on the death of the Earl 
of Clanricarde, his followers elefted one of their fept 
to fucceed him, in prejudice to the pretcnfions of 
his fon who was obliged to vindicate his claim by 
force of arms. A difpute fimilar to this took place 
on the demife of the Earl of Thomond. But the ali- 
chation from goveriiment of the Earl of Tyronfe was 
^ caufe of ihfurredtioh more inportant and much 
iriiore feriotis in it*s confequences. When that no- 
blemari retuined home, after his late fubmiflSon and 
the honours with which he had been ihvfeftetf^ his 
^ons John and Hugh ekprefled pti\ difpfeafutej 
tha:t, to their prejucftce and the difgrace ^f their fa- 
mily his natural fon had *becn cttAted u barcfti. Ais 

on 



OF IRELAND. 2S1 

on this account, they were angry at Tyrone, they 
were ftill more diffatisfied with government. Un- 
der the influence of thefe impreffions, they ufed all 
poffibk means to induce their father to rejcdb Mat- 
thew from his favour, to renounce fubjcdkion to the 
Engli(h power and to return to his former confe- 
quence as an independent chieftain. Though Ty- 
rone had facrificed his independence to the neceffity 
of his fituation, the defirc of it was exceedingly dear 
to his heart; guided by it's impulfe and inclined to 
remove the difpleafure of his fons, he determined to 
follow their advice. Intelligence of his defign having 
reached the Deputy, he anticipated the Earl, feized 
him and his countefs, and conveyed them to Dub- 
lin where he caft them into prifon. 

His fon John was not intimidated by this unex- 
pected misfortune. With his followers and the aid 
of a bckly of Scots, which at that time had made an 
incurfion into Ulfter, he attacked the Deputy whofe 
force was joined to that colle^Sled by Matthew, and 
defeated him with the lofs of two hundred men. 
Animated by this fuccefs, he kept together his fol- 
lowers and fpread all around him the calamities of 
wan 

We have feen, in the late reign, the misfortunes 
of the family of Kildare and the efcape of Gerald, 
the only furviving branch of that family, from the 
perfecuting refentment of Henry. This 
year, he was reftored to a confiderable part 
of his eftate, and, two years after, was created Earl 

of Kildare and Baron of OfTaly. 

Ai£eu. 
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LETTER LXXVIt 

TO the grief of all thofe who wiflicd well to the 
intcrefts of their country and to the fuccefs of 
the reformation, Edward was cut off in the fixteenth 
year of his age ; having fat upon the thione about 
(even years. Upon this event, the ambitious North- 
umberland exerted his endeavours to raifc 
^' his. daughter-in-kw, the Lady Jane Grey, to 
the crown. It was whh the greatrft difficulty that 
this excellent Lady had been prevailed with, to co- 
incide with his wifties. She was. prochiimed Queen 
in England and ihortly after in this country. 

Bu T the hopes of Northumberland and his friends 
were fpeedily blafted. Mary afcended the throne. 
The Englilh recognife £ her title, and the minifters 
of Hate, wt this cousrtfry, followed their example. 
This princefs, bora to be the fcourge of the Ptoteftant 
religion, was diftinguiflied by the mod intemperate 
and the moil bigotted attachment to the principles 
of Popery. However, though thofe employed ia 
adminiftring the affairs of Ireland had been inftru- 
ments in promoting the reformation, fhe permitted 
them to continue in office. But Ihe refolved to re- 
compenfe fuch as had fuffered for their att^ichmenl 
to Popery. Of thefe, in particukr, George Dowdal, 
late Primate of Armagh,, was reftored to his fee and 
to that pre-eminence, in point of ftyle and dignity, 
the deprivation of which had excited in him fuch 
bitternefs of refentment. Frorrt policy, (be thought 
it expedient to be moderate for fome time. The 
Irifh ad of parliament recognifing the King to be 
head of the church was not repealed. A licence only 

was 
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vrsis granted to Roman Oatholicks to exercife their 
Tcligion, with freedom. The defigns which (he me- 
ditated made it ncceflary to fecure the intcreft of the 
leading men in Ireland. With this view, young 
Kildare, already reftored to the grcateft part of his 
cftatc, was now reftored to his honours. Charles 
Kavenah of Leinftcr was created Baron Balyan and 
permitted to retain his privileges as an Irifti chieftain, 
O'Connor, long confined in England, regained his 
liberty and his country, but for this he was in- 
debted to the filial piety of an amiable daughter^ 
who had accompanied hhn in his captivity, Af- 
fedked with grief, on account of her father's con- 
finement, flic employed her addrefs and engaging 
manners fo efFedkually with the qucen.as to procure 
his releafe. 

The defign which Mary had formed with refpeft 
tb the reformation in Ireland, now began to appear. 
Saint Ledger, the deputy, difcovcred himfclf, on 
the prcfent occafion, to be a compleat courtier. 
In the former reign he fupported the reformation^ 
in the prefent reign, he fervilely obeyed the com- 
mands of the Queen, and laboured to fupprefs the 
reformation. Dowdal co-operated with him as a zea- 
lous inftrument in this caufe. Brown and feveral 
-^^ther prelates, converts to the reformation, having 
nparried, were deprived, and Catholicks fubftituted 
ik their place, 

Mary now threw off every reftraint with rel^ft 
to her religious fentiments and the vindidive dcfigns 
which they had infpired. She married Philip of 
Spain and admitted Cardinal Pole into England as 
legate from the Pope, who was fo obliging as to 

tranfmic 
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tranfmit to her a bull, in confirmation of her autho^ 
rity over the kingdom of Ireland. 

Bloody, perfecuting zeal ereded ifis flandard 
with every circumitance of cruelty capable of irt- 
fpiring the mind with horror. Thofe inftances of 
feverity in which the Proteftants had enforced their 
tenets were repaid with multipfied vengeance. la 
England, great numbers, among whom were the 
celebrated Cranmcr, Latinier and Ridley, fell mar- 
tyrs at the accurfed ftakc to Popifh tyranny and fu- 
perftition. It was determined that Herefy (hould 
be extirpated in Ireland as welt as in every other 
part of her Majcfty's donnnions. Saint Ledger, ac- 
cufed of having written in the former reign againlt 
tranfubilantiaticMiy was recalled to Engkuid, tried 
for his offence, and obfiged to retire from court. 
He was fucceeded as deputy by Vifcount Pitzwal- 
ters who brought with him from England twenty 
five thoufand pounds to defray the expence of an 
expedition defigned againft the Scots who had made 
incurfions into the Northern parts of Ireknd for 
ibme time paft. 

Iw July, the Deputy marched againft thefe inva- 
^ ders : They were vanquiffied in battle, with 
the lofs of more than two hundred flain, and 
a confiderable number taken prifoners. 

Thomas Earl of Suifex was the next viceroy. 
In fifteen hundred and fixty feven, he convened a 
meeting of parFiament. ReBgion was the firft ob- 
jeft which engaged their attention. A bull to be 
laid before this aflembly, calculated to reref|abli(h 
in Ireland the Cathofic faith, had been tranfmitted 
from the Pope. Confidering it as the dilates of fa- 
wed infallibility, whiQh demanded profound reve- 
rence 
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Tcnce from all the true fons of the church, he fell 
down upon his knees and read it to the lords and 
commons, who were bent down to the earth in the 
fame humble pofture. The whole realm was now 
to return to it^s fpiritual obedience to his Hoiinefs, 
The profpeft was joyful. Animated by a fentiment 
of pious affedion, all prefent crouded to. the cathe- 
dral Where they exprefled their gratitude in an a^ 
of devout thankfgiving. This tribute to Heaven 
being performed, the parliament proceeded to bu- 
linefs. 

After declaring the legitimacy of the Queen, 
and ber juft title to the throne of thefe kingdoms, 
they revived all former adts in favour of Popery, 
repealed thofe friendly to tbe reformation, acknow- 
legcd the fpiritual fupremacy of the Pope, and re- 
ilored the lands which had been alienated and be- 
come the property of the crown, to their former 
proprietors. The territories of Leix and OfFaly 
were formed into counties, to be governed by Eng- 
lifh law, and, in violence to the rights of the na- 
tives to whom they bad hitherto belonged, to be diC- 
pofed of in grants at the royal pleafure. The for- 
mer was denominated the King*s., and the latter the 
Queen's County. 

Emigrants from Scotland had been numerous, 
and, on fome occalions, hoftile to government. It 
was now declared to be high treafon to invite them 
to Ireland, to entertain or intermarry with them 
without licence from the deputy. 

You have feen, that by Poyntngs* Statute, no law 
could be enadted except thofe which, previous to the 
meeting of parliament, were tranfmitted by the de- 
puty and council to England, and received the ap- 
probation 
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probation of his Majefiy in council. As matters fce-^ 
quently occurred during the fitting of parliament not 
forefeen, and which required, that laws relating ta 
them fliould) without delay, be pafled, it was enaifb- 
ed by this parliament, that all fuch laws or reafons 
and confiderations as feemed neceflary after the 
meeting of parliament, and for which no provifion 
liad been made, fliould he tranfmitted by the depu- 
ty and council, in the fame manner as thofe which 
had been fent over to England, before it was con- 
vened. This amendment of Poynings* Law was ve- 
ry ufeful, but to it was added an explanatory claufe 
which rendered it more obnoxious. According to 
Poynings* Aft, his Majefty and council might rejedl, 
but could not alter any of the propofed laws or con- 
fiderations tranfmitted. This ftatute of Philip and 
Mary, by a forced conftruftion of the original a{^ 
empowered thern not only to rejcft, but to alter 
them at pleafurje. 

The exclufivc power of deliberating, in the de- 
puty, in his majefty, and in the councils of both 
kingdoms, continued until the time of James the 
Firft, when our parliament affumed a privilege of 
being humble remembrancers to the privy council, 
of what bills were proper to be tranfmitted to Eng- 
land- Hence arofe the praftice of framing in either 
houfe, what are called Heads of Bills, which being 
once read^ were carried up to the privy council, 
from thence tranfmitted to England, in the form of 
a bill where it was laid before the attorney general, 
and then before his majefty and privy council* 
If it pafled through thefe different ordeals, where it 
might be fupprefled or altered, at pleafure, it came 
back to the houfe of parliament, in which it origin- 
ated. 
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ated, from whence it pafled to the other houfe, and 
from that to the lord lieutenant, whofe confent, in 
the name of the king, ftampcd it with the authority 
of law. 

But the power of neither of the houfes extended 
farther than to a fimple acceptance or rejedlion and 
that in the very form 'n which the bill returned from 
£ngland. They could alter it in no refpedt what- 
ever. 

Prioh to the time of James the Firft, the council 
were conllituted (o\e judges with refpedk to the bills 
to be tranfmitted. This power they were determin- 
ed not to relinquifh. Even from the time that bills 
originated in parliament, as if they had ftill been 
vefted with the fame authority, they altered or fup- 
prefled them. For this practice, the Law of Pbyn- 
tngs made no provifion, it was therefore a flagrant 
• abufe of it. 

That the privy council, confiding of a fmal! 
number, incompetent to determine in fuch matters, 
and influenced by their dependence on government, 
fliould, in this manner, be permitted to interfere 
betwixt majefty and the decifions of both houfes of 
parliament, was difgrace%l, an affront to the digni- 
ty of the nation, unconftitutional, and highly inju- 
rious to the general intrreft. 

As the reformation in this country had made in- 
coflfiderable progrefs, religion foon aflumed it's ufual 
form. Hence, none of thefe inquifitorial proceed- 
ings ftain the annals of Ireland, of which Mary was 
the caufe in England, to the everlafting reproach of 
her memory. Though (he had here little oppofition 
to contend with, it-is faid, fhe had iffiied orders of a 
fanguinary complexion, but which, from the miilake 

of 
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of the pcrfim with whom they were entrufted, were 
•fortunately, not executed. In confequence of Jre- 
knd being a.ftranger to the horrid fcenes afted in 
England, it became an afylum to a number of 'Pro- 
tclknts, who fled hither, to avoid the tage of perfe- 
cution. To the unfpeakable joy of the h!«nanc, 
more efpecially of thofe who profcfled the Proteflant 
•religion, Mary died the feventecnth of November, 
fifteen hundred and fifty eighth. She fat upon the 
throne fix years. During her reign, Ireland was, 
as ufual, nuich troubled with inteftine commotions. 
Onk of thefe was produAive of an aft of barba- 
rity in the Englifh towards the natives, ftocking to 
humanity. The fept of the Cavenahs had fpread 
-themfclves tfaough the Southern parts of ihe county 
•of Dublin, where they committed hoftilities. Thefe 
•wretched people were attacked by, the citizens of 
Dublin and many of them killed. The reft, to the 
nmnber of an hundred and forty, ftut themfelves 
.up in Powerfcourt fortrefs. They were compelled 
to furrender, carried to Dublin, where feventy four 
of them were put to death by the hands of the con>- 

mon executioner. 

Farewell. 

LETTER LXXVIII. 

ELIZABETH, fitter and fucc«Sbr «)f Mary, 
was crowned in the year fifteen hundred and 
fifty eight. Being very cautious in the avowal of 
her religious fentiments, her title was recognifed 
in both kingdoms. Suffex was continued Deputy of 
Ireland. On his arrival in this kingdom, he was con- 
duced to the Cathedral, wheve the litany^ fos Ae firft 

time 
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time was fung in England. Commotions were very 
prevalent, in Leinfter, in Munfter and Connaught ; 
but thofe with which the North was threatened were 
ftill more alarming to government. AfBifted by 
the diflentions of his family and the gloomy afped 
of his affairs, Tyrone had died in confinement. John, 
his eldeft fon, was now acknowleged to be the head 
of the fept, the territories belonging to which were 
very extenfive. The Deputy had compelled him to 
fubmit. Now, he had no alternative but either to 
permit Matthew to be veiled with the earldom and 
poifeflions of Tyrone, or openly to renounce his al- 
legiance and fupport his pretenfions by the fword. 
He preferred the latter. The Deputy was abfent in 
England. Sir Henry Sydney, whom he had left in 
his place^ defirous of being thoroughly acquainted 
with the intentions of O'Nial, a report of which had 
reached him, defired a conference with him at Dun- 
dalk. O'Nial refufed, but, his preparations, proba^ 
bly, not being finifhed and unwilling to break yet 
with government, he requefted Sydney to pay him 
a vifit and be fponfor to a child lately bom to him. 
Sir Henry, from political motives, thought it bell to 
accept of this extraordinary invitation. In courfe of 
converfation, Sydney began to expollulate with 
John upon the oppofition which it was fuppofed he 
defigncd to give to the Englifti government. . The 
chieftain with candour, with much good fenfe and 
fpirit, juftified his intentions. He faid that his fa- 
ther's furrendcr was void, as, according to the laws 
of tanillry, all his claims to the ellate terminated 
with his life ; that even the letters patent, by Eng- 
li(h law, were void, becaufe no inquifition had been 
nor could be taken a? the lands of Tyrone had not 
Vol. L X bee© 



290 rut HISTORY 

been made fhire ground ; that it would be dii)i(>- 
nourable that Matthew, illegitimate, for many years^ 
the reputed fon of a fniith (hould be intruded into 
the honours and poffeffions of the houfe of O'Nial. 
Sydney was not infenfiWe to the force of thefe ar- 
guments. Upon confulting the council, to let the 
tnatter reft where it was, appeared, for the prefent, 
moft eicpedient. 

As foon as Elizabeth was eftabliilied on the throne 
flie openly avowed her fentiments as a friend to the 
reformation, in the doArines of which flie hiad been 
educated. Warmly intierefted in it's fuccefs, (he 
determined to overthrow the ftrudure of Popery 
eredted by her fifter, and to fpread the influence of 
the Proteftant religion, through all her dominions, 
not only as it refpedted the fpiritual fupremacy of the 
crown but points of belief Having taken the moft 
efFedlual meafures in England for this purpofe, fhe 
gave inftru6tions to her Irilh Deputy to exert him- 
felf with vigour, in fupport of the fame caufe. 

The genius and Spirit of the Gofpel are uncon- 
ncdted with civil power. The kingdom of Chrift is 

f- entirely of a fpiritual nature, refting upon the 
conviftion of the underftanding and the un- 
reftrained affedlions of the heart as it's only true and 
real foundation. However, after the example of 
former, princes and that of every nation which adopt- 
icd Chriftianity from the days of Conftantine, the 
form of religion, now, to be eftabliftied, was incor- 
porated with the ftate and aided by the arm of civil 
authority. Suffex called a parliament, to which were 
fummoned the reprefentatives of ten counties, being 
fix more than writs had been iffued to, for a feries 
6f years. It was here enadked, that the fpiritualju- 

rifdiftio© 
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rifdidtion (hould be reftored to the crown 5 that ap- 
peals to the Pope, the a£t of Philip and Mary con- 
cerning Herefy and all adts in favour of the Roman 
Catholick religion, fliould be repealed; that the 
Queen and her heirs might veft commiflioners with a 
power of ecclefiaftical jurifcfiAion. That all who held 
offices under the crown fliould, on pain of forfeiture, 
take the oath of fupremacy. An adt alfo pafled for 
uniformity of common prayer. All perfons were 
enjoined to attend the fervice of the church, on the 
penalty of nine pence for every abfence. In one of 
the afts, provifion was made that where the mini- 
iters could not officiate in Englifti they fliould be 
permitted to perform the fervice in Latin. This and 
other inftances of a fimilar kind, which have been 
mentioned, ftrongly mark the weak ftate of the 
Englifli intereft, during thefe times, in this country. 

A Statute was likewife enaded by which firfl 
fruits and the twentieth part of fpirituals were re- 
ftored to the crown. 

The warm oppdition given to thefe meafures by 
a number of the members, induced Suffex, after tr 
fliort feflioii, to diflblve the parliament. 

Adieus 

LETTER LXXIX. 

IT is remarkable that of nineteen prelates who werck 
prefent in the late parliament, none of them re- 
fiifed to conform and reiinquiflied their fees, the Bi-» 
fliops of Meath and Kildare excepted. But, through^* 
out the nation, in general, a very different fpirit 
prevailed. Difcontents, on account of religion, were 
univerfaL The Qjieen was accufed of Herefy. Cler-^ 

X z gyrae^ 
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gyhicil abandoilfed thdr parillies, which, from the 
want of Protcftaht miriifters, remained Vacant*, 
Churches were not kept In repair, and little regard 
was paid to the late conftitutions of parliarfient. 

The friends of the Catholick faith looked up to 
the Pope for fupport ; they alfo expedted afliftance 
froni Philip of Spain, a violent bigot to the Rbmilh 
perfuafion, and who was not more offended with 
Elizabeth on the fcore of religion than for the aflift- 
ance (he had giVcn his revolted fubjedks of the pro- 
vince of Holland. 

Encouraged by the prefent discontents^ as fa- 
vourable to the views he had formed of eftablifhing 
his independence in Ulfter^ 0*Nial openly avowed 
his pretenfions, coUedled his followers, led them to 

.g the field and committed depredations, even 
beyoiid the limits of the pale. Suffer, at the 
head of five hundred men, marched out to oppofe 
him. But, by the iriterpofitidn of Kildare, the friend 
of O'Nial, hoftilities ceafed, upon the terms that his 
complaints (hould be adjufted equitably and himfelf 
acknowleged dynaft of his fept with all the rights 
belonging to that dignity, and alfo that if the Baroii 
of Dungannon could not fupport his claim, he (hould 
be created Earl of Tyrone. Mean time, 0*Nial 
fwore allegiance to government, which he was 
bound to renew in the prefence of the Queen. Ac- 
cordingly, with a refpedable guard compleatly ac- 
coutred and richly dreflfed in the manner of their 
country, he repaired to London and with artlefs fim- 
plicity told the ftory of the injuftice with which he 
had been treated. Elizabeth heard him favourably 
and difmiflfed him with prefents and with the hopes of 
her protection. By his conduit, on returning to Ire- 
land^ 



OF IRELAND. aps 

land, he feemed to have a fenfe of this kind treat- 
ment|^ for he drove many of the Scots out of Ulfter 
who, we have feen, had for fome time harrafled it 
with their invafions and exerted himfclf tp preferve 
the public peace. 

At this time Annaly was reduced into a fliirc 
called the county of Longford. Connaught ^ 
was likewife divided into the counties of ^ 
Clare, Galway, Sligo, Mayo, Rofcommon and Leir 
trim. But inteftine infurredions were Hill preva- 
lent. The Earl of Clanricarde and Mac Outer were 
at variance. The Birnes, the Tools, the Cavanahs 
and other chieftains were in arms. Betwixt Ormond 
and Defmcaid, the latter of whom had lately loft in 
battle, three hundred men, difputcs were violent. 
Upon this occafion, Defmond wa? wounded and ta- 
ken prifoner. The men of Ormond employed in 
carrying him off the field moft ungeneroufly infulted^ 
his misfortune, alking him with contempt, " Where 
is now the great Lord of Defmond ?'* ** Where," 
replied he with a magnanimity truly admirable, 
*^ Where, but in his prpper place, ftill on the neck^f 
of the Butlers." 

Sussex being recalled, Arnold an Englilhi l^night, 
was appointed to fucceed him, but, being unfit fojr 
the office, he was foon fuperfeded and ^iv Henry 
Sydney vefted with the authority pf viceroy. Sir 
Henry had filled that office with reputation. The 
times required fuph a governor. The violence done 
to their religious fyftem had produced difcontents in 
the minds of many, which were likely to continue* 

A NUMBER of chieftains, as we have juft mentis 
oned, wer6 at variance. With refpedt to O'Nial, 
whom nothing could fatisfy fixort of ^bfolute inde- 

X 3 pendencCi^ 
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pendence^ he was bufily employed in making war- 
like preparations. *• I have not,** cried he, *' for- 
gotten the royal dignity of my anceftors. Ulfter 
was theirs and (hall be mine; by the fword they 
won it, and with the fword I will maintain it.** Ani- 
mated by thefe fentiments, he led his forces to Der- 
ry. Haring provoked the garifon, a flcirmifli enfued 
in which the governor and a number of CNiaFs men 
were flain. As he had made no attack upon the 
town, he complained that he had been injurioufly 
treated, commenced hoftilities ; applied to Rome 
and Spain fbr aid, and exhorted feveral Irifii lords 
to ftand fprth in fupport of the common caufe. The 
Deputy having endeavoured, in vain, to perfuade 
him to peace, adopted a fcheme which he thought 
would effeAually reduce him to obedience. O'Nial 
had driven the chieftain of Fermanagh, and Calvagh 
of Tyrone from their lands ; thefe Sydney reinftat- 
cd, and engaged them, with other chieftains oflfended 
at O'Nial, to fubmit to Elizabeth, and to commence 
hiftilities againft him. 

O'NiAL was unable to contend with the imited 
force of fo many enemies. Repulfed and deferted 
by a number of his followers, he caft himfelf for pro- 
teftion on the Scots, who, notwithftanding the efforts 
made to expel them from the country, had gained 
and continued to poffefs fettlements in Ulfter. Ei- 
ther by treachery or in a private quarrel, he fhortly 
after loft his life. Thus ended the exertions of this 
Northern chieftain to regain thofe privileges of which 
his family had been unjuftly deprived. Animated 
by one of the nobleft fentiments of the human heart, 
he encountered every danger and ran every rifquc 
in behalf of that liberty which had been tranfmitted 
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to him by his anceftors as a facred inheritance^ 
through the courfe of many generations. 

The death of O'Nial reftorcd^ ^t prefent, the 
province of Ulfter to tranquility. Turlogh Lynogh^ 
a branch of the fame family, was appointed his fuc?? 
oeflbr from the perfuafion that he Wf^s ^ man of a 
quiet temper who would prefer jaeace to a ftrugglc 
for independence. 

Many parts of the kingdom being difturbed by 
difputes and infurreftions, the Qijecn gave orderis 
to Sydney to fummon a parliament. It met in Ja? 
nuary fifteen hundred and fixty nine. A number of 
members determined to give every poffiblc oppofi- 
tion to government. The legality of the return! 
were fcrutinized and feveral laid afide as unconflitu? 
tional. Still, government had a majority. By law^ 
none could be eleded who were not refident ; not- 
withftanding, feveral of that defcription were rcr 
turned by the (heriffs. The opinion of the judges 
was taken upon the queftion of their legality. In 
ftameful perverfion of juftice, they gave it in favour 
of the illegal returns, 3ut the judgeis held their 
places during pleafure and were dependants on the 
crown. 

By a law, Poynings' Statute was fufperided in rcr 
fpeft to the whole of the proceedings of this parlia? 
raent, a meafure warmly oppofed by the minority, 
as giving a power to the Deputy and i:ounciI dange-r 
rous to the ftate. To reconcile the minds of the 
country party to this meafure, it was ena(St;cd, that 
no bill (hould be tranfmitled to England for the rtr 
peal of Poynings* Law, unlefs firft agreed upon by 
a majority of the lords and comrrions. Several other 
laws paffed^ the principal pf wHcb mrc y that, in 

the- 
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the place of coigne and livery, a fubfidy of thirteen 
fliiUings and four pence for every plow land, Ihould 
be granted for ten years ; that five of the principal 
mtn of every tribe ftiould anfwer for all the dama- 
ges committed by any belonging to it ; that certain 
forfeited diftri^ts fliould be vetted in the crown ; that 
John 0*Nial (hould be attainted, the name aboliflied, 
and his lands in Ulfter, a part in favour of Turlogh 
Lynogh excepted, forfeited to her Majefty j that all 
who chofe might furrender their lands and receive 
them again from the crown as Engliih tenures ; that, 
to prevent improper perfons from being admitted to 
benefices, as frequently had been the cafe, particu- 
larly in Munfter and Connaught, the Deputy and 
his fucceffors ihould, for ten years, prefent to bene- 
fices within the bounds of thefe provinces. 

You have feen that Annally had been reduced 
into a (hire and that Connaught was divided into 
counties; this now received the fanftion of parlia- 
ttient. But in thefe, judges of aflize were not ap- 
pointed as had been done with refpedt to the other 
counties. In their place, two courts of prefidency 
were inftituted, one for Connaught, the other for 
Munfter. In the former. Sir Edward Fitton, and in 
the latter. Sir John Perrot prefided. The people of 
thefe provinces fmarted under the feverity of their 
government. 

Of Ulfter, which was forfeited, one half was 

vefted in the crown, but it was not feized for the 

benefit of her Majefty, nor any profits re- 

^' ' ceived from it. Little was done here except 
changing the title. The officers of ftate were negli- 
gent of their duty ; inftead of taking pains to conci- 
liate the affedtions of tjie natives they treated them 

with 
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with injuftice. In general, they were, as ufual, 
much difcontcnted. The change which had been 
made in religion continued to give them great dif-- 
fetisfadion, which at this time was heightened by 
the Pope who excommunicated Elizabeth. This in 
their eye, placed her Herefy in a ftill more odious 
point of view. 

Adieu. 
LETTER LXXX. 

THE difpute which had arifen betwixt the earls 
of Ormond and Defmond had, iq the end, 
been referred to the Queen, who determined it in 
favour of the former and caft Defmond into pri-r 
fon. Provoked by this affront to his family and 
excited by other caufes of difcontent, James FitZr 
maurice his brother took up arms againft governr 
ment, and^ prevailed with a number of chieftains, 
nmong whom was the peaceable Turlogh Lynogh, 
to efpoufe his caufe. Not deperiding upon their aid 
as fufficient, he applied to the Pope and to the King 
pf Spain for aiffiftance. Alarmed by this formidable 
infurredion, the Deputy took every neceflary ftep 
to oppofe it, and after fome vigorous exertions, in 
which, he was much affifted by the attention and ac- 
tivity of Sir John Perrot, it was fupprefled. 

An unfuccefsful attempt had lately been made by 
Sir Thomas Smith to eftablilh an Englilh fettjement 
in Ulfter upon the forfeited lands. Not difcouraged 
by this, Walter Devereugh Earl of Eflex, a young 
man of ^ warm enterprifing temper, highly in favour 
with the Queen, acconipanied by a number of gen- 
jlcnien of diftindtion, and by a body of forces^ can^e 

over 



.' 



] 



ipS THE HISTORY 

over^ for this purppfe, in A^guft fifteen hundre4 
and icventy three. But he met with unfurmount- 
able difiicuUies* Several chieftains,, filkd with in- 
dignation by this iniquitous attempt to drive then* 
fron^ their lands and habitations, forined a confede? 
racy, and, by their repeated defuttory attacks, harr 
raffed his men exceedingly. The principal adveft- 
turers became difcouraged, deferted him and re^ 
turned to their own country. After many unfuc- 
cefsful efforts, he went back to England, from; 
whence he returned to this country veiled with the 
dignity of Earl Marfhal. Again he endeavoured tq 
accomplifb his favourite fcheme, but met with new 
difapp^ntments. The difficulties he had to encoun-r 
tcr were greatly aggravated by the oppofition of hisi 
c^aemies, who, jealous of his intereft with Elizabeth, 
were hoftife to every thing which lerKled to promote; 
his intereft. He was forced tp refinquifti the under* 
taking. The fame laudable fpirit in the natives 
which roufed them to the defence of their rights, in 
oppofition to the views of the ambitious Effex, made 
Fitzwilliam, fhortly before created Lord Deputy, 
tired of his office. He befeechcd the Queen tarecaj . 
him. She complied, and placed the reins of govern- 
ment, once more, in the hands of Sir Henry Sydney,^ 
Veiled with ample powers, he landed the tw^fth of 
September fifteen hundred and feventy five. 

Immediatelx upon his arrival, with fo hundred 
horfe and foot, he made a progrefs through feveral 
parts of the kingdom, received the fubmiffion of 
Turlogh Lynogh and other offenders,, and happily 
quieted thofe infurreftions which had fo long dif- 
turbed the public peace. None of the infurgents 
gave him iq. much trouble as the fons of Lord Clan- 

ricardcj 
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cardc, who, provoked by the feverity of Sir Edward 
Fittbn the prefident of Connaught, had rifen in arms 
againft government. He drove them to the 
mountains, feized feveral of the caftles of 
Clanricarde, took himfelf prifoner and conveyed him 
to Dublin, where he had been confined ftiortly be- 
fore. 

This year, types of the Irifh charadter were fir ft 
brought into Ireland by the Chancellor of Saint Pa- 
tricks. It was ordered by government, that the 
book of common prayer (hould be printed in that 
language and a church fet apart in the principal 
town of every diocefe, where prayers, in the Irilli 
tongue, fliould be read and a ferniqn preached to 
the common people. Whilft penal ftatutes were a 
difgrace to Chriftianity, this mode of making con- 
verts to the reformation was agreeable to the amia- 
ble, benevolent fpirit of the Gofpel, and was at- 
tended with the fuccefs it fo well merited. • 

Sir John Berrot being removed from the preli- 
dency of Munfter, he was fucceeded by Sir William 
Drury, who, as governor of Berwick, had acquired 
confiderable reputation. In difcharging the duties 
of his office, he acquitted himfelf with vigour and 
activity, In a particular inftance he gave much of- 
fence to the Earl of Defmond -, Kerry a part of his 
territories, was ^ county palatine, and, of courfe^ 
entitled to all the privileges of exempt jurifdiftion* 
Hither, a number, to avoid the power of the Prefi- 
dent, fled for proteftion. Drury purfued them and 
cxercifed in Kerry the fame authority as in any other 
diftrift of the province. The Earl expoftulated, 
upon this encroachment on his prerogative, But in 
vain. Defmond collefted a number of his foUowei:s 
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to aid him in vindicating his rights. They were at-» 
tacked by the Prefident and routed ; upon which he 
cpmpiained of his injuries to the Deputy. In parti- 
cular, he accufed Drury, of having tinpofed a tax 
by his own authority. The caufe, in comnKxi with 
others of a funihtr nature fupported by the inhabi* 
tants of the pale, was heard before the Deputy, and 
firom his tribunal removed by appeal to England. 
The council, without paying any regard to jus- 
tice, or to the principles of the conftitution, deter- 
mined it in favour of Drury. The tax^ they faid, 
concerned a.cuftcxnary fine» and depended on the 
Queen's prerogative. Upon this new and flagrant 
violation of their vights^ the minds of the people 
were inflamed with refentment. Adkuated by a fpi- 
rit worthy of the caufe in Which they were engaged^ 
they abfolutely refufed compliance. Government, 
determined to enforce the iniquitous impofition, and 
to inflidt examplary puni(hment on thofe who had 
been moft aftivc in oppofing the meafure, feized 
them, both here and in Englai^d, and cad them inta 
prifon. They were foon> however, releafed from 
confinement, and the matter compromifed, Elizar 
beth having perceived th^t popular difccMitents had 
rifen fo high as to threaten government with alarm? 
ing cpnfequences. The haughty fpirit of the Queen, 
who was more ftrongly attached to prerogative than 
to the privileges of her fubjefits^ would, it is prob^ 
ble, have been more difficult to fubdue, on the prcr 
fent occafion, had (he not been threatened with daiv- 
ger from another quarter. 

Thomas Stufccly, an Knglifti adventurer of eiv- 
terprife and ambition being refufed by Sydney a 
place which he had foiicited,^ retired to the continent 
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in difguft and applied to the Pope and Philip of 
Spain for a body of forces with which he vainly pro- 
niifed to conquer Ireland, in favour of the Marquifs 
of Vincola a natural fon of his Holinefs. He fuc- 
ceeded in his application and dillinguithed by the 
Pope with a variety of pompous titles and veiled 
with all the plenitude of power which had been fo 
Hberally granted to Henry the Second for the con- 
queft of Ireland, embarked with eight hundred men. 
But, on his arrival at Portugal, being invited to 
ferve under Scbaftian who was going upon an expe- 
dition to Africa, he confented to affift him, upon 
condition that on their return, the King of Portugal 
iliould aid him in the execution of his defign againil 
Ireland. With Sebaftian, Stukely and his men pe- 
lifhed in Africa. 

Farewell, 

L E T T E\R LXXXL 

1 

OF a nature, more ferious in it's confequcnces 
than the fcheme of invafion formed by Stulce* 
ly, was that planned and executed by James Fitz- 
maurice, brother of the Earl of Defmond. Some 
time before, he had engaged in an infurredlion 
againft government. He ftill retained the fame re- 
fen tment to Elizabeth. Animated by this paffion, 
he left Ireland and applied for aid to Philip of Spain 
who . ftimifhed him with a fmall number of men. 
With thefe and fome fugitives who joined them, he 
landed at Smerwick in the county of Kerry. Upoqi 
his arrival, two brothers of the Earl of Defmond, 
Sir John Defmond and James Fitzmaurice with their 
fylJDwers, efpoufed his caufc. He expedked more 

powerful 
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powerful aflifiance and to procure it, made an in- 
curfion into the interior and more diftant parts of 
the kingdom. In the county of Limerick, he was 
killed in a rencounter occafioned by a difpute which 
happened betwixt him and one of the De Burgos* 
In his place. Sir John put himfelf at the head of the 
invaders, who fpread themfelves throtigh the coun- 
try, refolving to ftand upon the defcnfive, and, af- 
ter the manner of the natives, take every opportunity 
of annoying the forces which might l>e fent to op- 
pofe them. 

Sir William Drury, now deputy in the place of 

Sydney^ drew together all the forces he could coi- 

kft and led them againft the Spaniards and 

' their affociates. The OKxle of operations 
adopted by the enemy rendered the bufinefs exceed- 
ingly difficult. He was not only haraffed by deful- 
tory attacks, but loft a detachment of two hun- 
dred men. In the mean time. Sir John's forces 
were confiderably encreafed. Having been in the 
field feveral weeks, fatigue and bad health obliged 
the Deputy to retire and leave the command of the 
troops to Sir Nicholas Malby. In a plwn near Li- 
merick, Sir Nicholas came up with the enemy who 
confiftcd of about two thoufand men, engaged and 
after an obftinate battle entirely defeated them. 

By letters found in the baggage, it appeared that 
the Earl of Defmond, whofe condud, for fome time, 
had been fufpicious, was engaged in the intereft of 
the infurgents. He now threw off the malk and 
made an attack upon the Englifli camp, which was 
unfuccefsful. Attempts to perfuade the Earl to 
peace having proved ineffedlual, Malby was prepar- 
ing 
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infe to force him to fubmiffion ; but the Deputy died 
which pnr an end to his command. 

StR William Pelham, created lord juftice by the 
counc'l, prof<"cuted the war in Munfteron the other 
liani D.-fmond, having rejected new offers which 
wevf: made to reconcile him to government in con- 
sequence of which he had been proclaimed a tray tor, 
iifed every effort to procure the affiftancc of friends 
at home and abroad, but, by the unremitting ex- 
lertions of Pelham, he was reduced to fuch ftraights 
as to be under the painful neceffity of calling himfelf 
on the mercy of government. There was now no 
room for pardon. On her knees and with tears 
ilieaming from her eyes, his lady entreated in his 
behalf. In vain. Nothing would be accepted but 
unconditional fubmiiTion. Defmond chofe rather to 
encounter the utmoft extremity of fortune. 

Soon after, Arthur Lord Grey was made deputy 
of Ireland. A ftranger to the country and to the 
manner of fighting ufed by the natives, of 
whom, with Engliflimen in general, he en- ^^" 
tertained a high contempt, he thought nothing was 
cafier than to put an end to the war. Experience 
foon convinced him of his folly. A body of Iril^i 
were pofted in the vallies of Glendelough, from 
whence, they made continued incurfions into the 
country all around. Grey ordered his men to dif- 
lodge them. They marched forward to execute 
the command. No enemy was to be feen. But, of 
a fudden, the Irifli appeared and made repeated at* 
tacks upon thfem from the woods, until the Queen's 
troops were entirely deftroyed. The Deputy, covered 
with dishonour, faw now the difficulty of the fervice 
in which he had engaged. Winter having left the 

coafts 
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coafts open which he had been appointed to pro- 
tedl, feven hundred Spaniards and Italians landed 
at Smerwick with money, arms and amunition for 
five thoufand men. The Deputy having joined his 
forces to thofe of Ormond, who commanded in 
Munfter, attacked the foreigners in a fort begun 
by their countrymen, and which they were en-, 
deavouring to finifti. The garrifon, no longer able 
to defend themfelves, propofed to furrender, on 
terms which weife refufed them. Forefeeing the 
dreadful confequences of their fituation, they cried 
out, Mercy ! Mercy ! The conquerors, fteeled 
againft every fentiment of compaflion, put them 
all to the fword, the Italian general and a few 
officers exceped, who were made prifoncrs. This 
deteftable adt was univerfally condemned : the very 
recital of it thrills the heart with horror. 

To affift in re-eftabli(hing the public tranquility, 
Ormond was made prefident of Munfter ; Zouch an 
Englifh officer of reputation, had configned to his care 
the County of Kerry, and the celebrated Sir Walter 
Raleigh, fome time before fent to Ireland in the fer- 
vice of the Queen, had the principal command in 
Cork. 

By the aftivity and diftinguiflied valour of thefc 
officers, the force of the enemy was confiderably 
weakened, which would not have been fo formida* 
blc had it not been ftrenghtened by the acceffion of 
leveral of the nobility of the pale, among whom was 
Lord Baltinglas, the Lord of Lixnaw and his fon, 
with others of confequence. The two latter were 
reduced to fubjedtion and fome others of leading in- 
fluence were taken prifoners. Sir John Defmond feH 
a vidtim to the aftivity of Zoucli. The unfortu- 
nate 
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tlate Earl of Dcfinond was reduced to the fituation of 
a wretched outlaw,^ deftitute of friends and pro- 
tciSHon- Hayingp^ffed through a variety of diftrefs- 
ing viciffitudes, he was obliged, in the depth of 
Winter, to fly for fafety to a wood near Kilmallock. 
Some Engliflimen, from a neighbouring garrifon^ 
being informed of his retreat, endeavoured to furprife 
-him^ He difcovered his danger, fled with his lady 
from the wretched hut where he had lain concealed, 
{^lunged to the neck into a rjver which ran through 
•the wood, and continued in this deplorable fituation 
until his.purfucrs retired. Upon this occafion, his 
fevants were kitted and his little property carried 
pflEj The miferable fugitive wandered about, in ex-t 
treme neceflity, until the following Autumn, when, 
having driven off foitie cattle foi: fupport, the wo- 
man to whom they belonged' complained to a bro- 
ther of the lofs (he had fuftained. Having obtained 
a Few foldiersfrom a neighbouring fort, he purfued 
the cattle to night when they were Hopped in their 
progrefs by a wood. About midnight, having per- 
ceived a fire at fome diftance they advanced towards 
it and arrived at a cabin where they difcovered an 
old man alone in a hut fitting by the fide of the fire. 
One of them *drew his fword and feverely wounded 
hiiH in the arm, upon which he cried out in anguifli, 
*^ Save me, for I am the Earl of Defmond.** His 
bead was fevered from his ftioulder and fent to Lon- 
don, where it was exhibited as a public fpedtacle. 

Op all the natives, none had been more powerful 
fhaii' Defmond, or poflefled, in a higher degree, 
that bold fpirit of independence which they gloried ' 
in as their higheft honor and for which, upon all oc** 
cafions, they were ready to facrifice their lives, their 
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property, every thing deareft to them upon £artfa. 
With him, the name and family of Defmond were 
utterly extinguilhed and his large pofleifions forfeited 
to the crown. 

Th a t Elizabeth and her minifters wifhed for Irifli 
forfeitures even at the expence of juftice and honor, 
is beyond all doubt^ for in the courfe of the prefent 
infurreftion, Ormond offered by proclamation, life 
and lands to thofe of Defmond's aflbciates who would 
furrender. Induced by this encouragement, a num- 
ber of them laid down their arms. This highly of- 
fended the Queen, who, under her own hand, gave 
orders to Ormond to feize thofe whom he had par- 
doned. Ormond in a letter to the Lord Treafurer, 
had the fpirit and the juftice to reply, that he would 
never ufe treachery to any man ; that the inftrudki- 
ons he had received, were injurious to the honor of 
the Queen and to his own and that whoever gave 
the advice was much fitter to execute it than he 
was. 

Adieu, 

LETTER LXXXIL 

WI T H the fall of Defmond, thofe difturbanccs 
which had created fo much uneafmefs to go- 
vernment, ceafed for the prefent. Had a fyftem of 
policy, founded on juft and humane principles, been 
now adopted by the Englifti miniftry, a permanent 
tranquility might have been eftablifhed in Ireland* 
But the views of England were, rather, to foment 
diffentions in this ill fated country, left by it's re- 
gaining internal ftrength, the nation fliould throw 

off 
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off the Britilh yoke, and regain it's CM-iginal indc- 
pendence. 

Grey, who, on many occafions, provoked the na* 
tives by his feverity, had, at his own defirc, « 
been recalled and the government of Ireland, 
under the title of lords juftices, committed to the 
Archbifliop of Dublin and Sir Henry Wallop. Hav- 
ing prefided in the adminiftration a fliort time, they 
were fucceeded by Sir John Perrot, who, before 
had held that office, the duties of which he difcharged 
in a manner very conducive to the intereft of the 
crown. He began his government with a declaration 
of indemnity to all concerned- in the late infurredli- 
on. To induce the natives and thofe who were cal- 
led degenerate Englilh to fubmit to Englifli law, he 
made a progrefs through the province of Connaught 
where he correfted fome diforders and, appointed 
IherifFs, for the firft time, to the counties of Clare, 
Galway, Sligo, Mayo, Rofcommon and Leitrim. 
Whilft engaged in this bufmefs, he was called into 
Ulfter by an account that a thoufand Scots had in- 
vaded the Northern coafts of that province, in aid 
of their countrymen, who had probably formed a 
defign of extending their power under the command 
of Surleboy one of their principal chieftains. Upon 
his arrival in the North with a body of forces, the 
Scots difappeared. His expedition there, on the 
prefent occafion, and another which he made to Ul- 
fter, a Ihort time after, were not unprofitable to go- 
vernment. He received the fubmiflion of feveral 
chieftains and amongft the reft, that of Turlogh Ly- 
nogh whom Defmond had prevailed with to re- 
nounce his allegiance to Elizabeth. A number ac-^ 
quiefced in thofc forms which were neceflary to the 
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holding of their knds, in future, as Englirti tenures.' 
Befides, he added to the counties already formed, 
thofe of Cavan, Fermanagh, Donegal, Coleraihe, 
Tyrone, Monaghan and Armagh appointing (herifFs 
and other officers neceflary to the regular adminiftra- 
tion of juftice. He prevaikd alfo that in thefe parts, 
provifion fliould be made, by afleffment, for the 
maintenance of eleven hundred men. 

In April fifteen hundred and eighty five, a parFi- 
ament was aflembled at Dublin. In the upper houfe, 
there were prefcnt twenty four fpiritual and twenty 
five temporal lords. The lower houfe confifted of 
only feven members for counties and twenty feveii 
for boroughs and cities. The firft part of the bufi- 
hefs was a motion from the court party for a fufpen- 
fion of Poynings* Law, which was negatived by the 
oppofite party, who were jealous of the defigns of 
government, particularly with refpedt to the impofi- 
tion of taxes. The wiflies of government beirg de- 
feated in relation to fome of the tranfmitted bills, 
the Deputy was offended and prorogued the parlia- 
ment. 

He was again called to the North by another in- 
vafion of the Scots. Being defeated by Captain Staf- 
ford, one of his officers, the invaders pafled the Ban, 
retreated from place to place until they approached 
Strabane, which, it was fuppofed, they had a defign 
to attack. To fave the town, the Englifh army march- 
ed all night, came up with them, and, in a fecond 
engagement put them to the rout. 

The Deputy now turned his attention to the pro- 
vince of Connaught. Sir Richard Bingham the pre- 
fidfent and other commiffioners were empowered to 
make a compofition with that province, by which. 
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in place of former exa£tions, they agreed to pay ten 
(hillings yearly for every quarter of land containing 
a hundred and twenty acres, and alfo to furnifh a 
certain number of foldiers for the fervice of govern- 
ment. By the fame commiffion it was likewife 
agreed, that the Irilh captainlhips, titles and the laws 
of taniftry and gavelkind fliould be aboliflied in Con- 
naught and that the lands of that province fliould be 
held by patent from the crown as Englifti tenures. 

Farewell. 

LETTER LXXXIII. 

« 

THE principal adt of the parliament which met 
after the prorogation, was to attaint as guilty 
^f high treafon, the Earl of Defmond and about a 
hundred and forty of his adherents. 

Elizabeth had been very folicitous to eflablifli 
an Englifli colony in Munfter. The principal obfta- 
cle being now removed, flie proceeded with that de- 
fign. To this end, flie gave grants in this province 
to a number of Englifti gentlemen of rank upon 
terms calculated for the fecurity of the fettlement. 
It was intended that the colony fliould be quite 
diftinft, compofed entirely of adventurers from Eng- 
land and that each tenant fliould not b^ permitted 
to hold more than the exadt portion of land affigned 
him. But the conditions were eluded. The fame 
perfon was fufFered to hold different denominations 
of land ; Englifli leafes were given to others. Agents 
ill qualified to condudt the bufmefs were appointed, 
who neither did juftice to their employers nor to the 
natives.- Befides, the colony was not fufficicntly 
protected by government. The affairs of this fet- 
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tlemcnt would, in all probability, have been better 
conduded, had not the Deputy, by the ftrianefs of 
his adminiftration created to himfelf many powerful 
enemies, who, fome time before, endeavoured to re- 
move him from the government by criminating him 
to the Queen. But though they failed in this at- 
tempt, yet they had influence enough to prevent his 
name from being inferted among the commiflioners 
appointed to fuperintend the fettlement of Munfter. 

In Connaught, Sir Richard Bingham and the offi- 
cers under him, inftead of conciliating by gentler- 
nefs the afFeaions of the natives, executed Englifli 
law in fuch a manner as to render it the objedt of 
their averfion. To fee the inhabitants pillaged, to 
be witnefs to a haughty and infolent parade of mili- 
tary power, to behold the adminiftration of juftice 
accompanied with ftrong charafters of oppreffion, 
roufed, in particular, the free and indignant fpirit 
of the De Burgos. They flew to arms. Bingham, 
fubdued the infurredtion and treated thofe concerned 
in it with the fame unfeeling rigour which was the 
caufe of it. The Deputy exhorted him to aft with 
more gentlenefs, but he paid no regard to the admo- 
nition. Provoked by his behaviour, Perrot com- 
pelled him to accept of the fubmiffion of the De Bur- 
gos. They had recourfe again to arms, and were re- 
duced by the Prefident to the brink of ruin when 
two thoufand Scots came to their afiiftance, who fup- 
ported for a while their declining caufe, but Bing- 
ham, furprifed their c^mp and by a compleat vidtory 
fuppreffed the infurredtion. 

The fame inhuman conduft towards the natives, 
for which Bingham was fo remarkable, diftinguiflied 
the officers of government in the prqviAcc of Ulfter. 

Thi$ 
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This excited in the breafts of the Irifh lords warm 
refentment and a pailionate recoUetlion of their loft 
independence. 

We have fecn that Matthew, Baron of Dungan- 
non, was a favourite of government. This attached 
his fon Hugh to Elizabeth. His manners were po- 
lifhed, in confequence of his refidence in the Englifh 
court and of the advantages he had enjoyed of a li- 
beral education. In the fervice of the Queen, he 
had given proofs that he was well qualified for dif- 
charging with propriety the duties of a military life. 
Thus diftinguiftied and by the help of an artful ad- 
drefs, he fo recommended himfelf to Elizabeth and 
to the Deputy of Ireland that he was created Eat 1 of 
Tyrone, and received a grant of the whole ^ 
of that county free of chief rent, upon con- 
dition that he would make fufficient provifion for 
Turlogh and for the fons of John 5 that he would 
difclaim all title to the reft of Ulftcr and abolilh the 
namie of O'Nial for ever. 

Having thus obtained the gratification of his 
wifties, he returned to Ireland, took poffcffion of the 
earldom and his eftate, and, with views which he 
fome time after difclofed, ufed every means which 
political cunning could devife to eftablifli his power 
and to ehcreafe his confequence. Convinced that 
the diftinguiftiing proofs he had received of royal fa- 
vour would engage him to fupport and extend the 
interefts of government, the Deputy permitted him 
to keep always under his command fix companies of 
foot 1 thefe he changed, in fucceffion for others, until 
he had a confiderable number of followers trained to 
the ufe of arms. He gradually extended his power 
over the neighbouring chieftains, made peace with 

the 
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the fcpt of the CCahans, with whom he had been al 
variance, and engaged in his intereft the Scots who 
had fettled in his neighbourhood. 

In the mean time, O'Donnel of Tirconncl, hav- 
ing call off his allegiance, engaged the attention of 
government. Not being provided in forc^ to re- 
duce him, the Deputy accomplifhed . the point by a 
piece of finefle difhonorable to his character. He 
loaded a (hip with Spani(h wines and as a veflel of 
that nation fent it to the coaft of Tirconnel. The 
cldeft fon of 0*Donnel and two compamons, by invi-^ 
tation, went on board and being made drunk, were 
carried to Dublin and fecured as hoib^s for the fu- 
ture good behaviour of O'DcHmel. Of a cfifferent 
complexion from this was the general tinour of Per* 
rot^s conduft, in the office of viceroy. He loved juf^ 
tice and was particularly careful to reftrain the Engli(h 
grandees from difturbing the peace of government, 
by their avarice or ambition. This created him ene- 
mies, who, as has been mentioned, endeavoured to 
hurt him in the opinion of the Queen, Tired by 
their continued oppofition, he befeeched her Majefty 
to permit him by relinquifliing his office, to free 
himfelf from cenfures and difficulties which he was 
no longer able to bear. She complied ind ap- 
pointed Sir William Fitzwilliam deputy, in his 
place. 

The courage of the Britifh navy, with the affijft-r 
ance of a ftorm having entirely defeated the cele- 
brated Armada of Spain, fitted out at an immenfe 
^xpenfe for the deftruftion of Engliajid, of the fhips 
that efcaped, feventcen, by terlipefluous weather, 
were forced upon the coaft of Ireland. The inter- 
courfe of the Spaniards with the natives,, occafioned 

by 
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by this accident, tended to cncreafe their difcon* 
tents againft government and to prepare their minds 
for the approaching infurredkion* 

To affift the Irilh, ftores and money had been 
conveyed to Ulfter from Spain. Tht Deputy hav*^ 
ing marched there with a detachment, in order to 
feize them, and, after a ftridt fearch, being able to 
make no difcovery, in a fit of chagrin, he feized, 
upon mere fufpicion, and carried as prifoner to Dub- 
lin, Owen Mac Toole, father-in-law to the Earl of 
Tyrone, and Sir John O'Dogherty. This aft of 
violence againft men who had deferved well of go- 
vernment, was not only unjuft, but highly impolitic. 
Fitzwilliam, in another ftretch of power, was ftill 
more reprehenfible. M*Mahon, an Irilh chieftain of 
Monaghan, who had fubmitted to government and 
held his land as an Englifh tenure, at this time died. 
As he had no children, the Deputy had promifed that 
his brother Hugh fliould be put in pOjQTeffion of his 
lands. But inftead of fulfilling his engagement, for 
;an offence quite agreeable to the Irifli cuftoms, and 
committed before the laws of England had been in- 
troduced into his country, this unfortunate chieftain 
wa& tried and executed. 

Adieu. 

LETTER LXXXIV. 

IT would appear, that Hugh had fcarcely been 
created Earl of Tyrone when he formed the re- 
folution of becoming an independent prince. The 
various means which he ufed to encreafe his power 
tmd confequence had an immediate reference to this 
defign. Government began to fufped his intention 5 

but 
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but his plan was not yet ripe for execution, there* 
fore, to remove ail fufpicion, he went to England, 
renewed his allegiance and gave fureties for his good 
conduct. Accufed fome time after by the fons of 
John 0*Nial, with whom he was at variance, of a 
traiterous correfpondence with the Spaniards, he had 
artifice to elude the force of the charge and to pre- 
ferve the favourable opinion of the Queen. 

Every day, the people became more difcon- 
tented with government and more prepared to affift 
him in the execution of his fcheme. The proceed- 
ings of the Deputy were marked with rapacity, 
with violence and indifcretion, and, as we have ob- 
ferved, Englifli law was adminiftred, with a degree 
of rigour, very prejudicial to their rights. 

All the natives were difgufted, but this circum- 
fiance, particularly, marks the fentiments of thofe 
in Fermanagh. It was propofed to introduce a (he- 
riff into that county. *' He (hall be welcome," fays 
Macguire, one of their principal chieftains, " but 
tell me his eric, that if the people cut off his head, 
I may be prepared to levy it." 

The heart is filled with indignation by an ac- 
count of the injuflice and inhumanity pradtifed on 
the Irifh, related by an officer in the Queen's fer- 
vice. He acquaints us, that thofe placed in autho- 
rity would draw together, perhaps three or four 
hundred of the unfufpefting country people, under 
pretence of doing them fervice, when foldiers would 
be ordered to make a fudden attack upon them and 
cut them off. The fame author likewife afferts, 
that if a man had done wrong, fubmitted and re- 
ceived pardon 5 upon being charged with a fubfe- 
quent offence, though he would voluntarily appear 

before 
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before a public fcffion to anfwer to the accufation, 
he would^ without being admittted to tryal, be exe- 
cuted for his former offence. 

Whatever injuftice and want of policy govern- 
ment difcovered with refpedt to the natives, it*s at- 
tention was now dircfted to an objedl of real confe- 
quence to the kingdom. There was a time when 
Ireland abounded in feminaries of learning; but, 
from caufes already mentioned, thefe had been al- 
moft entirely abolifhed and a long night of darknefs 
fucceeded. The accounts which are given of the 
ignorance that prevailed in this country, even 
among the clergy, for feveral centuries prior to the 
prefcnt period, are quite afFefting. In fuch circum- 
ftances, neither the reformation, nor any other valu- 
able improvement could fucceed. 

In the year thirteen hundred and eleven, the 
Pope had iflued a bull to the Archbifliop of Dublin, 
for the purpofe of engaging him to found an uni- 
verfity in that city. This and feveral efforts of the 
fame kind proved unfuccefsful, in particular, one 
made during the adminiftration of Sir John Perrot, 
which was oppofed by Loftus Archbifliop of Dublin, 
becaufe he confidered the fcheme, then formed, for 
the fupport of the intended college, to be prejudi- 
cial to his intereft. A fcheme being now propofed, 
which did not interfere with his intereft, to make 
amends for his former oppofition, the Archbilhop 
patronized it, and refolved to give it all the affift- 
ance in his power. By his influence, the monaftery 
of All- Hallows, with the lands belonging to it, were 
granted for this purpofe and a royal charter obtain- 
ed. A college was erected in confequence, by the 
title of The College of the Holy and Undivided 

Trinity, 
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Trinity, of Queen Elizabeth, near Dublin. It con- 
fifted of a provoft and three fellows in the name of 
more, and of three fcholars in the name of more. 
The fellows w^re to hold their office feven years, 
with a privilege of elefting the proVoft, under the 
infpedtion of the archbifliop of Dublin, the bifliop 
of Meath, the vice treafurer, the treafurer at war, 
the chief juftice and the Mayor of Dublin as vifitors. 
The circumflance^ of the kingdom were unfiivour- 
able to this infant feminary, but the Queen took it 
under her proteftion and gave it fuch encourage- 
ment as laid a foundation for the profperous Hate at 
which it afterwards arrived. 

Fare>Vell. 

LETTER LXXXV. 

BY this time. Sir Henry Bagnel, prfefident of 
Ulfter, having penetrated the views of Tyrone, 
impeached hirh as guilty of treafon. Without tak- 
ing any notice of his anfwer to the charge, the De- 
puty tranfmitted it to the Qgeen. He had the ad- 
drefs to place his condudl in fo favourable a light to 
the Englifti council, that inftead of condemning him, 
their refentment fell upon his accufers. Tyrone, to 
continue the delufion, joifted his forces to thofe of 
Bagnel, who was employed in compofmg fome diftur- 
bances which had arifen in Connaught. 

In that prov'vnce, affairs began to wear an unplea- 
fing afpeft. The fortrefs of Baleek was in poffeffion 
of the chieftain O'Dolmel, wh6 having colledted a 
confiderable number of partizans, had on more oc- 
citfions than one, defeated the Queen's troojis. By 
his adtivity, he encrbafed the eonfequence of one of 

his 
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his aflbciates, a branch of the family of De Burgo, 
now diftinguifhed by the title of the Mac William. 
Unprovided in forces fufficient to fupport govern- 
ment, the Prefident was obliged to retire and apply 
for afliftance to the Deputy. Fitzwilliam, immedi- 
ately upon this, fet off in perfon, at the head of a 
body of troops, and proceeded to Ennifkillen, to 
which the Irifh had laid liege, after having routed a 
party of horfe and fix hundred foot which had at- 
tempted to oppofe their progrefs. The Deputy re- 
lieved the town. He was now fucceeded in the go- 
vernment by Sir William Ruffel, youngeft fon of 
Francis Earl of Bedford. 

Tyrone, finding it abfolutely tieceffary to his 
defign to proceed immediately to aftion, relinquifhed 
the title of Tyrone, afliimed that of O'Nial, at- 
tacked a fort which the Englifh had built at Black 
Water, [took it and drove out the garrifon. He en^ 
deavoured to ftrengthen his caufe at home and a{> 
plied to Spain for afliftance. It was neceflary that 
he fliould exert himfelf to the utmoft, as Sir John Nor- 
ris with the title of lord general had been fent to Ire- 
land to ftrengthen the forces of the Queen ^ 
with three thoufand men. Elizabeth forefaw 
the danger and the difficulties of the war in which 
flie was about to engage and wiftied to fettle the dif^ 
pute, amicably. A conference was held in which it 
appeared, on the one hand, that Tyrone had been 
firft deceitful and afterwards violent in his proceed- 
ings againft governrnent, and on the other, that the 
conduit of government, in fcveral inftances, eve^^ 
by their own conFeflion, could not be juftified. This 
attempt to prevent hpftiHties did not fucceed. 

Ulster was now in arms; Connaught, as you 

have 
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bave feen^ had commenced hoftilittes, and Munfler 
catched the fame fpirit. Even in Leinfter, there 
was little profpeft that the public tranquility would 
be long preferved. Sir John Norris was exceedingly 
perplexed. His army, from envy in the Deputy, 
were ill fupplied with provifions. They were lefs able 
to bear &tigue than the Irifli and harrafled by their 
defultory manner of fighting. To thefe difficulties 
was added a conviction, that he had engaged in a bad 
caufe ; But, facrificing his private opinion either to 
a regard for his own intereft or to a principle of ho- 
nor, he determined, in fpite of every hardftiip, to 
perfevere. Agreeably to this refolution, he led his 
army into Ulfter. Tyrone afraid to face him in the 
open field, burned Dungannon, wafted the country 
all around, and then retired into feftneflcfs inac- 
ceflible to the enemy. The Englifli army was ax- 
pofed to new diftreffes. Want of fubfiftence obli- 
ged a part of it to retreat to Dublin. From the 
fame caufe, during the courfe of the enfuing Win- 
ter, the infurgents laboured under great difficulties. 
Compelled by neceffity, Tyrone made advances to- 
wards an accommodation. Norris being inclined to 
interpofe in his behalf, and the Queen heartily tired 
of the war, a fecond conference between the oppofite 
parties took place at Dundalk. In the humbleft 
manner, Tyrone expreffed his forrow for having in- 
curred the difpleafure of government, engaged to 
Jay down his arms, to pay a fine and give hoftages 
for his dutiful and loyal behaviour in future. In 
g thefe profeffions, feveral of the leading chief- 
. " ' tains concurred. They were accepted^ on 
the part of Elizabeth, and all who fubmitted receiv- 
ed the pardon of their paft offences. 

HOPBS^ 
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Hopes were entertained that this pacification 
would have put an end to the calamities of war ; 
Jbut they were delufive. 

Intelligence was received, that three veflcls 
from Spain had arrived on the Nptthern coaft with 
ammunition, with affurances to the natives of farther 
affiftance, and with exhortations to perfift in the 
caufc in which they had engaged. Filled, by this 
unexpected encouragement, with fanguine expe6ta* 
tions of fuccefs, the Irilh chieftains, paying no re- 
gard to their late engagements, as being extorted 
from them by neceffity, renewed hoftilities againft 
government. Their firft military operations were 
directed againft Armagh, which was foon obliged to 
furrender. They next endeavoured to furprife the 
caftle of Carlingford, and, in particular, ufed their 
beft endeavours to favour the caufe of the difaffedt^ 
cd Irilh who were in arms in Leinfter. 

However extraordinary it may appear after the 
late fruitlefs negociation, an accommodation was 
once more propofed by Elizabeth, and commiflion- 
ers appointed for that purpofe. It had no other ef- 
feA than to afford Tyrone a new opportunity of dif- 
ciplining his men, of difperfmg his emiffaries in or- 
der to encreafe the number of his partisans, and of 
taking fuch other meafures as feemed to^him moft 
conducive to the fuccefs of his caufe. The Engli(h 
miiuftry, unreafonable in their expectations, and ig- 
norant of the difficulties with which Sir John Norris 
had to ftruggle, complained of his want of fuccefs, 
and committed to Lord Burgh, veiled with the dig^ 
nity of viceroy, the civil adrniniftration^ and the 
profecution of the war. The fenfibility of Norrisi 
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could not bear this harfli and ungrateful treatment. 
He died fliortly after of a broken heart. 

Adieu* 

LETTER LXXXVL 

BURGH, reinforced by the followers of Kildare, 
by Lord Trimblefkown and feveral other chief- 
tains, who efpoufed the fide of government and en- 
gaged perfonally in the fervice, determined to pro^ 
fecute the war with vigour. On the other hand, Ty* 
rone laid every fcheme, and ufed every effort to en* 
fure fuccefs to the caufe, in defence of which he had 
taken up arms; His fuccefs, at firft, was flattermg- 
With half the number, Tirrol, one of his officers, 
defeated and made prifoner a -fon of Lord Trim-- 
bleftown who had attacked* him in Leinfter with i 
thoufand men. In the next operation, viftory de- 
clared on the other fide. The Deputy, having led 
his forces to the North, attacked and carried the en- 
trenchments of Tyrone, and, immediately after, 
took the fort at fefack Water. He died, and was fuc- 
ceeded in the command of the army by Kildare who 
did not long furvive him. 

The Archbiftiop of Dublin, the Lord Chancellor 
and Sir Robert Gardiner, chief juftice, were now 
appointed to conduft the civil adminiftration, and 
th^ Earl of Ormond, with the title of lord lieute- 
fiant of the army, to command the troops. How 
far the infurreftion by this time extended, may be 
judged from a declaration of the council, who gave 
it under their hands, *^ That it was an univerfal 
Irifli rebellion to (hake off all Englifli government." 

As 
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As the danger encreafed, Elizabeth was more 
anxious to re-eftablifti peace by an accommodation. 
Tyrone^ to fave his own immediate intereft, coin- 
cided with her delires fo far as to agree upon 
a ceflation of hoftilities for eight weeks. He '^^ 
was probably induced to this from the hope that be- 
fore the truce expired he would receive fuccours from 
Spain. Being difappointed, at the end of the truce, 
he laid fiege to the fort of Black Water. Bagnal ad- 
vanced /to relieve it. Within three miles of the fort, 
he came up with the enemy whom he engaged, but 
had the misfortune to lofe his life^ moll of his bag- 
gage, artillery and colours with near two thoufand 
men. The furrender of the fort to the Irilh was the 
immediate fruit of this iniportant vidory* But the 
advantages derived from it to the natives were of 
much greater confequence. It diffufed fpirit and 
confidence into the minds of all difaffefted to* go- 
vernment and determined numbers, who had not yet 
taken up arms, to embark in. the common caufe. 
In Connaught all were united in fupport of it. In 
tllfter and Leinfler it received a confiderable addi- 
tion of ftrength. In Munfter, James Fitzthomas a 
Geraldine, was diftinguilhed by the natives with the 
title of Earl of Defmond, and, under the command 
of Tyrone, placed at the head of the infurgents. 
The Prefident of the province found himfelf fo 
prefled by the enemy^ that he was obliged to retire 
to Cork. Flufhcd with fuccefs and engaged in a 
caufe which called forth into adlion the moft violent 
paflions, the diforders committed by the infurgents 
may eafily be conceived. In this refpeft, they had 
the condudl of the Englifli for an example who now 
fuffered in their turn and had the mortification to 
Vox. I. Z fee 
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fee thetr aflTairt, alrtiofl: every where, reduced to a 
very unpromifing cbildition. 

ELTZAB'ETtt, eicceedingly vexed and offended at 
Ormond for not conduAirtg the military operations in 
perfon, difplaced him and appointed Sir Richard 
B?ngham commailder in chief. In a fhort time. Ring- 
'ham died. Two thoiifartd men which'he had brought 
with him from England and a hundred horfe were 
placed linder the comrhand of Sir Samuel Bagnal, 
who, in confequence of the defeat at Rlack Water, 
being incapable of doing any fervice in tJlfter, re- 
tired to Lemfter in aid of tbe Queen*s forces who re- 
quired his siffiftance in that province. 

To eictricate the affairs of government from the 
pfeffure which threatened them with deftrudtion, Ro- 
bert Devereu^ Eart of EfleX, the Queen*s particular 
favourite, a diftinguiftled foldier and paflionately 
fond of military glory, was created Deputy of 
Ireland and fent'over with a larger force and veiled 
with more exteilfiVe powers than had ever been com- 
mitted to a viceroy. He had a commiffion for 
difpofmg of the lands of the infurgetits, for executing 
martial law, and for placing and difplacing all of- 
ficers, at pleafure. He had an army of twenty thou- 
fand foot and thirteeti hundred horfe and a military 
chefl: well provided with money to pay them. Effex 
found even this force to be unequal to that of the 
enemy whofe troops were better difciplined and 
more patient of fatigue. 

Instead of being intimidated, the natives were 
animated with zeal in defence of their religion and 
liberty, in proportion to the vigorous exertions made 
ufc of by Elizabeth for reducing them to obedience. 

The 
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The Englifh Q^wxfA teving pubBfhed an i0ex of 
pardon to thofe who would return to their alkg^ance, 
but which was f^ol aioceptedi fey a fingle individual, 
proceeded with his military opcrationsi. His firft 
ftep wa« very improper and in direct oppofition to 
his inftrwArona, The infurgents of Ulfter being 
moft powerful, he had been ordered to m^l^e them 
the 6rft fiind principal obj^it of hia attention. In- 
ftead of thia^ influenced by the felfifti advice of cer^- 
tain of the pii vy cQuncellors whofo property lay in 
the South and which they wiflied fliould be protect- 
ed, he led his troops into Munfter. Here, he could 
do nothing efFeftual againll the enemy, who, avoid- 
ing an open adfcion, in which only he could have a 
fup^fiority, attacked him from their retreats, hung, 
for days together, upon the r^ar of his army, which 
was eonfiderably diminifli@d and expofed to preffing 
difficulties. 

Mean while. Sir Henry Harrington, whom he 
had left in the Glinns with fix hundred men, was at* 
tacked by the O'Birnes md defeated. 

Fajewell. 

L E T T 1 R \ LXXXVII. 

TYRONE had not been inattentive to his inte- 
reft. Having received amunition from Spain, 
fei2ed particular paffes nece(ftry to his feeurity and 
received into pay a number of Scottifti' forces, he 
took poffeffion of an advantageous fituation in the 
neighbourhood of Newf y which he fortified by ftrong 
entrenchments and there determined to await the 
Approach of EflcK. The Earl had now returned to 
Dublin, By this time, he was acquainted with the 
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number, with the ftrength and with the military flcill 
of the infurgents and forefaw the difficulty of redu<> 
ing them to obedience^ by open force. Impreffed by 
this idea, he had written to the Queen and given it 
as his advice, that to guard the Iri(h coafts to prevent 
the enemy from receiving foreign aid, to wafte their 
country, to dcftroy their provifions, and thus gradual^ 
ly confume their ftrength, was, though more tedious^ 
the fure and eife£tual method of compelling them 
to return to their allegiance* Elizabeth was chagrin^ 
cd, rejedled the advice, and enjoined him to march 
diredlly againft Tyrone. Even now, inftead of 
obeying, he marched into Leinfter againfl the 
O'Moores and O'Connors* In this exp(*dition, equal* 
ly unfortunate with that into Munfter, he fo dimi« 
niftied his army, that he was obliged to write to 
England for a fupply of a thoufand men. He was 
equally unfuccefsfiil in an attempt which he made to 
call the attention of Tyrone towards Baleek. There, 
fifteen hundred men detached under the command 
of Sir Conyers ClifFord being attacked to difadvan** 
tage by the chieftain O'Rourk, were defeated, and^ 
had they not been relieved by a body of horfe which 
fortunately came up to their afliftance, would have 
been entirely deftroyed. 

At laft, Eflex refolved upon an expedition to the 
North, but, on reviewing his troops, he found that 
he could lead there no more than thirteen hundred 
foot and three hundred horfe. With this inconfider- 
able force, he fet forwards and reached the borders 
of Ulfter about the middle of September. To en- 
gage the enemy with fuch inferior numbers might 
have been fetal ; he therefore parlyed with Tyrone 
and concluded a truce of fix weeks^ to be renewed 

for 
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for a like fpace until the firft of May, no party to 
commence hoftilities without fourteen days notice. 
By this ftep, Effex ftill more highly provoked Eliza- 
beth who expreffed her refentment in a letter to him 
on the occafion in very warm terms. In confidence 
that by a perfonal interview he would be able to re- 
vive that afFeftion with which the Queen had formerly 
treated him, he fet ofF immediately for London, not 
only without permiflion, but iin exprefs contradiction 
to her order. To guard agatnft the advantage which 
his enemies, of whom he had many, would take of 
this ra(h flep, by making an impreffion unfavourable 
to him on the mind of her Majefty, immediately on 
his arrival, he haftened to her apartment, caft himfelf 
on his knees and endeavoured to difarm her refent- 
ment. Surprifcd by the unexpefted appearance of 
her favourite which prevented reflexion and excited 
a fudden emotion of that regard which he had long 
experienced^ fhe received him gracioufly. The 
comfortable hopes with which this reception inipired 
him w^re tranfient. With recoIIcAion,, the difplea^ 
fure of Elizabeth returned^ Sie confined Eflcx to 
his apartments and then committed him to the Tow** 
er. Having regained his liberty he was hurried by 
the impetuofity of his temper into an adt of open re* 
bellion^ for which he wa^ publickly cKecuted. 

Adieu. 

LETTER LXXXVIIL 

THE efforts of the moft powerful and beft ap- 
pointed army ever employed in attempting to 
cftablilh the Eaglifli intereft in this country, had 
been defeated.. A recruit of money and amimition 

Z 3; was 
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was feitf to the inftirgents Fr^m Spain with aflurances 
that a number of tioops^ in aid of their ftrccefsful 
eXertioM, would iTttrmediaiefy follow* Thefe 
^^^' favourable circtumft^ncts infpired them with 
the confident hop^e that th^ period^ when they ftould 
ht ftilly reftored to theit dvil aad religioua rights. 
Was iww arrived. 

Ffc Atr^REb by this Wgh compfimttit of a phoe- 
nix* cbiifecrated phime fern him by the Pbpe, and 
by other diftinguifhdd marks of his favour, Tyrone 
openly avowed himfelf the champiwi of the Catholic 
church and addreSed himfelf, in a p^culat manner^ 
to the natives, to ulfe tvtYy eftbrt in behalf of their 
civil pri vikgeS) and mbit 'C^ciaJly in fiipporf of riie 
religion of theit •a¥icdftdr&. Having ^ven i»tioe that 
"he would break the truce, at the h^ad of two thou- 
itand five hundred horfe, he proceected to Munfter 
wher^ fee ufed every pofliblfe method t^ escile tlie 
natives to inifurrcdtibrt, to encoiiragfe and »o uflii^ 
hife fifends and to intimidate thofe who would n« 
TOgage in his cauife. 

OR!*oNn, who, 0*1 the depawure of EiTex, had 
httn inflated ii> the office of lord lleunsnant of tl« 
l^rmy, had collefteda number of forces ind'attemp<t* 
led lo ihtercep* Tyrone^ ^tm hfs returti from M«»fter> 
1 660 '^^^' ^ ^^^ vijgilianoe and a^ftivrty, he efcaped 
the fnare that was laid, for him and got fafe 
back again to the North- 
Si r John Nbrris-, prefident of Munfter, having 
been killed in a fkirmifli with the natives. Sir George 
-OsLTh^^ nh z&xw officer of fe^peifience, weft ac- 
quatntfed Vith Afe mode of coflkkidking military 
^^rrftiotis in Jpefend, Was appointed to fucceed him. 
Hk inftmaidni &om ^gov^iuaibat will give us ^n 

idcji 
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idea of the powers with which the prefideut of a pro.- 
vince was invefted. Except in cafe of neceflity, he 
was not to obftruft but to aid by his authority the 
courfe of common law. Without ^v'^deijt caufc, he 
was not to interrupt the jmft liberties, and franchifes 
of the people. Affifted by a council, he was^ to try 
4ind determine caufes whicn belonged to criminal ju- 
rifdidion. He was tq execute martial la\$r., to pjro^- 
cute rebels to the utmoft extrenaity, to determine 
every thing relating tQ confpiracies. awf to for- 
feitures, and to excrcife authority, with refped to 
all laws, proclamations and qrdinances qf the realm. 
The powers of this o8^ie, thpfe ia particular of dif*- 
penlxng Avith law and of interfering with the. liberties 
of the fubjed, were ^^Qgipther incqnfiftent with a 
free conftitutiqn. 

In the Spring, Qrmondf invited the Prefident to a 
inference which he w^s tp have l^y appointment, 
with O'Moore, one of the principal infurgents, near 
Kilkenny. They met. During the parley, a Ijody 
of men plated for the purpoie in ambufcade, ruihed 
out, and, in breach of faith, took Qrmond prifonen 
£Iarew ^nd the Earl of Thomond, who had accom- 
panied Wm, very narrowly efcapcd. Some tiipe af- 
jer Ormond regained his liberty. 

The pieceding year, ^Charles Blunt, Lord Mount- 
joy, >yas appointed fucceffor to ,the unfortunjite Ef- 
fcx as Deputy of Ireland* Hf wa? a man of a bold 
fpirit, and, ppflibffed of capacity and penetration. 
Upon bis arrival, percjdiving that the \var Jiad not 
been conduced wida priw^ence, he chained the plan 
erf operations* Ear? of lp& troops he quarte^red in gar- 
rifons, from whence be was en^ablec^ to annoy the 
ifm^y ij^ tb^)r quvtc^^s, *nd could c^ them toge- 
ther 
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ther whenever he rcqutrcd their afliftance. With re-f 
fpcdk to thofe of the army who were to be employed 
in the field he was cautious, for fome time, not tq 
cxpofe them to danger. By guarding againft fur- 
prifc and not fighting with the enemy, but to ad- 
vantage, he raifed theif fpirits and infpired them 
with confidence, which they had in a great me^furc 
loft by their ill fuccefe againft the enemy. 

When he had thus prepared his men for aftlon, 
4nd the feafon of the year became favourable, he 
put his forces in motion, and, notwithftanding the 
efforts of Tyrone to ftop his progrefs at the Moyry, 
the pafs which he had fortified in the vicinity of 
Newry, he penetrated to the North, eftablifticd an ad- 
vantageous poft at Lough Foyle, ftrengthened Lon- 
donderry and built a fort at Mount Norris which he 
fecured with a garrifon. He was particularly atten^ 
five in Ulfter to the niode which he had adopted of 
quartering detachments of his men ii^ places which 
were favourable for harrafiing the enemy. He gar- 
rifdned Dundalk, Ardee, Kells and a number of 
other towns the moft convenient for his piirpofe. 
The infurgents now had the mortification to fee their 
detachments cut off, their prdvifions deftroyed, and 
that the Englifli, by improving every favourable op- 
portunity of diftrefling them and by conducting the 
war in the fame in;egular manner which on former 
occafions had been of fo much advantage to them- 
felves, were acquiring every day a vifible fuperiori- 
ty. In a Abort time, the calamities of thefe wretched 
men were diftrefling to the utmoft degree. Their 
cultivated fields and every thing which afforded 
them means of fubfiftence' were deftroycd by the 
enemy, The heart fickcns at the thought of thefe 

horrid 
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horrid devaftatipns. A famine cnfued with it's 
(hocking confequences. 

Another method was taken by government to 
diftrcfs the inftirgents. Confiderable Aims fent from 
England to pay the troops, had circulated among the 
natives^ by which means they were enabled to pur- 
chafe abroad, arms, amunition and other neceffaries^ 
To deprive them of this rcfource, Elizabeth ordered 
bafe money to be coined, ftampcd it with a nominal 
value kept up by proclamation, and permitted no 
other to be exported to Ireland. At the fame time, 
flie called down the old coin. This was moft unwife 
policy. The defign of it was indeed accom- ^ 
plilhed with rcfpedt to the enemies of go* 
vemment, but it's friends were alfo very much dif- 
trefled, the Englifli foldiers in particular, were fo 
inuch difcontentcd with the meafUre that it requir- 
ed all the authority of the Deputy to prevent them 
from mutinying. 

From a ftate of the moft flattering profperity^ 
the caufe of Tyrone greatly declined. Sir Arthur 
O'Nial and other of the principal chicftafns, with 
confiderable numbers of his foldiers, foifook him, 
many of whom, from neceflity, enlifted with Mount- 
joy. Thefe he expofed, by placing them in pofts 
pf danger, and then boafted to Elizabeth that by thii 
prudent policy he gradually diminiftied the number 
of her enemies. This aft of treacherous inhumanity 
has fixed an indelible Ilain upon his memory. 

FarewelL 



LET- 
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LETTER LXXXDC 

WHILST Mountjoy tfiumphed in the North, 
the arms of government were equally fuc- 
cefsful in the province of Munfter. Here, a9 in other 
places, the minds of the natives, inflead of being 
conciliated by gentle ufage had been prompted to 
a£ts of violence, by unjuft treatment. To the fe« 
vere execution of the penal laws were added, partis 
ality in the determination of judicial caufes, daily 
encroachments of thr Englifh fettkrs on their pro- 
perty and extortioa in the nieriflfs and other officers 
of flate. Thefe caufes of difcontent, co-operating 
with the example fet them by the c^her provinces an4 
with the influence of Tyrone, produced a general 
fpirit of infurre£tion. ^^y flew to arms. To fup^ 
preis this riling flame. Sir George Carew, the pfefir 
dent, had been furniflied with two thoufand foot and 
two hundred and fifty horfe. United, the difaf* 
fe£t)ed natives would have been greatly fuperior to 
this force* Th<sre£bre Carew, li^e a true politician, 
laboured to difuoite them. Fot t\m purpofe, h^ 
made ufe of ^ variety ^ cunning and even treache- 
rous arts, which a man of honor would have conft* 
dered as dlfgcace&il to his cbaraf^er. When, in 
Come meafure, he had aooomp^ihed his point, be 
took the field. In a fliort time, by vigorous unre- 
mitting efforts, his aims made gr^at progrefs. Af- 
.fHg^ed by his fuccefs, two thoufand mercenaries 
from Connaught, in the pay of the infurgents, de- 
ferted their ftandard and returned to their own coun* 
try. In afts of feverity, the Prefident determined 
not to be out done by Mountjoy, As his troops 

marched 
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nmrched through the provinoe, uafeeling Qutrage, 
havoc and dcfokticm marked their fteps. 

The followers of Fitzthomaa, titular Earl of Def- 
moftd, furnamcd the Sugan Earl, had been particu- 
larly attivc on this occafion, James, fon of the late 
unfortunate Earl, had been confined in the Tower 
by Elizabeth, She now fet him at liberty, veiled 
with the title of Earl of Defmond, and fent Wm to 
Ireland to excite a rivallhip betwixt him and Fitz- 
thctfnas, But James, on coming over, inflead of 
profcfling himfelf a fon of the Catholic faith, de- 
clared htmfelf a Proteftant and went publickly to 
church, This deftroyed, at once, every favourable 
knpreflion wKch the natives were difpofed to entea- 
tain of him, fai the place of thofe loud acclamations 
of joy and aflfedion with which they, at firft, re- 
ceived him, they now confidered him as an heretical 
apoftate from the irdigion of fiis country «id of his 
forefathers, This difappointment was of little confe- 
quence. The infurgents were by this time alnwft en- 
tirely difperfed. Not lefs than four thoufand accept- 
ed a pardon which Carew offered to thofe who wouM 
return to their allegiance. The Si^an Earl and Flo- 
rence Macarthy^ a very fpirited chiefcain who had 
eided confiderably the caufe of the infiurgents, were 
apprehended and fent over prifoners to England. 

In all quarters of the kingdom, affiiirs had now 
«ffumed an afpedt highly favourable to the hopes of 
-government. Little more feemed neceffary to break 
entirely the force of the natives and reduce .them to 
-obedience. But new and unexpefted diiBcuities 
were to be furmounted before this could be ^ 
accomplifbad. For, on the twenty fecond 
of Septen^ber, ai§ thq oouncil was ixt^ting at Kilkeo- 
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ny, intelligence arrived that a fleet of Spanifli (hips 
were in fight and directing their courfe to the South- 
ern (hore. There were fifteen fliips, from which 
there landed at Kinfale, the following day, about 
four thoufand men, under the command of Doi^ 
Juan D'Acquila, who immediately took pofleilion of 
the town- 

MouNTjor, with two thoufand men, lately fcnt 
him from England and with all the forces he could 
coUeft, fet off for Munfter to oppofe the progrefs of 
the invaders- About the middle of Odtober, he ar- 
rived at Kinfale, which he invefted. His troops fuC* 
tained, with firmnefs, frequent fallies which were 
made by the Spaniards. A fort, about half a mite 
from the town and which commanded the harbour, 
after a vigorous aflkult, furrendcred to the Viceroy. 
He continued to prefs the fiege with fuccefe. But 
accounts arrived that Tyrone, with the affiftance of 
his friends, had put a body of forces in motion, and 
that they were now on their march to Kinfale. 
O'Donnel of Connaught, with his followers, had 
f cached the territories of Ormond. To ftop his pro* 
grefs, the Deputy fent off a detachment under the 
command of Sir George Carew. But, by means of 
a froft, the chieftain was enabled to take a rout dif- 
ferent from that which was expected, and to prefs 
forward to Munfler unmolefled. 

Lord Clamicarde and feveral chicftaira^, with a 
new reinforcemrent of three thoufand men from Eng^ 
knd, now joined the Deputy. Ten (hips of war 
under the command of Admiral Sir Richard Le*- 
vifton, likewife arrived, who attacked the Spanifli 
vefTels lying at Caftlehaven and obtained a compleat 
viftory. On the other hand, D'Acquila was Teii>- 

forcccj 
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forced with two thoufand men and military ftoresj. 
The Spanilh general had brought with him a quan- 
tity of money, of aritid And ammunition, for the ufc 
of fuch of the natives as would join with him in op- 
pofing the Irifli government. He had, alfo, to ex- 
cite them to infurreftion by working in the moft 
powerful manner on their religious principles^ 
brought with him an emiflary from the Pope with 
bulls, indulgences and excommunicatidris. But 
though he had difpatched meflengers into different 
quarters to entreat the Irifli to join hirti ; though the 
Pope*s emiflary was a^ive and aflifted in his views 
by the priefts, few of them took up arms. Having 
deeply fufFered in the late infurredioh, they thought 
it more prudent to be fpedlators, for fome time, of 
the prefent conteft-than to precipitate thefnfelves 
into new and perhaps greater nlisfortunciS. But 
when it Was found that in confetjuence of his rein* 
forcenient from Spain and the troops which were 
marching to his afliftance from the North, .D*Ac- 
quila had a profpeft of fuccefs, a number of the na- 
tives of Munfter flew to arms, joined the invaders 
and delivered up to them feveral places of ftrength. 

Farewell. 

LETTER XC. 

TYRONE had now arrived with his forces at 
Kinfale and the befiegers were themfelves be- 
fieged. Had the enemy continued in, their prefent 
pofition and avoided an adlion, the troops of Mount- 
joy would have been ruined and with them ^ 
the.Englifli intereft in Ireland, would, in all 
probability, have been utterly deftroyed. But D'Ac- 

quila 
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qtula blafted at once all his favourable profpedts, (or, 
blinded with the vain hope of ending the war by one 
fucce(sful ftroke he prefled fads allies to come to an 
engagement with the enemy. Tyrone rcluAantly 
complied and early in the morning of the twenty 
fourth of December led his men from their entrench- 
ments. Mountjoy leaving the Prefident with th* 
reft of hit army to prevent the Spaniards from at«- 
tacking him in rear, advanced againft the Iri(h at 
the head of only twelve hundred foot and four hun<- 
dred horfe. Tyrone had the misfortune to fee his 
troops ftirink from their ftandards. They were en-^ 
tirely defeated with the lofs of twelve hundred flain 
and eight hundred wounded. 

(yDoNNEL deferted the kingdom. Tyrone fled 
to the North. All their followers inftantly difperfed. 
D'Aquila, aftoniihed at a defeat of which his own 
imprudent ra(hnefs had been the caufe, determined 
to rclinquifti an enterprife which he faw to be defr 
perate. Upon the terms that (hipping Ihould be 
provided for tranfporting himfelf and the Spanifli 
forces to their own country, he gave up Kinfale to 
the Deputy, having engaged that all the other places 
in his poffeffion (hould likewife furrender. Accord- 
ingly, all the other forts were evacuated, except 
that of Dunboy, which was taken poffeffion of by 
Daniel O'SuUivan and held by him until the following 
year, when, after a defperate defence, it was com- 
pelled to furrender to the Britifli forces. 

The difcription given of the war carried on with 
the broken remains of the Irilh in Munfter, is (hock- 
ing to every compaffionate feeling of the heart. 
Many were deftroyed by the foldiers like beafts of 
prey and their lands prefented te the eye one con- 
tinued 
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tmued fcctte of havoc and devaftation. Enflamed by 
Tefentment and driven to defpahr, they, in return, 
put all of the Englifli they met with to death with- 
out mercy. 

We have mentioned that Tjnrorwe had fled to the 
North ; hither he was followed by the Deputy g 
who, to confine his quarters, built the forts 
*6f Munfter and Qiarlemont. Chichefter and Dowkra, 
'Who, befides the fettlement at Lough Foyle, had 
made another Jtt "Ballyfhannon, co-operated with 
him in the oppofite and more diftant parts df Ulfter. 
The feme dreadful fcene was afted here as in ^he 
T^rovince of Munfter. Thoufands of the wretched 
irifurgents driven from their defokted habitations 
into woods and faftnefles, where they were utterly 
deftitute of the means of fubfiftence, periflied for 
want. Famine daily multiplied it*s unfortunate vic- 
^tifts. Even the cornmon highways exhibited fpec- 
*tacles of mifery, which the companionate traveller 
could not behold without feeling his breaift glow 
with indignation againft thofe cruel paflions df 
pride, of avarice and ambition, which produced ef- 
'feds fo (hocking and fo dlfgraceful to humanity. 
The mdft enthufidftic ardor for freedom and inde- 
^pendence covild not long fupport itfelf under fuch 
complicated wretchednefs. One chieftain alfter 
andther d^ferted the cortitnon caufe, retured to 
their allegiance and made the beft terms :they could 
with the Deputy. But he received the fubmiflion 
of none without obliging them to fwear *' That 
^Elizabeth was the only true ^bfolute and fove- 
teign lady of Ireland, that with fmcere repentance 
for their unnatural difobedience, they implored mer- 
cy and forgivenefe for them&lves and all their fol- 

followers. 
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followers who had been feduced into that wicked 

< 

rebellion." To compel men poflefled of their 
principles to take fuch an oath was a (hocking pro- 
fanation.. 

TYRcfNB had frequently made offers of fubmifliort 
to government which were foreign to his heart ; 
compelled by irrefiftible neceffity he now fincerely 
propofed a reconciliation^ The Deputy tranfmittcd 
his defu-e to the Queen^ She was undetermined. 
Amidft her deliberations on the fubjedt (he died. 
An account of this event was carried privately to 
Mountjoy. Not a moment was to be lo(l. Should 
the infurgents know of the death of the Queen before 
peace with Tyrone was re-eftabli(hed, the confe- 
cjuence^ in all probability, would be a revival of the 
flames of war ; the Deputy therefore infornied hini 
that he was ready to receive his fubmiflion and to 
agree upon terms of peace. This lord, a little before^ 
the terror of his enemies and who had afted with 
the pcfwcr of an independent fovereign, now ftrip 
ped of his pdfleffionSj deferted by his followers and re* 
ducked to the laft extremity of diftrefs, afforded a ftrik* 
ing fpeftdcle of the great inflability of human affairs. 
With lirong marks of affliction and penitence he ap* 
proached the Deputy, dropped down upon his knees 
and implored mercy ; entreated to be reftored to 
his honours and the privileges of a fubjedt, renoun- 
cing the name and the authority of O'Nial, all con- 
nexion with foreigners and all claims to any poffef- 
(ions not beftowcd upon him by the goodncfs of hi? 
fovereign* On his part^ the Deputy pardoned him 
and his followers^ and, with fome exceptions, prp- 
mifed the reftoration of his lands and his dignity. 
On thefe conditions, the pacification was ratified. 

the 



The bufmefs was fcarccly concluded, when Tyrone 
heard that Elizabeth was dead. He now faw that 
had he delayed his fubmiflion^ for a little, his caufc 
might have revived with a hew profpeft of fuccefs. 
Fill^ with deep regret by the idea, he burft into 
tears. But his repentance came too late. : 

I . FarewelL 

LETTER XCI. 

THE arms of Elizabeth in Ireland under the 
conduA of Lord Mountjoy, had borne down 
all refiftanice,. but, on the. death of the Queen and 
accefliwi of James the Firft the natives of Munfter 
and in feveral parts of lieiiiftcr difcovered a g 
refolutien not to fubmit to the injundtions t)f ^' 
governn[ient with refpedt toircKgion. To be forced 
from their altars, to be ftripped of thofe poffeffions, 
which from times immemorial had. been fet apart for 
the fupport of the Catholic faith, to be harraffed by 
penal laws for not violating the diftates of their con- 
fcience, appeared to them, as to the reft of :the Irifh, 
very injurious treatment. Therefore, confiderin^ 
the prefent opportunity to be favourable, they 
openly profefled their religion, converted the places 
of public worfliip to their former ufe, and eje<fted 
from their charge a number of Proteftant clergy*^ 

men- ' . 

The people of Cork, Limerick and Waterford, 
were very unwilling to proclaim his Majefty, arui 
difcovered a ftrong inclination to make a new effort, 
on the prefent occafion, for the recovery of their loft 
privileges. But Mountjoy exerted himfelf with his 
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nfoaf vigdbr, difpelkd th^ threatening ftorm, and 
£cfOn reduced all masters td their former fitu^tion. 

MEAsifkBl, nmSre eiSedual than any hitherto 
adopted, ^ere now taken, to efiablifli the public 
ttanc}tiility ahd prevem iuture infurrec^icms. A pro- 
clamation of bbdtvion and indemnity was publifhed 
by his Majefty. Hitherto patents for Englifh te- 
nures had been confined to the lords or powerful 
chieftains whofe vafTals, ftill fubjedi to their authority 
and to that of their own laws and cuftoms, had no 
feonrtexi^m with gcyverntnent. This political error 
wM^h had a leading i^ueilce in cheriftiing a fpirit 
of oppofitioli td gdVetnmenf, was now rectified. 
The jurifdiaidtt wbidi the chieftains had exercifed 
was dif&hred and thtb fdUdwers taken immediately 
under tlie prote£kidii of the crown, fo whofe autho- 
irity they w6re only, inifiiture, to be fubjedt. Every 
hope of recoverifig thdr independence being extin- 
giiiftied, the people, in general, fiirrendercd their 
lands and rec^iv^d them back as 'Englffh ~ tenures. 
The ticmefne dr quantity of land in the immediate 
pofleffioti of each bhiaf tain was all that was granted 
to hiiin; upon the part occupied by his tenants a cer- 
tain rent was fixbd whkh he received, in the place 
of fomicr dxdftions. 

: The fcottnties of Tyrdne aftd Tirconnel were now 
provided in (hcriSsj^and judges appointcd,^ not as a 
matter of form, which had hitherto been the cafe, 
But ^wte a&iialiy went circuit twice si yiear through 
fche provinces of Ulfter, Muttfter arid Connaught. 
/ By a judgment of the court of king's bench, the 
tatieht'tiiftoms of taniftry and gavelkind were abo* 
fiflicd and inheritances made td dfcfcend according to 
ihe courfe of Englifli la\^, -which, in all it's branches, 

was 
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was extended to every part of the kixjgdom. A 
commiffioii of grace was^ Hkewtfc ifliied to' fcctire 
thofe proprietors of eftates who were fufpeded, or 
had been engaged in the Ic^te; or any forrper infurrco 
tion, againft: the claims of the crown; 

Mount JOY being recalled to Engjand,. was ac- 
companied by Tyrone and Roderick O'Donnel, bro- 
ther of the chieftain, who, in the late commotions, 
had been fo vrjry aftrre agOTift; government. The 
former was confirmed in his lands and title, the lat- 
ter was created Earl of Tirconnel/ 0f>(mnel was 
veftcd with, this honor to humble and diminifti the 
power of his com petitcMT-Nial^ruff, who, piqueing 
himfelf upoa being confidered a friend of govern- 
ment by whom, be ha^-been rewarded for his ferv'ir 
ces with-ap- effete in Tirconnel, rendered himfelf 
obnoxious to it's difpl€?aftire , by "his untradtable and 
infolent behaviour. The t^rrVtories of the O'Byrncs 
of Leinfter, who had • been :a<Stive - and jDtr^- ^ 
nuouB oppofcrs df the: EngUlh power, w^ric , 
at this timeformied into a. flrire. It was« cgUed the 
county jof Wickiowv • , /- . ' , 

The natives' who had long been, fcq^rged-by the 
pow'cr, rn^t now escp^^ wijhjfefpea to. their ' fuiv- 
vivifig uigbis, ' tiie proHei^ioBf of the Ei?gji(h gpydrnr 
iwent. Fr:<)m their chaar^^r, ( ,indepe4deftt> of .^very 
other cohfideration, tfefeyj ivell,' ,4eferv§4: it. Sayis 
Sir Johft/ Davis, :wh(^ili^^«d.*t;thfej^ri^ " Ther^ 
is noffatiop :Und6r the fjiin, that; loves ^qual and inr 
idiffeiJfntr jyffice better rth^-n the Iriih, qy will, reft 
Jbcttfer fati$fied with tth^ eje^Wi^niof Ij^ though it 
he agaan^:tb<isnfe!ve^r ' The eekbrM^ Cok^ h\$ 
cot^mper^ry litoewife declares^ jand partly from hia 
i^wH knowkge, ^ That there is no natioa df the 

Aa 2 Chriftian 
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Chriftian world, that are greater lovers of juftice 
than the Irifti, which virtue muft neceflkriiy be ac- 
companied by many others," If he was convinced 
that the Irifh merited this honourable teftimony, 
what muft he have thought of the juftice and of the 
virtues of his countrymen ? 

FarcwelL 

LETTER XCII. 

t 

WHILST government, in refpeft to matters 
of a civil nature, was taking the moft effec- 
tual meafures to reftore aftd to fettle the public 
peace on a permanent foundation, the difcontents 
of many continued on account of religion. From 
certain tranfadlions of James with his Holinels, and 
from fome expreffions * of his, particularly tn his 
fpcech to the Englilh parliament, they hoped that 
he was not unfavourably inclined towards the mo- 
ther church, therefore would not be difpleafed with 
g^ attempts in favour of it. But they were de- 
^' ceived. For whatever might have been his 
private fentimenls refpeAing the doftrines of the 
Catholic rcUgion, he deteftcd the Pope*s fupremacy, 
as he did every thing that interfered with his prero- 
gative^ of which, on every occafion, he was ex- 
tremely jealous. As a decided proof of his intenti- 
ons, he publiftied a proclamation, by which he 
commanded all foreign clergy, who had conftantly 
a£ted as the zealous partizans of Rome,, to depart 
from Ireland. It was received here with the warm- 
eft refentment, particularly by the old Englilh fet- 
tlers of the pale, who, attended by a large con- 
courfc of people, prefented a petition to the coun- 
cil 
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cil for the open and free exen 
The coungil, determined to enfc 
call the principal of the pet i 
Fears begfin to be entertained o 
which were heightened by intell 
of the gunpowder plot and th 
affociate Tirgonnel, had fled tp 
ther thefe lords had formed an) ! 
government, of which they d i 
there is not fufficient evidence - 
this as it may, they were attaii 
forfeited, whioh^ being v^ry exl 
acquifition to the prown, 

Ii? anothef quarter, diforden ; 
leader whofe defigns were unec i 
Dogherty, who hitherto had e{ : 
the Englifli, tired of a Hate o] 
aft of treachery, got poffcflion I 
more, deftroyed the garrifofi ar 
ceeded to Derry whid\ he alfo t : 
burned to the ground. He con 
lions for five months, at the en 
lowers we^e difperfed and himf I 
thur Chicheiler who a£ted as depi I 
joy now created Ea^rl of Devonfli i 
tion added confiderably to the lai i 
crown in the counties of Cavat , 
magh, Derry, Tyrone, Tircon. . 
negal, which, it was determine : 
celled out among adventurers, 1 : 
making a permanent fettlement 
vemment, Invited by the crc' 
England, but chiefly from Scotlai 
brought with them the principles 
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of the Prclbytcrian religion, and -fornictf the firft 
clafs of adventurers. The fecond were compofed 
of fuch as had ferved in Ireland either in .a <»vil or 
in a military capacity. A third clafe conned of 
natives. The two firft were obliged to take the 
oath of fupremacy, firom which the latter, for their 
encouragement, was cxcufed. government fixed 
the refpedtive tenures, the rents to be paid to the 
proprietors and to the crown, and prefcribed fuch 
regulations as feemed'beft calculated to ^e fupport 
and improvement of the fettlement. • 

lit this bufmefs the city ef London took an a6kivc 
part. The fociety which engaged in it obtained a large 
portion of land in the vicinity (rf* Derry and upon the 
lower part of the river Ban. Encouraged hy tlie pri- 
vileges granted them, they expended a confiderabfe 

fum of money on it, andj among other improvements, 
rebuilt Derry and built the ^wn of Goleraine. 

In Arming this fettlement, the feyeral diftri^s 
were divided into parishes, glebes fct apart, tythe^ 
/. appointed, and churches ordered to be built, 
to fupport and ftrengthen the Proteftant re- 
ligion. Provrfion was made for the maintenance of 
free fchools, ' certain lands added to thofe already in 
pofleflipn of the college and the advowfon of fix par 
rifhes. 

Se'Ve R AL towns built by the planters were incor- 
porated, who had a privilege, by charter, of fend? 
ingi members to parliament. 

This plantation 'made confiderable progrefs. Notr 
"wShifending, it lAoured under feveral diiadvan- 
iag^ and' great abufesA^ere committed in conduft- 
ing^ iK Buildings, fo neceflary, could not be expe- 
dittoiifly eretSbed. ' Too nfiiny agents were cx»plo3r^ 
- ed. 
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cd, to the prejudice pf the patentees. Covt 
broken- The commiiTioners appwited fi 
the lands violently deprived the defence! 
of the rights refcrved to them by the Kin 
often in favour of the worthiefs frn^ un^e 

Sir Arthur Chichefter was very ufeful 
ment In the whple of this bufin^is. Inn 
Majefty granted him the territory of Iflifl 
other forfeite4 diitri^s oontaining 9 icop 
very extenfive, 

SiN^B the be^nning (^ t!us reign, I 
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pay to his Majefty a certain fum towards defraying 
the cxpence of Irifli government. 

Farewell. 

LETTER XCIIL 

YOU have feen that the inftitution of our parlia- 
ment was coeval with the firft principles of 
government eilabliflied in Ireland by Henry the Se- 
cond, Fr«m that period, this moft refpedtable aflem-* 
bly, the reprefentatives of the people and the guar- 
dian of their liberties, niet frequently. In an early 
period, it confifted of few members. Until the 
reign of Henry the Eighth, the number of temporal 
peers was very fmall and of thefe, fome being ge- 
nerally concerned in infurredtions, were excluded 
from the houfe, others did not attend ; of the fpirr- 
tual peers, thofc who lived beyond the limits- of 
the pale, being not admitted to the benefit of Eng- 
li(h law which was neccflary to their being confi- 
dered as fubjefts, were not fummoned to parlia- 
ment. With refpedk to the commons, writs were 
fent only to thofe who lived in (hire ground. Be- 
fore the thirty fourth of Henry the Eighth, when 
Meath was divided into two (hires, there were but 
twelve counties befides the liberty of Tiperary. 
The ancient cities were but four, and the boroughs 
which fent burgefTes not above thirty. The houfe 
of commons could not then confift of rritre than a 
hundred members. To the other (hires. Queen 
Mary added thofe of Leix and Offally in which 
there were boroughs eredked which fent members to 
the houfe of commons. Elizabeth formed feveral 
counties in Connaught ajtid Uttter, but from the latter, 

on 
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the country party fwnd themfelves in the mincw^ity. 
Sir John Davis, the jSLttomey gener^, was chofen, 
in oppolition to Sir John Evcr^rd, Jforn^rly a judge 
of the lying's bench, a man o( a refpe<^aWe charae-. 
ten The njinwity iafifted that Eversard bad the 
majority of CQQftitutional vot^3 and forced him into 
the chair. It was afferted by them, in fjipport of 
their oj^ofition, that the ftieriflfs had fent np writs 
to feveral of the old boroughs, tliat fr^m others^ 
the returns would not be received j that tnoft of the 
patoHs and charters of the new borou^s were dat- 
^d, after the coiwniflion ficMr the writs were iCuGd; 
The houfe continued^ for fome tt0«, in the gi;eftt<>> 
eft confufion, when the country party, finding 
their oppofition to be of no avail, feceded. In the 
upper houfe, the Lbrd5, on the fame fide of the 
queilian, £bceded alfo and refufed te return^ untii 
the point in debate was fettled by the commons. 

Chichestsr, finding that all his e^bi^s to bed 
the divifion were ineffeAual, prorogued rfie partia- 
mcnt to the fifth of June, 

In the mean time, agents from each ' party re»- 
paired to England and laid the affair hdfore his Ma*- 
jefty, who, in flagrant violation of tjie rights of the 
Irilh parliament, «*efered the find determbiation of 
it to the Englifh privy coundi. Their decifian wa«, 
that feveral of the returns were illegal. With r-e- 
fpec^ *to the complamts of the country party, in f«-^ 
ktion to the otter returns, and a variety of griev- 
ances, James, with ftrong expreflions ^f refentment 
tor this oppofition given to his government, de^ 
cfared them to be groundleft. The influence of Ms 
tyrannical proceedings was vifible on tlie meeting *6f 
- j>arliament, the proceedings of wl»ch were perfedly 
^ agreeable 



agreeable to government. The King's 
crown was jecogmzed with an acknowl 
thanks for the meafures he had adopt' 
pains he. had taken in the fettlement o 
dora. An a<a, of attainder was pafled i 
rone, Tirconnel and other principal chi' 
oerned in the late difturbances. The fol 
were likewife pafled. An aft of repea 
fpeft to certain ftatutes forbidding trs 
intercourfe with the natives in other 
An && declaring ihat all the people, indi 
ly, who (hould acknowlege allegiance tc 
fty, were to be entitled to the privileges 
An aft of repeal of a ftatute enacted in t 
Philip and Mary againft bringing to Irelanf 
or marrying with the Scots. An a€t of o1 
general indemnity and an aft of fubfidy 
to fomewhat more than twenty thoufand 
That in granting this liibfidy, the com 
much more complaifant to his Majefty th 
to the intereft of their conftituents, appear 
following extravagant afleflinent which wa 
to raife it. Every perfonal eftate, of th 
three pounds and upwards, was taxed tw 
and eight pence halfpenny in the pound ; a 
as much. Real eftates, of the value of tv 
^ings and more, were rated at four fhilli 
pound. Gonfidering the prefent impoveri 
of rfie kingdom, the cpnfequence of that 
of induftry, of that want of iHtema! culti^ 
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LETTER XdV. 

BESIDES the Northern province, Janies was de- 
termined to eftabli(h plantations in other parts 
of the kingdcMn. With this view, he appointed a 
commifiion of enquiry to examine and determine 
with refpe<^ to the escheated lands in Leinfler and 
the adjoinii^ difiri£ts. Upon inquifition, they ad- 
judged that eighty two thoufand five hundred acres 
were forfeited betwixt the rivers of Arklow and Slanc 
and m Leitrim, Longford, Weftmc^A and in the 
King's and Queen's county. Thefe were apportioned 
to Englifh fettlers and to the natives, upon the fame 
principles and with the fame regulations as thofe by 
which he had fettled the colony in Ulfter* In exe- 
cuting this fcheme, little regard was paid even to the 
plainell dilates of equity. Old obfolete claims were 
received even fo far back as to the reign of Henry 
the Second. The times had been full of confufion, 
and, in a feries of years, innumerable changes of 
property had t^ken place ; notwithftanding, if the 
title according to the precife fcM^ms and the ftrifteft 
letter of the law, was not made good,^ it was forfeit? 
ed. Perjury, fraud, the moft infamous afts of deceit 
were praftifed to benefit the rapacious favorite ad? 
venturer. Juries who had the honefty and the refo- 
iution to follow the dtftates of their confcience and 
would not find for the crown, were puniibed in the 
ftar chamber and other judicial courts. 

Si r Oliver Saint John now filled the place of depu? 
ty , Chichefter having been called over to Eng-^ g 
land, where, %s an additional reward of his ' * 
fervioes, he was created baron of Belfall. This fubftr- 

tute 
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tute o( majcfty was neither diftinguiflied 
or the principles T>f found policy* He j 
with feverity, the penal ftatutes ; he ftrid 
the oath of fupremacy, a meafure, in a vei 
manner, ofFenfive to the recufants. The 
of Waterford abfolutely refufed to qu; 
law required. In confequence of their 
Deputy feized the liberties and revenues 
Complaints were made of him to the Ki; 
moved him from the admtniftration and 
Lord Falkland, in his place* 

Encouraged by this circumftanSfe, tl 
became more confident, avowed, with Icfi 
ferve, their religious principles, and the c 
fenfe with which they felt the hardlhips of 
tion. The extortion of which the foldien 
ty, in levying the impofitions of the crow 
cution of martial law in time of peace, fe^ 
ons of the clergy and rigour of the e 
courts, the unconffitutional interference c 
council and flar chamber, in caufes which 1 
be determined at common law, and parti 
invafion of their property, which the ti 
buffered in the feveral plantations lately 
in the kingdoni, were grievances of v 
loudly complained. 

Though no man hacj more conceit tl 
his judgment was fuperficial, in particu 
no claim to political wifdom. At prej 
ilriking infitnce, this was manifeil* A n 
kind of folly had prompted him, for fome 
to prefs with eagernefs, the marriage i 
Charles with the Infanta of Spain. To 
hmtfelf with his Catholip Majefty^ he pern 
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to recruit his troops with levies from Ireland* For 
this pufpofe, a* number of Irifli refugees were fent 
ovet from Spain^ who werd cordially received* by 
their old friends, with whofe afltftance they foon 
raifed a large body of recruits. Inftead of being ferit 
irtimediately away, from the want of tranfports, they 
ftaid fome confiderable time in the country* As 
they confifted of the lower clafs, were difafFefted in 
their, principles, and, of courfe^ very diforderly, go^ 
vernment was ferioufly alarmed, from an apprehen*- 
fion of the confequence, more partidularly, as the 
forces had been reduced to thirteen hundred foot 
and fe ven troops of horfe; . At felt, tranfports ari- 
rived and they left the kingdom* IXfcantents bemg 
very univerfal, had not govtemment beien confidera^ 
bly ftrengdicned by the number of Proteftants lately 
fettled in Ireland, and the minds of the natives 
fmartcd deeply under a fenfe of their recent misfofi. 
tunes, it is more than probable^ that the favourable 
opportunity which offered would have been iei^ed 
and this country involved in view diftraftions. 

It appears^ that during the podent reign, the 
cuftoms had entreafcd from fifty pounds annually to 
nine thoufand fdven himdred,' and that 'the rerenue 
arifing from the court of wards, had rifeh to- teA 
thoufand. Notwithftanding, three years arrear wwe 
due to the army. The aeconbiny.x)f :the times was 
Wretched. Mudi of the publit OTcmey was fijuait- 
dered in ufdefs offices and peiifionS) -the difgtaceftii 
Wages of proftitution and the bane o£^^ free ftate. 

i AHiea. 
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